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Univ^rfal Hiftory, 

'• FROMTHE 

Earlieft Accounts to the Prefent Time. 


CHAP. VIII. 


77 ;^ Hijlory of the Je-bStfrom their Return from 
the Bahylonijh Captivity t to the DeJiruBion 
of Jerufalemy by Titus Veffajian, 


T his chapter, containing an epocha of five hundred 
and years, may be conveniently divided 

into feven feftions or aeras, according to the following 
chronological order. 


Seft, I. From their return to Jcrufalem, 
to their being governed by their high- 
priefts, where the canonical Ijpoks end 

II. From thence to the death of Matta- 
thias, the father of the Maccabees, and 
his being fucceeded by his valiant Ton 
Judas 

III. The reigns of the Mac&bees, from 

Judas to being fubdued by 

lY. Tu the reign of Herod, and his tak- 
ing of Jerufalem \ a fliorc, but copi- 
ous epoch 

VoL. III. Q 


Years of Total of 


the flood) 

yean, 

iBI 2 

*939 

127 

2 lBZ 

243 

229 J 

lOI 

2311 

28 
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T//r 

fitifi and 
chronology 
of this 
chafUT% 



The ^l e Jews. 


V. To the birth of Chrlft, concluding 
with anaccouritcf the principal Jewiili 
fefts at thatihne : .uul, 

VI. To the <lcath of Chrifl, in the 
thirK^thfrd^year of his age 

total defl.ru(flion of Jeni- 
falem, and difpcrfion of the Jewifh 
nation 

SECT. I. 


Years 

Total of 

after Chr. 

years. 

j j 

70 

73 

40 


609 


The Hlftory of the Javs, from their Return out cf^a- 
byloHj to their bciny^ y^overned by their Hiy^h-prhfSy 
where the canonical Books end. 


Yr. of FI. A S foon as the feventy years capiivity, pronounced by 
A Jeremiah ag.iiiill: this rebellious people weie fully 

accompliflied (Aj, the great Cyrus afeending the throne, 


Cyrus's 

dfCrif, 


a Jerem. xxv 

(A) Thefc feventy years 
arc differently computed : fome 
begin them Irotfi the fourth of 
jehuiakim, and end them at 
ilie firrt ifUiing of Cyrus’s de- 
cree. Others, li'Din the words 
of Zeehariah, place the begin- 
ning ol it at the dcflru(‘.tioii 
of jerufalcm, and its conclu- 
fion at the publication of Da- 
rius’s decree for rebuilding of 
ihc temple, and rclforiug li- 
bei ly to the Jews, 

Both computations may be 
juAly maintnined, and may 
have even been deligned by 
Jer ciniah, fince between either 
of the two epochas there are 
juA feventy years, and the lat- 
ter begins and ends juA eigh- 
teen years alter the former. 
For as the captivity, which 
began in the fourth of Jehoia- 
ki m, could not he fald to be 
toin|)leted till tiie total dcAriic- 
liun ol the city, and jewifh 
mWijrcliy; fo neither could 


, 1 1, xxix. 10. 

their deliverance, begun at the 
fir A decree of Cyrus, be faid 
to be completed rill the hairrh 
year of Darius, which put if 
in full vigour and excxLiiion. 

' Wc may reckon a third jne- 
thod or llagc of computing 
thefe feventy years, which an- 
fwcis in the fame exadnefs 
with ih^T^tlP^drmcr ; namely, 
from the twenty-third year of 
Nebuchadnezzar, when Ne- 
buzaradan carried off all the 
remainder of the conquered 
Jews; at which time the cap- 
tivity was completed : and the 
full reldoratlun of their rcmple- 
worlhip, at the dedication of 
the new temple, and their ce- 
lebrating the firA pafluvcr, in 
the fc\cnth jear of Darius; 

S>'hcn, and nut till then, was 
fully compl^^^the end of their 
thraldom, lewlAi reli- 

gion reAored to its-^v^ncient 
fplendor and re^larity ( i ) . 


C/ ViJc Fi ideaux Cunneef. vcl. i. part 3. 


in'ued 



’The tirjlo^y of the JewSi 

ilTaed out that decree in favour of them, by Vhich they 
were permitted, not only to return to their own land, buc 
alfo tp rebuild their temple at Jerufalem, renew the di- 
vine v.'orfliip, and traafport thither all the hicrcd utenfils 
which Nebuchadnezzar had brought aM'ay irani thence. 
Thefc lafl: he ordered to be delivered by Mithridath, his 
high treafurer, to Slieflihazzar, w'hom we take to be the 
fame with Zerubbabel, who, being the grandfon of jehoi- 
akim, or Jeconiah, king of Judah, was then the (iifl: prince 
of the royal blood, and therefore appointed head governor 
of Judxa, under the title ofTirfliata. He likewife gave di- 
re£ttons concerning the dimenfions of the temple, which 
was to be fixty cubits in height and breadth, built upon 
a ftrong foundation, with three roM\s of great hones, and 
a row of timber; the expence of the whole to be furnilh* 
cd out of the king’s houfe. To all thefe the king added a 
full permiflion to all the Jews that were dil'pofed, to re- 
turn into Judxa ; and to thofe who preferred haying be- 
hintl, perfect liberty to contribute, as liberally as they 
plcafed, gold, filver, or any other precious huffs, towards 
the building and adorning that edifice ^ 

Immediately upon the pnbliffiing of this ediifl, the chiefs 
of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, together with the 
priehs and Levites, affembled ; and as many as retained 
hill a 1 ove for their country, and a zeal for the God of 
Ifrael, difpofed themfelvcs to return. As for the reft, 
who were the far greater number, and preferred the land 
of Babylon to it, they contented themfelves with fiirnifti- 
ing their hrctluL.i'wTch gold, filver, cattle, and oihcr cun- 
veniencies, either for their journey, or fur the builillng of 
the temple and city. At the head of thefc were Zerubbu- 
bel mentioned above, and Jchiua the high-prieft (B). 
The next in rank were Nchemiah and Mordecai, Seraiah, 
Reelaiah, Bilfliam, Mifpar, Bigvai, Rehum, a:;t! Baaiiah, 
all heads of families, and affiftaiits to ZcrubbabLl, in the 
re-eftablifhment of the Jcwifli affairs, both in church and 
hate ^ The reft amounted to about forty-two thuufand 
th ice hundred and fixty, including thofe that came after- 

c ConF. Ezram i. 8. 1 1, ii. z. iii. 8. TO. v. i6. Sec Ezra vi. 3,4, 
* Ezra ii, z. Nclicm. vii. 7. 

(B) This Q|?kin>clonged to As for Jozadak, he was carried 
him by aJLir^ai defeent, he be- captive into Babylon, and had 
ing chtTon of Jozadak, whofe been dead fome iimcbetrire the 
Father Seraiah, high-priefi at publl/hinguf rhls deci cc, fo thac 
the caking ot Jerufalem, had Je/hua was then the head of the 
been pjt to death at Riblah. pontifical famil/. ^ 

B 2 w'ard» 
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The Hlftory of the Jeivs-. 


*Ihe total 
of them. 


PrieJIs 
that te- 
turned. 


Wards with Nehemiah ; bcfides their fervants and flaves of 
both fexes, which were in all feven thoufand three hun- 
dred and thirty-feven. Neither were they all of th^ tribes 
of Levi, Judah, and Benjamin, though from that time 
they were all blended together umler the name of- Jehu- 
dim, or Jews ■, for many of thofc of the other ten tribes, 
which had been formerly carried away by Tiglath-Pilezcr, 
Shalmanezer, and Efarhaddon, took the advantage of the 
king’s edidf, to return into the land of their forefathers- 
To thefe we may add a great number, who had formerly 
gone from the idolatrous ten tribes, to put themfelves 
under the proteftion of the kings of Judah = : find this 
may be the reafon why the whole number of thofe men- 
tioned in Ezra’s lift amounts but to twenty-nine thoufand 
eight hundred and eighteen, and to thirty-one thoufand 
and thirty-one in that of Nchemiah ; whereas both thefe 
hiftorians make the fuin total to be forty-two thoufand 
th ree hundred andfixty *, fo that the overplus feems to be 
added from thofe of the other ten tribes, which returned 
with thofe of Juilah and Benjamin. We find likewife men- 
tion made of two hundred men and women fingers, M^hom 
they brought with them \ fourdiundred and thirty-five ta-' 
mcls, feven "hundred and thirty-fix horfes, two hundred 
and forty-five mules, and fix thoufand feven hundred aftes ^ 

One may fee by this lift, how fmall the number was of 
thofe who returned, in eomparifon of thofe who ftnyed be- 
hind ; and accordingly the Jews tliemfelves tell us tba^ 
only the bran came out of Babylon, butthat the flour ftaid 
behind : even of tlic priefts, who were TTnided into twen- 
ty-four clallbs, only four returned, namely, thofe of Je- 
ll aiah, Immer, Pafehur, and Harim. Tliefe, however, 
foon after their arrival, fubdivided themfelves each into 
fix', that they might again make up the old number, and 
called themfelves by their names accordingly Some of 
thefe, not being able to make out their lineal defeent from 
the priefthood, were deprived of the office and privileges 
of it, until fome high-prieft Ihould arife, who could de- 
cide their title by the urim and ihummim h The fame 
difputc happened alfo concerning foine others, vi ho being 
■come from Tel-Melah, Tel-H?irfa, and other places, could 
not prove themfelves to belong to any Thefe were 

about fix hundred and fifty in number, befioNi^^ee hun- 

«■ 1 Chron, jji. i6. xv, q & al. f Ezra ii. 65, & feq. 

c l^l nud Uabyl. in Kcdufhiin. *’ Sedar Holam Rabb. cap, 

TO ralinud Hierof. iiiTaanith. Vide Pi id, * Ezra ii. 63. 
h En'd ii. 59, Si fen. 


dred 
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The Hifiory of the Jews. 

<lred nnd ninety Nethiiiims, the pofterity of thofe Gibeon- 
ites, whom Solomon dlil afterwards dedicate to the fer- 
vice of the temple ; fo fmail was the number of thofe of 
unqueTtionable delcent, who returned either with Zerub- 
babel or Nehemiali. And hence it is, that, ever fince 
this ti’me, the number of Jews that dwelt in FaleRine, 
was alwviys vailly inferior to thofe that w^ere difperied in 
Chaldea, Pcrfia, tkc The priefts, Lerites, finders, 
Nethinims^ and other ofRcers of the temple, fettled in or 
near Jerufalem, that they might readily wait on the fer- 
vice of God, by rcaiing up his altar, and preparing all 
othej^ things againlt the next grand folcmnity : as for the 
reft, the greater part ot them dilperfed themfelves in the 
neighbouring cities and country, where fome of them had 
formerly dwelt, ami where they probably found alfo fome 
of their brethren, whom Nebuchadnezzar had left. 

By this time the month Tilliri, the firft of the civil, 
and feventh of the ecclcfraftical year, *w’as at hand, d he 
firft day of it was the feaft of the trumpets, bccaufe th^ 
new year was to be proclaimed by the found of that in- 
ftrumeiU. It uflicrcd in moreover two other great folem- 
nities, namely, the expiation-day, or grand faft, which 
was to be kept on the tent'h \ and the feaft: uf tabernacles, 
which began on the fifteenth, and ended on the twenty- 
fecond of the month inclufive. The greateft part of that 
of expiation, they were forted to omit, for want of a 
temple ; however, they failed not to come from all parts 
to the folcmnity, and to faft, pray, and to offer the pro- 
per facrifices on .t.ho- altar, which they had by that time 
repaired fo that from this day they ceafed not to ofl'cr 
the morning and evening, and all other facrilices preferib- 
ed by the law of Mofes. The feaft of tabernacles coming 
five days after that of expiation, they ereilfted booths at Je- 
rufalem, and celebrated that feftival with the ufual folem- 
iiities, and fo let about to reftore in goodearneft the wmr- 
fliip of God in that metropolis. 

In this folemn aflembly, it was rcfolved to begin the re- 
building the temple, towards which every one chearfully 
contributed according to their power. The whole fum 
amounted to fixty-one thoafand drachms of gold, and five 
thoufand minas of filvcr(C), befidps an hundred veftments 

(C^ drachm of gold about nin€ pounds fterling ; the 

being computed to be worth whole amounted to feventy- 
about ten ftiillings of our mo- five thoufand five humlreii 
ney i pUid every mina of filver, pounds. 
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Vr. rf FI, 
1B14 

Antt Clir. 
53 -* 


^he fyun- 

datioH of 

the temple 


for the priefts to ofliciate in. This was indeed a fmall fum 
toward fuch a vaft and expenfive undertaking ■, and there- 
fore we fuppofc it to have been a frce>-will addition of 
their own to a much greater, which had been conllTibuted 
by their brethren, who chofe to flay in tlic pUiccs of their 
dilpcrfion, This money v/as put into the hands of ’proper 
officers, who were to overfec lire work ; ihefc immediately 
hired workmen, font to Tyre and Sicion for cedars from 
Lihanus, purfuant to Cyrus’s decree, aiid employed the 
firft year in preparing the materials for the building. 

In the fecond month of the following year, which was 
the third of Cyrus’s reign, and the (hcond from their re- 
turn, they began to lay the foundation of the temple with 
great folcinnity, in the prcfeiice of Zerubbabel the gover- 
nor, of Jcllun the high-priefl, and of the whole congre- 
gation. It was accompanied wdth the found of their trum- 
pets, and other muhcal inilruments, the priefts and mu- 
ficians fmging fume pfalms proper to the occahon, and all 
the people ftiouting for joy. But whilft the younger fort 
were thus exprefling their fatisfaL^’on, many of the priefts, 
Levites, and headp of families, w ho had feen tljat famous 
building in its fplendor, fifty-ihree years before, could not 
forbear utteripg the Joudeft lamentations, w'hen they coii- 
fidcred tlie plan of this which they were now going to 
build j- infomuch that the acclamations of the one, and the 
fighs and growns of tlic othei', were fo intermixed, that it 
was not eafy to difiinguifh them from each other* (D). 

Whilll the work was carrying on, the Samaritans (E) 
came to Zerubbabel, and the Jew^iftfc ^yigregation ■, and 


J Ezra iii. 5, fie ieq. 


ex- 


(D) This difference, howr fore, mufl have arlfen from 
ever, cannot be undcrilood of the meannefs of the materials 
its largenefs, fiiice the new was now iifed, fo different from 
huilt upon the foundation of thofe that had been provided 
the old. Of the iwo, the de- by Solomon, and the want of 
cree ot Cyrus feems to allow innumerable ornaments fup- 
this new oiu! three times the plied by that prince and his 
breadth of that of Solomon i fucceflors. 
this being but twenty, and (E) Thefc were not of the 
that fixty cubits broad; but fttd of Ifrael, but the pofte. 
rrideauxhasfufficlentlyproved, rity of multitude, 

that the dimenfions were the whom ShalmanezSiiapg of Af- 
fame, only differently taken, fyria fent from Cuth^^Ava, 
to wit, the one from in to in, Hamath, Sepharvaim, and 
and the other from out to out : other provinces, to inhabit 
th? grief of the old men, there- thofe parts, out of which he 
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l*he Hiflory of the JrtVS. 

cKpreffed an earned defire to join their afiidance in it, 
feeing they had worfhipped the fame God ever fince the 
time Efarhaddon, kin^ of Aflyria, who had fettled 
themtnere- But whether the Jews fufpedted their fin 
cerity ^ or defpifed a people who were not of the feed of 
Ifracl, but only imperfeft worfliipers of God ; Jefliua, 
Zerubbabe), and the whole congregation, refufed to let 
them bear any part in the undertaking, alleging, that the 
decree of Cyrus being only direfted to thofe who were of 
Ifraelitifli defeent, it would be a difhonour to their nation 
to admit any drangers as partners in the work This 
refufel proved the fource of a bitter and irreconcilable 
hatred between thefe two nations, the fad cfFe£ts of which 
the Jews loon felt in the immediate obdruftion of their 
undertaking, and numberlefs ill offices which they under- 
went from the incenfed Samaritans. 

The fird dep they took was to bribe underhand fome of 
the king's head minifters and officers, to reprefent the Jews 
as a rebellious nation, and their rebuilding of the temple 
as dangerous, and tending to fliake off their obedience to 
his crown. They failed not to carry their point, and the 
work was accordingly dopped, in a great meafure, not 
only during the remaining five years of Cyrus's life, but 
alfu during the reign of his fucceffor. However, while 
Cyrus lived, the Jews dill continued gathering materials 
for their work, in hopes of better times : they were affid- 
cd by the Tyrians and Sidonrans, who furnidicd theni 
with cedars from Libanus, with mafons, carpenters, and 
other workmen thefe received in return a proportion- 
able quantity of corn, wine and oil from the Jews, as 
their ancellors had formerly done from king Solomon". 
But Cyrus was no fooner dead, than the Samaritans, en- 
couraged by the ill difpofition of his fucceffor Cambyfes, 
called in Scripture Ahafuerus indead of their former 
clandedine pradlices, declared themfelves openly againft 
the Jews, and wrote in the mod preffing terms to that mo- 
narch to put an immediate dop to their undertaking. 
Cambyfes, however, probably out of rdfpedl to his father's 
decree, would not feem to revoke it, but privately gave 

^ Ezra iv. i, Conf. i Kings v. 8. 8c fcq. 8c Ezra 

iii. 7- 5. 

had the ten Ifraelitifli dom ; but by the Jews they 

tribes ; they therefore took the were called Cuthim, from Cu- 
name of Samaritans from Sa- chah, one of the provincea out 
maria, the capital of that king- of which they came. f 
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The Uijlory of tht Jews. 

(hem leave to obdrudl; the execution ; fo that the wort, 
though it was not wholly fupprefled, went at lea/l very 
heavily on during his whole reign, which lafte^ but 
feven years and five months. 

Cambyfes being dead, and one of the magi having 
mounted the throne (F), the Samaritans failed not to 
renew the accufation againft the Jews to that ufurper; 
they reprefeuted to him, that this nation had been always 
famed for rebellion, for the truth of which they appealed 
to artcient records ; and added, that if they were fuffered 
to proceed in rebuilding their city and temple, it would 
not be long ere they flioolc off the yoke. The i^fujper, 
who had been one of the chiefs of the feft of the magi, 
againft whom the Jews were known to.be diametrically 
oppofitc in point of religion, did not want any great 
arguments to induce him to fiipprefs them ; but lent an 
Immediate decree to them, to defift from their enterprize, 
and charged the Samaritans to fee it executed. Thefe, 
therefore, having received the order, went ftraitway with 
it to Jcrufalcm, and caufed a total flop to be put to the 
work, till the Jews obtained a frefh decree in the fecond 
year of Darius his fucceflbr’s reign, that is, about tw^o 
years after. ^ 

The Jews, by that time, had been fo diftieartened, 
partly by the conftant oppofition of the Samaritans, and 
partly by this laft decree, tfiat though the latter ceafed 
with the difeovery and death of the ufurper, yet did they 
not fhew the leaft readinefs to refume their enterprize, 
till God had punilhed their indolenc(?with a great dearth, 
and let them know by his prophet Haggai, it was upon 
that account that both their harveft and vintage had failed ®. 
This was indeed an effeftual argument to avi^ake the zeal 
of that felfilh people, who had by this time taken care to 
feat themfelvcs in commodious and fumptiious houfes, 
without giving themfelves any farther thought about the 
houfc of God. The prophet was therefore fent to the 
governor} to the high-prieft, and to the reft of the heads 
of Judah, to upbraid them w^ith their ingratitude; and, 
at the fame time, to afliirc them, that if they would 
now fet about the work in eaipeft, God would not only 
iT)ake itprofper in their hands, hn-. rlp^^p would make 
• Haggai i. 6. & feq. 

(F) This is he whom Ezra as Smerdis, by Fmoiotus; 
calls Artaxerxes, or rather Ar- Mardys, by jEfchylus; Spen- 
tahlhalhtha : he is differently dadates, by Crefias ; and Oro- 
uamed by profane hillorians, paftes,by Juftin. 

the 
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The Hiftory of the Jews. 

the glory of this fecond temple by far exceed that of the 
firft. This meffage had at length the deli red effe(£f : and 
the people, roufeci bythefe promifesand threat^j, relujned 
and purfued the work under the eye and guidance of 
Haggai and Zechariah?. 

In tbe mean time the Samaritans, who kept a watch- 
ful eye over them, applied 'to Tatnai, whom Darius 
had made governor of Syria and Paleftine, , and ac- 
quainted him, that this eritcrprize was refumed, not only 
againft the king’s order, but to the majiifeft detriment of 
his realm. They expefted, probably, that this new go- 
vernor ^would have immediately fupprefled that work; 
but he, being a man of more temper and moder.ition, 
repaired to Jerufalem, accompanied by fome of liis couii- 
fellors, and one Shetharboznai, who is fuppofed to have 
*been governor of Samaria, and enquired of the Jews by 
what authority they proceeded in the work. Zerubbabel 
and Jefhua acquainted him v/ith the decree they had for- 
merly obtained from Cyrus ; and at the fame time produc- 
ed the facred veflels, which that monaich had ordered to 
be reftored to them, in order to renew the worftiip of God 
in Jerufalerri. Tatnai, having received this anfwer, 
thought the matter of tod great confequencas to interpofe, 
until he had fent a full account of it to Darius, and de- 
fired that fearch might be made concerning that decree. 
It was accordingly found among the records that were 
kept in the palace of Eebatan,. where Cyrus was at the 
time of his granting it , and Darius, out of refpeft to 
that great monarch,^ two of whofe daughters he had then 
married, readily confirmed it by a new edift, in which 
all the grants of the former were repeated and ratified, 
with this fevere pinalty annexed, that whofoever fliould 
prefume to contravene or obftru6l it, his houfe fhould be 
pulled down, and hioifclf hanged on a gallows made of 
the timber. The execution of the decree was committed 
to Tatnai and Shetharboznai,. and was brought to them 
accordingly much about the beginning of the fourth year 
of Darius’s reign, and by them communicated to the Jews 

It was then that the building began to rife apace, fince 
they were now not only from any obftru£fions from 
their enemies^ ^^^t^^iere fupplied, by the king’s order, 
with all thf? fTieceflaries towards the expence of it, out of 
the tj/atury of that province : this addition of the king’s 
bounty, joined to the offerings, which both they of Palef- 

p Ezra V. 3, & feq. Zecliar. i. t, & feq. 1 Ezra vi, 6 , & fsq. 
jofeph, Antiij. lib. xi. cap,^ ^ 

tine^ 


Tatnai 
co??ies to 

JgruJaUm, 


Dariut*s 

decree. 


Yr. of Ff. 
1S30. 

Ante Chr- 

518. 



lo 
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th Umplt 


Samari- 
tans rtfufe 
to pay to 
ft. 


t’ine, and their brethren abroad, paid towards it, caufed 
fuch a difpatch in the work, that it was completely finifh- 
ed in three years •, that is, in the fixth year of ^^irius, 
and in the month Adar, which is the laft of the Jewifti 
year, anfwering in part to our February. The dedication 
was celebrated with folemnity and joy, and with abun- 
dance of facrifices; after which they prepared tbemfelves 
for the approaching feftival of the Paflbver^, at which 
many of their brethren from other provinces aflifted : and 
from this time wc reckon the complete reftoration of the 
Jews. Accordingly, when thofe that dwelt in Babylon 
fent about this time to Jerufalcm, to enquire of (Jici pro- 
phets, whether they might not thenceforward defift from 
keeping the falls of the fifth and feventh months (G), 
Zeebariah, among other things contained in the feventh 
and eighth chapters of his prophecies, tells them that^ 
they had now kept thofe fafts feventy years In memory 
of this decree, which was given from Shuflian, or Sufa, 
the Jews gave the name of Shufhan to the eaftern gate of 
the outward temple-wall, and caufed a bas-relief of that 
metropolis to be fet up over it, which continued there 
till its total deftruftion by the Romans ^ 

In the mean time, the mortification which the envious-' 
Samaritans received from the king's decree in favour of 
the Jews, and the wonderful difpatch with which they had 
finifhed their temple, ferved only to augment their ran- 
cour. They deeply refented their being obliged to pay, 
not only towards the rebuilding of that edifice, but to- 
wards the facrifices and oblations tlftt werS daily to be 
offered up there for the profperity of the king, and the 
M^holc realm, as well as for the maintenance of the priefts, 
Therefore, as foon as the temple was finiflied, though the 
out-buildings were fhill unrepaired, they made it a pre- 
tence for with-holding the ufual tribute, alleging, that it was 
to ceafe as luon as the building was finifhed. This refufal 
obliged the Jews to fend a deputation to Darius, at the 
head of whom were Zerubbabel, Mordecai, and Ananias, 


f Ezra vi. i 5. vii. 6 . « Ezra vi, 16, ad fin. * Liglitfoot’s 

Profijefl ot tlie Temple, chap, iii, 

(G) Thefe were fads which tftfe *^ mple ; and, fourthly, for 
the captive Jews kept in thofe the mufflH>i^Gedaliah. All 
two months, in memory, firll, of which fafts thej^Hv^i to- this 
Jerufaiem being firfl: befieged day, though they hav^fome- 
by Nebuchadnezzar^ fecondly, what changed their place in 
of its being taken by him ; their calendar, 
thirdly, of us being burnt with 

to 
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to complain of the Samaritans. Darius received them 
with his ufual benevolence ; and, after a full hearing, 
iflue^^out a frefh decree, commanding his officers at Sa- 
maria to caufethe ufual tribute to be paid to the temple ; 
and ordaining that, for the future, on no pretence what- 
ever, the Jews fhould have any caufe of complaint upon 
that article After this edi£l they met with no farther ob- 
ftacle during the reft of that monarches reign, which lafted 
twenty-eight years longer, nor during the twelve years of 
his fucceffijr ; but enjoyed a perfetl peace, being govern- 
ed by their high-priefts in matters of religion, and in 
thof^of Hate by the heads of the tribe of Judah, though 
ftill infubjetlion to the kings of Perfia, and fubordinate 
to his governors on this fide the Euphrates. Xerxes had 
no fooner fucceeded his father, than he confirmed all the 
'TTrivileges fornierly granted to the Jews. In the third 
year of his reign, according to the Alexandrian chronicle, 
died the Jewilh high-prieft Jefhua, in the fifty-third year 
of his bigh-prieithood, and was fucceeded by his fon Joia- 
Jcim Xerxes, being murdered in the twenty-firft year of 
his reign, was fucceeded by his fon Artaxerxes, the Aha- 
fuerus of Scripture, the hufband of Eflhcr, and confe- 
qiiently the greateft friend the Jews evSV ha^, either before 
orfince their reftoraiion. 

Efther, or Hadaffieh, was an orphan of the tribe of 
Benjamin, brought up and adopted by her uncle Mordecaij 
this laft was a defeendent of thofe who had been brought 
captives into Babylon, with Jeconiah king of Judah and, 
by his conftaAt atteildance at the palace-gate, feems to 
have been one of the king's porters. He had found in- 
tereft enough to introduce his niece into the palace, among 
other beauties wffio were to be candidates to fucceed the 
repudiated Vafhti *, and ffie had already fo captivated the 
Perfian monarch, even before he had fet the diadem on 
her head, that fhe could obtain anything from him which 
her uncle bid her afk ; it being a peculiar privilege of 
thofe virgins, whenever their turn came to appear before 
the king, to obtain whatever they requefted^. It is there- 
fore reafonably fuppofed, that it was by her intereft that 
pzra, a very learned an^?zealous Jew, of the houfe of 
Aaron (H), obt/^iaaii^n ample commiffion from Arta- 
^ xerxes 

V Antiq. lib. xi. cap. iv. ^ Ncfaem. xii. lo. Jofeph. 

ubilupra, cap. v. y Either ii. 13, & I'eq. 

(H) He calls himfelf here, the fon of Seraiah, who wa« 
SCpprdlng to the Hebrew idiom > the high-prieft whom 1#ju- 

chadnea^^ 


Yr. of FI. 
1890. 

Ante Chr. 
458. 


Xerxes. 


Artaxerxes 
or Ahafu^ 
erustfa- 
*vours the 


Exra fent 
intoJuiUea, 
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xerxes to return to Jerufalem, with as many of his nation 
as were willing to go with him, and there to regulate or 
reform all matters, whether of church or ftate, ^ he 
(liould fee fit®. 

Ezra (laid fome days near the river Ahavah, for the reft 
of his company j and, during that time, being willing to 
take fome Nethiriims with him to Jerufalem to ferve there 
as formerly in the temple, he fent fome of his retinue to 
Iddo, who was chief of thofc that dwelt near the place 
Cariphia(I), from whence he gathered about two hun- 
dred and twenty of them, befides fome priells andLevites j 
with thefe, having proclaimed a folemii faft, to imjplore 
the divine proteftion, he fet forward, and arrivefl at Je- 
rufalem on the firft day of the fifth month, or the middle 
of July, that is, after a journey of four months. 

His com- At his arrival he opened his commillion before 
miJfiQn, whole Jewifii afiembly, and there delivered to the prielts 
the offerings which had been made by the king, the no- 
bles, and the Babylonilh Jews. Having fent to acquaint 
the governor of Syria and Paleftine with the power he 
had received from the king, he began with appointing 
judges and magiftrates to reform every thing that m as con- 
trary to the l^sr cf-ruoies ; and,' purfuant to his cominif- 
fion, impowered them to punifh offenders, not only with 
fines, imprifonment, and other lefl'er punifliments, but 
even wilh banifhment and dt^th, according to the nature 
of the crime Ezra continued in the faithful difeharge 
of his authority thirteen years, that is, till he was fuc- 
cceded by Nehcmiah, who was fenij* thither with a frcfti 
commiffion from the fame monarch. But, in the mean 

zEzravii. 6, & feq. ftEzravii. 15, 26. 

chadnezzar caufed to be flain been at lead a hundred and 
at the taking of Jerufalem ; forty-five years old. 
but, had he been his real fon, (1) It is not eafy to guefs 
he mud have been at lead a what place this was ; the text 
hundred and thirty-two years calls it Cafiphia hammakom, 
old, fuppofing him to have Cafiphia Some have 
been an infant when his father taken it for the Cafpian moun- 
died, and fo wholly unfit for tains, fituate betu^en Media 
fuch a journey and employ; ®..<l^yrcania, in the mines of 
whereas we find him capable whijfr'^i"^.t<aptive Nethinims 
ot reading the Scriptures to the are fuppofed to h. "e been fent 
people from morning to noon, to work; iffo, it is iioivonder 
one whole week, andof affiding they ftiould be fo ready to cm- 
Nehcmiah in his office thirteen brace the benefit of the king’s 
j'cars after, when he mud have decree. 


tinic, 



^3 


The Hiflory of the Jews. 

llrnd, the Jews received frefli tokens of the king's favour Reforms 
upon his raifing Either to the diadem. Ezra, relying church 
uponVhe proteaion of two fuch powerful friends as the 
new queen and Mordecai, who now engrofl'ed the king's 
favour, gave himfelf up wholly to the care of the JeMdih 
affairs, and to reform fome crying abufes which had crept 
in among thpfe who were returned from Babylon under 
Zerubbabeli(K). 

His next great work was to reform the whole ftate of 
the Jewifti church, by rcftoring its difcipline and rites, 
according to its ancient pattern, under the former pro- 
phets. • In order to which, his firft care was to colleft and Collects th§ 
fet forth a corredl edition of the facred books, and then 
to reduce the obfervance of the Mofaic law to that ftand- 
^d. This circumftance we find neither exprefsly men- 
tioned in the facred hiftorians, nor in Jofephus; but we 
have it from the Talmiidifis, and other ancient Jews, 
who add a great many others, which not carrying the 
fame probability, wc fhail omit as fabulous. But as for 
this point of his collecting and revifing the facred writ- 
ings, making fome fmall additions to them, and fixing the 
canon of the Old Teftament to. fytrpnty-twn books, a& 
they are now received by the Jews andpWeftant Chrifti- 
ans ; M^e have many realons to confirm the faCt. He was 
well verfed in the language ; his extenfive authority en- 
abled him to gather up all the beft copies that could be 
met with, either at Jerufalem; or among the difperfed 
Jews; and he had the affiftance of two or three pro- 
phets (L) in *the work. The then confufed ftate of the 

Jews 

(K) One of thefe was the that he was the fame with 
intermarriages, which not only Ezra ; that this laft was his 
the common people, but even proper name, and Malachi, 
priells, Levites, and heads of which fignifies my angel, ,or 
families, had made with fome mejjenger, was that of his office, 
of their idolatrous neighbours ; as being the perfon or prophet 
by which they had introduced fentby Godto reftore the Jew- 
a mixed mongrel breed of ifli church to its priftinc fplen- 
Egyptians, Moabites, Ammo- dor and fiandard, 
nlies, Samaritans, and otb^r St. Jerom and fome other 
ftrange nations. . ancient writers have main- 

true Ifraelitp/. tained the fame no^on : fure 

(I^ 'Iirefe were Haggai, it is, that Malachi is rather a 
Zechariah, and Malachi, to common than a proper name, 
which the Jews add Daniel, and that in Ezra’s time pro- 
and his three companions, phets were called by it ; and 
Ai for Malachi, they pretend accordingly fcveral ancient fa- 

• ihers 
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Jews required fuch a colleAion and revifal of the facred 
writings ; and fame fuch thing we find done foon after 
Nehemlah’s arrival in Judaea, when Ezra brought fq^th the 
facred volume, and read and expounded it to all the peo- 
ple from morning till noon, during the whole fev^n days 
of thefeall of tabernacles**. Laftly, the whole current of 
Talmudift writers, and all the ancient and modern Jews*^ 
(except the Samaritans, who rejeftall but the, Pentateuch, 
as (hall be feen in due time ; and Jofephus, who perhaps 
did not think proper to tell the world that the facred 
writings ftood in need of fuch a revifal and amendment), 
aferibe this work to Ezra, as prefident of the fanhedrim, 
and chief direftor and overfeer of the whole ; in which 
opinion they have been followed by no fmall number of 
ancient fathers and by far the greateft part of modern 
writers. We may farther add, that there is no other 
way of juftifying that great and zealous man, for leaving 
the city and outworks of the temple .:r.*^\.hat defolate ftate 
in which Nchemiah found theijr at his coming ; but the 
fuppofition, that he thought it of greater moment to bellow 
his time and care in this new and correct edition of the 
facred code, and to bufy hinrtfelf in repairing the out- 
works of the«€lL)r and temple®. It is in the time of this 
revifal that he is fuppofed to have exchanged the old 
Hebrew chara£lcr for the more beautiful and commodious 
Chaldee, now in ufe, and to have invented the Maflb- 
rah (M), vowel and other^points. 

^ Kehem. viii. 2, & feq. ad fin. Synedr. Bux- 

torf, Tibcriad. & Au6t. ab cisciiat. < Clem, Alexandr. Strom, 
lib. i. Iren. lib. iii. Bafil. Epift. ad Chilon. Ifidor. Orig. lib, 
vi. 3c al. mult. c Nehem. i. z. ii. 8c feq. 

thers quoted Malachi under the reading or writing of the 
the title of the angel or mef- facred books was fixed. The 
feuger of God. Jews affirm it to have been 

What feems to confirm, that given by God himfelf to Mo- 
he was an afliflant to, if not les, who delivered it to Jofhua, 
the fame with Ezra, is his Aaron, &c. by whom it was 
reproving the people for mar- tranfmitted by oral tradition. 
Tying flrange wives, for their through a long fuccelfion 
opprefTion of their poor bre- (jf holy and infpired men, 
thren, and fevcral othcrabufes, quh(i^.^jjn|jji^o rabbi Judah, 
which were then redlified by firname^llalrt^^fli, or 
Ezra ana Nehcmiah. who wrote the book 

(M) By the term Maflbrah, which they call the Miftifia ; all 
or Mafforeih, which fignifies which we confider as a feriea 
tradition^ is meant the unwrit- of rabbinic fidtions. 

Ctn rule or canon, by which 


Another 
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■ Another and very ufeful improvement which he and Corrt^s 
his ififpired alTociates are generally, and with great pro- 
babilrly, believed to have made to this new edition of the 
facred books, is the interfperfing here and there an ex- 
planatory claufe by way of parenthefis, and making fuch 
other a’dditions to the text, as were neceflary to explain, 
illuftrate, or confirm it. Of this nature fome fuppofe the 
account of Mofes’s death, and the excellent cliaradter 
given to that great lawgiver in the laft chapter of Deutero- 
nomy, to have been ; but it feems to us more probable, 
that this was inferted much earlier, namely, by Jofliua, or 
fome gf Jiis contemporary writers, in order to infpire the 
people with a fmgular refpe£t for him and his writings. 

However that be, we meet with a great number, which, 
being manifeftly inferted long after the fadts, cannot well 
bfc’Ti&^ed to any but Ezra, or fome of thofe prophets 
that aiSfted him in the work : thus we find in fevcral of 
the hiftorlcat'’BTTc4ifi^oncerning fome ancient monuments, 
fuch w»rds as thefe a^d^by way of teftimony, “ which 
remain unto this day ^ (N;^ To the fame end he is fup- 
pofed likewife to have added fome new names of places 
to the old appellations, whic^^ crc become oblblete. 

Thus Abraham is faid to have purttW^-ieire confederate 
kings as far as Dan, the name which the Danites gave 
long afterwards to the city of Lelliem or 'Laifli e. The 
fame was done to Beth-el, anciently called Luz ; to He- 
bron, whofe origirial name was Kirjath-Arba, and to 
many more, by the help of whofe new names we come 

fDeut. iii. 14. Jofhua x. 17, & alib, plur. sConf. Genef, 
xiv. 14. & Jofhua xix. 47. Jucig. xviii, 29. 

(N) Thus it is fald in Ge- tropolls of the Ammonites, 
nefis, that “ the Canaanites plainly intimates, that th-at 
did then dwell in the landj’* prince had been killed long 
which words could not be in- before this laft claufe was 
ferted till they had adtually added. Laftly, and to men- 
been extirpated out of it : and tion no more, the twenty-fifth 
in another place of the fame chapter of the Proverbs, which 
book it is faid, Thefe arc begins with thefe words, 
the kings that reigned in the “ The Proverbs of Solomon, 
land of Edom, before th^ which the men of Hezekiah, 
reigned an^ king king of Judah copied out,’’ 

which lall wo’-db' muTTof ne- plainly (hews the words were 
celfity hav^ oeen inferted long added fome confideraole time 
after Mofes’s time. The large after this laft named king, 
iron bed of Og, king of Bafan, who was twelve generations oft* 
faid in Deuteronomy to have Solomon, 
been ftill to be feeo in the me*^ 

' to 
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to the knowlege of the places there mentionedj which vrc 
could never h?ve known by their old denominations. y 
Reports the I he laft »^ ork of this great man was to'reftore thr wor- 
di^ine (hip of the temple "according to its ancient form before the 
wrjbip» captivity ; to revife and amend the Jewifh liturgy, and to 
add particular prayers anti thankfgivings proper 'for the 
feftivals that were fuperadded after their return from the 
captivity; fuch as the dedication of the new^ temple^, of 
Purim and the like; and as the Pfalms entered into 
almoft every part of their worfliip, and were to be fung 
alternately, it is not to be doubted but he took the fame 
pain's in colledHng the whole book, and giving it ^hg fame 
revifal which he had given to the reft. Whether he di- 
geftcd them in the fame order we have them now in, as 
is generally believed by Jews and Chriftians; and whether 
he was the author of thofe which were manifefth^«nl^ 
pofed during the captivity, and after their return^om it, 
fuch as we take thofe which were Jb^Wf^rJdual to have 
been ; and laflly, whether h^^ed to finifti all thefe 
things, or left them to be ^mpleted by his fuccelTors, 
we will not pretend to deterA'hine. One thing the fecond 
hook of Maccabees infom^J us of, that Nehemiah founded 
. a library at which he depofited the afts of 

the kings, of the prophets, and of David ; which feems to 
intimate as if the revifal of them had been completed be- 
fore that time. 

It is no lefs uncertain whether this revifal of the facred 
books reached fo far as the reftoring the poetical parts' to 
their ancient metre, or whether they contented them- 
felves with fuch a punftuation and divifion of verfes as 
would heft (it them for the fervice of the temple. The 
generality of writers declare for the latter opinion ; but 
there is one reafon which appears to us very ftrong for the 
former, namely, that thofe Pfalms which were com- 
j)ofed after the captivity, run much in the fame cadence 
with thofe which had been written before it; and 
many of them feem to be in no circumftance inferior 
to tnem; which is a plain intimation, either that the 
rules of Hebrew poetry were not lo(t at Babylon, or 
that they were recovered afte^heir return, though they 
have been in vain fought for j ie fctal difper- 

fi on of 4h at nation. * 

Ezra was fucceeded by Nehemiah, after he had'‘goVerned 
the Jewilh church and nation thirteen years. Jofephus 

^ Chap, ii- 13* 
tclU 


k £2;ra vi. 16. 


1 Efther ix,z9, ad fin. 
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US ttiat he died and was buried at Jerufalem ; but 
of the Jews affirm that he returned into Perfia, 
and med there in the hundred and twentieth year of his 
age. They bear fo great a veneration for him, that they 
look upon him as a fecond Mofes, a reftorer of the facred 
books and Maffbrah, and, in a word, one every way 
worthy to have been their lawgiver, had not that ho- 
nour been heftowed on Mofes. They join the books of 
Ezra and Nehemiah into one, and make him the author 
of it; and he was certainly author of the firft, fince he 
mentions nothing in it but what was done in his time, 
and under his eye ; and almolt every where fpeaks of 
himfeJf in the firft perfon : but if he wrote the fccond, 
fome additions mufthave been made to it fmce his death ; 
though the difference of ftyle feems to prove it of another 
hanci^'^ are the two books of Chronicles, which it is not, 
however,^T%p,rpbable he might have had the revil'al of. 
As for the other t\rtr\Qoks falfely attributed to him, and 
known by the names ofTi:e firft and fecond books of Ef- 
dras, they are juftly reJedlecV 

Nehemiah, cup-bearer to tlKjting of Perfia, a Jew(O) 
of great learning and piety, h a bj fo m e of his na- 
tion lately come from Jerufalem, of the rtuhous condition 
which that city (till ftood in, notwithftanding the favours 
which that monarch had heajped on the returned Jews. 
Being therefore aided by the queen, who is exprefsly faid 
to have been at the table when he made his petition to the 
king ™, he obtained a commiflion from him to fucceed 
Ezra in the government of Judjea, with full power to 
rebuild and adorn both city and temple, and with frefh 

1 Antiq. lib« xi. m Nehem. ii. 6, & feq, 

(O) The text calls him bare- exprefsly contradi£led by hla 
ly the fon of Hachallah, with- faying in another place, that 
out informing us of what tribe he was not a fit perfon to fhel- 
he was. Some therefore, from ter himfelf in the temple ; the 
a paflage in the Maccabees, far greater part fuppofe him to 
where he is faid to have offered have been of the royal family 
facrifices, and from his being of Judah ; and this is fo much 
reckoned at the head of the more probable, becaufe we 
priefts that figned tlit co- find none but fuch promoted 
Tenant with God, have affirm- to thofe high ftacinns about the 
ed him 4o have been of the fa- king’s perfon ; but never read 
mlly of Aaron. ^ of a prieft that was fo, till a 

But as there is nothing con- long time after, and upon a 
clufive in all this, and it feems quite different account. 

Vql. III. C orders 
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orders to Sanballat, and others of his ofEcers on this Ij/r 
Euphrates, to furnifh him with all neceiTary material^ut 
of the royal treafury. Nehemiah, having gathered « frefli 
fupply of men and women to return with him into Judsea, 
departed under an efcort, which the king had granted, 
and arrived at Jerufalem, where he kept himfelf in pri- 
vate three days; at the end of which he went in the 
night, accompanied with a few of his men, .to take a full 
view of the city and walls, which he found to anfwer ex- 
aftly the fad report that had been made of it to him at 
Shuflian. On the morrow- he fent for the heads of the 
people, and in the great aflembly opened his coijiijiiflion, 
which he to*ld them he would immediately put in force. 
With refpcdl to the city wall, be divided tht: work be- 
■ tween a number of great families, each of which under- 
took a part of a dated extent, and were to. buJWHf^t 
their own charges; and the new governorDl’^StT them fo 
clofc, that in hfty-two days tb ^i TfTo m p 1 e te d their 
talks, notwithftaiuliiig the difeouragements which 

they met with both from w^in and without. 

In the profecutton of work, they were forced 
to bear with manv b;*':4r f^cafins from Sanballat, an 
Horonite (P^r*fov^nor of Samaria, and jothers of hLs 
officers ; but this was nothing to fome of their under- 
hand plots to obftrudl it ; :^or they went fo far, as to hire, 
certain treacherous Jews to dilhearten both the governor 
and people, with the fpecious pretence, that they were 
fent from God to put a (top to the enterprize. Nehe- 
miah foon detetted their arts \ but fort^feeing that his 
enemies would ufc force, if their deceitful praftices 
failed, he ordered the people to arm themfelves, even 
while they were at work, placing ftrong guards to de- 
fend them, and trumpeters at convenient diftances from 
each other, that at what quarter foever they fhould 
chance to be attacked, the reft, upon hearing the alarm, 
might come immediately to their afliftance. But the 
greateft obftacle of all was, that the poorer fort, who 
w'ere to bear the greater fhare of the labour, had been fo 

(P) Probably fo called, be-^Tews; but now doubly fo, 
caufe he was a native of Ho- were likclytobedif- 
roiiaiiti, a city of Moab. Their pofTeffed by them of many 
other two principal enemies a good eftate, which they hnd 
were Tobias the Ammonite, feized on, during thfir capti- 
and Gelhem the Arabian ; all vityi 
confequently iU-afledled to the 


impoverKhed 



19 


The Hiflory of the fews.. 

iJl^overifhed by continual extortions from the rich, for 
foiT^^years before his arrival, that they had already 
beenTorced to mortgage their lands, fell their fons and 
daughters, and fubmit to fo many other hardfliips, that 
they were quite difabled from purfuing the work. Ne- 
hemiah, who expefted nothing lefs than to hear of fuch 
horrid cruelties committed by the Jewifh rulers, upbraided 
them in the; fevereft terms; and partly by perfuafions, 
and partly by his own authority, obliged them to reftore 
all their ill-gotten wealth to the poor owners ; at the 
fame time he took care that they Ihould be fupplied with 
all neaeflary fuftenance while they continued in the work". 

By thefe means he defeated the meafures of the Sama- 
ritans. As foon as the wall was finifhed, he caufed the // confe* 
dedication of it to be celebrated, with the ufual fo- crattd- 
by the priefts and Levites ® ; and left the go- 
vernmenl^f the city to his two brothers Hanani and Ha- 
naniah p, whiflt' himfelf returned, as is reafonably 
fuppofed, into Perfia, t£ pbtain a new commiffion, the 
former extending no farthdiR than the rebuilding the city 
Wall, which was now a£luall^ 4 ini(hed. 

Hitherto Jerufalem rengiaincK hut thinly peopled, the 
far greater part of the Jews having letfiWnhemfclves in 
the countries round about ; and whenever any bufinefs 
called them into the city, thqy feldom failed returning at 
night to their refpedlive habitations. This prafticc Ne- 
hemiah had indeed forbidden, while the wall was build-* 
ing ; but after it was finilhed, they returned to their 
country-feats;* fo that he was obliged to provide for its Th§ city 
fafety, bycaufing a greater number of people to come and 
fettle within the walls. He perfuaded, at firft, the nobler 
and richer to build them houfes there; an inJun£l;ioil 
which they the more gladly complied with, becaufe the 
country was very much infefted with thieves and ban- 
ditti. They afterwards took in all that willingly offered 
themfelves to come and fettle there ; but thefe not prov- 
ing fufficient, he was fain to take every tenth family by 
lot ; fo that by this time the city being well built, peopled, 
guarded, and fortified, it began to refume fomething of 
its former luftre ; and Hjsrodotus, who faw it foon afier 
th is time, comp? '>00' Sardis, the metropolis of Ada 
Minor ’’ ( Q^). 

n NAera. V. pair. ” Ch.xii. p Ibid. ebap. vii. q Nehenit 
xi. ' Herodot. lib. iii, 

( Q_) HerodoiuB calls it Ca- that fubjeff, will cafily think 
dytis ; but whoever reads what with hifn, that it could b|r ao 
the learned Prideaux has faid od. other chan Jerufalem. 

C a Whilft 
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Whilft Nehemiah was thus employed in pfiopling^li^ 
fortifying the city, adorning the temple, and redli.^ing 
the genealogies, both of priefts and people (R), Ezra, who 
had by that time finiflicd his colled^ion of the facred books, 
was preparing himfelf, anti fome other learned priefts, to 
make a folemn lefture of them to the whole nation on the 
next approaching feftival, which was that of the trumpets, 
ufhering in the new year. To this end a capacious fcaffold 
or dclk was raifed in one of the largeft ftreets of the city, 
that the people, who came from all parts of the land to the 
feaft, might conveniently hear his voice. Ezra was feated 
in the midft, with the facred volume before him;* and on 
each fide ftood fix priefts, well verfed in the Hebrew and 
Chaldee, who interpreted in the latter what he read in 
the former, verfe by verfe. At noon, Nebemiah miiini1»^ 
ing them of the joyful feftival they were celeb|;Kmg, dif- 
milTed them for that day, chargingdjyapKtTTTpend the re- 
mainder of it in feafting and jov^and to make their poor 
brethren partake of their fatist^iion. As the people ex- 
prefled a more than commo^ defire to have this lefture 
and expofition continu^^<Lo them, Ezra complied with 
their requeft,r^i^it^j^' and his afliftants had gone through 
the whole Pentateuch. The grand feftival of tabernacles 
being likewlfe near at hand, it opportunely happened, that 
the part of Leviticus In which it is enjoined, was read fome 
days before ; by which ,means they were made fenfible, 
how ftiort they had been till then of its due obfervation, 
fo that the next they kept, was obferved with greater 
precifion and folemnity than it had been fince the time of 
JoOiua " (S). 

But 


" Nehem. viii. ii, & feq. 


f R) This had been done once 
before, foon after the return, as 
ivas lately hinted ; but not fo 
clearly, but that there wcreftill 
many families of priefts, Le- 
vites, and of the people, who 
could not make out their daiin 
to their tribes. It is therefore 
likely, that fome of them were 
ilnce enabled to do it, and were 
then mferted in this new re- 
gifter, together with thofe who 
came up with Nehemiah. Se- 
veral of the old families, that 
came up upon the firft edidt, 


might be by this time extliu^ ; 
all which is probably the caufe 
of the difference we find in the 
genealogies of the books of 
Ezra and Nehemiah. 


(S) It is fuppofed to have 

S s fblemnity, that the 
fcovery happened of 
fire, related in the 
book of Maccabees. The Jews 


affirm, that Jeremiah, ''or fome 
other prophet, had caufed it to 
be hid in a dry well a little be- 
fore the taking of Jerufalem : 
the memory of it having been 
ftiil 
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this was not aJI the advantage which Nehemiah 
re^^ed from this ledure of the law : there appeared fuch 
markrf of concern in them, whenever any point was read, 
of which they knew themftlves tranfgreflbrs, that he made 
ufe of that happy difpofition to extort from them a general 
confefli'on of their fins, and a folemn promife and vow to 
reflify ail that was amifs for the future ; efpecially with 
refpeft to the four following heads; namely, i. Not to 
make any intermarriages with the Gentiles, and to difan- 
nul the old connexions : 2. The obfervation of fabbaths, 
fabbatic years, and thofe divine commands w^hich related 
to thetji : 3. The pundlual payment of their yearly tribute 
to the temple, both for the repairs and the maintenance of 
the divine fervices in it : and, 4. The exadl: payment of 
their tythes, firft-fruits, vows, &c. to the priefts -and Le- 
The folemnity concluded with a generous collec- 
tion, wtii;;ih he caufed to be made among them for the fer- 
vice of the tem'pr'L ’^iji which, to fhew a noble example to 
the reft, he himfelf gave«:r..^thoufand drachms of gold, fifty 
difhes, and five hundred aiwk thirty-two prieftly veftments. 

Having thus, with great cNnl^it and honour, completed 
the tenor of his commiflion, he^^gturned into Perfia, ac- 
cording to his promife to the king,'^'altt!\'"“h«iving enjoyed 
the government of Judaea twelve years. 

During his abfence, which lafted but five years, it is al- 
moft incredible, what abufes* had crept into the Jewifli 
church and commonwealth. Eliafiiib, whether the then 
high-prieft, or feme other of the fame name, who was 
overfeer of the temple-chambers “, married his grand- 
fon to the daughter of Sanballat, the profefled enemy of 
the Jews; and had fo much bafe complaifance for him, 
as to accommodate his friend Tobiah the Ammonite, with 
a large apartment in that facred place, from which even 
the Ifraelites, who were not of the tribe of Levi, were 
excluded. 

Another Ihameful abufe M^as an almofl total difregard of 
the fabbath ; they threflied their corn, prefled their wine 
and oil, bought and fold from the Tyrians, and other 
Grangers, who affefted to bring their mercantile wares into 

‘ Nehcm. Ix. & x. ^ De hoc vide Commentat. & Prid. 

ubi fupra, fub an. 418. 

fllll pr^ferved to that time. In memory of this wonderful 
Nehemiah caufed it to be difeovery, the Jews inftltuted 

fetched out for the divine fer- a feaft, which they called the 

vice* feaft of the new fire. ^ 

C 3 the 
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the city M that day, rather than on any other of thewe^. 
To prevent this prad^ice for the future, Nehcmiahydiav- 
5ng reproved thofe magiftrates in the feverefl terms, or- 
dered the gates of the city to be fliut up every Friday night 
about fun-fet, and not to be opened again till the fabbath 
was quite over ; by which means thofe ftrangers having 
been difappointed twice or thrice, and threatened from the 
walls with further punifhment, defifled from* coming any 
more on that day. What aggravated the folly and bafe- 
nefs of the Jews is, that they had among them three con- 
fiderable prophets, who rebuked them feverely for their 
crimes, and warned them of the dreadful pumlhments 
which they would bring upon them. 

Thefe were Zechariah, Haggai, and Malachi, whofe 
prophecies demanded the utmoft regard and at^i]j, 
tion ( T). But what the authority of the^^-pfophets 
could not do, that of the governor’s pref ej;ifii^»"^^h brought 
about; fo that, befides thofe 2 Lhj^?wch^vc already ob- 
ferved, he reftified a number,^" others, which were no 
lefs enormous ; one of wl^^Oi was the ceafing of the di- 
vine worfliip through the'C^arice of the people, who, re- 
fufing to payjtljg.jpsfc^'^d Levites their tythes, and other 
dues, had forced them to feek their living out of the tem- 
ple and city. All thefe Nehemiah reftored to their former 
regularity, and reformed every thing that was amifs, not 
probably all at once, as one might be apt to think, from 
their being mentioned together in one chapter*, but atfe- 
veral times, and as opportunity ferved. ^ 

All thefe enormities, introduced within the lliort inter- 
val of his abfence, being manifcftly owing to their igno- 
rance or forgetfulnefs of the Mofaic law, foon pointed out 
to him, that the only way to remedy them, was to enforce 
the frequent lefture and expofition of it, not only in Jeru- 
falem, but alfo in all other cities and places of Judxa ; an 
expedient which had been formerly ufed m ah good fuccefs 
by fome of the pious kings of Judah. Thefe ledures were 

* Nehem. ch. ulr. 

(T) Zechariah, for the num- with Ezra, He began to pro- 
ber, excellency, and precife-r two months after 

nefs of his prophecies, is em- Haggai, and, with him, toen- 
phatically termed Sol inter courage the rebuilding of the 
prophetas minore^ : he was temple, by aflTuring the*ni of the 
contemporary with Ezra, Ne- divine proteflion and bleffing on 
hemiah, Ha^ai, and Mala- the work. 
chi| if this IsuT be not the fame 


probably 
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Jj^tobably held at firft in fome great ftreet or market-phre, 
firiiis we read of no buildings erected for that purpofe be- 
fore this time; butj as they quickly found the inconve- 
nience of it ill cold and rainy weather, it is not without 
good reafon fuppnfed, that this obliged them to build 
fome convenient places to aflemble in, which have been 
fince known by the name of fynagogues and I'chools. For 
the fame purpofe the Chaldee paraphrafes, known by the 
name of Targums, were alfo introduced much about the 
fame time, to facilitate the knowlcge of the Mofaic law, 
and of the other facred volumes, among thofc who were 
unacq^u^inted with the original ; but as thefe were not 
finifhed till a confulcrablc time after Nehemiah's death, 
we fliall take a more proper time to fpeak of them. Thus 
far had this great man carried on the reformation of the 
Je'^efh church and ftate. 

Howi;:,n(r Nehemiah lived after he had made this refor- 
mation, wHetne^ V- continued in his place of governor, 
and whether he died lii- Tudaea, or in Perfia, neither the 
text nor Jofephus inform ; only the latter fays, that he 
died in an advanced age indeed even at the time 

where his book ends, he muk^^have been at leaft feventy 
years of age. In his days, and abour Lhi>e-l,eventh year of 
Darius Nothus, died the high pried Eliaftiib, after he had 
enjoyed the pontifical dignity forty years *, and was fuc- 
ceeded by his fon Joiada, catled by Jofephus, Judas*, the 
father of that Manafies (U), whom Nehemiah had forced 
to retire into Samaria. Whild that governor Jived, he 
fupported his'charatler by the mod exemplary zeal for re- 
ligion, judice, and the good of his nation ; and the dig- 
nity of his office by a magnificent hofpitality (X). 

After 


y Antiq- lib. xi. Tub fin. ult. cap. 5. > Id. ibid. cap. 6. 

Vide Nehem. xii. lo. 


(U) As for the unworthy fon 
of Joiada, whom Jofephus calls 
Manafleh, intlead of complying 
with the governor^ orders, of 
parting with his llraiige wite, 
he retired with her to Samaria, 
to his father-indaw !-='‘:d'arew 
a great many other rebellious 
jews^fter him, who had been 
guilty either of the fame, or 
any of thofe enormous crimes, 
which were then reforming at 


Jerufalcm ; and went and Tat- 
tled themTelves under the pro- 
teidion of Sanballat, the Sa- 
maritan governor. 

(X) The daily provifion of 
his table was an ox, fix fat 
fheep, with fowl, fifli, wine, 
and other things in proportion ; 
at which he entertained, be- 
fides a hundred and fihy ot the 
head rulers, who eat conft.inily 
with him, all the firangers of 

c 4 i r 
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Yr. of FI. After his death, the face of that government 
*939 wholly changed* We hear nd more of any governoc/of 
Ante Chr. Judges; but the country feems to have been joinecTand 
fubjetl to the prefcfture of Syrian from which the high- 
priefts received thcjr authority, asfliall be fecn in the next 
feflion. 

SECT. II. 


The State of the Jews under the High-priefs and 
Maccabees, 


Yr. of FI. 

’ q: > 

Ante Chr. 
373 ' 


JcJbua 
killed m 
I he temple^ 


TJITHERTO we have had Ezra and Nehemiah for 
our guides : after them we have no canonical books 
concerning the Jewifh nation , fo that we lhall be forced 
to fetch all our intelligence from thofe of the MaMirWes, 
and to fill up all the chafnis out of as for 

profane authors, they were fo litd ^ eqtfajnTed with the 
Jews, that we have little or notWfig from them, but what 
falls in occafionally with oth^^arts of their hiflory. Ju- 
dxa was now become nioij^riftly a province of Syria, 
and under the prcfefltuj;^ff it, .the governors committed 
the adminiftrat^rof tne Jewifh ftate to their high-priefls ; 
fo that from this time we may aferibe the greatefl part of 
thofe misfortunes that befel tjieir nation, to a fet of men, 
who afpired to that high dignity, more through ambition 
and avarice, than any real zeal for their religion, or the 
welfare of their country. This epocha begins with a 
fignal inftance of it, which is the more rchnarkable, be- 
caufe have it from Jofephus*, who is not often apt to 
turn accufer of his brethren. 

Johanan fucccedcd his father Joiada in the high-prieft- 
hnod about the thirty-fourth year of ArtaxerxesMnemon. 
Bagofes, being then governor of Syria and Phoenicia, had 
cnntradled an intimate friendOiip with Jefluia, the brother 
oT the pontiff', and had promifed him a grant of the high- 
priefthood, fome few years after Johanan’s inveAiture. 
Jelhua, whom our hiftorian calls Jefus, came immedi- 
ately to Jerufalem, and acquainted his brother with it ; 


> Ant. lib. xi. cap, 7. 


'SiMdie 


m. xii. II, 2x. 


any dlftlnftion, who came from the allowance which was ufual- 
othcr countries to Jerufalem j ly paid to the govembrs of 
all which expence he fupport- that province, who had pre- 
cd at his own private charge, ceded him. 
and without receiving any of 
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their interview was in the inner court of the templci 
where the difpute arofe to fuch a height, that Johanan, 
in ftriving to throw him out of that holy place, gave him 
a mortal wound. Bagofes, being informed of this acci- 
dent, repaired immediately to the place, and upbraided 
the Jews in thefeverefl terms, for thus polluting the tem- 
ple of their God : he next offered to enter that holy place ; 
but, being obftrudtedby the priefts, healkedthem angrily, 
whether they thought his living body more impure than 
the dead carcafe which lay there uiiburied. Without 
Haying for an anfwer, he forcibly entered ; and, being 
fully iji^ormed of the fadt, impofed a heavy mulft upon j^^anan 
the temple, which was not taken off, till the death of Ar- fined for it, 
taxerxes changed the face of affairs. However, they 
were not altoge ther free from troubles in the reign of his 
fucceffor 5 for Ochus, having conquered the greateft part 
of Phoeuiria, marched direftJy towards Jud^a, befieged Yr of FI 
and took Jehchu, and carried off a great number of Jews 1997. 
captives, part of whom^he fent into i^gypt, and part into Ants Chr, 
Hyrcania, along the Cafpla.^^'^fea ^ Whether they had en- 35 '* 
gaged with the Phacnitinns a>^cain ft that prince, orby^diat • 

other way they had difobliged vjiim, our authors do not 
tell us, nor whether his refentment itop^ief^. here, or was 
felt in any other part of Judaea. About ten years after, 
in the eighteenth year of that monarch’s reign, died Jo- 
haiian, their high-prieft, in the thirty-fecond year of his 
high-priefthood ; and was fucc^eded by his fon Jaddua ; faddua 
and, in three years, Ochus was poifoiied by Bagoas, who fucceeds 
fet up his youilgeft fon Arfaces on the Perfian throne, who 
was ibon after fuccceded by Darius III. 

In the fourth year of this prince’s reign, the Jews gave 
him fuch an inftaiice of their loyalty, as plainly fliewed 
they had not forgot what they had fuffered from Ochus 
for fiding with his enemies. Alexander the Great, having 
refolved upon th6 fiegc of Tyre, and being informed th.it 
the Tyrians, a nation wholly given to trade, received all 
their provifions from Judsea, Samaria, and Galilee, fent 
to Jaddua, the then high-prieft, to demjnd that fupply of 
them, which they were wont to pay to the Perfians. 

Jaddua modeftly excufed himfelf from Q.omplying with his HufiJe- 
demand, alleging, th^t his oath of fidelity to Darius did Uty to Da~ 
not permit him to transfer that tribute to an enemy. Alex- 
ander^ provoked at this refufal, had no fooncr completed 
the reduiftion of Tyre, than he marched ftraight to jeru- 

F Jofepb, cx Hecat, contra ApioOi iib* n Solin, Synccl. & al,^ 

falem, 
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falem, refolvcd to puniOi the Jews with as great feverity 
as he had exercifed upon the Tyrians. He was advancing 
with full fpeed towards their metropolis, when the pon- 
tiff, attended by all the priefts in their habits of ceremony, 
met him at fomc diflance from the city, in order to depre- 
cate his wrath, and were very gracioully received. ' Alex- 
ander entering Jerufalem, the high-prieft and his retinue 
conducted him to the temple, where he caufed a great 
number of vi£lims to be ofered to the God of the Jews. 
The reader may fee an account of this tranfacfion in our 
Hiftory of Alexander the Great, Mn’th an account of the 
great favours which that monarch granted to tl^c Jews, 
and his poftponing the requeft of the Samaritans to an- 
other opportunity. All that we need to add here is, that 
the temple of the latter on Mount Garrizzim proved the 
fource of continual evils to the Jews, and the conftant 
afylum of their apoflate brethren, who never foiled to go 
over to the Samaritans, as foon as they found themfclves 
in danger of punifhment for any Enormous crimes 

Alexander at the fame tim^conferred many favours on 
the Jews, a great number^ /fjf whom, at his return into 
Alexandria, he fettled ^Vlere, ^ and endowed with large 
privileges and 1111 m unities, allowing them the free exercife 
of their religion, and admitting them to the fame fran- 
chifes and liberties with his own Macedonians®. But what 
gave them the greateft advantage over their Samaritan ri- 
vals, was an infurreftion. in their capital againft his fa- 
vourite Andromachus, whom he had made governor of 
Syria and Paleftine. ‘ 

All this while the Jews continued in his favour, both 
in Paleftine and out of it : only thofe that vi'ere in his 
army, were like to have forfeited it by their refufal to 
aflift at the rebuilding of the temple of Belus, which that 
monarch had begun. The invincible conftancy with 
which they bore his fevereft punifhments, wrought at 
length fo far upon him, that he difeharged them from bis 
fervicc, and fent them into their ovni country ^ Four 
years after his deceafe, died alfo Jaddua, the Jewifh high- 
prieft, in the twentieth year of his pontificate, and was 
fucceeded by his fon Onias, who enjoyed that dignity 
about twenty-one years. ^ 

With Alexander expired the profperous Rate of the 
Jews : their country, being fituate oetween Syrja and 

«* Hccatseus Abder. ap- Jofeph, cont- Apion, lib. ii. ^ Qujnt. 
Curt, lib, iv. cap. 8 . ^ Jofepb. ex Hecat. lib. i. cunt. Apion. 
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l^ccamc fubjcft to all the revolutions and wars, 
which his ambitious fucceflbrs waged againll each other; 
being fucceflively invaded and captivated by the Syrians 
and Egyptians, and conitantly opprefled under either go- 
vernment. At firft it was together with Syria and 

Phoenicia, to Leomedon the Mitylenian, one of Alexan- 
der’s generals and confirmed to him by a fecond parti- 
tion-treaty but be being foon after ftripped of the other 
two by Ptolemy, Judiea was the only nation which flood 
firm to him, from a fenfe of their oath of allegiance ; fo 
that the Egyptian king was forced to invade it with a 
powesful army, and accordingly laid clofe fiege to Jerufa- 
lem. The place, bring ftrongly fortified by art and na- 
ture, might have found him work enough, had not a fu- 
perftitious fear of breaking the fabbath prevented the be- 
fieged from making any defence on that day ; which being 
underilou by the king, he caufed it to be ftormed on the 
fabbath, and accordingly took the city without any oppo- 
fition This fuccefs did not however prevent his treat- 
ing them with great feverity ; he carried near a hundred 
thoufand of them captives into Egypt ; but reflecling foon 
after on their known loyjlty to their former conquerors, 
and thefacred regard they paid to their Uuths, and being, 
by the reduftion of Jerufalem, become mailer of Jud;?ea 
and Samaria, he committed the keeping of feveral confider- 
able garifons, boih here and in Egypt, to them ; and hav- 
ing made them fwear allegiance to him, and to his heirs 
and fucceflbrs, endowed them with the fame privileges 
they had enjefyed under the Macedonians (Y). 

By 

E Chron. Alex. Eufeb. in Chron. Jofeoh. Ant. lib xi. cap. ult. 
^ Agatbar. ap. Joleph. cont. Apion. lib. i. Ariit. in Libell. de 
LXX. Jnterp. 

(Y) Of thofe whom he car- 
ried away into Egypt, he chofe 
about thirty thoufand of the 
iloutefi to fill his garifons ; the 
reft he fent, fome to ?iflill them 
with provifiohs, others into 
Libya and Cyrene, which he 
had lately fubdued. Applan 
adds, that he demolifhed the 
walls, of Jerufalem before he 
returned home. However, he 
fhewed fuch kindnefs to thofe 
Jews that came to fettle io £- 


gypt, that great numbers of 
them, being urtruflcd, partly 
by the fertility ol the country, 
and partly by the great privi- 
leges they enjoyed, flocked 
thither from other parts. 

From the latter of the coun- 
tries above mentioned, were 
defeended the Cyrenean Jews, 
among whom was Jafon, au- 
thor of the H iflory of the Mac- 
cabees, in five books, now lofl, 
but of which the fecond bjjok 
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The Hiftory of the Jews. 

By this time the Samaritans, who daily incrcafeJ in 
number, llrength, and wealth, by the continual concourfe 
of apoftate Jews, made Sichem their metropolis, which 
they enlarged and beautified- As they were neither fo 
fcrupulous about their oaths of allegiance, nor fo tena- 
cious of the precepts of the Mofaic law^ as their rJVals of 
Judica were, they feldom failed to fide with the ftrongeft, 
and, if occafion required, to comply with the will of their 
princes, even in things which were abfolutely forbidden by 
their law. This policy, which they never loft fight of, 
freed them from the many perfecutions which the Jews 
underwent ; fo that from this time, not only thofe who 
fled from Judsea to cfcape punilhment, but a much greater 
number, w^ent over to them, to avoid either perfecution 
on account of their law^, or the tyranny and oppreftion of 
their governors. As therefore this feft became fo nu- 
merous and powerful, as to make a confiderable-figure in 
the Jewifh hiftory, our readers will doubtlefs exped to be 
informed, how far their religion ^agreed or differed from 
that of the Jews •, and by what arguments they have, 
ever fince their reparation, endeavoured to prove their 
claim of precedence to, and to retort the imputation of 
fchifm upon them ; fince we* have already feen, that 
they were originally a mixture of Cutheans, and other 
foreign nations, fent thither by the AlTvrian kings, inftead 
of the ten tribes carried awa^ captive by them ; and now 
become a more mixed and mongrel nation, by the con- 
ftant refort and incorporation of all the renegade Jews (Z). 
Tile following articles contain a fliort fummary of their 


of the Maccabees is an epi- 
tome, Of the fame country 
werethofe Cyreneanjews men- 
tioned by St. Luke, and that 
Simon, wfio helped to bear the 
crofs of Chrift. 

This Jeivifli colony grew In 
time fo numerous, that 100,000 
of them were put to death for 
one mutiny in Vefpafian's timej 
and yer, in a fucceeding reign, 
they proved llrong enough to 
niafter the whole province, and, 
as Xiphilinus tells us, in the life 
ot Triijan, to maffacre 200,000 
Inhabitants of other nations. 


(Z) The Samaritans, in op- 
pofition to that which we have 
from the facred books concern- 
ing them, boafl themfelves de- 
feended from jofeph by Eph- 
raim ; they pretend, that when 
Jofhua entered into the Pro- 
mifed Lund, he cimfed a tem- 
ple to be built upon Mount Ga- 
rizzim, and appointed Rnz, of 
the feed of Aaron, to officiate 
as high-priefl, tram whom they 
boaft to h^ve an exadt genea- 
logy, and uninterrupted fuccef- 
lion down to this very tiffie. 

faith 
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faith in common with, and in oppofition to, that of 
the Jews. 

1. They believe in one God, and his fervant Mofes ; Their rtli^ 
and that Garizzim is the only place of God’s wor- gion^ 
fliip (A). 

2. They always circumcife their males on the eighth 
day, never deferring it upon any account, as the Jews do, 
fome of them till the hour of death. 

3. They never allow themfclves two wives, or to 
marry their nieces ; but the Jews do both. 

4. They are bound to walh themfclves every morning, 
after either mvitrimonial converfe, or any accidental de- 
filement j fo that they look upon every veflcl and the 
houfliold-ftufF they touch, before fuch an ablution, to be 
polluted. 

5. They obferve the fabbath with the greateft ftricl- 
nefs, abftaining from matrimonial commerce on that 
night, lighting no fires, nor ftirring from their houfes, 
unlefs to go to the fynagogue, where they read fome por- 
tion of the Pentateuch, ofier up their prayers to, and fing 
the praifes of God. 

6. Of all their folemn feflivals, the Paflbver is by them 
efteemed the chief 5 they likewife obferve the other two 
of Pentecoft, and of Tabernacles, with great exadlnefs, 
and the grand fall: of Expiation with uncommon ftridlnefs. 

7. They never offer any facrifice but on Mount Ga- 
rizzim \ 

1 Vide Int. al. Bafnag. ubi fiipra, 

(A) The Jews, fay they, favour of the Jews, and cfpe- 
follow other teachers, other cialJy of the houfc of David ; 
precepts, taken from their other they defpife the Jewlfli pre- 
books, traditions, andfexpofi- tence of oral tradition, and all 
tions ; we adhere to the five their targuins and talmuds. 
books of Mofes, and rejedf all They value themfelves for 
other writings, all other au- having preferred the ancient 
thority and interpretation, and Hebrew character, and curfe 
guide our filth and pradice the new one, which was fince 
fulely by the precepts of our introduced by Ezra, whom 
lawgiver. Accordingly they they brand with the name of 
never admitted any other books impofior, and who, they pre- 
but the Pentateuch. In con- tend, fubllituted it to the Mo- 
fequence of this maxim, they falc one, for the fake of thofe 
Tejedtr^all the prophetical and other books which he foifted 
hiftorical books, as written in into the Jewilh canon (i), 

(i) VideBafnage Hiftoire dei Juifj, tom, ii. parti, chap. 3 
Bb. vii. chap. 25. ^ 

8 . They 
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8. They boafl a continued fuccefllon of priefts, from 
B.UZ, the ion of Phinehas, the catalogue of which is pre- 
ferved by them with the utmoft ftriftnefs ; and their 
high-prieft always makes his refidence at Sichem, now 
called Naploufe ; from whence he iflues out his diredl:ions 
to the whole fe£l for keeping their feftivals, and what- 
ever relates to the Mofaic obfervances (B). From this 
ftiort account of their faith and praftice, ope would be 
apt to conclude, that, except thofe points which related 
to their fchifm, they had been much ftrider obfervers of 
the Mofaic law than the Jews; but whatever they may 
have proved in later times, we fliall meet with fu^h fla- 
grant inftances of the contrary in the fequel of this and 
the next fedlion, as will eafily evince how ready they 
were, upon the leaft danger of perfecution, or fevere 
ufage, from their governors, to facrifice their religion to 
their intereft and fafety. 

How and when the manufeript of the Pentateuch came 
into the hands of the Samaritans, is hard to guefs. The 
general opinion is, that it was brought into Samaria by 
the prieft, whom Efarhaddon fent to inftruft the new in- 
habitants of that country. The book was not unknown 
to feveral ancient fathers, particularly Origen and St. 
Jerom, who both underftood the Hebrew tongue ; but 
they have given us no light about it. The opinion of 
fome learned moderns*^ is, tfiat it was brought to Samaria 
by Manafles, Sanballat'& fon4n-law lately mentioned ; 
and that it was tranferibed from that of Ezra, fince we 
find in it all the emendations and explanatfons which that 
infpired feribe is fuppofed to have made to thofe five 
books; and confequently could be of no older date, much 
lefs have been brought by that Hebrew prieft above 
mentioned. However, each fyftem has its difficulties, 
which are not eafily folved ; all that we fhall add con- 
cerning this book is, that, befides this copy written in 
their old charafter in the Hebrew tongue, they had an- 
other written in the vulgar language fpoken among them, 
becaufe, like the Jews, they had forgot the old Hebrew, 
and were accustomed to a mongrel mixture of Aflfyrian, 

F. Simon. Hill. Crit.V. T. lib. i. cap. lo. Prid. ubi fupra. 

(B) This fe£t is flill very the Ottoman empire, ^belides 
numerous, not only in their thofe which are difperfed into 
metropolis, but in Damafeus, the northern parts of Europe 
Gaz4, Cairo, and other parts of and Afia. 


Babylonifh, 
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Babylonifh, and Chaldee. Befides this, they had a Greek 
yerfion of it for the fake of their Hellenillical brethren, as 
the Jews had the Septuagint ; and it is probable, that 
this was the verfion which is mentioned by feveral ancient 
fathers h fiiicc they cannot be fuppofed to have under- 
Itood either the original, or the vulgar verfion. The 
old Hebrew copy afterwards remained unknown to the 
Chriftians, during near ten centuries. Scaliger was the 
firft modern who got intelligence of it; after which it was 
brought over into Europe, and printed in the polyglots of 
Paris and London ; the latter of which is by far the befh 
and moft correft, as well as the Latin verfion of it 

We return to Judiea, which we left in the pofleffion of 
the king of Egypt, but which he was, about five years 
after, forced to abandon to Antigonus and his fon, who 
came againft him with a fuperior army. Ptolemy con- 
tented himfelf with demanding the cities of Ace, Samaria, 
Joppa, and Gaza, and wdth carrying off an immenfe 
booty, as well as a great number of inhabitants, whom he 
fettled in Alexandria, and endow'^ed with confiderablc pri- 
vileges and immunities, as Alexander had done before 
him. He was then defigning to make that city the me- 
tropolis of Egypt, and was fo well fatisfied with the fide- 
lity and induftry of the Jews, that he fpared no en- 
couragement to allure them| infomuch that vaft numbers 
flocked continually thither from Judaea and Samaria, 
chufing to live under fo generQus and friendly a prince in 
a foreign country, rather than in their own, under the 
fluftuating government of fo many contending tyrants. 

Seleucus very much imitated the clemency and generofity 
of the Egyptian king, a charafter which was quite oppo- 
fite to that of Antigonus i who was of fuch a fierce na- 
ture, that he ftuck at no cruelty, falfhood, or tyranny, 
that ferved his turn. This made great numbers of the 
Jews fall away likewife from that tyrant to Seleucus, who 
gave them much the fame privileges and franchifes that 
his competitor granted in Egypt. He built fixteen cities 
in Lefler Afia, which he, from his father, called An- 
tioch ; nine he called by his own name, and fix by that 
of his mother Laodicca ; three from his firft wife Apa- 
mea, and one from Stratonice his laft wife : in all thefe 
he fettled fuch confidcrable colonies of the Jews, efpe- 

t African. Eufeb. Dlod- Tarfenf. Sc a1. ap. Prid. ubi fupra. 
m Vide Scalig. de Emend. Temp. cap. 7 . U/fer. Epill, ad L. Ca- 
pcl. Walton. Prolcg. in Pol^^gl. Morin. Prid, & al. 
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The Hiftory of the Jews. 

cially at Atitioch in Syria, that they became almoft a« 
confiderable a part of thofe cities as they were at Alexan- 
dria. Hence that nation came to fpread themfelves over 
Syria and Leffer Afia, whilft Jud?ea grew thinner of in- 
habitants, till it was again recovered by Ptolemy ; after 
which they came (till over to him from the provmces of 
Antiochus, and increafed the number of thofe whom he 
found in Babylon; from all whom he received fuch con- 
fiderable fcrvices, that he fpared no favours nor en- 
couragement to bind them to his intereft. 

Soon after the recovery of Judaea by Ptolemy Soter, 
died Simon the Jewifli high-prieft, in the ninth. year of 
his pontificate He had fucceeded his father Onias, and 
had been fo eminent for his fantlity and integrity, which 
fhone in all his aftions, that he was furnamed the Juft, 
He was the firft pontiff of that name, and the excellent 
character which the author of Ecclefiafticus gives of him ", 
ftiews how highly he deferved the furname which his 
nation had beftowed. But he was no lefs remarkable for 
his other virtues, as a Jewifli prince and governor; wit- 
nefs bis repairing and fortifying the temple and the city 
with high and ftrong walls, hi^ famous ciftern covered 
with brafs, which he caufed to be made in Jerufalem, as a 
refervoir for water, of fuch capacious circumference, that 
the author above quoted co^npares it to a fea; but his 
moft confiderable work was the finifhing the canon of 
the Old Teftament, of which we have already fpoken (C). 

He 

^ Eufeb. Chron. " Ch. 1. 1 , U feq. 


(C) It has been already ob- 
fervedi that the books of Ezra, 
Nehemiah, and of the Chro- 
nicles, could not have been 
inferred into the canon by thofe 
two writers ; firft, becaufe 
there are in them fome mar- 
ginal coireftions, which muft 
have been inferted by fome of 
their fucceffors; and, fecond- 
ly, becaufe fome genealogies 
nre carried down far beyond 
their time, fome even to that 
of Alexander the Great 

The book of Eft her likewife 
feenis to have been written 
after their time, and, as fome 
think, the prophecies of Ma- 


lachi. As therefore this Si- 
mon the Juft is by all the Jews 
mentioned as the laft of the 
great lynagoguc, and was a 
man or fuch eminent piety 
and learning, it is not unrea- 
fonable to fuppofe, that he put 
the finifhing Itroke to the fa- 
cred code, either by inferting 
the books above mentioned, 
or, if they had been received 
before, by reviling and giving 
his fandtion to them. 

From this pontificate is dated 
the completing of the Yacred 
canon of the Old Teftament, 
which was thenceforward re- 
ceived and conveyed without 
revifal 
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He left a fon, named Onias ; but he being then an In- 
fant, Eleazar, Simon’s brother, was fubltituted high- 
prieft in his ftead. He executed this office fifteen years, 
but with this difference, that whereas all the high- 
priefls before had fat as prefidents of the fynagogue, or 
grand council of the Jews, Simon was fucceeded in his 
laft dignity by one Antigonus of Socho, a perfon of great 
learning and piety p. This man, who the Jews tell us 
was the mafter of Saddoc, the chief of the Sadducean 
feft, taught, that our ferving God ought to be free 
either from flavifti fear of punifhment, or from felfifti 
hope ijf, reward; and be wholly difmterefted, and flow 
from the pure love and fear of that Supreme Being. Rif§ ofthi 
Hence his difciple being unable to relifh fuch a fpiritual Sadducees^ 
dodlrine, took it into his head that his mailer meant no 
more by it, than that there were neither rewards nor 
punilhments, nor even life after this ; which notion be- 
came in time fo general among the richer fort of Jews, 
that they monopolized all the great places In church and 
ftate, as we fhall fee in due time (D). Ptolemy 

p De hoc. vid« lib. Juchafln, S}ialiheL £1. Leviu. in Cabbahi k al. 

revifal or corre6iion. From ment call by different names, 
this time the Jewifli doctors fuch as dodtors, fcribes, law- 
applied themfelves wholly to tyers, rulers, and fuch-like, af- 
lludy, explain, and comment fedled to call themfelves Tan- 
upon them ; and their expofl- naim, or traditionalifts^ becaufe 
tions were in time received they handed down their expo- 
with as much 'fubmiflion, as fitions and dodtrines by oral 
the facred books themfelves, tradition to their difciples ; 

(D) Antigonus thus became and their authority once quot- 
head of a new kind of fyna- ed in any of their fchools upon 
gogue, which continued from any point, either put an end 
this time to that of Jehuda-h to the controverfy, or the re- 
Hakkadofli, the compiler of the cufant was looked upon as an 
Mifhna, as the old one had apollate from his mafler : and 
from Ezra to Simon the Juft, as all other difputes in political 
The difference between them affairs were to be decided by 
was, that the old one had be- the law of God, of which thefe 
flowed their time and labour Tannaim were the interprct- 
in colledling, revifing, and ers, fo they were chofen alfo 
completitig the canon of the to aflift, and Ibme of the molt 
Old Tel£mcnt; the ktter confiderable for learning, zeal, 
were wholly employed in ex- &c. to preflde in all the courts 
poundTng and commenting up- of judicature, from the fanhe- 
on it. Thefe, therefore, whom drim or great council of the 
the authors of the New Telia- nation, confifting of feventy- 
VpL. nil D ‘ fwo 
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The Hijlory of the Jews. 

Ptolemy, furnamed Philatlelphus, having fucceeded hi's 
father in Egypt, the Jews fuund in him as great a protec- 
tor as they had in Ptolemy Soter j and with this advan- 
tage, that the fon, being a great lover of learning, and 
upon the point of rearing his noble library at Alexandria, 
drove to oblige them wdth greater favours than any of his 
predecefTors had granted, in order to obtain from them a 
copy uf the facred books, to be tranflated into Greek, and 
dcpufitcd there among that immenfe number of volumes 
which he had procured from all parts of the world. This 
vrj fion is that which is commonly known by the name of 
iSeptuagint. Ufher places the making of it in the feventh 
year of that monarch s reign. Indeed, when we confider 
how much this performance has been celebrated, not only 
by the mod learned Jewidi writers, but alfo hy the ancient 
fathers, as well as many celebrated moderns j how much it 
has been extolled, as a work manifedly conduced by a 
miraculous Providence, and as fuch referred to and quoted, 
both by our Saviour and his apodles, and by all the pri- 
mitive writers of the Chridian church, it will perhaps be 
expe£led that we (hould be foinewhat copious upon the 
fubjedl. But when we refle£l on the other hand, that all 
thofe extravagant encomialls have not only blindly follow- 
ed their romantic leader, but have, in many cafes, em- 
bellilhed his furprifing account of this tranfa£lion 5 that 
Arideas, the fird broacher orthis hidory, has only covered 
himfelf with the perfonage, if not with the name of a 
heathen writer, and an officer of Ptolemy’s guards, that 
he might be the more liberal of his incenfa to the Jewifh 
nation j that he is guilty of feveral flagrant anachron- 
ifms, and of a manifed falfhood at the very threfhold. 
of his account, where he makes Demetrius Phalereus the 
fuppofed promoter of this great work, a favourite of 
the king, when the contrary plainly appears ; when wc 
confider that Jofephus, Aridobulus, a Jewifh peripatetic 
philofopher, Philo, the Talmudids, and other rabbies, 
either only copied, or in fome cafes improved upon him j 
and ladly, that thofe ancient fathers, Judin Martyr, Ire- 
naeus, Cyril, Chryfodom, Auftin, Epiphaiiius, and others, 
have too greedily fwallowed up the Jewilh account of this 
pretended miraculous verfion, by reafon of the preference 
which Chriit and his apodles feem to have given it either 
to the original, or to the other verfions then extant we 

two, down to the more inferior city; and upon this account they 
ones, which they had in every were alfo called counfellors. 

hopC| 
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liDpe, upon all thefe confulerations, our readers will 
cafily excufe our not entering into fo Ipacious a field, and 
: be content with the fuccindt account we fliall now give 
them of it in the note (E). 

All 


(E) The account wC have 
of this verfion, out of the book 
which goes under the name of 
Arifteas, and out of thofe other 
authors who have followed him, 
is in fubllance as follows : Pto- 
lemy Philadelphus, a great 
lover or learning, was enrich- 
ing the noble library which 
had been begun by his father, 
when Demetrius Phalereus, 
who had the infpefllon of that 
work, acquainted him, that 
there were certain bonks held 
facred among the Jews, which 
highly deferved a place in his 
colleftion, if they could by any 
means be procured. He ad- 
vlfed him, at the fame time, 
of a method, in all likelihood 
the mnft effedlual, to prevail 
on the Jewifhfanhedrim to leiitf 
thofe volumes, together with 
a fufiicient number of learned 
men, to Alexandria, to tranf- 
late them intoVj-reek; namely, 
by a gene' al redemption of all 
the Jewilh captives that had 
been taken during the late 
wars. 

Upon enquiry, the number 
of them was found to amount 
to about a hundred thou fan d ; 
at which Ptolemy was fo far 
from being difeouraged, thfat 
he caufed an edl£t to be ifTued 
out fur a total releafe, and the 
fum of twenty drachms per 
head to be paid for their re- 
demption out of his own trea- 

After this iignal favour to 
the Jewifli nation, the king 
fent a fplendid embaily, laden 


with prefents, to Eleazar the 
then Jewifli high-prieft ; who, 
on his fide, readily complied 
with the king*8 requefr, and 
fent him, with the copy of the 
facred books, written in letters 
of gold, feventy-two Jews, 
well (killed in the Hebrew and 
Greek tongues, and a letter of 
thanks for his noble prefents, 
in wdiich he congratulated him 
on his glorious undertaking, 
and wiflied him good fuccefs. 

Ptolemy received the inter- 
preters with uncommon re- 
fpeft, and paid fuch a regard 
to the facred volume, that he 
bowed himfelf fevett times 
down to the ground before it; 
after which he entertained his 
guefts with luitablc magnifi- 
cence feven days fuccefiively, 
alluring them, that he (hould 
efteem the day of their arri- 
val as an addition to the glory 
of his reign. They were con- 
ducted three days after into 
the iiland of Pharos, which 
flood about feven furlongs 
from Alexandria, where De- 
metrius placed them in a 
fumptuous edifice, conveni- 
ently fituated near the Ihore, 
and there they fet immediately 
about the work. 

Their method, according to 
Arifleaa, was to fit at it from 
fix in the morning to three in 
the afternoon ; after which 
they returned into the city, 
where they had their victuals, 
and other necelTaries, prepared 
for them at the king’s expcncc. 
Whenever any difficul^ was 
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All th&t Ihall add here will be two or three remarks 
Concerning this work. The firlt is^ that there was near 

that 

llarted, they debated it in a He adds, that when ihey came 
full aflembly ; and when the to be compart'd together, there 
point was fettled, a fair tran- was fuch an exa£t conformity 
feript was made, and fent to between them all, that the king, 
Demetrius, till the whole ver- who looked upoi> it as altogc- 
lion was hnifhed, which took ther miraculous, fent the in- 
up only feventy or feventy-two terpreters home laden with ho- 
days. nour, and with the richefl: pre- 

Philo, an Alexandrian Jew, fents ; and received their writ- 
who was fent on an emba^y to ings with thatveneratfon which 
Caius Czfar, foon after our was due to books divinely in- 
Saviour*s death, has greatly fpired, 

improved the ftory of Arifteas, His account of this vertion 
and fpeaks of this veriion as al- is fomewhat different in an- 
together miraculous ; for, he other work of his, where he 
adds, that ujxm comparing the tells us, that Ptolemy fent to 
feveral interpretations of thofe Herod, king of the Jews, for 
feventy men, which, accord- thofe facred books ; and thar, 
ing to him, had been carried upon their being fent in their 
on by each of them feparately, original tongue and character, 
there was not found fo much which were unknown in Egypt, 
as the difference of a word be- he had been forced to fend tohim 
tween them all , but that they for fome interpreters to tranf- 
had rendered every period, • late them into Greek ; which 
not only in the fame fenfe, but defire being likewife complied 
in the fame phrafe, word, and with, copies of that verfion 
order, throughout the wholes were ftill every where to be 
from whence he infers, that feen in the haifds of the Hel- 
they were divinely iafpired. lenift Jews in his time. 

He mentions nothing either of After this ample teflimony 
Arifteas or Demetrius Phalere- of that good and learned martyr, 
us, probably becaufe he would we need not wonder if fo many 
not be fufpeded of having co- ancient fathers have embraced 
pied and enlarged the former. the ftory, and looked upon that 

Juftin Martyr, who has a- verfion as divinely infpired ; 
dopted this extraordinary addi- and fome of them have given 
tion of Philo, tells us, that it even the preference to the 
Pudemy had caufed the inter- original, in thofe places where 
preters to be fliut up, each in a the difference between them 
leparate cell, to prevent their could not be reconciled. £- 
communicating their thoughts piphanhis, who lived about 
to one another ; that, by the the middle of the third cen- 
couformity of their ieveral tury, and pretends to have 
tranftadons, he might the preferved the letter whicH Pto- 
more ealily judge of die faith- lemy wrote to the Jews, to 
iulnela of whole verfion. obtain thii verfion from them, 

hat 
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that tittit a verfion made of the facred Hebrew books into 
Greckj with which the Hcllenift Jews were fo highly de- 
lighted. 


has given us a copious account 
of it ; and to what has been 
faidby Arifteas, and the other 
authors above mentioned, has 
added fome other circumftances 
by way of improvement ; fuch 
as that there were but thirty- 
fix cells, into which the inter- 
preters were fliut up by two 
in each^ • that they had no 
windows, but received their 
light from the top by Iky- 
lights ; that each couple had 
a book given them to tranflate, 
which, when finifhed, was 
conveyed to the next cell, and 
foonto the third, fourth, &c, 
and thence to all the red: ; by 
which means each book was 
tranflated thirty-tix times : that 
they were confined to theif 
work from morning to even- 
ing ; after which each couple 
was conveyed in a feparate 
boat to the royal palace, where 
they fupped with the king; 
after which they were Ihut up, 
each in their fep^ate chamber, 
till the next day, when they 
were again conveyed to their 
lelpedtive cells. 

When the whole book of the 
Old Teftamcnt had gone thro’ 
the thirty-fix couples, their 
verfion s were read before the 
king, by thirty-fix readers, 
while a thirty-feventh held the 
original in his hand, with 
which they were compared ; 
and at the end were found to 
agree in every refpe<^, both 
with the Hebrew, and with 
each other, to fuch a degree of 
cxaftntfTs, that Ptolemy looked 
upon thofc interpreters as di- 
vinely infpired| and caufed 


their feveral works to be depo- 
fired in his library of Bru- 
chium. 

The Talmuds of Jerufalem 
and Babylon agree in moft of 
thefe particulars above men- 
tioned ; but pretend that Pto- 
lemy fent for thofe feventy-two 
Jewifti elders, without ac- 
quainting them what work he 
deligned to fet them upon, till 
they were arrived at Alexan- 
dria, when he caufed them to 
be all Ihut up, each in a fepa- 
rate cell, and gave them the 
facred books to tranllate. 

Laftly, and to name no more, 
St. Clement of Alexandria, 
and Eufebius, quote fome - 
fragments out of one Arillobu- 
lus, a peripatetic Jew of A- 
lexandria, who is faid to have 
written a comment on the Pen- 
tateuch, and to have dedicated 
it to Ptolemy Philometor, to 
whom he had been tutor. In 
which dedication he mentiona 
this Greek verfion, which had 
been made by Ptolemy’s com- 
mand, and under the diredtion 
of Demetrius Phalcreus. 

The two fathers above men- 
tioned quote this comment to 
prove the poffibillty of Pytha- 
goras, Plato, and other Greek 
philolbphers, having taken 
moll of their philofophy out 
of the facred volumes, fince 
th^ had been tranllated fo long 
before in that known language. 

The reader may fee, by what 
has been extradM out of all 
thofe authors, both Jewiih and 
Chrifiian, that the Aory of thip 
verfion has gained con&krably 
by every hand it baa ^nt 
D 3 throuf ; 
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lighted, that, Philo tells us they inftituted an annual 
feaft in memory of it, and made a yearly vifit, in folemn 
proceflion, to the ifle of Pharos, where it had been made 
by the feventy-two Ifraclitifli elders: whereas, the more 
zealous Hebraizing Jews, who looked upon it as a vile 
prophanation of their holy religion, conceived fuch a hor- 
ror ag iirift it, that they inftituted a faft in memory of it. 
Thefe even arid, that the day on which it was began, 
proved as fatal to the Ifraelites, as that on which Jero- 
boam fef up the golden calves at Dan and Beth-el, and 
that the Iky was covered with thick daiknefs three days 
fucceflivcly ^ The Samaritans have likewife laid claim 

q In vit. Mofis. r In lib Soplieiim. Vid, Scaligcr. Not. in 
Clirun. Eu eb. Tub ann 1134. 


through ; and this improve- 
ment, as well as fome other 
variations which are found a- 
mong thnle writers, is one 
main argument why the far 
greater part of our modern cri- 
tics iTjeft it as a Jewifh device, 
calculated to advance the glory 
of that nation. 

Bur this is not the only plau- 
fible argument agalnft it. We 
have oblerved, in the text* 
above, fome material objec- 
tions that are juftly urged 'a- 
gainft the pretended Aiifteas, 
who is the firfl writer of this 
ftory ; particularly, that he 
was a Jew'in dirguife, notwith- 
ftanding his pretending to be 
a heathen, and one ot Ptole- 
my’s guards ; and this appears 
firft from his ftyle, which is 
fraught both with Hebraifms, 
and with panegyrics on the 
Jewifti nation. 2. The praifes 
he gives the Egyptian king 
and court are mohly falfe, and 
all of them calculated to ad- 
vance the credit of the Jevvs^ 

The vail ezpenpe which he 
makes Ptolemy' tp have been 


at, to get this verlion perfedl- 
ed, and which, put together, 
and computed at the moft mo- 
derate rate, mull have amount- 
ed to near two millions fter- 
ling ; the fending for feventy- 
two elders, that is, fix out of 
each of the twelve tribes, at a 
time when the names and tribes 
of Ifrael were abforbed into 
that of Jew’s; the extraordi- 
nary anfwers which rhofe in- 
terpreters are fa.d to have 
given extempore to the king’s 
quedions; and ladly, the ftory 
of Demetrius Phalereus being 
fuch a great favourite with rhiiC 
inoHriruh ; and the viflory 
which the latter is there affirm- 
ed to have gained at fea over 
Antigonus, and w’hich is men- 
tioned by no other writer; all 
thefe, put together, render 
the whole account very incre- 
dible. But our defign is not 
here to confute it, but to di- 
refl our readers to thofe au- 
thors who have written more 
copioufty on that fubjefl, and 
which he will find below ( i ) . 


(0 Pu Pin. Script Ecblefiaft, parti, chap, vi, feiSI, j. Simon. 
Hift. Crit. V. T. Jib. ii. cap. a. UiTcr Hoddy, Prid. Connedl. fub 
A. C. 177. fub voce Spptaiite, & al. 

to 
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to the glory of this verfion, and pretend that their high- 
prieft, as well as that of the Jews, having been invited 
by Ptolemy to come at the head of a number of learned 
men to carry on the work, upon a review of both tranfla- 
tions, that of the Samaritans had been preferred to the 
Jewilh t^rfion, and placed in the library of the Egyptian 
monarch *. 

But whether all the books of the Old Teltanient were 
tranflated at once, and by the fame fet of men, or, as-fome 
affirm, only the five books of Mofes, we have no fufficient, 
ground to affirm : the latter fuppofition doth, liowever^ 
appear the more probable of the two, from the differenc* 
of ftyle"and exaftnefs, which manifeltly appears in them ; 
for that of the Pentateuch is not only more faithful and 
agreeable to the original, but feems fomewhatmore ancient, 
and in the Alexandrian dialedl ; whereas that of the other 
books is more loofe and incorreft, and fometimes renders 
the fame Hebrew word differently from that of the Mofaic 
books, which Teems to intimate that they had been done 
by different hands, and at fome diftance of time. Upon 
the whole, ills probable, that if the firft verfion went no ' 
farther than the Ptiitalcuch, the Hellenift Jews, who 
found fo great a benefit from it, did not go long without 
having all the reft of the facreu volume tranflated into the 
fame tongue. 

Our next remark is, that fhe learned Uflier has fixed 
the time of this verfion to this year, as he believed the 
main part of the hiftory, which we have under the name 
of Arifleas, to be true and genuine; for, had he placed it 
later, it could not have coincided with the time of Elea- 
zar, who is there mentioned as the Jewifli high-prieft, 
who fent the feventy-two tranflators into Egypt, and who 
died about the beginning of the following year ; and, had 
he placed it earlier, it would have been before Ptolemy 
had married his fifter Arfinoe ; whereas the Jewifh pontiff 
is there introduced as complimeniing that princefs, in his 
Jetter to the king, as his fifter and queen. 

We return now to the reign of Ptolemy, under whufe Jenas 
benign influence the Jews, enjoying all the tranquillity 
they could wifh, made ufe of that interval to ftudy and ^ 

explain the facred books. They kept open fchools, and ’ 

Antigonus Sochseus was at the head of them : he died in 
great efteem of his nation, though Sadoc, and another 
difciple, named Baithus, forfook him and his doftrinc. 


> Lib, Jofue Tub citat. 
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to fpread their own new-fangled Epicurifm, He had two 
fucceflbrs, namely, Jofeph the fon of Joazer, who took the 
title of nafli, or prince^ and Jofeph, the fon of John, who 
affumed that of ab-beth-din, or fathtr ox prtfident of the fanhe- 
drim ; and thefe jointly read their public leftures at Jeru- 
falem'. The Jewifli chronologers laft quoted, place An- 
tigonus’s death about the end of the twentieth year of 
Ptolemy's reign. 

On the other hand, fome other contendirig monarchs 
llicwed no lefs a defire to ingratiate themfeives with the 
Jews; particularly Antiochus, furnamed Theos, or the 
Gqdy and grandfon of Seleucus, granted to thofe of Ionia 
the fame privileges and franchifes with the Greeks.* This 
prince maintained a long and bloody war agalnft Ptolemy 
IPhiladelphus, which was, at length, terminated by a 
treaty of marriage, wherein the former was to marry Be- 
renice the daughter of ihe latter, and to repudiate his 
firft wife Laodicea ; but he having broken his contraft by 
a feries of enormous murders, was become fo odious to 
all his fubjefls every where, that Ptolemy Euergetes, who 
had fucceeded his father in Egypt, eafily difpoffelTed him 
of the provinces of Syria and Cilicia, befides feveral other 
cities of Afia, Euergetes,. in his return from all thefe 
conquefts, pall through Judaea in his way to Egypt, and/ 
vifiting Jerufalem, offered a great number of facrifices at 
the temple, as an acknowlegefnent of his late fucceffes “ (F). 

Soon after this period Eleazar died, and Onias, though 
above thirty years of age, was, for what reafon does not ap- 
pear, fet afide from the high-priefthood to make way for his 
great uncle Manaffes, the fon of Jaddua, the uncle of Sir 
mon the Juft. Manaffes being then very old, enjoyed it 
but a little while ; and left it to Onias, who afeended the 
pontifical chair in the thirty-fecond year of his age, and in 
the thirty-fixth of Ptolemy PhiJadelphus, but in an unlucky 
hour for the Jew^s. Onias, being of a bafe fordid fpirit, 
neglefted every thing but hoarding up of treafure, and 
was like to have ruined the Jewifli ftate by his avarice, 
had not a near relation of his found out a notable expe- 
dient to fave it^. 

' Pirkc, Abboth. Juchafiii, & al. fup. citac. « Jofeph. coat. 
Apion. lib. ii. w Id, Antiq, lib. xii. cap. 3. 

(F) And yet he lived and have been an impious pollu- 
died a heaven ; therefore his don according to the religion 
facrificing in the temple muft of the Hebrews. 
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Judaea had till then been taxed at the yearly tribute of 
twenty talents of filver, which fum his predeceflors had 
conftantly paid to the kings of Egypt ; but Onias growing 
more covetous, as he grew older, had funk that money 
into his own coffers, inftead of fending it to the king's 
treafuryJ How long he ha<l gone on in arrears, our au- 
thor doth not tell us ; but they were grown to fuch a 
height, that Ptolemy Euergetcs thought fit to fend Athe- 
nion, one of the officers of his court, to demand them of 
that pontiff, threatening him at the fame time, that if 
they were not immediately paid, he would drive all the 
Jews out of their country, and re-people it with new 
colonies of his own. This uiicxpefted demand put the 
whole city into the utmoft coiifternatlon ; and Onias, 
who valued neither his dignity nor nation, in comparifon 
of his money, was the only perfon who remained infen- 
fible of the danger ; refolved to facrifice both to the re- 
fentmeht of that prince, rather than refund any part of his 
llolen pelf. His fifter had then a fon by her hufband To- 
bias, who, though young, was highly efteemed for his pi- 
ety, juftice, and prudence ; he was then at his country- 
feat, whither his mother fent him word of the peril in 
which her brother’s fordid’difpofition was like to involve 
the whole nation, Jofeph (that was the noble youth’s 
name) loft no time to come and expoftulate with his uncle. 
He upbraided him in the ftrongeft terms for bafely prefer- 
ing his ill-gotten riches to the fpcred nature of his func- 
tion, the fafety of his country, and efpecially his friends 
and relations ; *and finding him deaf to all he urged, ad- 
vifed at him at leaft to take a journey into Egypt, and 
endeavour to obtain a remiffion, cither of the whole, or 
part of the debt. All the anfwer he could obtain from 
the refty old pontiff was, that he never coveted either his 
dignity or government ; and that he was refolved to fore- 
go them both, rather than take fuch a long journey. There 
being no remedy left, Jofeph offered to go and deprecate 
the wrath of the Egyptian monarch. His uncle relilhing 
the propofal, he convened the people, and communicated 
his delign, which was univcrfalJy applauded. Then he 
invited Athenion to his houfe, where he entertained him 
fumptuoully, and by dint of fomc valuable prefents fe- 
cured his good offices with the king his mafter. Accord- 
ingly that minifter, on his return to court, prepoffeffed 
Ptolemy very much in favour of Jofeph. This young 
Jew, in a little time, fet out for Alexandria, where he 
pot only prevailed upon the king to mitigate his demand 
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of the arrears of the tribute ; but alfo by his addrefs ob- 
tained the farm of the revenues of Coelefyria, Phoenicia, 
and Judaea. Having procured this profitable contraft, and 
borrowed a confiderable fum of his Egyptian friends, he 
returned to Jerufalem, attended with an efcort of tv/o 
thoufand men, to aflift him in collefting the ro^al tri- 
bute, and to punifti thofe who fhould refufe to pay it ; 
the fuccefs of his commiiTion the reader majfee in the 
note (G). 

Ttohmy In the interim, Ptolemy, furnamed Philopator, fuc- 

Philopaior, ceeded his father Euergetes in Egypt, not without ftrong 

(G) The Afcalonites were was difpofled of thofe pit)vinces 
the fird who felt the fevere et- by Aiiriochus the Great, as 
fefts of his authority. They will appear in its proper place- 
had not only difobeyed his com- Epiphanea having recover- 
mands, but had even loaded ed them in the fequel, by 
him with bitter inveiSlives, fo a marriage with Antioghus’s 
that, to prevent the infection daughter, Jofeph was alfo re- 
fpreading farther, he was forced ftored to his farms, and enjoy- 
to make a fevere example of cd them many years after, 
them to the reft. He caufed even, as our Jewifti hiftorian 
twenty of the ringleaders to be tells us, to the day of his death, 
hanged, and confifeated thpr • Jofeph by this time had feven 
eftates, out of which he fent a fons by one of his waives, and 
thoufand talents to the king, an eighth named Hyrcan, by the 
with an account of what hehad, daughter of his brother Selinus, 
done. He treated the inhabi- who artfully fubflituted her in 
tants of Scyihopolis after the the room*of a beautiful Egyp- 
fame manner : the reft being tian dancer, whom he had pro- 
all over-awed, did willingly mifed to procure for Jofeph's 
open their gates, and pay their pleafure. When the cheat 
taxes ; and Jofeph, at the fame was difeovered, Sellnus fo well 
time that he remitted them in- expoftulated the matter with 
to Egypt, did from time to him, that he eafdy convinced 
time fend fome prefents to his him, he had adted a friendly 
friends there, to keep up his in- part in preventing his expofing 
tereft at court. As for the king, himfelf to the contempt of the 
he was fo pleafed with fuch a Egyptians, by cohabiting with 
confiderable augmentation of fuch a public adlrefs, Jofeph, 
his revenue, that he continued fatisfied with his reafons, took 
him in his nlfice two-and-twen- his new wife home, and had this 
ty years, during which time he Hyrcan by her, who proved 
gained an immenfe treafure, fuch a promifing youth, that he 
under the reigns of three Pto- foon ingrofled his affedtion from 
Icmics, namely, Euergetes, all his other brethren ; and the 
Philopator, and Epiphanes, the fequel will ftiew, that ht really 
libn ot Philometor, which laft deferved it ( i ) . 

(t) Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xii. cap. 4. 

fufpicion 
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fufpicion of hk having difpatched him by poifon, as he 
was indeed profligate enough for fuch a deed ; and Simon 
II. had fucceeded his father Onias foon after in the pricft- 
hood at Jerufalem. This pontiff was of a quite different 
fpirit from his father ; he was a man of great piety and 
zeal, of' Angular conduft and courage; all which were 
put to a fevere proof, before he had paflcd the firft year 
of his pontificate. He was moreover free from that for- 
did avarice which had proved fo detrimental to the Jew- 
ifli ftate during his father's office ; for, befides thofe dan- 
gers which his wife nephew had the addrefs to avoid, they 
fuffered a conftant feries of evils from the Samaritans^ 
ever fince thefe laft came to be aware of the bafenefs of 
the Jewiih pontiff. Nothing lefs indeed could be expect- 
ed from that exafperated nation, who watched all oppor- 
tunities to vent their malice, than that they fhould take 
the advantage of their weak government to enfnare and 
opprefs them Accordingly Jofephus tells us, there was 
fcarce a year in which they did not make fome incurfion, 
ravage the country, and carry away captives, during the 
whole time of that cowardly prieft*. But, to return to 
Philopator ; he had like to have loft Paleftine by the 
treachery of Theodore, goVerno»r of Phoenicia, who had 
rebelled againlt him, and engaged to put that province, 
together with thofe of Judaea and Coelefyria, into Antio- 
ch US'S hands, who had always looked upon them as dif- 
membered from his own kingdopi. The plot having been 
timely difeovered, Antiochus openly invaded Galilee, 
took a great m^ny cities on both fides Jordan, particularly 
Philoteria, on the north fide of the fea of Tiberias, Beth- 
fhan, or Scythopolis, on the fouth, and Ittabyrium, ftrongly 
fituated on Mount Tabor. From thence he fubdued all 
the land that had formerly belonged to the two tribes and 
half, on the other fide Jordan *, but winter drawing near, 
he left five thoufand men there under the command of 
Hippolochus and Keraeas, two other revolters from Pto- 
lemy, to keep the country in awe till next fpring. By 
that time Ptolemy came with fuch a powerful army againft 
him, that he defeated him in a fet battle, and forced him 
out of thofe provinces ; afrer which all the cities readily 
opened their gates, and feiit their ambaffadors to make 
their fubmilfion and prefcnts to the conqueror 

The Jews, always attached to the Egyptians, were fome 
of the forwardeft to come and congratulate him upon his 

X Aotiq. lib. xii. cap.41 7 Id. ibid, cip.^ 4. 3 Macc. i. i, ki'c 
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late fuccefs. They were kindly received by him, and, 
among other marks of his favour, he told them, that he 
defigned to go to Jerufalem, and offer facrifices to their 
God. He went thither accordingly ; and, befides a great 
« number of vlftims which he there offered, he made fome 
confiderable prefents to the temple ; this munificence, 
however, afforded them but a fhort-lived joy, which was 
ne tmpli foon after turned into the deepeft mourning. The beauty 
profaned of the temple, and the fplendid order and decency of its 

himp worfhip, unhappily raifed in the king a curiofity of feeing 

the infidc. Simon IL who then officiated as high-priell, 
failed not to reprefent to him the facred nature of the 
place the entrance of which was by their law forbid not 
only to ftrangers, but even to the Jews themfelves, who 
were not of the facerdotal order : he even ventured to de- 
nounce fome heavy puniffiment from God, in cafe he 
prefumed to profane the temple j whilft the priefts were 
humbly furrounding him to obflrucf his paffage, and the 
people, in the utmoft conflernation, fending up their cries 
to heaven to avert his defign. All this oppofition ferved 
only to inflame his curiofity. He forced his way through 
Hijmira-‘ the outward courts, and was going on to enter into the 
cm!§uj pu- holy place itfelf, when God fmbte him with fuch a dread 
terror of mind, as put a full flop to his farther pro- 
grefs. He was carried out half dead by his attendants, 
nnd refenU But as foon as he retrieved thfe ufe of his fenfes, inftead of 
he powerful hand that had fmitten him, he 

Svwjr. ^ breathed out the moft dreadful threats, not onlj againll 
thofe who had Jared to oppofe his will, but againft the 
whole nation. He foon after departed from Jerufalem, 
full of the deepeft refentment, the fad eifcfts of which 
he was not long before he made them feel, by one of the 
moft dreadful perfecutinns that unhappy nation had ever 
The per/e fuffereJ. But it was happily flopped by the fingular in- 
eutiom/op- terpofitioii of Providence. We (hall give an account of this 
wonderful change in the hiftory of Ptolemy j and all that 
we fliall abferve here is, that as their conftancy to their 
religion had obtained this miraculous deliverance, it drew 
as heavy a puniffiment on thofe who through fear had 
apoftatized from it. Ptolemy, now more than ever con- 
^ vinced, that the Jews were prote£led by a divine power; 
and that men, who could be thus faithful to their God, 
could never turn rebels to their prince ; among other marks 
of his favour and high efteem, did, at their earned reqUeft, 
grant them full power to inflift what puniffiment they 
th<night fit oo th(^e few apoftales, who were loon after 

put 
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pnt to deaths to tht number of three hundred^ as a 
ing to future ages (H). 

Ptolemy Philopator died fome time after, and left the Yr. of FI, 
Kingdom to his fon, fumamed Epiphanes j who, being chr 
then but between four and five years old, gave a handle to 
his two Competitors, Antiochus the Great, and Philip of ^ 

Macedon, to join their forced to diveft the young monarch Ptoiemy 
of his whole^kingdom : the former was to invade the pro- Bpi^hantu 
vinces of Paleftine and Phoenicia, and the latter attack 
Egypt j and each was to keep all he conquered. On this 
occafion the wonted loyalty of the Jews failed them, fo 
that th^y took part with Antiochus, who made a quick 
progrefs in that province \ but was again as quickly de- 
prived of it by Scophas the Egyptian general, who re- 
duced the Jews to their former obedience. This advan- 
tage, however, proved but fliort-lived, and the Syrian 
king foon recovered it all from him ; and in this fecond generofity 
expedition the Jews did him fuch fignal fervices, that he to the 
refolvcd to fpare no favour to fix them to his intereft ; 
for when Scophas had only the citadel of Jerufalem left, 
into which he had thrown a ftrong garrifon, they received 
the Syrian troops and elephants into that city, and affifted 
them with all their power to drive the Egyptians out of 
it ; a talk which was foon accomplilhed by their united 
ftrength. 

Antiochus, therefore, willing to gratify the Jewilh na- 
tion for their fo freely engaging in his intereft againft the 
Egyptians, fent a letter to Ptolemy, his then general, which 
has been preferVed at large by Jofephus*. In this, hav- 
ing related the great fervices which that people had done Grants to 
him, he acquaints Ptolemy, that he defigned to reftore their the city 
metropolis to its ancient fplendor, liberty, and privileges, tindumpk* 
and to recall all thofe Jews who had been driven out of it : 


s Antiqt lib. xii* cap. 3. 


(H) The account of this 
perl'ecution and deliverance, 
which are not mentioned by 
jofephua, is taken from a per- 
formance of doubtful credit, 
called “ the third Book of the 
Maccabees,*' The author is 
fuppofed to have been an Alex- 
andriai^ew, who ftudied em- 
bellilhment more than truth. 
It written in Greek, and 
is quoted by fome ancient fa<^ 


thers as canonical, though dif- 
puted by others. There is al- 
fo a fourth book of the Macca- 
bees, which we have fometlmes 
quoted, though it in feveral 
places contradifls Jofephus and 
other hiftorians. The author 
is not certainly known ; for 
farther particulars the reader 
may confult Calmet's Preface 
to It. 


tir.:, 
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that, out of his fingular refpcft to the temple of their 
God, he granted unto them twenty thoufand pieces of 
fiiver. towards the charges ofviftims, frankincenfe, wine, 
and oil; one thoufand four hundred meafures of fiiie 
wheat, and three hundred feventy-five meafures of fait, 
towards their ufual oblations. He declared that the temple 
(hould be thoroughly repaired at his own colt ; that they 
fliould enjoy the free exercife of their religion ; that he 
would reftore the public fervice of the temple, and the 
priells, Levites, fingers, 61 c. to their ufual functions ; 
that no ftranger, or Jew, that was unpurified, (hould en- 
ter within the fept (1) of that facred place : ap4 that no 
flefh of unclean beads (hould be brought into Jerufalem, 
and other not even their (kins ; under the penalty of paying three 
privUeges, thoufand pieces of fiiver into the treafury of the temple. 

He farther granted an exemption from all taxes for three 

J ears to all the difperfed Jews that (hould come within a 
imited time to re people that metropolis: and decreed 
that all who had been fold for (laves, within his dominion, 
(hould be immediately fet free. By all thefe extraordi- 
nary favours, Antiochus fo attached the Jews to his in- 
tered, that not only Judxa, ^but all the other neighbour- 
ing provinces, readily hibmitted to him ; and that mo- 
narch, having in the fpace of one campaign fubdued and 
quieted them, returned to his capital, where he palTed the 
winter. 

Yr. of FI. About three years after this event died the high-pried 
** 4 °' Simon II. and was fucceeded by his fon Onias III. a per- 
fon of great piety, clemency*, and worthy to have lived 
' in better times than thofe of his pontificate proved, and de- 
Oniai HI. ferving of a better end than he met with, as the fequel will 
(hew. In the eighth year of Onias III. the Jews lod their 
great friend and proteftor Antiochus, who was murder- 
ed by the people of Elymais, but found as kind a patron 
Seleueus in his fon Seleucus for fome lime. The Jews were then 
jucceeds fuch high edeem, that fovereign princes courted their 

Antiochus, ffiend(hip, and made magnificent prefents to the temple ; 

and Seleucus furnilhed out of his own treafury all the ex- 
jjis kind- pences of the facrifice. Judaea enjoyed profound peace, 
nefj to the dnd their laws were obferved with great dridlnefs under 

Jeivt. 

> Antiq. lib. xii. cap, 4, Sc 5. Eufeb. Chron. & Cbron. Alexand. 

(I) This Inclofure, which from the unclrcumcifcd, within 
the Hebrew calls chel, was that which therefore it was'Unlawfid 
which feparated the circumcifed for the latter to enter (2). 

(s) Vide int. al. Ligbtfoote's Frofpefl of the Temple, cap. 17. 

their 
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their worthy high-prieft; until a mifunderftandlng which 
happened between him and Simon a Benjamitei brought 
a feries of evils on the Jewifh flate. 

"XOnias had then enjoyed the facerdotal dignity about fix- 
teen years ■, and Simon had been made governor of the 
temple- 'Perhaps that place was devolved to him from Jo- 
feph, the generous fonof Tobias, lately mentioned, whofe 
fon he is fuppofed to have been ; when an uproar happen- 
ing in the city, caufed this fatal breach betwixt thofe two 
great perfons in the eleventh year of Seleucus. The au- 
thor doth not tell us upon what account this tumult was 
raifed, aijd the conjeftures of modern authors about it 
are fcarce, worth mentioning. But this conteft, whatever 
it was, grew to fuch a height, that Simon, finding he 
could not get the better of the ftrenuous pontiff, went away 
to Apollonius the fon of Thrafeas, who was then gover- 
nor of Coelefyria and Paleftine, the only two provinces the 
Romans had left untaken from Seleucus and acquainted 
him, that there were immenfe treafures laid up in the 
temple of Jerufalem, which might at his pleafure be feized 
upon for the king's ufe. The governor fent to inform 
Seleucus of this particular (K), w^ho difpatchcd immedi- 
ately Heliodofus to fetch them away to Antioch. 

Heliodorus, the better to conceal the purport of his com- 
miflion, pretended that he was ordered to go and view all 
the cities of Coelefyria and Phoenicia, and only to take Je- 
rufalem in his way j but when Jie arrived in that city, 
where he was received by the Jews with fingular honours, 
he acquainted Onias with the orders he had received from 
the king, and made a more particular enquiry after thofe 
treafures. The high-prieft told him, that there was in- 
deed fuch a treafure in the temple, though nothing fo 
large as he had been informed -, that, befides thofe things 
that had been confecrated to God, the reft had been de- 
pofited there by, or for the widows and orphans, for their 


k » Maccab. iii. i, &c feq. Liv. lib, xxxv. & feq. Appian, 

in Synac. &c al, 2 Maccab. iii. per cot. 


(K) It h plain from this 
whole flory, which is taken 
from the fccond book of the 
Maccabees, and confirmed by 
Jofephus, that Seleucus had 
_pniDvrtl Pnlel^irie, Ctrlefyria. 
and Phoenicia, fome time be- 
fore his death. How his fa- 


ther got thefe provinces from 
the king of Egypt, will be 
fliewn in the Hiftory of the Se- 
lucida in Syria ; but how they 
reverted to that monarch, after 
they had been reftored to Pto- 
lemy upon his marriage with 
Cleopatra, we can no where find, 

fecii.tyj 


A fatal 
breath. ht~ 
tnveen Q- 
nias and 
Sirntm, 

Yr. of FI. 
Z172. 

Ante Chr. 

176. 


S'tmon*s 

treachery. 


Helhdorut 

fent to Je* 
rufalem» 
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fecurity, whofe property therefore they were ; that a con- 
fiderable fum had been likewife laid up there by Hyrcan 
the fon of Jofeph, a man of great dignity ; and that he, 
being the guardian of this wealth, could never give 
confent, that it ftiould be alienated from the right owners, 
to the difgrace of his dignity, and of that facr^d place, 
which was reverenced by all the world : but this fe- 
monftrance, not being fufficient to outweigh the pofitivc 
orders which Heliodorus had received from the king, he 
Endea- marched direftly towards the temple; the high-prieft and 
voKr; tQ the reft of the minifters of the place in vain endeavouring 
force the to obftruft his paflage. Whilftthe whole city vja^ in the 
utmoft confufion, the gates of the place were ordered to 
be broken down, and the Syrians were juft going to enter, 
/r puni/hed when God fmote them with fuch a panic, that they fell 
bj God. down half-dead (L). 

When the traitor Simon found, that he had miffed his 
aim, he endeavoured to throw all the blame upon the good 
high-prieft, pretending that he was the perfon who had 
called Heliodorus to Jerufalem; and raifed fuch a party 
againft him, that feveral perfons were killed onbothfides* 
Omas goes At length Onias, fearing the (onfequences of fuch an in- 
fo complam teftine faftion, efpecially feeing his rival in high favour 
u Uit Apollonius the governor, went to complain to the 

king at Antioch. He was y^ell received ; and Simon was 

(L) Heliodorus among ehe hirru Seleucus however, whe- 
reft, who faw a vifioti of a man ther he fufpe(5ted the truth of 
on horfeback fumptuoullydreff- his relation, or was refolved at 
cd, who flew upon him with any price to get the Jewi/h 
the utmoft fpeed and fury, and treafure, alked him further, 
cruftied him under his horfe’s whether he knew any man that 
feet, was forthwith carried out was fit to be fentupon that cx- 
almuft dead by his men, and pedition ? Heliodorus anfwered, 
continued fome days in that that if the king had any enemy 
condidon. At length Onias, that he would be glad to get 
fearing left this wonderful ac- rid of, he need but fend him to 
cident (hould bring the Jews rifle that facred place, and he 
under the rufpicion qf having would fee him come back in 
made fome unlawful attempt fuch a condition, as would 
againft the Syrian minifter, convince him, that it was un- 
weni to the temple, and offer- der the protection of fome di- 
ed fome facrifices for his reco- vine and irrefiftible power, 
very; which being obtained, This whole ftory we muft take 
he immediately left Jerufalem, on the authority of the book 
and went to acquaint the king of Maccabees, 
with what had happened to 


banifhed ; 
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tanlihed ; but SeleucuSj dying foon after, was fucceed- 
ed by bis fon Antiochus, furnamed Epiphanes, who foon 
made his fubjefts repent of the joy they had exprefled at 
acceflion to the crown. The Jews were not long before 
they felt the dreadful effefts of his fury, more through the 
ambition oi^fome, and the factions and feuds which reign- 
ed then in that unhappy ftate, than the cruel temper of this 
new monarch^ 

He was fcarce fettled on his throne, before Jafon (M), 
the brother of Onias the high-pricll, taking advantage of 
the king’s penury, his treafury being quite exhaufted by the 
large tribute his predeceflbrs had paid to the Romans, went 
to Antioch, and procured from him the high-priefthood, at 
the price of three hundred and fifty talents 5 and obtained 
an order, that his brother fliould be fent to, and confined 
to dwell at that metropolis. 

Jafon, finding how welcome this money was to the- 
young monarch, and being defirous to lelTen, as much as 
poffible, the antipathy which other nations had againfl 
that of the Jews, offered him another fum of one hundred 
and fifty talents, for the liberty of erefting at Jerufalem a 
gymnafium or place of public exercifes, fuch as were prac- 
tifed in Greece ; an academy fof training up the youth 
after the Grecian manner ; and for the liberty of making' 
fuch Jews as he thought fit, free of the city of Antioch ; 
all which indulgences were readily granted. He then 
i'et out for Jerufalem, and with, thefe powers formed fo 
ftrong a party in Judaea, as he thought would eafily over- 
bear that of his» rival Onias, which was flill very ftrong, 
efpecially in Jerufalem. Among thofe that joined this 
intruder, were the malcontent fons of Jofeph, lately men- 
tioned, and a number of others, who, through a wanton 
inconftancy, were become exceffively fond of the Grecian 
cufloms, and as weary of their own ®. The freedorn of 
the city of Antioch, a very valuable privilege, was an- 
other bait, which drew flill greater numbers over to him. 


d Eufeb. in Clironic, 
ofepli. Ant. Jib. xii. cap. 6. 

(M) This wretch was called 
Jnfua or Jefus ; but us he was 
going to purchafe the favour of 
the king and court at the ex- 
every thing that ought 
to have been valuable to an 
boneft Jew, he began with 

VoL. III. 


• Vide I Maccab. i. is, & fcq. 

changing his name into that of 
Jafon, which he thought more 
conformable and pleafing to 
the Greeks, vvhofe cuftoms he 
was then going to introduce 
into his nation. 

E Fljtn 
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nijbed^ 


Yr. of FJ, 
2173. 

Antt Chr. 
* 75 » 


Japjn fup^ 
his 

brother 

Onias* 


Builds a 
^ymnnfmrn 
at Jerufa* 
Um* 

Gains a 
ftrong fafm 
’ij iherti 



so 

Caufes a 
general a- 
poj^afy^ 


Sends pre~ 
jents to fa- 
crifice to 
Hercules, 


His recep- 
tion of An- 
tiochus. 


Supplant* 
ed by his 
hrothert 


Menelaus 
buys the 
high-priejl- 
hood. 


Yr. of FI. 

2176. 

^iice Chr, 

17Z, 
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From tills time a general apoftafy from the Jewifli religion 
overfpread the frreateft p.art of the nation : the academies 
were erefted by the ufurping high-prieft ; and as fome of 
thefe exercifes were to be performed naked, the performer?? 
found means to efface the fear of circumcifion, to prevent 
their being diftinguiflied from other people. Tf^he^priefts^ 
as well as the laity, from thenceforward negleftcd the fer- 
vice of the temple, to affift at thefe new exercifes ; and the 
laws, which the Jewifh nation had obtained for the free 
exercife of their religion and rights, became of none 
efiedf. 

As Jafon ftuck at nothing that could ingratiate himfelf 
with Antiochus, be fent next year a number of his parti- 
zans, on whom be had bellowed the freedom of Antioch, 
to alfift at the Olympic games, with a confiderable fum to 
be fpent in facrifices to the Tyrian Hercules, in whofe ho- 
nour thofe games were celebrated ; but thefe men, whe- 
ther out of confcience, or fear, chofe rather to make a 
prefent of it to the Tyrians towards the repairing of their 
fleet. Antiochus by this time underftanding that the 
young king of Egypt, now of age, defigned to attempt 
the recovery of Paleiline, Phoenice, and Coelefyria, made 
a tour into thefe provinces, and took Jerufalem in his 
way, where Jafon received him with a magnificence 
fuitable to the value he put upon that monarch’s favour and 
friendfliip. 

He did not however cpjoy his ill-gotten dignity long, 
before he was thruft out of it by his brother Menelaus (N ), 
whom he had fent to Antiochus with ch& afual tribute. 
Menelaus, inftead of confulting the king about thofe mat- 
ters which his brother had charged him with, took that 
opportunity to infinuate himfelf into his favour, by the 
molt flagrant flatteries ; to which having added the fum 
of three hundred talents more than Jafon had paid for the 
high-priefthood, he eafily obtained it, and returned with 
his new commifllon to Jerufalem, in the third year of Ja- 
fon’s pontificate. He foon raifed a ftrong party, at the 
head of which were the fons of Tobias, then very power- 
ful in Judxa ; but Jafon was not without his powerful 
friends, who, detefting Menelaus’s treachery, foon forced 
him to retire, with the heads of his fa£lion, into Antioch. 
Thither, the better to gain their point againft Jafon, they" 

(N) This apoftate's right in imitation of his brothAfr-nnd 
name was Onias, which he in complaifance to the Greek9, 
changed tor that of MeneUuB, 


vent, 
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Went, and acquainted Antiochus, that they were fully re- 
folvcd to forfake their old religion, and wholly to conform 
to that of his country; a declaration which fo plcafcd that Hzfs, 
^^oud monarch, that he fent them back with a force fuf- 
ficient to drive Jafon out of Judxa into the land of the 
Ammonite* Being thus rid of his rival, and featedin his 
new dignity, his next care was to perform his promife to 
the king, and to outdo his brother in his apoflafy 

But whilft he w’as endeavouring, by all wicked means, 
to ingratiate himfelf with Antiochus and his court, he ne- 
gledfed one main article, the paying of the money he had 
promifed to him, notwithftandiiig the prelfing importuni- 
ties of LS’oIlratus, then governor of the citadel of Jeruhilem, 
and receiver of the king’s culloms in Paleftine. At length Mtneiauf 
Antiochus, fufpe^ling fome private intelligence between 
them, ordered them both to come to Antioch, command- 
ing Menelaus to leave his brother Lyfimachus his vicege- 
rent at Jerufalem. At their arrival, they found the king 
had been forced to go and quell a fedition in Cilicia ; and 
had left the government of Antioch to Andronicus, one 
of the prime nobles of his court. Menelaus h-aving ex- Rfflgs ihi 
haufted his coffers, and finding that nothing but the pay- temple of 
ment of the king’s money could •recover his favour, fent 
private inftrutllions to his brother at Jerufalem, to con- 
vey to him as many of the golden vefl'els as he could con- 
veniently ftrip the temple of; which having received fuon 
after, and caufed to be fold at Tyre, and in the neighbour- 
ing cities, he raifed a fufheient fum, not only to fatisfy 
the king, but alfo to bribe his courtiers in his favour. 

All this however could not be tranfa£fed fo fecretly, but Onias 
his brother Onias, who had been, ever fince his depofi- cQ?npiains 
tion, confined to that capital, had intelligence of his fa- 
crilege. He made fuch bitter complaints againfl Mene- 
laus, as were like to have raifed all the Antiochian Jews 
againft him. He was therefore obliged to have recourfe 
to Andronicus, whom he had already bribed by hi^ pre- 
fents ; and, for a frefli fum of money, engaged him to cut 
off the good old , high-prieft, who being by this time ap- 
prifed of his intrigues, had taken faniSfu ary at Daphne, an 
afylum near the city of Antioch. Andronicus went thi- 
ther, and, under fome pretence or other, accompanied 
with the moft folemn vows and proteflations for his fafety, 
had no fooner got him out of the place, than he put him 
w'ithout regard either to his oaths, the fandfity 
of the place, or the law’s of hofpitallty. 

f Maccab, ubi fupra, & Jofepb. ubi fupra. « 
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Lj/Jimachiu 

maffacred* 
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drijnto An 
UochuJ» 
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Thedeputies 
put to death* 
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This treacherous murder of a perfon fo verrerabte fdhf 
his age and exemplary piety, and fo refpedled in that me-' 
tropolis, both by Jews and Gentiles, excited the bittereft 

on as thr^ 
bad as he 
eMitlon of 

the inhuman deed* As foon therefore as he had taken 
full cognizance of the fa£f, he caufed the in<urderer to be 
ftripped of his purple, to be conduced with infamy to 
the place where the crime had been committed, and there 
to be put to death. Menelaus, though the mod guilty of 
the two, found means to avoid the prefent ftorm^ and to 
maintain his credit fome time longer ; but he was- obliged 
to draw large fums from Jerufalem, which Lyfimachus 
was forced to raife by the mod unheard-of violences and 
facrileges. Thefe excited a tumult, in which the Jews fell 
upon him, and the three thoufand men he had aflembled 
to defend him, with fuch defperate fury, that they killed 
a great number of them, and put the red to flight. Lyfi- 
niachus, no longer able to refid, waspurfued to the trea- 
fury of the temple, and there maffacred by the enraged 
multitude. Antiochus coming fooix after to Tyre, ths 
Jewifli fanhedrim refolvefl to fend a’ deputation to him, 
both to judify the death of Lyfimachus, and to accufe 
Menelaus as the author anc],caufe of all the troubles that: 
had happened both in Jndxa and Antioch. The three de^* 
piities pleaded their caufe. fo well before the king, that 
Menelaus, not knowing which way to clear himfelf, and 
avoid the impending punifhment, had reccnirfe.to his old 
fecret of bribery. He applied himfelf to a favourite of 
Antiochus, named Ptolemy Macron, the foil of Dory- 
menes, and promifed him fo large a fum, that the cour- 
tier, who knew the inconftancy of that monarch’s temper, 
eafily prevailed upon him, not only to abfolve the apofbte 
high-pried, but alfo to condemn the three JewIfli deputies 
to death. This fentence was forthwith put in execution, 
and thofe venerable men were hurried to death, who, as 
the author of the Maccabees exprefles it, M'ould have 
gained their caufe, had they pleaded it before even the. 
Scythians ; and indeed this piece of cruelty and injudice 
was fo fhocking to the Tyrians, that though they dared 
not openly exclaim againd it, yet they ventured to Ihew 
their refpeft to thofe deputies, by bellowing an honour* 
able burial upon them 5. 

E ft Maccab.iv* 44., & 

ThU 


complaints againd the facrilegious affaflin, as fo 
king was returned to Antioch ; and that prince/ 
was, could not forbear Ihedding tears at the V 
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TJiis unjuft fentence afforded the traitor Menelaiis fuch Menelaus'i 
a complete vidlory overall his oppofers, that from thence- 
forth he gave himfelf up tt) all manner of tyranny and 
^ickednefs: Jerufalem became dcftitute of protedors ; 
the fanhelirim were fo terrified by this laft cruelty exereifed 
on thci^ jfeputies, that they no longer dared to oppofe 
himi though they faw, that every ftep he took was with 
defign to enflave the nation dill more, and to overturn the 
fm all remains of their religion and liberties. 

This fatal change was occafioned by an accident, w'hich 
feemed at firft of no great confequence, but proved in a 
little time the caufe of all their miferies. Antiochus was 
then ehgrolfed by the conqueft of Egypt, when a falfe ru- 
mour was fpread, that he had been killed before Alexan- 
dria. Jafon, who had been forced to retire into the land Jafon 
of Ammon after his depofition, hearing this rumour, /orrrj 
thought it was a fit opportunity to attempt the recovery of 
his dignity; and that his nation, tired with the Syrian 
government, and efpecially with the tyranny of Menc- 
laus, would readily receive him again with open arms. 

To this end he raifed a band of about one thoufand refo- 
lute men, at the head of whom he quickly appeared be- 
fore the walls of Jerufalenl, which, by the help of a party 
which he had within that metropolis, he eafily entered, 
and forced his brother to retire into the citadel ; after 
which fuccels, minding nothing but his refentment, he 
committed the moft horrid butcheries againft fuch of the Commits 
Jews as he fufpedfed to have been of the contrary party, hrrid 
He was, howaver, foon after forced to leave both the city 
and country, at the news of Antiochus coming with a 
powerful army againft him *, for that prince, highly pro- 
voked at this rebellion, and efpecially at the news, that 
the Jewifh nation had made fome rejoicings at the report 
of bis ^leath, was aftually coming with a great army 
againft Jerufalem. The Jews, apprifed of his defign 
againft them, feem to have made a ftout rcfiftance, and tuk^s it by 
to have given him no fmall trouble in making his way into Jlarm, 
their metropolis (O); but the gates being at length forced 

open, 

(O) So fays the book of the at the trouble it gave him ; but 
Maccabees, with whom agree in his Antiquities he tells us, 

Diodorus Siculus, and even Jo- that he entered it without 
fcphus, in hh Wars of the force ; and that thofc of his 
J^n^t^where he exprefsly fays, party within opened the gates 
that he laid fiege to that city, to him. The former is indeed 
and reprefenta him ai enraged che moft probable, and jf fe- 

£ 3 phufl 
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open, he fpared no cruelty againft its unhappy inhabitants, 
infomuch that within three days they reckoned no Icfs 
than forty thoufand killed, and as many taken captives, 
and fold for ilaves to the neighbouring nations *y , 

His fury did not flop here: he caufed the titaitor Me- 
neluUS, who, by this time, had by fome means^r^overed 
his good graces, to lead him to the temple, which he en- 
tered, even to its moft facred recedes, laying Jtiis impious 
hands on all the vcfi'els that were in it ; and caufed the 
golden altar of incenfe, the golden table of the fliewbread, 
the golden candleftick, the cenfers, bowls, and other 
utenfils belonging to that holy place, to be feized, toge- 
ther with the golden fhields, crowns, and other orna^ 
ments, which had been dedicated to it. He caufed alfo 
the gold plating that covered the gates, and other archi- 
tedlure of the temple, the veil that divided the holy from 
the moft holy place, and, in a word, all that was valuable, 
either for its metal or workmanftiip, to be carried off, be- 
fides one thoufand eight hundred talents of gold and fil- 
ver, which he forced out of the treafury. Having 
thus glutted his revenge and avarice, he returned in tri- 
umph to Antioch ^ As a further mark of his fpleen 
againft that unhappy nation, he put it under the govern- 
ment of one Philip, a moft barbarous Phrygian ; and left 
the apoftate Menelaus in poflefTionof the high-prieftbood*^. 

What the Jewifh nation fuftered under thofe governors, 
is more eafily imagined than tlefcribcd ; but their miferies 
were not to end there, home time after, Antiochus hav- 
ing received a mortifying letter from the Roman fen ate, 
he chofe them above all other people to wreck his refent- 
ment againft, and wath as much cruelty, as if they had 
been the caufe of bis difgrace. To this end he difpatched 
from his army, as he was marching through Paleftine, 
Apollonius, at the head of twenty-two thoufand men, with 
Olliers to plunder all the cities of Judiea, to murder all the 
mini, and to fave only the women and childreii, for fale. 
Apollonius came accordingly with his army, and, to out- 
waud appearance, with a peaceable intention. He kept 
liimfelf inaftive till the next fabbath, when they were all 

h » Maccab. v. vcr. 11, & 14. lx Maccab. v. 11, 

fc Jofepluis cont. Ap, lib. ii. k Anciq. lib. xiii. cap. 16. 

phii3 might eafily forget him- fome meafure atone for feve- 
fclf through the diftance of ral inconlillencies of 
time in which he wrote thofe nature, which are to be met 
|wo books ; and this may in with in his works. 
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in profound quiet^, when on a fudden he commanded his 
men to arms : fome of them he fent to cut all in pieces 
that were gone to the temple, and to the other fynagogucs, 
.whilft tl^ reft, going through the ftreets of the city, maf- 
facred allXhat fell in their way, without the leall reliftance 
from tlmtt unhappy wretches, who fuffered themfelves to 
be butchered in that mercilefs manner, rather than break 
their fabbath, by ftanding on their defence. He next or- 
dered the city to be plundered, and fet on fire j pulled 
down all their ftately fabrics ; caufed the walls to be de- 
moliflied ; and carried away captive about len thoufand of 
thofe that had been faved from the llaughter h From that 
time, llTefervice of the temple was quite abandoned, that 
place having been every where polluted, both M^jth the 
blood of the flain, and w'ith many other defllemenrs. 
From the ruins of the city, the oflicers of AntiocVius built 
a large fortrefs, on an eminence in the city of David, for- 
tified it with a ftrong wall, ftately towers, and plriced a 
garifon in it to command the temple, over-againft which 
it was built ; fo that the foldiers could eafily fee and fally 
upon all thofe tliat ventured to approach that facred place, 
fo many of whom were continually plundered and mur- 
dered by them, that the i*eft, not daring to ftay longer in 
Jerufalem, weut dwelt in the neighbouring cities of 
the Qe^itiles. In this polluted and forfaken condition 
did this metropolis, and its 'temple, continue three full 
years and a half ; that is, till Judas Maccabeus, having 
wrefted both out of their hands, purified and reftored 
them to their ancient fplendor and ufe “ (P). 

The 

1 1 Maccab, i. 30, & Icq. -z M.iccab. v. 24, & feq. Jofeph. 
Antiq. lib. xii. cap. 7. ™ 1 Maccab. iv. pafliin. 2 Marcab. 

X. Jofeph. ubi fupra, & Prxfat. in Bell. Judaic, dif Hillor. de Bell, 
lib. i. cap. 1. lib. vi. cap. 11. 

(P) In the tin>e of this per- Who this author was, is 
fecution under Antiochus, is neither agreed, nor eafily 
generally fiippofed to have lived guefled. It appears, that his 
Jefus the fan of Siraeh, author great thirft after wifdoni ii»ade 
of the apocryphal book of Ec- him pray fervently, fludy hard, 
clefiafticus. Some place him travel much, and undergo many 
indeed in the time of Onias II. great dangers for it; that he 
but, by fome paiTages fcattered had been unjuflly traduced to 
here and there in this work, the king; whence he is fup- 
hc f^ems rather to have lived pofed to have retired into E- 
the time of Onias III. gypt, and there compofed his 
and when his nation fullered book^ Laftly, he tells us, 
ibine grievous perfecution. that he was the laft wrA-^er nf 

E 4 ^ the 
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fif^ The fury of this perfecutlon was not confined to the 
jecuud Jews of Paleftine. Antiochus, refolved either totally to 
abolifh their religion, or to deftroy their whole race, as 
wtre, 1^^ could reach them, caufed a d^ree to 

iiTued out the following year, that all nationsj^ithin his 
dominions fliould forfake their old religion anj^jrcids, and 
worfiiip thofu of the king, under the fevereft penalties. 
To make his orders more effeftual, he fent oycrfeers into 
every province to fee them ftriftly put in execution ; and 
as the Jews were the only peoplci who he knew would 
difobey them, efpecial direftions were given to treat them 
with the utmoft feverity. Many, therefore, either to 
:ivold the effefts of his rage, or to Ingratiate themfelves 
with him, not only complied with great readinefs, but, 
having once apoftatized, became the bitrercft enemies of 
thofe who had the courage to refufe \ It fared far other- 
wife with the Samaritans, whofe zeal, either for the 
Jewifh nation, or the Mofaic law, a muchlefs danger would 
have cooled (QJ. 

A cruel But whilfi they were peacefully^ enjoying the fruits of 
periscution treacherous complaifance, Atheneas, an old minifter, 
in ju aa, heathenilh rites, as well as in cruelty, 

made thofe of Judsea undergo the moft fevere punifhments 
^npiter's for. their zeal and firmnefs to their law. He began with 
'^up^nihl dedicating the temple to Jupiter Olymplus, and caufing 
umpfe, ^ his ftatue to be erefted on the altar of burnt-oiferings (R), 

with 

■ Jofeph. ubi fupra, i Maccab. vi. zi, & feq. 

the Jewilh nation who treated begged it might thenceforth 
of moral fiibjefts. This is all be dedicated to the Grecian 
that we know of the author, Jupiter. They concluded with 
(Q^) 'I hefe, to convince the a petition, that as they were 
king that they did not dclign pot of Jewifii, hut Sidonian 
to die martyrs to either, fent race, and w'ere ready to con- 
£ deputation to him, fetting torni in every thing to the 
foith, that though they had king’s will, they might not be 
hitherto conformed tp many involved in the fame calamities 
of the Jewlfti fuperfiitinns, in with their wicked rivals. An- 
imitation of their forctathers, tlochus readily granted their re- 
who had bpeii perfi^aded to it queft, and difpatched a letter 
for their own fafety, yet they to Nicanor, his fubgovernor 
werenowready to forfake them, there, with orders, that they 
and to embrace the king’s re- fhouW be didinguinied from 
ligion. They added, that they the Jews, and that their^em^ 
had a temple on Mount Ga- pie ihould be dedicated aceShi- 
rizzim, which was dedicated ing to their petition, 
to a God without ^ name \ but (R) This idol was fet up in 

thp 
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^ith another lefler altar before it, whereon they facrificed 
to that falfe deity. All thofe, therefore, that refufeil to 
come worlhip it, were either immediately maflacred, 
or put tXfome lingerin|T torments, till they either com- 
plied, or eVpired. At the fame time, altars, groves, and 
ftatues, yy/cre fet up in every city and town of Judaea, to 
which the inhabitants were compelled to come and facri- 
fice, undeMhe fame fevere penalties. When the feaft of Execrable 
Bacchus revolved, they were either forced to aflift at it, butcheries 
and to go about the ftreets with their heads crowned with 
ivy, in honour of that beafUy deity, or expofe themfelves 
to fome ^cruel death ; all this, while it was made imme- try, 
riiate death to be caught obferving either the fabbath, the 
rite of circumcifion, or any other branch of the Mofaic 
law ; infomuch that two women, having been found to 
have circumcifed the children of which they had lately 
been delivered, were both led, with the infants hung 
about their necks, through feveral ftreets of Jerufalem, 
and call headlong down from the higheft walls of the 
city ; and all that had alllfted at the ceremony were put 
to death 

I hefe unheard-of barbarities obliged many of the Jews 
to leave their habitations, and hMe themfelves among the 
cragged rocks in holes and caverns, where they lived upon 
wild roots and herbs. Some of thefe ventured to aifem- 
ble in a cavern near Jerufalem, to celebrate the fabbath ; 
but Philip, their barbarous Phrygian governor, having 
been informed of their defign, came againft them with a 
fufficient force*; and, after having in vain offered them a of FI. 
general amnefty, if they would forfake their religion, and 2180. 

conform to that of the king, he waited, without any other Ante Clir. 
hoftilities, till the next fabbath ; on w^hich, entering the 
cave without refiftance, he caufed them all, men, wn- 
men, and children, to be maflacred, to the number of a ^red, 
thoufand p. 

As foon as Anfiochus had heard that fuch numbers rc- Amiochus 
paained inflexible, he refolved to come in perfon to Jeru- 

Jcrujalem^ 

* Maccab. & Jofepb. iibi Aipra. p b Maccab. vi. 10, Sc feq. 

the temple on the Jiftcenth of birth-day; fo that from thcnce- 
the month Cifleu, which an- forth they continued facrificing 
fwers to part of our Novem- to it every twenty-fifth day of 
ber and December ; but they the month, till the Jewl/h re- 
begin to offer facrificei ligion and flate were rellored 
fo it till the twenty-fifth of that by Juda? Maccabeus, 
month, vyhich was the king*! 

f(lLea]| 
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falem, and to fee either his orders more punflually obeyed^ 
or the rccufants punithed with the mofl exquifite cruelties- 
One of the firft that fell a viftim to his fury was the verier-, 
able Eleazar, a man of ninety years of age, re&^dled by 
all for his great learning, probity, and zeal for ms religion, 
and whofe example had preferved a great nunfcejof Jews 
from falling into apoftafy. Him they brought Mpon the 
ftage, and commanded to eat fwine’s flelh ;^nd, when 
they could not prevail upon him by any means to comply, 
they dcfired him that at leaft he would, out of regard to 
his extreme old age, confent to eat fome other unforbid- 
den fleih, that they might make the king believe that he 
had obeyed. The good old man anfwered, with* becom- 
ing courage, that the moft dreadful death was preferable 
to fuch a bafe diffimulation, fo unworthy his old age and 
character, and fo dangerous in its confequence, fince it 
might be the means of feducing many of his nation to fol- 
low his example. As foon as he had ended this fpeech, 
which was interpreted as the efFeft of his pride rather 
than of his zeal, he was dragged to execution, "When he 
was ready to expire he cried out, with a loud voice, O 
Lord, thou knoweft what pains IfufFer in my body, from 
which I might have freed# my fdf; but my foul feels a real 
joy, becaufe I fuflFer them for the fake of thy law i and 
fetching a deep groan, gave up the ghoft. After him, 
the feven brethren, whofe hiartyrdom is related in the 
fame book ^ fuffered, one after another, the moft exqui- 
fite torment, with invincible courage and conftancy, 
whilft their mother flood by, encouraging* and ftrength- 
ening them, in the Hebrew tongue, with the aflurance of 
a glorious rccompence in the next life; for which (he was, 
laft of all, facrificed to the tyrant’s fury, and died with 
the fame chearfulnefs and intrepidity which (he had in- 
fpired into her offspring (S)^ 

It 

q t Maccab. vi, i3i & ^eq^ ^ Chap. vii. 


(S) jofephus has likewife 
given us the hiftory at large 
ot thofe martyrs, in a book by 
itfdf, intituled, Of the Em- 
pire of Reafon. It is now bet- 
ter known to us by that of the 
book of the Maccabees ; but, 
as neither he, nor the author 
of the fecond book of that 
jiame, do exprcfsly mention 


the place where this dreadful 
feene was aded, Riifinus has 
taken it into his head that it 
was done at Antioch, becaufe 
they Ihewed their tomb in that 
city in St. Jerom’s time, and 
had there built and dedicated 
a church to them. 
fephus feems to believe that U 
was done at Jcrufalem, and is 
followed 
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It was about this time that Mattathias, an eminent prleft 
of the family of Joarib, began to fignalizc himfelf by his 
zeal fo\ his religion. He had been, fome time before, 
forced t^etire to Modin, his native place, to fliun the 
fight of fbofe fcenes of cruelty and profanenefs, which 
were at Jerufalem by Apollonius, and the apoftate 
Jews, louring his recefs, Apelles, one of the king's 
officers, cJVfie to oblige the inhabitants of the place to 
execute his commands ^ Having got the people together, 
with Mattathias, and his five fons ( F), he addrefled him- 
felf to him on account of his dignity, and the great efteem 
he was in, hoping, that if he could perfuade him to com- 
ply, liTs example would foon draw all the reft. He made 
him the ampleft promifes, that the king’s favour and 
protedlion would be the immediate reward of his com- 
pliance. Mattathias anfwered him, with a voice loud 
enough to be heard by all the aflembly, that though the 
whole Jewiffi nation, and the whole world, were to con- 
form to the king’s edi£l, yet both he and his fons would 
continue faithful to their God to the laft minute of their 
lives ; and that no confi deration fhould prevail on them to 
forfake the religion of their forefathers. In the mean 
time the king’s officers had prevailed on fome cowardly 
Jews to take another way ; and one of them was juft then 
going to facrifice to an idol, when the old prieft, calling 
to mind what the law of Mofes ordains againft fuch tranf- 
greflbrs, that they fhould be put to immediate death 
fell upon the man, and killed him upon the fpot. His 
fons, at the f»me time, being fired with the fame zeal, 
killed the king’s officer and his men, overthrew the altar 
2nd idol, and, running about the city, cried out, that 
thofe who“^ere zealous for the law of God, fhould fol- 

B Jofeph. Ant. lib. x. cap. 8. i Maccab. ji. i, & fec^. ‘ Deut. 
xiii. 6, & feq. 

followed by many learned men. fuch fevere examples were 
and Rufinus gives no betrer thought moft necefTary by that 
reafon than that of his tradi- exafperated prince, 
tion, we fee no occalion for (T) Thefe were Jnhanan, 
following him, as fome authors furnaracd Kaddis ; J^imon, fur- 
have done ; it being more named Thaffi ; Judas, called 
likely that Jerufalcm fliould Maccabeus, and the mnft fa- 
be the place, where, above all mous of all the reft ; Eleazar, 
others, the Jews fhewed the furnamed Avarani ; and Jona- 
err^r^efh firmnefs for their reli- than, furnamed Apphus (j). 
gion, and, confetjuently, where 

(i] I Maccab. ii. 15, & a8i 
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them : by which means they fa w themfelvcs at the 
head of a numerous troop, with whom they foo;ti after 
withdrew into feme of the deferts of Judaea. Tly^fe were 
prefently followed by great numbers, who, to per- 

iecution, flocked to them from other parts of t/e country. 

As foon as Mattathias and his men had reacted a place 
of fafety, they began to confult about the beft^eans for 
(landing on their own defence. Here the rgnicmbrancc 
of thofe of their brethren, who had fuffered themfelves to 
be .butchered by their enemies on the fabbath, foon madp 
them fenfible of their danger, unlefs they (leered a different 
courfe ; for, as long as they continued in that fcrupulous 
notion of non-refiftance, for fear of breaking the* fabbath, 
they would be (till liable to the fame ftratagems, and by 
that means, in a little time, be totally extirpated. Hav- 
ing therefore maturely weighed the matter, and confulted 
other learned priefts and rulers that were come over to 
them, it was refolved that, for the future, it fhould be 
lawful, nay, obligatory, to take up arms in their own de- 
fence, whenever they were attacked, on the fabbalh aft 
well as on any other day This decree having been pri- 
vately communicated to the Jews, in and out of Faleftine, 
together with their reafons for palling it, it was univer- 
fally received by all j and from that time they made no 
difficulty to defend their lives and properties at all times, 
and upon all occafions (U). ‘ 

Mattathias having llrengthened bis little army with 
thefe and other (lout and religious men, who daily re- 
forted to him, began to try his force, not only againd 
their perfecutors, but alfo againft his apoftate brethren. 
As many of ihefe as he took he put to death ; the reft, in 
much greater numbers, he forced to fly into foreign coun- 
tries, to fecure themfelves from his refentment. Having 
once (truck terror into the hearts of his enemies, he 
marched from city to city, overturned the idolatrous altars, 
opened the Jewifli fynagogues, which had till then been 
either (hut up or appropriated to other , ufes, made a dili- 
gent fearch after all the facred books which had efenped 
the fury of their enemies, and ordered freffi copies of 

"Jofeph. ] Maccab.ubi fupra, 

(U) Among thofe who refort- ans, a brave and ftrenuous fe£l, 
ed to, and did not a little formed among the Jews foon 
flrengthen, the inconCderable after their return from 
flyieg army ofMattathias, were tivity. 
the^Ufldeans, or rather HsdTidt- 


them 
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them to be written. He caufed the reading and expound- 
ing ofVhe iScriptures, prayers, and other parts of divine 
worflii^to be refumed, and all the males born fince the 
perfecutiW to be circumcifed*. In all thefe meafurea; 

God blelTen him with fuch fuccefs, that he had extended 
this reforrr^ition through a confiderable part of Judsea, 
within th? fhort fpace of one year; and, in all likelihood, 
woul^ hf^V^one through with it, even to Jerufalem, where 
the ftrongeft Syrian garifon was kept, had he not been 
prevented by death. But what he left unfiniflied, was 
foon after perfected by his worthy fons, efpeciallyby Ju- 
das Maccabeus, of whom we fhaJl fpeaJt more fully in the 
next fetfion. 

In the mean time Mattathias, finding himfclf quite His laft 
worn out with age and ficknefs, called his fons together, fp^eck ta 
and fpoke to them to this efi‘e4£l : Hitherto pride and op- 
pfeflion have been fuffered to profper over us, for a punifh- 
ment of our fins ; but now be ye valiant and zealous for 
God’s laws, and fear not to expofe your Jives in defence 
of God’s covenant with your forefathers, if you expert 
the reward promifed to it. Call to your remembrance the 
obedience of Abraham, the faithfuluefs of Jofeph, the 
zeal of Phinehas, Caleb’s* courage, David’s conllancy, 

Elijah’s zeal, and the intrepidity of Daniel and his faith- 
ful companions. Let their miraculous deliverance infpire 
you with a fare truft in the Almighty’s protedlion. Be 
not difeouraged by the threats and weak efforts of the 
greatefl men, who, though they feem to triumph now, 
will fhortly be cut off, and become the food of worms ; 
but arm yourfelves with courage, in defence of our laws, 
liberties, and religion, and you will not fail of fuccefs. 

Simon, your elded brother, has always fliewed himfelf a 

man of confummate wifdom ; Jet him fupply the office 

of a father and a counfellor, and do nothing without his 

advice. Judas is well known to you all for his valour and 

oonduft; let him be your general, and lead you againd 

your enemies. And may heaven crown his and your va- ^ 

lour with glory and fuccefs !” Having thus faid, he expired 

in a good old age, and was buried at Modin with his an- ,66. 

cedors, greatly lamented by all the faithful in IfraelJ'(X). ■ 

He dtAth 

^ I Maccab. il. 43, & feq. x Ibid. ii. 49. ad fio. 

(X\ The ftrft book of Mac- of the aera of the Seleuci[J2B. ■ 
ciioees barely tells us, that he Some therefore have taken it 
died in the one hundred and in the former fenfe ; but the 
forty-fixth year, without men- far greater part in the lit- 
cioning whether of his life, or ter; for the one hunc^vd and 

forty- 
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He was, according to his defire, fucceeded by his fon 
Judas in the command of the army j and by hinfi the 
Jewifli religion and Itate were foon after reftored^ their 
ancient fplendor^ as we lhall fee in the next fe£l^^. 


SECT. III. 

^he Sequel of the Jezvifl^ Htfiory^ from Judas Maccabeus 
to the Conqueji of Judaa by the Romans, 


Judas 
Maccabeus 
jucceeds k 'ls 
jaiher. 


J UDAS, furnamed Maccabeus, from whom thp heroes 
of this epocha had the name of Maccabees (Y), did 
not fuffer his troops to continue longer idle than till they 

had 


fqrty-fixth year of the king- 
dom of the Greeks, falls ex- 
actly with the Julian year i66 
before Chrlft, which is the 
year in which he died. 

(Y) There are various con- 
jedtures concerning the ety- 
mology of the word, and not 
one of them to be depended 
upon ; not only becaufe no- 
thing is more uncertain than' 
etymologies, but becaufe the 
book of the Maccabees beihg 
only extant in Greek, we have 
no certainty which were the 
original letters of the w'orld. 

The firft book of the Mac- 
cabees was written originally, 
either in Hebrew or the Chal- 
dee, which became the current 
language of the Jews, after 
the captivity. Its flyle and 
phrafe come neareft that of 
the facred hillorians of any of 
the Apocrypha, and its chro- 
nological computation is purely 
Hebrew, and begins always at 
the month Nifan, anfweringto 
our March and April ; where- 
as the Syrians, &c, began their 
year fix months later. 

It contains a clear and fuc- 
ciiidl hiftory of what happened 
to the Jews, from the reigu of 


Antiochus Eplphanes, to the 
death of the high-prleft Simon, 
that is, of about forty years. 
It was partly compiled from 
the memoirs which J udas Mac- 
cabeus had caufed to be col- 
ledted, and partly from thofe 
o'f the high-prieft Hyreanus, 
the fon of Simon, who began 
his government where the book 
ends, and who is therefore by 
fome fuppofed to be the au- 
thor of it, though he be barely 
quoted in it, as having fur- 
nilhed him the* materials out of 
his chronicle. 

The fecond book of the 
Maccabees is an epitome of a 
larger hiftory written by one 
Jafon, but long fince loft. Both 
the author and the abiidger 
feem to have been Hellenifts, 
by their manner of computa- 
tion and ftyle ; or rather it 
looks like a colledtion of fome 
valuable pieces, relating to the 
Jewifli hiftory, from the at- 
tempt of Heliudorus upon the 
treafury of the temple, to the 
lignal victory which Judas Mac- 
cabeus gained over "MTl^iin 
litteen years after. 

We have already fpoken of 
the third book of the Macca* 
bees. 
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er^ed the days of his father’s mourning. His little 
army agaounted to no more than fix thoufand men * ; but Yr. of FU 
what th^y wanted in number, they made up in zeal and 
bravery, ^pod gave them fuch fticcefs, that they quickly Ante Chr. 
reduced foi-ne of the ftrongeft fortreffes of Judsea, falling ’ 
upon their pnemies fo fuddenly, and with fuch courage, 
that they frove them out of their cities, villages, and ad- njiry and 
5 infomuch that Judas’s name began to fuccefs. 
grow terrible to the Syrians, Samaritans, and apoftate 
Jews \ whilft thofe who had forfaken their country, to 
avoid perfecution, were encouraged to refort daily to him 
from their retreats. His troops increafed to fuch a de- 
gree as to make Apollonius, the then governor of Jud?ea 
and Samaria, think it high time to fupprefs their rifing 
power, before it Ihould be grown to a greater height. 

He haftened therefore to raife a confiderable army, which 
chiefly confifted of Samaritans, jewifh renegadoes, and 
other neighbouring nations, with whom he marched 
againft the Maccabean chief. Judas, on the other hand, Dfifeafjthe 
no ways terrified with the fuperiority of the enemy, Syrians, 
came out againft him with his handful of men, and gave 
him a total defeat. Apollonius was killed on the fpot, Aptlkni^ 
with a great number of his fokUers, The reft were put Jlain^ 
to the rout, leaving a rich plunder behind them. Among 
the reft of the fpoil, Judas took theflain governor’s fword, 
and ufed it ever after, in thofe wars which he waged 
againft the enemies of the Jewifh nation 

This defeat fo enraged Antiochus, that he again de- Artthchui'i 
nounced the total extirpation of the Jews ■, and happy rage a- 
was it for them that his treafury was then fo exhaufted 
by his extravagant largelTes, that he was forced to fup- ‘ 
prefs his refentment, till he could raife a fufficient fupply 
of money to renew the war againft them ; but before he 
could accomplilh this aim, another of his generals re- 
ceived likewife a fignal overthrow. This was Seron, SeronAe* 
deputy-governor of Ccelefyria under Ptolemy Macron, 
who took it into his head to march againft Judas, in 
hopes, that if he could defeat that little army of his, be- 
fore the king fent more forces thither, he fhould gain no 

^ a Maccab. viii. i. > i Maccab. iii. io, & feq. Jofeph. 

lib. xii. cap, 19. b Maccab. iii. 13. 

bees, as previous in the time to what we fubjoined in that 
fn *-\sjCc two, and in authority note concerning the fourth 
to the latter of them. We book of that name. 

(hall likewife refer the reader 
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fmall glory by the exploit* He advanced thercf*ore)aS fat 
as Bethoron, where Judas met him with a handful oi 
troops. Thefe, feeing the fuperiority of the ene/iy, ex- 
prefled great reludancy to engage, fatigued as dfiey were 
with marching and farting (Z) ; but Judas foon difpelled 
their fears, by reminding them that they fought the caufe 
of God, who was not wont to fave by ftrengthV/id num- 
ber, and whofe glory, now concerned in th^!.^Ju^efs*, 
would difplay itfelf the more, by the difproportion there 
was between their two armies. Thus encouraged, they 
fell upon the Syrians with fuch vigour, that Seron was 
md killed, overthrown and killed, with eight hundred of his men, 
on the fpot. Some of the reft fled as far as Bethoron, 
and the greateft part faved tbemfelves by taking refuge in 
the land of the Philiftines Thefe continued fuccefles of 
the new Jewifti general made Philip, governor of Ju- 
dsea, think it high time to acquaint Antiochus with the 
danger that province was in of being loft, if not fpeedily 
relieved. Antiochus had been obliged to leave the go- 
vernment to Lyfias, whilft he himfelf was gone beyond 
the Euphrates. Lyfias, who had orders to invade Ju- 
diea, and to deftroy all the Jews, difpatched immedi- 
fTtcamr jtely to Ptolemy Macro^n, governor of Coelefyria and 
Phoenicia, and fo Nicanor, and Georgias, two expe- 
%gainfi rienced officers, forty thoufand foot, w^ith orders to fee 
^udas. the king’s commands pun4£l:ually obeyed againft the 
Jewifh nation. Thefe came and encamped on the plains 
of Emmaus, not far from Jcrufalem, about twenty miles 
from Lydda, where they were reinforced with fevea 
thoufand horfe. 

Judas'j Judas immediately afflembled his little army, confifting 
trolls thoufand men, whom he encouraged by re- 

is roops. capitulating his fate viftories, and reminding them that 
their religion, lives and liberties were at ftake. Then he 
made proclamation, according to the Mofaic law, that all 
^ who had married wives, planted vineyards, or felt their 
hearts fail, ffiould depart ; and near one half of his army 
left him on this occafion. The reft, who remained in- 

^ Maccab. iiL 14, & feq. 

(Z) Bethoron was, accord- ftadia. It was fituate north- 
ing to St. Jerom and Eufebius, ward of Jcrufalem, and be- 
about twdve thoufand paces tween that metropolis aqdSe- 
frora Jerufalein; but, accord- dieiu. ^ 

ipg^to Jofephus, one hundrod 
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tfepidiwere fcarcely furnilhcd with Weapons fit for fo 
bold aid unequal an enterprize ; neverthelefs, he led 
his threay^thoufand men to Mizpah, there to implore the 
divine aift'ftance, by prayer, fading, and facrifices ; in 
confidence of which, he marched with them againft the 
enemy, and encamped as near them as he fafely could, 
^refolved if offer them battle early the next morning, of 
he gave his troops notice that very night"*. 
In the mean time intelligence was brought him, by fome 
•^f his fcouts, that Georgias was coming at the head of 
e thoufand of his choiceft men, and one thoufand horfe, 
■prife him in his camp ; an information which gave 
fucb an opportunity of countermining the enemy, as 
■ained him a complete and eafy viftory; for, taking the 
advantage of Georgias^s abfence, he and his three thou- 
fand men fell on a fudden on the Syrian army, killed 
three thoufand of their men, and put the reft into fuch 
confufion, that they could not be rallied again by any 
means, but left their camp and all their baggage and fpoil 
behind them, and fled. Georgias, having in vain fought for 
his enemy, whom he fuppofed to have retired into the 
mountains, was returning back to his army, when he per- 
ceived his camp on fire *, a*circiimftance which threw his 
men into fuch a panic, that, in fplte of all he could do to 
prevent it, they threw down their arms, and ran after the 
reft. Judas did not leave oft purfuing them till he had 
killed fix thoufand more of their men; after which 
llaughter, he led his vidtorious troops to plunder the 
enemy’s camp, where, among other rich fpoil, they found 
that money which the greedy merchants had brought to 
buy the Jewifh captives. This fignal viflory was gained 
on the Friday ; and next day being their fabbath, was ce- 
lebrated with fuitable returns to the Divine Providence 
for their miraculous deliverance 

This aftion proved doubly advantageous to the con- 
queror. It furnifhed him with quantities of arms and 
ammunition for his men; and his fame drew daily frefli 
reinforcements from all parts of Judaea, whom his fuc- 
cefs encouraged to repair to him from all the places of 
their difperfion ; fo that he found himfelf foon in a con- 
dition to attempt another adlion, which proved no lefs 
glorious and fuccefsful than the laft. Timotheus, go- 
vernor of the country beyond Jordan, and Bacchides, an- 

c VideDeut. XX. 5. A i Maccab. iii. 57, &req. »Joreph. 

ybi fupra. a Maccab. viii. 14, & feq. 
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The Hiftory of the Jeziff, 

otlier experienced officer of the Syrian army, had ^olncJ 
their forces, and were advancing againft him, with a de-^ 
fign to letrieve their late defeat; but Judas was, ^y this 
time, fo well reinforced, that he met and cM^rthrew 
them in a fet battle, killed twenty thoufand of their men,, 
enriched himfelf with their fpoil, got a new fupply of 
provifions for his men, and took prefently aftW feverali 
ftfong fortrelTes frofn the diiheartened Svriana..^fchiij:^ he^ 
garrifoned with fome of his troops, and depofited in them 
the arms which they had taken from the enemy. In the 
diftribution of all the fpoil, Judas’s generofity outwent 
what was even preferibed by the Mofaic law, which en- 
titled none to lhare it with the combatants, but tKoTe who 
were left to take care of the baggage^;, but he caufed a 
confiderable part to be divided among his indigent bre- 
thren, fo that the old, decrepit, the fick and lame, the wi- 
dows and the fatherlefs, were made partakers of the fruits 
of his victories. In this battle w^as killed one of Timo- 
theus’s chief officers, named Philarchus, who had been a 
bitter enemy to the Jews. Whilft they were making 
their rejoiciugs for their fuccefs, news wms brought that 
Calliflhenes, the man who at firft fet fire to the gates of 
the temple, had concealed himfelf in a little houfe not far 
from them ; upon which Judas difpatched a detachment, 
who went and fet it on fire, and burnt him in it, as a juft 
retaliation for his facrilege As for Nicanor, he faved 
indeed his life, but loft his honour, being forced to retreat 
to Antioch, in the difguife of a fervant, and there excufe 
his late difgrace, by owning that the Jews, when under 
the proteftion of their God, were invincible^. 

WhenLyfias heard the news of the total defeat of the 
army he had fent into Judaea, he made all the hafte he 
could to put himfelf at the head of fixty thoufand loot,, 
and five thoufand horfe, all of the choiceft troops he 
could aflemblc. Entering jud^a with them, through the 
territories of Idumaea, he was met at Bethfura (A) by the 

f Vide Numb. xxxl. * 5 , & fcq. i Sam. xxx. sq.. e 2 Maccab, 
viii. 30. ^ j Maccab. & Jofeph, Antiq. lib, xii. cap. 11. 

(A) This was a very im- cabees places it five furlongs 
portant fortrefs about that diftance from Jerufalem ; but 
rime. It was in the trib^ of this muft be a miftake, cither 
Judah, and had formerly been of the tranflator or tranferiber, 
fortified by king Rehoboam, it it being, according to TEur&- 
being one of the keys of Judaea, bius, full twenty miles from it, 
on the foiith fide of Idumea, oa the road to Hebron. 

Tile fecond book of the Mac- 
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Maiccail^ifh genera], at the head of only ten thoiifand Yr. of FI, 
men. f^he two armies engaged; and Judas, though fo nSj. 
much iniierior to the Syrians, fell upon them with fuch Ante Chr. 
courage, that he immediately killed five thoufand of ’ 
them on the fpot, and routed the reft ; and Lyfias, ob- lyf^as de^ 
ferving that the Jews fough't like men determined either jeatedin 
i^to conque or die, would not venture a fecond engage- Judaa* 
the remainder of his army; but returned to 
Antioch, with a defign to bring a much greater force 
againft them in the courfe of the following year 

But all this while the fanfluary continued polluted 
with abominable idols, the temple garrifoncd by idolaters, 
and the city a heap of ruins. As foon therefore as the 
enemy was gone out of the province, Judas marched with 
his army to the metropolis, fully purpofed to recover and 
purify it. Upon their coming to Mount Sion, and fee- Judas fil- 
ing the drfolation in which it lay, the houfes, palaces, and 
gates of the temple burnt down, the courts of the fane- 
tuary over-run with flirubs and briars, the piieftly apart- ^ 
ments demoliftied, the altar and holy places profaned, Thtir 
and ftripped of all their ancient fplendor, they rent their ruinous 
cloaths, covered their heads with duft, and filled the 
air with cries, and other tokens" of unfpeakable forrow. 

As foon as Judas obferved thefe firft emotions a little 
alTuaged, he pofted fomc of ^}is braveft troops to guard 
all the avenues of the city from furprize, and then ap- 
pointed fuch of the prieftly order as had beft fignalized 
themfelves for their zeal and fanftity, to enter into the 
temple, and fee* it thoroughly cleanfed of all its profane 
lumber, whilft the reft of the people were bufy in clear- 
ing the ftreets and places of all their rubbifti. Whatever 
old materials they found, that had undergone any de- 
filement, they broke to pieces, carried them out of the 
city, and buried them in fome common place, efpecially 
the altar of burnt-offerings, which had been fo noto^ 
rioufly profaned, that no part of it was fit for ufe ; it 
was therefore demoliftied, and another of unhewn 
ftones*' fubftiluted in its place. There were Hill many Yr. of FI. 
things wanting before the divine fervice could be re- 
fumed ; the altar of perfumes, the table of (hewbread, ”^'5 
the fcvcn-branch candleftick, cenfers, and other facred - 

utenfils, all of the pureft gold, had been carried off, as The si- 
well as the rich veil, t^hich covered the holy of holies ; tars, hofy 
all thefe therefore the Jewifli chief caufed to be made 

^ Ibid. Iv, 43 , feq. * rtflored. 
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anew, out of the fpoils of their enemies. All thifc.par-* 
ticuhrs being provided and fet up in their re/peftivc 
places, and the holy and moft holy place rcpaij^d, they 
began the divine worlhip with the dedication of the new 
altar, and other holy utcnfils, on the twenty-fifth day of / 
the month Cifleu, it being the very fame day on which / 
it had ceafed by the profanation of the teikple three J 
years before, and in the fecond year of JucU?^«igyge/E 3 ^ 
ment. 

^ht deiii- This ceremony was performed with all imaginable fo- 
cathn per- Icmnity. The trumpets founded at the earlicft dawn ; 
formed, ^ being kindled by the collifion of two flints, the 
lamps were lighted ; the lamb for the daily facrifice was 
offered-, the ufual portion of incenfe was burned j and 
all the other parts of the divine fervice were performed 
and fejli- according to the law of Mofes. This fefLival v/as kept 
'valkept, eight days with great devotion and joy; after which it 
was ordered to be folemnized every year in the fame 
manner by the whole nation, under the name cf the feafl 
of the dedication k During this time the front of the 
temple was adorned with, crowns, garlands, efeutcheons, 
Viefeafi and other ornaments of the bed gold. Every houfe was 
of lights, likewife illuminated and.adorfied ^ and from thence it was 
alfo called the feall of lights The author of the fecond 
book of Maccabees adds", that in memory of their having 
kept the feaft of the tabernicles, whilft they lurked in their 
dens, and on the mountains, they repaired to the temple 
on this new feftival, with palms and other curious 
branches in their hands, and celebrated .their wonderful 
deliverance with^ pfalms and hymns fuitable to the oc- 
cafion. 

Judas fQT- Arid now there remained but one obftacle more to be 
iifies the removed, namely, the garrifon which Apollonius had 

Umplh placed in the fortrefs uf Acra, on the eminence over- 

againflthe temple, to annoy thofe that went to and from 
it; for whilft that was ftill kept by heathens, and apoftate 
Jews, it could not but obftruft their concourfe to the 
place of worfhip. A fiege would have taken up too 
much time, had Judas been furnifhed with men and war- 
like inftruments for it, becaufe the place was very ftrong, 
both by art and nature ; and to have blockaded it, would 
have employed a greater number of men than he could 
fpare. There was therefore but one way Icftj namely, 

J I Maccab, iv, 58, & feq. m Jofeph, Aiitiq- lib. xii. cap. 11. 

.. . '■ 2 Maccab. x. 6, fie feq. 
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the mountain of the temple with a high wall, 
and ft ong towers round about, and to leave a ftout garri- 
fon to defend it, and hinder that of Acrafroin difturbing 
thofe who reforted to Jerufalem At the fame time ju- 
das caufed fome additional fortifications to be made to 
Bethfura. 

By thi j time all the neighbouring nations having heard 
‘V;ha^^li((ri'been done at Jerufalem, were fo exafperated 
againft the Jews, that they refolved to join their forces, 
to extirpate the whole nation. They began with murder- 
ing all thofe that chanced to live among them, and waited 
only thepoming of Antiochus into Jiuliua, to aftill them in 
the utter deftrudion of the Jews ; but, happily for tlicfe, 
Antiochus’s death, which happened foon after, brrke all 
their meafures, and freed them from the blooil}’ defigns 
which thvU exafperated tyrant had formed againft them 

The minority of the young Antiochus caufed fome alte- 
rations in Paleftine, and gave the Jews a kind of refpite, 
which proved however but ftiort-lived. Ptolemy Macron, 
governor of Coelefyria, who had been an inveterate enemy 
to the Jews, and had made them fufFer great hardfliips 
during the laft reign, was, now by fome means become 
their friend ; but he was foon Jfter accufed for it to the 
king, and deprived of his government by Lyfias, who fuc- 
ceeded him in it, and came prefently after with a povier- 
ful army into Judxa. In the interim, Georgias, who 
commanded the Syrian forces .there, having gathered a 
frefh body of ftrangers, was making continual incurfions 
againft the Je'^s, whilft the Idumscans, who had joined 
him, held the moft advantageous pofts, and received in 
them all the renegado Jews, in hopes to tire the reft by 
prolonging the war. But Judas, having gathered his 
army together, M^ent and attacked them in that part of 
their territories, which was called Acrabatcnc, and killed 
no lefs than twenty thoufand of them. From thence he 
marched againft the children of Bean (B\ who had 
proved a ftiarp thorn in his fides, and droi^e them into 
two of their ftrongeft towers j and when he under[l:ood 

® 1 Maccab. v, i, & feq. 2 Macgab. X, 1, & feq. Jofeph. Aiuiq. 
lib.xii. cap. 14. Eufeb. Chron. 

(B) Whether Bean wag the that they were a fnare and de- 
name of a man, city, or tribe, coy to the Ifraelites, and lay 
is not certain.; but moft pro- in wait againft them on the 
bably they were a tribe of Idu- high-vvays, as they pafteil to 
mzcans, of whom the text fays, and from Jerufalem. ' 
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The Hiftory of the Jews. 

that they were furnifhcd with every neceflary thing btJlJ 
out a fiege, he left his three brethren, himon, jofeph, 
and Zaccheus, with a fufficient force to reduce them, 
whilft he led the reft upon a more imp[)rt.int expedition, 
During the fiege, fome of Simon’s head officers fuffered 
themfelves to be bribed with a fum of feventy thoufand 
drachms, to let fome of the befieged efcape, Judas, be- 
ing informed of this connivance, ordered 
be tried by the heads of the army, and to be put to death j 
after which execution, he took the two fortrelTes by af^ 
fault, put both garrifons, which confifted of about twenty 
thoufand, to death, burnt the towers to the gropnd, and 
paffied over Jordan into the land of the Ammonites p, 
Thefe he found likewife in a good pofture of defence, 
having Timolheus the Syrian general at their head, who 
had aflembled a great number of forces out of Afia, 
and was coming to invade Judaea. He had feveral Ikir- 
miffics with the Ammonites, before he could come at the 
Syrian commander, and defeated and killed great num* 
hers. After thefe exploits, he took the city of Jazar, put 
a garrifon into it, and marched back into Judaea. 

In the mean time, Timotheus had gathered together an 
army from among all theiieathen nations, who were now 
more than ever exafperated againft the Jews, refolved, if 
poflible, to wipe off the difgface of his former defeat, with 
the extirpation of that people. To this end, he entered 
Judsea with his new forces. Judas did not let him pene- 
trate far, before he met, and totally defeated him, killed 
twenty thoufand five hundred of his foot,* and fix hun- 
dred horfe, and forced him to retreat into the city of Ga- 
zara, which was commanded by his brother Chereas. 
Hither Judas purfued and inverted him, and, having car- 
ried the place in five days, flew him with his brother, and 
another Syrian general, named Apollophanes This 
defeat, though very advantageous to the jev’s, proved fa- 
tal to great numbers of their nation, who were murdered 
by the heathens, becaufe they could not brook the con- 
tinual fuccefs of the Maccabitilh general, A thoufand of 
them were facrificed to their fury in the land of Tob, and 
their wives apd children carried \nto captivity : the reft of 
their brethren muft have undergone the fame fate, had 
they not wifely prevented it, by flying into Dathema, a 
fortrefs in the land of Gilead, and there timely provided 
for their own defence, ^rom thence they fent letters to 

^ 1 Maccab. v. i, & leq. q s Maccab. x. 31 , 6 s ad fin. 
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informing him of their condition; and that they 
were Befieged by Timotheus, perhaps the fon of him that 
was lately killed at Gazara, at the head of the Tyrians, 
Sidonians, Ptolemaidans, and others. Judas had fcarce 
done reading thefe letters, when he received others from GiUadtUs 
other brethren in Galilee, who were alfo in the fame dif- andGali- 
trefs* The general immediately convened a fanhedrim, 
f P. v’Lhicii it wasrefolved, that Judas and his brother Jona- * 
than {hould go and join the Gileadites, with part of his 
troops, making in all about eight thoufand ; that Simon, 
another of his brothers, fhould march with another part, 
to fuccaur thofe of Galilee ; and that Jofeph and Azarins, 
his other brothers, {hould (lay to defend Jerufalem with 
the refidue of their troops. To thefe latter, Judas gave 
ftridt charge, in no cafe to a£l ofFenfively, but to Hand in 
their own defence, till his or his brother Simon’s return. 

Upon Judas’s pafling the Jordan, he was informed by 7^^^^ 


the Nabatheans, with whom he was then at peace, that 

not only the Jews of Dathema, but Ireewife thofe of Bo- 

fora, Cafphor, Maked, Alema, Carnaim, and other con- 

fiderable citieffof the land of Gilead, were likewife clofely 

fliut up by their enemies, and, if not timely relieved, 

were horned to be all deftroyed in one day. As there 

was no time then to be loft, Judas immediately fell on TahsEo* 

Bofora, took it, and deftroyed all the males ; and, having f^ra^ 

freed his brethren, fet fire to the city, and marched di- 

re£lly to Dathema. Upon hi^ arrival, he found Timo- 

theufi fe: ^.y to ftorm the place ; and fell upon him fo un- 

txpedledly, sind with fuch force, that he put all to the 

rout j fer they no fooner heard the found of the trumpets, 

and underfbood that Judas was at the head of their enemy, 

than they threw down their arms in the utmoft confufion, 

and betook themfelves to flight. Judas purfued them 

fome time, and killed about eight thoufand of them ; but, 

remembewng the condition of his other brethren in the 

Gileaditifh cities, he marched againft, and took them one and r^feuts 

after another, fubjedled them to the fame fate which had tht 

befallen Bofora, loaded himfelf with the richeft plunder, GiUad, 

and returned with his viftorious army, and delivered bie- 

thren, to Jerufalem 

On the other hand, Simon, his brother, though infe- Simon's 
rlor in ftrength, having but three thoufand men, was no fuccefsin 
iefs fuccefsful in Galilee. He defeated his enemies in fe- 
rcral rencounters, killed about three thoufand of them, 

r I Maccabi v. 1, & Teq. 
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and purfued them as far as Ptolemais, enriched 
with their plunder, and delivered his brethren fror/i their 
cruel thraldom ; but finding it impoflible with bis handful 
of men to fecure them in that refidcnce, by the total re- 
duction of their opprelTors, he cbofe rather to bring them 
with their families and valuable effects to Jerufalem ; 
whence Judas foon after fent them to new-people the de- 
folate cities of Judaea, where they might dwell in 
fafety. Whilfl things went on thus fuccefsfully in Gi- 
lead and Galilee, the two brothers, that were left at Je- 
rufalem, unluckily took it into their heads to fignalize 
themfelves alfo by fome brave exploit, though contrary to 
Judas's exprefs commands. ] amnia appeared to 'them a 
fair fea-port town (C), worth their conquering, before 
the return of their vifforious brethren. Thither therefore 
they led their little army ; but were unhappily defeated by 
Georgias, who commanded the place. Me fallied out 
againft them, killed about two thoufand of their men, 
and forced the reft t# return with lliamc and lofs to Jerufa- 
lem *. Judas in the mean time had fallen again upon the 
Idumaeans, who, as we have feen, had joined with the 
Syrians. He led his forces into the fouth parts of Idumsea, 
laid fiege to Hebron, thotr famous metropolis, took and 
demoliflied it, with all the neighbouring towns, and car- 
ried off confiderable plunder h From thence he entered 
the territories of the Philiftines and Samaritans, diftufing 
terror wherever he palTed, and difeouraging thofe nations 
at leaft from a£fing offenfively againft him ; and returned 
not into Judaea till he had taken a tour through the land 
of the Philiftines, and deftroyed, with their fortrefles, all 
their altars, groves, and other inftruments of idolatry 

All thefe repeated fuccell'es raifed fuch a jealoufy and 
ft ame in the lately defeated Syrian governor, that he af- 
fembled an army of eighty thoufand foot, together with 
all the horfe and elephants he could procure, and marched 
with them into Judaea, not doubting fpeedlly to reduce 
that unhappy kingdom. His defign was to extirpate the 
whole Jewift nation, to repeople their land with heathens, 
and to glut his mafter and himfelf, both with the richeft 
plunder of the land, and with the fale of the high-prieft- 

■ 1 Maccab, v. 55, & feq. t Vcr. 64, & feq. u 1 Maccab. 
V. 67, 68. 

(C) It was fituate on the two hundred and forty furlongs 
Mediterranean, between Joppa diftant from jerufalem • 

Azotus, or Alhdod, about 

hood. 
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'4fOad,;and other ciignities. Animated with thefe great 
"hopes, ^ he marched through the fouthern territories ol Ju- 
dah, probably becaufe the other was too mountainous and 
craggy for his elephants ?.v.d cavalry; and laid iiege to the 
for refs ol !^ethl'ura. Judas, who ’.vas then at Jerufalem, 
having firft implored the divine blefling on his arms, fet 
out with his little army to its '*elief. On the road there 
appeared to them a man on horfeback in rich fltining ar- 
mour, and feemingly brandilhing his fpcar againft their 
enemies. This light, whatever it was, gave his men fuch 
aflulh of courage, that they fell like lions on the Syrian 
camp, killed eleven thoufand foot, and put the reft to 
flight • • 

Lyfias, now more than ever convinced, how impoftible 
it would be to carry on the war againft fuch an enemy, 
with either honour or advantage, fent Judas fome over- 
tures of peace with a promife, that it ftiould be ratified 
by the king his mafter, and that the young prince fliould 
make him all the conceflions he fhould with jufticc de- 
mand. Judas accepted the propofal, and fent foon after 
John and Abfidom, two of his captains, with the condi- 
tions upon which he would agree to a peace, to Lyfias, 
who caufed them to be forthwith conveyed to Antiochus, 
They contained upon the whole a general amnefty for 
whatever had been done before ; a total revocation of the 
late edidl againft the Jews; and fafe paflports for commif- 
fioners to pafs from Jerufalem to Lyfias, or, if need re- 
quired, to Antioch. Thefe conditions were readily grant- 
ed by the king^, and two letters were fent, one to the go- 
vernor, and the other to the Jewifii fenate. Lyfias like- 
wife wrote to them, as did alfo Memmius, and T. 
Manlius, two Roman ambafladors to the Syrian court. 
From thefe it appears, how ready both the governor and 
his mafter were to agree to a peace wfith the viiTorious 
Jews, and how friendly thofe two Romans had interpofed 
their good oifices on their behalf (D). It appears alfo 
by the king’s letter, that Menelaus, the apollate liigh- 
prieft, who in all likelihood was then at the Syrian court, 
had alfo laboured to promote this peace, and was defirous 

V 2 Maccab. xi. 1—13, 

(D) Lyfias's letter being nologifts, hecaufe there is no 
dated from rhe month Diofeo- fuch month to be found in the 
rinthius, or, as the Latin ver- Syro-Macedonian caleiular, or 
fijon abridges it, Diofeorus, has indeed in any ocher of thofe 
very much puzzled the chro- times. 
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to be included in It ; fince he was fent back to Jer/ifaient^ 
by AntiochuSj as his letter terms itj to comfort or confirm 
the Jews 

This peace, however, which feems to have been obtained 
from the young king by the foie intereft of Lyfias, was not 
j^grecable to the other Syrian generals; fo that, asfoon as 
Lyfias had retired to Antioch, Timotheus, Apollonius, 
another of that name, and fon of Genneus, Hieronymus, 
Demophon, and Nicanor, governor of Cyprus, began to 
renew their hoftilities againft the Jews. The neighbouring 
nations were equally forward to infeft them. But Judas 
could ftay no longer to revenge himfelf on thofe perfidious 
wretches, becaufe Timotheus, by this time at the head of 
^ frefliarmy, had entered the land of Gilead. He there- 
fore marched diiedly to their affiftance ; but had fcarce 
gone nine furlongs, before he was attacked by a band of 
Arabian Nomades, in number about five thoufand foot, 
and five hundred horfe. A fierce engagement immediately 
enfued, in which Judas having got the better, forced tholQ 
frec-booters to fue for peace ; and granted it to them the 
more readily, that his march into Gilead might not be 
ftopt However, he obliged them to furnifh him with 
a certain number of cattle and provifions, and extorted a 
promife, that they fhould affiH him in any thing he fhould 
require of them 5 after which agreement, he marched 
in all hafte to the other fide Jordan, to attack the Syrian 
general. Here he met wjth fcveral other obftacles, and 
was forced to take fome places in his way. The firft of 
them was Cafpis, or Cafphin, a city w^l fenced with 
high walls, and fo well provided within, that the inha- 
bitants, trufting to their own ftrength, threw many fcorn- 
ful farcafms at the Jewifh army ; but Judas afiaulted it 
with fuch unexpei^ted bravery, that he made himfelf maf- 
ter of it, and put all the inhabitants to the fword, info- 
much that a neighbouring lake, about two furlongs broad, 
was feen running with blood 

From thcncc he marched into the land of Tob, where thp 
Jews, called from thence Tubieni, had fhut themfelves up 
in the fortrefs of Charaea ; and whence Timotheus having 
in vain tried to diflodge them, was gone, after having 
left a good garrifon m a place ftrongly fituate within its 
neighbourhood to keep them in awe. Judas fent two of 
his generals with a detachment to take that garifon, whilft 

» % Maccab. x\, 31. y 1 Maccab. xii, i, & fcq, ad 9. 

a Maccab, xii, 9— la ^ Ibid. izr-i5. 
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•Vtv-w th the reft of his army, marched in fearch of the 
Syrian chief. Dofitheus and Sofipatcr, the two Hebrew 
generals, foon after forced the garifon, and put it to the 
fword, to the number of ten thoufand. By this time Ti- 
motheus had aflembled an army of a hundred and twenty 
thoufand foot, and two thoufand five hundred horfe. 
When he heard that Judas was in full march againft him, 
he fent all the women, children, and other luggage, into 
Camion, a ftrong city of Gilead, and very difficult of ac- 
cefs, whilft hehimfelf encamped in the neighbourhood of 
Raphon, upon the borders of the river Jabbok. As foon 
as Judas was come ne^r enough for his vanguard to be feen 
by the enemy, they feem to have been feized with a panic ; 
for, they made fuch hafte to fly from him, that they 
wounded one another with their own weapons in the 
flight. In this retreat Timotheus loft thirty thoufand of 
his men ; and, unable to rally the reft, betook himfelf to 
flight a!fo. Thofe who efcaped the flaughter, finding 
themfelves clofely purfi+edj fled into Camion, and a great 
number of them went and took refuge in the temple of 
Atargatis. Judas, who came clofe after them, burnt the 
temple, and them in it ; then fetting fire to the reft of 
the city, they all periflied like wrfe, either by the flames, 
or by his fwprd, tp the number of twenty-five thou- 
fand (E), , 

In his way to Judxa, he was of necelTity to pafs through 
Ephron, that city being fo advaptageoufly fituate, that he 
could neither turn to the right nor the left. It was more- 
over well fortified, and peopled by ftrangers of all nations. 
He therefore fent, in a peaceable manner, to demand a 
paflage through it; but the inhabitants, inftead of open- 
ing their gates to him, ftut, and even walled them up, 
and prepared themfelves for fuftaining a fiege. Judas 
therefore caufed it to be proclaimed through his camp, 
that every man ffiould fcale the walls in the place that 
phanced to be over-againft him. On the other hanil, 
the city;| which had been well garrifoned by Lyfias, had 


(E) 4s for Timotheus, he 
fell in his flight into the hands 
of Dolitheus and Soflpater, 
^ho were hailing from the land 
pf Tub to join their com- 
mander. Thefe two cajp tains, 
however, were perfuaded by 
Co give him his liberty, 


upon promife that he would 
Ihew the fame favour to a great 
number of Jews, whom he 
held prlfoners ; many of whom 
were nearly related, either to 
fomc of thofe officers, or to 
fome of their troops there pre- 
fent. 
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placed their choiceft men on the battlements. The affalITt 
■was fierce, and lafted the whole day ; at length Judas car- 
ried it, put all the males, about twenty-five thoufand, to 
the fword, took their wives and daughters captive, feized 
all the richeft plunder, and burnt and quite crazed the 
place. From Ephron, crofling the Jordan, he fpread his 
army along the plains of Bethlhan, then called Scythopo- 
lis, a confiderable city, about a hundred furlongs from Je- 
rufalem. Here he enquired of the Jews, how they had 
been treated by the Scythians ; and, they anfwering much 
to the commendation of that people, Judas returned them 
thanks for their kindnefs to his brethren, exhorted them 
to live in friendfliip with them, and afl'ured them of his 
own, and then continued his journey towards Jerufalem. 
During their march, Judas kept ftill in the rear of his 
army, encouraging thofe that lagged behind, and brought 
them at length to that metropolis about the time of Pen- 
tecoft. Here they went to the temple to return thanks to 
God for their quick and wonderful fuccefs ^ (F). 

Judas had ftill a powerful enemy left : Georgias, gover- 
nor of Idum^Ea, was at the head of that nation, and had 
harafled the Jews for fome time. He therefore made no 
longer ftay at Jerufalem tiian the continuance of that fef- 
tival, immediately after which he marched at the head of 
only three thoufand foot, and four hundred horfe. The 
two armies met, and the onfet was fo fierce on both fides, 
that Judas, till then fo vitlorious, had the mortification 
to fee fome of his men killed on the fpot. Dofitheus 
likewife, a brave captain of his, having frized the Idu- 


^ I Maccab. v, 46, & feq. 

(F) Quick and wonderful 
indeed ! if we confider, that 
the peace could not be broken 
as foon as made, and that it 
was concluded on the fifteenth 
of Xanthicus, anfwering to 
the beginning of our April ; 
and that the Teaft of Pentecoft 
fell either on rhe hitter end of 
May, or beginning of June; 
fo that in Icfs than two months 
time they burnt the two havens 
and fleets of Joppa and Jamnia, 
beat the Arabian Nomades, 
look the city of Cafpis, de- 


z Maccab. xli, 30, & feq. 

feated Timotheus and his nu- 
merous army, burnt and de- 
ftroyed Camion and Ephron, 
befides fcveral other ftrong for- 
tielTes^ releafed a vaft number 
of their brethren, and were re- 
turned to Jerufalem loaden 
with fpoils, and a vaft multi- 
tude of female captives ; and 
all this without any lofs on 
their fide. For all thefe ex- 
ploits, however, we have no 
authority but the apocryphal 
book of the Maccabees. 
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-rtioean general, had his aim cut off clofe to the flioulder 
by a Thracian horfeman, and was forced to quit his pri- 
foner, who topic that opportunity to fly into Marefa, a 
fortrefs near Eleutheropolis. Another part of his troops, 
commanded by Efdrin, had fuftained the fhock fo long, 
that they were quite exhaulled. At lengfti Judas having 
again revived his men by frelh prayers, the enemy took 
fright and fled ; a circumftance which gave him an op- 
portunity of rallying his fcattered forces, and retiring to 
Odollam, a town near the field of battle, where they pu- 
rified themfelves for the fabbath then enfuing. From 
thence Judas falling upon the fouthern parts of Idumaea, 
took Hebion, and other fortrelTes ; after which he wrelted 
Azotus from the Philiftines, pulled down all their images 
and altars wherever he pafled, and returned to Jerufalem, 
loaden with frefh laurels and plunder 

All this while the fortrefs of Acra remained in the hand 
of the enemy, and not only hindered many of the Jews 
from reforting to the temple, but annoyed thofe that did, 
efpecially in Judases abfence. Upon his return from 
Odollam, he refolved to form the ficge of it ; and to that 
end gathered together his whole army, furnifiiiiig himfelf 
with engines for throwing'large# flones, and other inttru- 
ments for the fiege. The place was very ftrong, and the 
garrifon numerous, and well furnilhed with arms and 
provifions. But the renegado Jews, a great number of 
whom were then in the place, and knew the valour of 
Judas and his troops, finding that they ihoulcl be forced 
at length to Surrender, and knowing how' little mercy 
they had cu hope for from the conqueror, advifed the 
commanders to make a vigorous fally, in order to give an 
opportunity to fome of their brethren to go to Antioch, 
and inform the young king of their diftrefs. Their advice 
was taken, and the Tally fo well managed, that a number 
of thofe renegadoes, vsdth fome oflicers, found an oppor- 
tunity to divide from the reft, and to take the way to the 
court unperceived. Upon their arrival, they informed 
the king of all that Judas had done. They added, that 
he perfecuted with the mofl: mercilefs hatred all that 
dared fliew any fidelity to the Syrians*, that he plundered, 
facked, and put to the fword all that came in his way j 
that, in order to fliake wholly off the Syrian yoke, he had 
befieged the garrifon of Acra, which had been placed 
there to keep their metropolis in awe ; and that it muft 

c 2 Maeuxii, ver. 39, ad fin. 
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undergo the fate of Bethfura, aftd other of his cities anct-^ 
fortreffes, if not fpeedily relieved. This information 
failed not to alarm the Syrian monarchy who ordered im-* 
mediately all his generals to alTemble his troops; and if 
they were not thought fafficientj to hire a number of aux- 
iliaries, and to fharch with the utmoft difpatch into Ju- 
m)ho fends Jsea. His orders were punftually obeyed, and a vaft 
mvajtar- was drawn together, confiftitig of a hundred thou- 

fand foot, and twenty thoufand horfe, thirty-two ele- 
phants, and three hundred armed chariots. Thefe, hav- 
ing the young king, and his uncle Lyfias, at their head, 
marched to the borders of Idumaea, where they laid fiege 
to the fortrefs of Bethfura a ftrong place, fituate be- 
Defeated tween Jerufalem and Idumea. Here Judas, with a fmall 
h/judasM number of refolute men, fell on the king’s army in the 
night; and, having killed four thoufand of them, and 
thrown the whole camp into the utmoft confuGon, retired 
by break of day without the lofs of one fingle man in fo 
hazardous an attempt^. 

Though the Syrians were well apprifed of the extra- 
ordinary valour of the Jews, yet they did not doubt but 
they fliould overpower them with the great number of 
their forces and elephants^; and therefore, leaving Beth- 
(Ura, [they refolved to venture a general engagement, 
which Judas did not decline ; nay, he at the head of his 
fmall army began the onfet, and killed about fix hundred 
Retires to Syrians. But finding that, notwithftanding all his efforts, 
Jerufedem* at length be borne down, and perhaps hemmed 

in, by fo numerous an army, he chofe to withdraw in 
Bethfura time, and retire in good order to Jerufalem. Upon his 
furrenders retreat the king returned to the fiege of Bethfura, which, 
to Antio^ after a Jong and vigorous defence, was obliged to furren- 
der for want of provifions. The inhabitants, however, 
yielded not, till they had obtained very honourable con- 
ditions from the beficgcrs ; but that treacherous monarch ^ 
kept h^ word no farther with them, than the bare faving 
of their lives *, he turned them all naked out of the town, 
and fecured it with a garrifon of Syrians. 

From thence he marched to Jerufalem, laid clofe fiege 
to the temple, and met with a long and ftout defence 
from the Jewiih garrifon and general, who eluded alibis 
machines and attempts by his counterworks. Their only 
misfortune was, the want of provifions ; for having already 

^ I Mace. vi. i8, & feij. 2 Macc. xiii, j, & feq. • i Macci 

T. 68, flee. 1 Macg. xiij. 15—17, f Jofeph. Antiq. lib. 

Xii. cap. 14. 
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fpent the laft yearns ftore ; and this happening to be the 
feventh year, when by the Mofaic law they could neither 
plough nor fow, great numbers of the Jews found them- 
felves obliged to quit the town for want of food, infomuch 
that there were hardly hands enough to defend the place. 
They were in this defperate ftate, and juft ready to fur- 
render, when Providence was pleafed to relieve them by 
an unforefeen accident ; for word was brought to Antio- 
chus and Lyfias, that Philip, who had ufurped the go- 
vernment, was marching full fpeed againft them, at the 
head of an army out of Perfia ; fo that they were forced to 
abandon the fiege in order to give him battle. Their refo- 
lution \^^s kept fecret, both from the Jews and Syrians, 
till they had made a peace with the former ; in which the 
king offered them fuch honourable and advantageous 
terms as were readily accepted. As foon as they were 
agreed and fworn to by both Tides, Antiochus was ad- 
mitted within the fortifications of the temple and finding 
them, as he pretended, too ftrong to intruft the Jews 
with, he immediately ordered them to be pulled down, 
and demolilhed, contra y to the articles he had fol ately 
fworn to 

Menelaus, the apoftate high-prieft, who had accom- 
panied the king in this expedition, in hopes of being re- 
ftoredto his dignity, and perhaps of obtaining the govern- 
ment of Judaea, left no ftone unturned to ingratiate him- 
fclf with the young monarch, though at the expence of 
his nation and religion ; but his' wicked policy failed him. 
Lyfias, tired with fo dear and difhonourable a war, and 
fearful left, if that prieft was left at Jerufalem, and in- 
vefted with any power, he fhould ftir up a new revolt, 
either to recommend himfelf to the Jews, or to maintain 
his own authority againft a people who he forefaw would 
never brook it, thought it more advifeable to find out 
fome expedient to rid himfelf of fo dangerous a wretch. 
He eafily compaffed his end and his great credit with the 
young monarch, to whom he accufed him as the author 
and caufe of all the late mifehiefs, foon prevailed upon 
him to condemn Menelaus to fuch a death as his treafon, 
if not to Antiochus, yet to his God and nation, had dcr 
ferved. He was accordingly fent, under a ftrong guard, 
to Beroea, where he was fmothered with hot aflies. 

The Jews, though glad at the death of that monfler, 
did imt, however, gain much by the change, Lyfias 
found means to perfuade the young monarch, that there 

K Jofepli. ubifiipra* i Maccab. vi. 4S, k feq. a Maccab. 
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was a Jleceflity for beflowing the high-priefthood on one 
that was not of the pontifical family ; fo that this dignity, 
which of right belonged to Onias, the fon of that worthy 
high-priefl who had been murdered at Antioch, was be- 
flowed on Alcimus, or Jacimus, as he is called by Jofe- 
phus, who was of another family, though of the Aaronic 
race, and a perfon no lefs wicked than his predeceflbr. 
As for Onias, when he found his right given to one who 
had neither title nor merit, herefented the wrong to fuch 
a degree, that he retired into Egypt, in hopes by fome 
other way to recompenfe himfelf for his lofs. Accord- 
ingly he found means to ingratiate himfelf fo well with 
Ptolemy Philometor, and his queen Cleopatra, that they 
granted him the liberty of building a temple at Alexan- 
dria like that of Jerufalem, of which he fecured the prieft- 
hoodto himfelf and dependents 

Demetrius, the lawful heir of the Syrian crown, had 
found means to efcape from Rome, where he had long 
been kept a hoftage ; and, arriving at Antioch, had put 
to death both Antiochus Eupator, and Lyfias, after hav- 
ing made himfelf mafter of that capital. In the mean 
time Alcimus, whom the Jews had refufed to admit into 
thehigh-priefthood, becapfe h‘e had obtained and fullied 
that dignity by open apoflafy, and conforming to the reli- 
gion and cuftoms of the Greeks, came to complain to 
the new monarch : he brought with him a number of 
other Jewifh renegadoes, whom Judas had caufed to be 
banifhed Jud*a for the fame crime. At the head of thefe 
mifereants he applied himfelf to the king, ^accufed Judas, 
and the refl of the Maccabsean or Afmonean race, of 
having deftroyed thofc that flood firm to their allegiance, 
of banifliing others for not joining with his revolted party, 
and of other fuch crimes as they thought would render 
them odious to the court. They added, that their prefent 
dillrefs was owing to their readinefs in obeying the edifls 
of the late king his uncle ; and, in the end, Alcimus for-* 
got not to beg the high-priefthood to be confirmed to him 
by Demetrius. This accufation, carried on with fuch 
feeming zeal for the king, fo exafperated him againft the 
Jews, that he fent back the apoftate, and with him Bac- 
chides, governor of Mefopotamia, at the head of a con- 
ficlerable army, with orders to reinftate Alcimus in his 
dignity, and to carry on the war againft the Maccabees, 
Thefe two were joined in the fame t ommiflion, and Al- 

^ 2 Maccab, xiv. 9, See, jofeph, Antjq. lib, xii. cap. 15. lib. 
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cimUs, impatient to fee himfelf reftored to his dignity, 
baflened the Syrian general, who was wholly devoted to 
him, to march forthwith into Judsea K 

Upon their arrival, the two colleagues, who knew fiisJJrata* 
what an enemy they had to deal with, endeavoured at 
firft to decoy him by fome treacherous ftratagem ; and to ^ 
this end fent deputies to the Jewifti chief, to invite him 
to a conference, in order to end their difpute in an ami- 
cable way. They fpared neither promifes nor vows, that 
he Ihould come and go with the utmofl; fafety, Juclag 
fufpefted their defign, and rightly judged, that fuch a 
powerfu} ^rmy was intended rather to furprife him, than 
to decide the title of an intruding prieft, hated and re- 
je£l:ed by the whole nation. Inftead, therefore, of accept- 
ing this invitation, he began to prepare for a vigorous tie- 
fence. Some few indeed of his men, being terrified 
either at the news of Alcimus’s perfidy, or at the fight of 
fo great an army, left Jerufalem, and retired into the 
country ■, but there ftayed with him a fufficient number to 
fupprefs the power of the treacherous pontiff, in fpite of 
his daily reinforcements from the renegado Jews, who 
reforted to him, efpecially, after Bacchides's departure. 

For that general, whether ftuiTg with the reproaches 
which his perfidious action, lately mentioned, had brought 
upon him, or with fhame for rv)t having been able to fub- 
due an enemy by treachery whom he dared not attack 
openly, left Judaea, and returned to Antioch, leaving 
Alcimus what he thought a fufficient number of troops to 
maintain himfelf in his new dignity. However, whilfl: Committ 
he was on his way to the Syrian court, he could not for- fe^'eral 
bear committing fome cruelties againft thofe Jews that 
fell in his vyay : particularly at Befeth, or Bethfetha, be 
caufed a confiderable number of them to be feized and 
killed, and their bodies to be flung into a well 

Alcimus, on the other hand, fpared neither pains nof Renegadoes 
coft, flatteries nor cruelties, to ftrengthen himfelf. Thofe 
that were of greateft fervice to him were the Jewifh re- 
negadoes and malecontents, whom his careffes and gene- 
rofity drew daily to his fide. For with thefe, fupported 
by the Syrian troops, he was making continual excurfions 
into fome part or other of the country, plundering, burn- 
ing, and cleftroying all that refufed to acknowlege him. 

Judas, on his fide, was no lefs watchful of all opportu- Senjtr^ly 
nities to oppofe and fupprefs him ^ he defeated him in fe- punched bf 

1 I Maccab. vii. 8, Sc fcq. ^ 1 Maccab. vii. i^. 
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Tert\l rencounters, and took fuch a fevere vengeance or* 
as many of the revolted Jews as fell into his hands, that 
the reft dared no longer aft againft him. Alcimns being' 
by th\3 time convim-cd of the impoftibility of maftering 
his enemy, and of ever being admitted to approach the 
facred altar, unlefs he procured a much greater army to 
force the Jews into a compliance, returned to the Syrian 
court. There he renewed his former accufations and 
complaints, which failed not to be backed by all the 
enemies of the Jews that were then at Antioch. Having 
piefented Demetrius with a rich crown of gold, and 
other valuable prefents, he obtained of that incpijifed mo- 
narch a frefli army, the command of which was given to 
Nicanor, one of the bittereft enemies the jewifh nation 
had, with exprefs orders to cut ofl' Judas and his party* 
difperfe his army, and fettle Alcimus in his power and 
dignity beyond the pollibility of any future oppofition ‘ 
But Nicanor, wdio had lately been fo feelingly convinced 
of the ftrength and bravery of the Jewifh chief, and juftly 
reckoned, that one defeat more would complete his dif- 
grace, entered Jud?ea with a numerous army indeed, but 
fully refolvcd, if pofhble, to .bring Judas to accept of a 
peace, rather than hazafd any more battles with him. 

However, upon his firft arrival in that province, all the 
apoftate Jews, and the he? then, whom Judas had driven 
out of Judaea, came in Ihoals to lift under him, in hopes 
to be ^foon refcttled in their former habitarions ; fo that 
his army was increafed exceedingly before he reached the 
neighbourhood of Jerufalem. On the Other hand, the 
Jews being informed of his approach, went to the temple 
to implore the divine afliftance by fafting and prayer, 
and then prepared themfelves for a vigorous defence, 
Nicanor advanced as far as the fortrefs of Dellau, where 
Simon, Judas’s brother, having come forth againft him, 
was fo terrified at the fight of his numerous army, that 
he was glad to retire to Jerufalem All this fuccefs* 
however, could not induce the Syrian general to begin 
any hoftilities againft the valiant Judas ; on the contrary, 
he fent three of his head officers, Pofidonius, Theoclofius, 
and Matthias, to make overtures of peace, Judas, who 
had fo lately obferved the propenfity of his men to peace, 
acquainted them with the propbfals made by Nicanor 
which were fo well approved by them, that a day, and a 
place, for an interview, was agreed on by thofe two gene- 

’ 1 1 Maccab, vii. ii, k feq, 1 Maccab, xiv. i*, & ftq. 
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raU, to give it the finiftiing ftroke. Jud,as, however, 
juftly fufpedling; the fincerity of the Syrians, caufecl a cer- 
tain number of his ftouteft men to be fo acivantageoully 
pofted, that they might come to his relief, in cafe any 
violence were offered, lint his precaution at this time 
was needlefs, and Nicanor was ,fo bent upon concluding 
a peace with them, that their conference was carried on to 
the fatisfaftion of both parties : the articles being agreed 
on, Nicanor went and fLayed fome time in Jerufalem, 
without giving the Jews the leait caufe of complaint ; fo 
far from it, that, to avoid giving them any umbrage, he 
difbanded the greateft part of his army, and lived in per- 
fefl: frie’ndfhip with the Jewifh nation " (G). 

This harmony was however foon interrupted by the 
perfidious high-prieft, who, thinking the peace nut fufH- 
ciently advantageous to him, went a third lime to An- 
tioch, to complain againft Nicanor, as a betrayer of his 
mafter’s interell, who had concluded a difadvantageous 
peace with the enemies of his fovereign. Demetrius, 
though juflly furprifed that his general fliould venture to 


n 2 Maccab. xlv. i6, & feq. 

(G) In this year foine chro- 
nologers place the introduction 
of the cycle, or rather period 
of eighty-four years, in order 
to fettle the I'eturn of their 
nevv-moons, and feltivals de- 
pending on thc^n. We have 
Ihewn, in a former volume, 
what a wretched method they 
had ufed before the captivity 
for dlfcovering thofe new ap- 
pearances without the help of 
allronomical tables. The in- 
coiiveniency they found in it, 
after their difperlion, obliged 
them to fall upon fome furer 
method, that the whole nation 
might, in every place, obferve 
them, and the ocher fedivals, 
on the fame day. 

This method was the period 
of eighty-four years, which, in 
all piuhability, was only the 
period ot Calippus, which that 
learned allrun omer had publifh- 


Vide & Anriq. lib. xii. cap. 14, 

# 

ed about a hundred and feventy 
years before, and coniidcd of 
Seventy-fix Julian years, and to 
which they added the ocloete- 
ria, either thinking it anfwered 
their purpole better, or, which 
is more likely, as dean Prideaux 
conjeftures, to make it look 
like a dilcovery of their own. 

One thing is certain, and 
worth obferving, that this pe- 
riod of eighty-four years was 
peculiar to the Jews, and has 
been ufed from thence down- 
ward to the time of the famous 
Hillel, who corredled their ca- 
lendar about the year of Chrill 
260. It was afterwards fol- 
lov/cd by the primitive fathers 
in the Chviftian church, in the 
fettling of their Eafter, till new 
dlfpuces arofe, and new corrcc- 
tisns were introduced, which 
are foreign to our prefent fub- 
je£I. 
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take fUcTi a flep, itot only without his leave, but withduf 
informing him of it, would not, however, recall him ; but 
contented himfelf with refufmg to ratify the articles, and 
fending him frelh orders to renew the war againft the 
Jcwifli chief, and not to (heath the fword till he had 
killed him, and wholly fupprefled his party. Upon re- 
ceiving this unexpeded order, Nicanor was extremely 
difpleafed; on the one hand, he w^as loth to violate the 
peace which had been fo faithfully kept by the Jews ; on 
the other, he feared the refentment of the king, if he 
difobeyed fuch an exprefs command. This laft motive 
having at length determined him, his main Jljidy was 
now to find out fome plaufible pretence for laying hold 
on the Jewifh chief. To this end he began to alter his 
behaviour towards him, and, inftead of their former in- 
timacy, to treat him with coldnefs, and an air of fupe- 
riority. This foon gave Judas to underftand that it was 
high time to look to himfelf : he took his meafures ac- 
cordingly, with fuch fpeed and fecrecy, that he quite 
difappeared before they had the lead fufplcion of his de- 
fign. Nicanor, furprifed at his efcape, endeavoured to 
conceal his refentment : he found himfelf now obliged to 
raife a new army, and ‘to aft againft him as an open 
enemy, and yet was both afraid and unwilling to profe- 
cute the war. At lengthy having aflembled a fufficient 
number of forces, and approached Jerufalem, he refolved 
once more to try to furprife him by fome ftratagem, be- 
fore he ventured upon an open rupture. To this end 
he fent fome deputies to acquaint him, 'chat he was not 
come to make war againft him, but to treat of peace, and 
invited him to a new interview. Judas came accordingly 
to the place agreed on, where their firft greeting was in 
all appearance very friendly and peaceable ; but the Jew 
having difeovered his treacherous intent, withdrew, and 
from that time refufed to meet him any more. Nicanor 
then ordered his troops to advance towards Capharfalama, 
not far from Jerufalem, where being met by the Jewifh 
army, a battle was fought, in which he loft five thoufand 
men. But the Jews, finding themfelves unable to make 
bead againft the enemy’s fuperior forces, retired, fome to 
the city of David, and fome into the temple Nicanor 
then led his army ftrait to Jerufalem, and occupied the 
eminence of Mount Sion. There he was addrefied by 
fome of the priefts and heads of the people, who ca'mc in 


* I Maccab. vii. >7, k feq. 
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^ fubmiflive manner^ and fhewed him from that place the 
facrifices which were then offered up in the temple for 
the profperity of king Demetrius. But the exafperated 
general having caft many infolent refleftions on what he 
called their bafe fuperftition, fwore the utter dcftruftion 
of them and their temple,, uulefs Judas was immediately 
delivered up to him. But Judas had happily withdrawn 
himfelf into the land of Samaria with fome of his faithful 
troops. However, it was in vain for the priefts to 
urge this efcape, or any thing elfe, in their own defence, 
to a man who was now determined to make them feel 
the effpifls of his rcfcntment, for having mifled his 
blow. The poor priefts, feeing an exafperated enemy 
with a powerful army at the very gates of the temple, 
and their valiant protedlor forced to abandon them to his 
mercy, had no other refource but prayers and tears ; 
whilft Nicanor endeavoured by cruelty to oblige the Jews 
to apoftatize both from their God and their brave de- 
liverer p. Being informed that Razis, a member of the 
fanhedrim, and a leading man in the community, had by 
his example and influence prevented a great number of 
his countrymen from renquncing their religion, he fent a 
detachment to apprehend him, determined that he fhould 
either apoftatize or fufFer death, Razis feeing his houfe 
furrouuded, fo that it was injpoflible to efcape, fell upon 
his own fword \ but the wound proving ineffedlual, he 
afterwards threw himfelf headlong from one of the tur- 
rets of his houfe. The fall was not more decifive than 
the wound He ftarted up, and running to the fummit 
of a neighbouring rock, tore out his own bowels, and 
expired This old man the Jews have canonized as a 
martyr. 

During tTiefe tranfaftions, Nicanor, having heard that 
Judas was in the land of Samaria, marched againft him 
with an army of thirty-five thoufand men; and as he ftill 
trufted more to his political ftratagems than to his ftrength, 
he refolved to attack him on the fabbath, not doubting 
but the Jews would, as formerly, choofe to be all mur- 
dered, rather than fight on that day. His impious defign 
did not long pafs unpunilhed ; for whilft he was encamped 
in the neighbourhood of Bethoron, Judas marched im- 
mediately againft him with his three thoufand men, and 
encamped near Adafa, a place about thirty furlongs di- 

p 1 Maccab. vii. 32, & feq. 1 Maccab, xiv. 37, & feq. ‘ See alfo 
Jofeph. Aut. lib. xii, cap, 9 1 Maccab. xiv. 
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ftant from the enemy. The firfl thing he did was to en- 
courage his little army with proper texts out of the facred 
books. To affure them farther of the divine alhllance, he 
acquainted them with a vifioii he had lately had, in which 
he faw Onias, the worthy high-prielt, and after him the 
prophet Jeremiah, interceding for the Jewilh people- 
He moreover declared, that the latter had prefented him 
with a fplendid fword, and given him at the fame time an 
aflurance of a complete vi£lory. This fpeech had the de- 
fired efFedt, and his men were on a fudden fired with 
fuch courage, that they routed the enemy at the very firft 
onfet. Njcanor being killed one of the lirll,, fiis men 
were feized with a panic, threw dowji their arms, and 
fought in vain for fhelter : Judas purfued them ; and the 
Jews of the neighbouring cities flopping their flight, killed 
them all to a man, infomuch that there was not a fingle 
perfon left to carry the news to Antioch (H). 

This viftory afforded the JewiOi nation fome peaceful 
intermiflion. Their enemies being terrified at the conti- 
nual fuccefles of their leader, fuffered him to return, and 
take quiet poffeffion of the city 5 which his fuccelTors were 
however forced to quit foon ^fter to the then fuperior 
power of the Syrian general, and apoftate Alcimus, who 
held it but a fhort while, and for the laft time, as the fe- 

J uel will prefently fhew. During this peaceful interval, 
udas, always intent on the interefl of his religion and 
nation, obferving how jvowerful the Pvomans were now 
grown, and how faithfully they then protedfed and alTifted 
their friends, refolved to procure an alliafice with them, 
which might prove a bulwark againft the opprelTive power 


(H) This battle was won on 
the thirteenth day of the month 
Adar, anfwrring to our Febru- 
ary ; and on the next day, the 
body oi Nlcanor being tound 
among the llaiii, Judas ordered 
his head, and right hand, which 
he had fo lately lilted up with 
threatening oaths againfl the 
temple, to be cut oft', and car- 
ried in triumph to Jerufalem; 
where, being arrived with hia 
army, he caufed them to be cx- 
pofed to the view of Jews and 
GentileSy reminding them at 
the fame time, that thofc were 


the head and hand of the pro- 
fane Nicanor, who had fworn 
the total deftruftion of their 
facred temple. His tongue he 
likewife ordered to be cut out, 
and minced, and to be thrown 
to the birds, and his head and 
hand to be hung up on fome of 
the highefl: towers of that city, 
After the Lifunl rejoicings for 
the late fuccefs, a public anni- 
verfary was inftltuted by the 
fanhedrim, to be kept by future 
generations on the thirteenth 
day of Adar, by the name of 
the day of Nicanor, 
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©f the Syrians. EupolemuSj the foil of John, and Jafon, 
the fon of Eleafar, who had been already fent with fuc- 
cefs to Seleiicus Philopator, were likewife chofen for this 
^mbalTy. Their propofals were readily accepted by the 
Roman fenate, and a decree was accordingly made, and 
engraven on copper, in order to be fent to Jerufalem, im- 
porting, that the Jews were thenceforth acknowleged as 
the friends and allies of the Romans j that both nations 
fliould be ready to fuccour each other, and the allies of 
either, with all their power, and in no cafe fhould afllft 
their enemies : and forafmuch as Demetrius boter had 
been complained againft to the fenate, as an opprelTor of 
the Jewilli nation, they fent a letter to him, enjoining him 
for the future to forbear all holliliiies again!! them, and 
threatening him with an invafion of his country by fea 
and land, in cafe he did not comply with the purport of 
their decree ^ This alliance was made in a lucky time; 
for whilft it was tranfadling at Rome, Demetrius, having 
received the news of Nicanor^s defeat and death, was 
fending the right wing, that is to fay, the flower of his 
army, into J^d^ea, with Bacchides and Alcimus at their 
head. It confilled of twenty thoufand foot, and two 
thoufand horfe. With thefe Bacchides entered Galilee, 
and took the city of Mafeloth or Mafladoth, in the ter- 
ritories of Arhela, where he killed a great number of 
Jews. From thence they marched towards Jerufalem ; 
but being told that Judas was retired into the neighbour- 
hood of Eleafa, they went to* attack him there. Judas 
had then but "three thoufand men ; and when thefe beheld 
the fuperiority of the enemy’s army, their hearts failed 
them fo far, that only eight hundred of them ftaid with 
him, and the reft conveyed themfelves away, to the great 
regret of their valiant chief, who was now fo forely 

E relfed, that he had no time to get a new reinforcement, 
ut mnft either fight, or be cut in pieces. However, 
truftingin that fuperior aififtance which had accompanied 
him hitherto, he encouraged his men to behave gallantly; 
and a fight enfued, which lafted from morning till even- 
ing- Judas obferving that the enemy’s right wing, com- 
manded by Bacchides, was the Itrongeft, made a refolute 
attack, broke and purfued it as far as Mount Azotus ; 
but, in the mean time, the left having quite furrounded 
him and his men, he was at length overborne by their 
numbers, and flain, after a long and vigorous defence ; 

r 2 Maccabi ubi fupra. Jofeph. ubi fupra. 
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fo that he fell down on a heap of his enemies, whom he 
had killed (I). 

The report of his death was no fooner fpread through 
Judaea, than it gave new life to all the enemies of the 
JewSvi fo that the greateft part of thefe found themfelves 
obliged, partly for want of a chief of known valour and 
conduft, and partly through a grievous famine, which 
then raged in the land, to acknowlege Bacchides for their 
governor. Whilft, therefore, this general was employed in 
taking all proper meafures to fecure his own government, 
fome of the principal officers, that ferved under him, were 
ordered to make a diligent fearch after the principal 
friends and adherents of the Maccabees, and to put them 
to the mpft torturing deaths; infomuch that this perfe- 
cution feemed to exceed all that they had fuffered fince 
their return from Babylon, and caufed as general a defec-p 
tion. Under thefe difmal circumftances, thofe few, who 
ftill retained a love for their religion and country, had re- 
courfe to Jonathan, furnamed Apphus, and defired him to 
take upon him the command of the Jewiffi forces, and to 
endeavour to ftop the cruel progrefs of the Syrian general, 
Jonathan was eafily prevailed upon, and began to raife 
forces 5 but Bacchides, apprized of his defign, and ad- 
vancing, forced him and his followers to retire into the 
deferts of Tekoah, where tljey encamped near the lake 
Afphar, fecured by a large morafs on one fide, by woods 
on the other, and the Jordan in his front •. This fituation, 
which he thought very advantageous to his handful of 
men, becaufe there was but one narrow way to come at 
them, proved the very reverfe, when they came to engage 
the enemy, 

■ I Maccab. ix. ad 55. Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xiti. cap. 1. 


(1) When the news of his 
death reached Jerufalem, the 
whole city was filled with in- 
expreffible forrow. An univer-r 
fill mourning was made for 
him ; and, in imitation of that 
which David made for Saul and 
Jonathan, they fang thefe lines 
of his, “ How is the mighty 
fallen ! How is the preferver 
of Jfrael ilain !” However, his 


body did not fall into the hands 
of the enemy; if vvas carried 
off by his two brothers, Jona^ 
than and Simon, and buried in 
the fepulchre of his father at 
Modin. Thus died the brave 
Jewifh general, fix years after 
his father Mattathias, and was 
fucceeded by his brother Jona- 
than (i). 


(i) 1 Maccabi ix. j, & feq. ad as> 
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In the mean time, hearing that Bacchldes was in full 
march againft him, his firft care was to fecurc the eiFefts 
and equipage of his followers. The Nabathseans were then 
at peace with them. John therefore, the brother of Jo- 
nathan, was fent at the head of a convoy, to depofite thofe 
moveables. But in his way he was furprifed by the Jam- j^hn hilled 
brians (K), who, iflTuing out of their city, fell upon him, by the 
flew him and his men, and carried away all their baggage. 

This injury did notpafs long unrevenged. Jonathan being 
informed that a great wedding was to be celebrated at Me- revenge on 
daba, between one of the Jambrian chiefs, and a daugh- them, 
ter of a jCJanaanitifh prince, laid an ambufli behind a hill, 
on the road by which the bride was to be condufted ; and 
as foon as the company, which was very numerous, and 
of both fexes, was come nigh enough, fell upon them, 
killed to the number of four hundred, and carried away 
the plunder. 

As foon as Bacchides heard of this retaliation upon the Bacchidet 
Jambrians, he advanced with his army, refolded to attack comes a- 
the Jewifti general on the fabbath ; and Jonathan found 
himfelf in no fraall diftrefs. He was hemmed in on all 
Tides ; and his men were wjth difficulty prevailed upon to 
ftand in their own defence ■, fornhey were diflieartened at 
'feeing the fuperior number of the enemy •, and, at the 
fame time, very unwilling tq profane the fabbath. At 
length, Jonathan finding himfelf prefled by the enemy on 
one fide, and on the other by th^ reluftancy of his men to 
engage them, he addrefled himfelf to the latter in the fol- 
lowing fliort, but pathetic fpeech : Come on, and let 
us fight for our lives ; for it is not now with us, as it was 
in time pafl; : you fee plainly that the battle is both before 
and behind us, and the Jordan on this, and the morafs 
and the wood on that fide. Neither is there a place left 
for us to turn afide to. Wherefore now cry ye unto hea- 
ven, that ye may be delivered out of the hand of your 
enemies.'^ As foon as he had done fpeaking, his men, 
partly through his encouragement, partly through defpair, 
made a bold pufh at the enemy, and killed a good num- 
ber of them on the firft onfet. But, finding themfelves at ^onaihan 
laft unable to cope with fuch an army, the whole body put to 
plunged into the river, and fwam to the other fide, after 

(K) Thefe were a tribe of ly one of the cities which the 
jthe plundering Arabs, who Moabites took from the tribe 
jived then at Medaba, former- of Reuben, 
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having killed about a tlioufand, or, according to Jofephui, 
two thoufand of the enemy ^ 

Bacchides, now convinced that they would fight on the 
fabbath, as well as on other days, did not think fit to purfue 
them any farther, but returned, with his army to Jerufa- 
lem, and there gave orders for fortifying and garrifoning 
fuch places as were moft likely to keep the Jews in awe, 
and to oblige the Maccabitifh party to fubmit. Among 
thofe M^ere Bethoron, Jericho, Emmaus, Beth-el, Thim- 
natha, Bethfura, and fome others, efpccially the fortrefs 
of Acra, into which, bcfides anew fupply of men, arms, 
and provifions, he fent the children of fome of^the prin- 
cipal Jews to be kept as hoftages, to prevent their parents 
and relations from going over to Jonathan and his party. 
At the fame time, the apoftate Alcimus, finding himfelf 
mafter of Jerufalem, gave orders for demolifliing the wall 
of the temple, which inclofed the court of the priefts from 
that of the people, which had been formerly built by the 
diredlion of the prophets Haggai and Zachary. But he 
had fcarcc begun the work before he was ftruck with a 
dead palfy, fo that he died without being able to utter a 
word, or to take any care of his houfe. After his death, 
Bacchides, having by tWs time brought all Judaea into 
tfubjeftion, thought he had no farther bufinefs there, but 
returned to Antioch, and, left the Jews and heathens to 
live in peace 

Jonathan, and his parl;y, made the heft of this ftiort in- 
terval to fecure themfelves’, fothat they lived quietly, and 
without miftruft, for the fpace of two ye'ars. This fecu- 
rity gave his enemies an opportunity to make a frefh at- 
tempt upon him, by inviting Bacchides to furprife and 
defiroy the whole party, which they fent him word might 
be done in one night. Demetrius, who had been by this 
time acknowdeged king of Syria by the Romans, and had 
made a new alliance with them, having now nothing to 
fear from that fide, was cafily perfuaded to fend Bacchi- 
des with a powerful army into Judzea. As foon therefore 
as this general arrived in that country, he lent letters to 
thofe of his party, with orders to feize Jonathan and his 
men, and to bring them to him, according to agreement. 
This pjot, however, had not been carried on with fuch 
fecrecy, but that vigilant chief had notice of it time 
enough, both to defeat it, and to punifti thofe traitors by 


t I Maccab. ubi fupra. Jofeph, ubi fupra, 
jofeph. Antiq. lib. xiii. cap. 2, 


v I Maccab. ibidi 
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whom it had been hatched i for he came fiiddenly upon 
them, took fifty of the chief confpirators, and put them 
all to death ; after which execution, the reft were foon 
difperfed 

Neverthelefs, Jonathan underfiandinp; that Bacchides 
was coming againft him, and finding himfelf by far too 
weak to withftand fo great a force, retired to Bethbafi, or, 
as Jofephus calls it, Bethlagaii, a place ftrongly fituate in 
the defert of Jericho, which he anti his brother iSimon 
fortified, and filled with all neceflary provifions for a 
fiege. Bacchides came according to his expetlation, and 
laid clofe, fiege to the place with his numerous army, which 
he bad increafed with all his adherents in Judaea. As the 
fiege was like to laft long, Jonathan, after a vigorous de- 
fence, left the place under the care of his brother, and 
with a fmall brigade went out to make excurfions. Croll- 
ing the country he defeated Odonarches, and his brethren, 
and the fons of Phafiron in their tents. Thefe, we fup- 
pofe, were part of the befieging holt. From thence he 
went on, attacked and annoyed other parts of their camp, 
and forced Bacchides to advance to their affiftance ; which 
motion being perceived by Jbimon from within, he made a 
vigorous fally, burnt their enjoin es 5 then, falling upon 
his army, difeomfited it on one fide, whilll his brother 
charged it on the other, .Bacchides, vexed to meet 
with fuch a defeat, where he expected an ealy vidtory, 
vented his rage on thofe who find invited him out of Sy- 
ria, and put many of them to death, refolvingto raife the 
fiege, and to I'eturn to Antioch, as foon as he fhould find 
the leaft plaufible pretence for relinquilhing the enter- 
prize. Jonathan, guelfing the fituation of his mind, fent 
him fome mefl'engers with propolaJs for a peace ; which 
were gladly accepted, and foon after ratified by both par- 
ties. By thefe Jirticles, all perfons were releafed on both 
fides j and Bacchides, having fworn never more to adl of- 
fenfively againft Jonathan, departed into Syria, and punc- 
tually kept his oath to him as long as he lived. It leems 
likewife by thefe articles, that Jonathan was left, if not 
governor, at leaft deputy-governor, of Jud^a ; for, as 
foon as Bacchides was gone, he went and fettled in Mich- 
mafti, where he judged Ifrael, pretty neai^ like the an- 
cient judges. He began with making a fevere example 
of tfie apoftate Jews, who were the caufe of all the 
wars and perfegutions that fell upon their nation, from 

> I M^ccab, ix> 571 ad 61. Jofeph. Ant. lib.xiii, cap, i. 
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the reign of Antiochus tpiphanes, downwards to that 
time. Then he fet about reforming the Jewifti church 
and ftate. So that from this ti/ne Judaea began to enjoy 
a perfedl peace, and free exercife of their religion, the 
happy efFe£t^ of their generals valour and piety 

Soon after this pacification, the troubles that happened 
in Syria, gave the Jews a fair opportunity of wholly re- 
covering their liberty, and raifing themfelves to fuch a de- 
gree of importance, that their friendftiip was courted 
alike by the fovereigns of Syria and Egypt. Demetrius, 
who fo feelingly knew their ftrength and bravery, had 
moll caufe to prevent their declaring for his Qojmpetitor 
Alexander Balas. With this view, he wrote a letter to 
Jonathan, full of expreflions of the fincereft friendfhip 
and confidence, in which he gave him full power to levy 
what forces he fhould think fit, and to caufe new arms to 
be fabricated and declared him his new friend and ally. 
In the end, he added an order for fetting at liberty all the 
hollagcs which had been fent by Bacchides into the fof- 
trefs of Acra, and had been detained there ever fince, not- 
withftanding the late peace. As foon as Jonathan had re- 
ceived the letter, he brought it jto Jerufalem, caufed it to be 
read before that garrifon,*and demanded that the hoflages 
fliould be delivered. The people, feeing how great a 
power he was now invefte<i with, dared not hefitate about 
the matter ; but immediately complied with his demand ; 
after which tranfa£lion, Jonathan found his army increafe 
exceedingly. On the other hand, thofe garrifons which 
Bacchides had left in fcveral Itrong places bf Judaea above 
mentioned, finding themfelves too weak to withlland him, 
forfook them, and fled (L). 

When Alexander underftood what a powerful friend 
Jonathan was like to prove to the fide he Ihould declare 
himfelf for, and the favours which Demetrius had lately 
bribed him with, he refolved to outbid him, and to draw 
him to his interell. He fent him a mod obliging letter, 
in which he beftowed the high-priefthood on him, and ac- 
companied it with rich prefcnts, and among them a purple 
robe, and a golden crown. Jonathan readily accepted of 

7 1 Mace, ubi fupra, verf. 6x, ad fin. Antiq. lib. xiii. cap. 2 . 

(L) Thofe only ofBethfura meet with their juft deferts, re- 
and Acra, which were moftly folved to ftand it out to the laft, 
filled with ape-ftate Jews, not and either furrender upon fafe 
daring to follow their example, terms, or to die fword in hand, 
left they fhould be purfued, and 


then)i 
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them, putting on the prieftljr veftments, on the feaft of 
Tabernacles y, in the ninth year of his government, and 
in the feventh month of that year. However, as he would 
not feem wholly to receive that dignity from a prince, 
whofe right to the Syrian crown was fo juftly fufpetfed, 
he reinforced his appointment, by the fufFrages of the 
Jewifh nation. 

Being thus inverted with the dignity of high-priert, his 
firft care was to raife new forces, and to caufe a great 
number of arms to be made, refolving to fide with Alex- 
ander. When Demetrius found, chat his competitor was 
likely to ^deprive him of fo important an ally, he fpared 
neither Yavour nor promifes to attach him to his intereft: 
he fent him a long letter, couched in the moll obliging 
terms, wherein he artfully difguifed his refentment for his 
defe£lion, under the greateft profeflions of confidence in 
his friendrtiip and loyalty; in acknowlegement of which, 
and to bind him ftill farter to-his interert, he promifed 
him a general relaxation of all arrears, an exemption from 
future tribute, imports, or taxes, a free exercife of the 
Jewlrti religion, with many other concellions and privi- 
leges, vaftly exceeding thofe which Alexander had made 
to him, and too great indeed to^bc really defigned by that 
monarch. The memory of the many mifehiefs and perfe- 
cutions which they had fo lately fulFered under him, made 
Jonathan fufpeft the fmeerity of them ; and indeed fuch 
was the charafter of that prince, and the prefent fituation 
of his alFairs, that they might'well extort thofe exorbi- 
tant promifes'from him, without any real intention of 
performance. However, whether through refentment or 
diffidence, Jonathan chofe rather to enter into an alii- 
anae with his competitor, and difclaimed all future friend- 
fliip with a man who had given them fo many feeling 
proofs of his hatred to their nation : fo that from this time 
they ftuck clofe to Alexander's intereft * ; and it was lucky 
for them that they chofe this fide ; fmee Demetrius was 
foon after defeated and killed by his competitor. 

The new monarch having, by thatdecifive battle, made 
himfelf mailer of the Syrian crown, forgot not to exprefs 
his gratitude to the Jewifh chief; he invited him to his 
nuptials, to which Jonathan went with a numerous re- 
tinue, and was received with great marks of friendrtiip and 
<;rteem. During his flay at Ptolemais, where they were 
celebrated, fame difaffefted Jews came to exhibit accu- 

* ] MaQcab, Xi 17, & feq. Ant. lib, xiii. cap. 5. * lid. ib, 
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fatlons againft him ; but the king, refolving not to hear 
any thing againft his friend, caufed a proclamation to be 
made through the city, cxprefly forbidding anyfuch com- 
plaint to be brought before him. To mortify his ene- 
mies the more, he caufed him to fit by him, cloathed in 
purple, confirmed all his former grants to him, made 
him generaliflimo of Judaea, and gave him fome other 
titles and governments in his kingdom ; all which favours 
cafl fuch a damp upon his accufers, that they fecretly de- 
parted for fear of farther mifehief. Jonathan, on the 
other hand, having made fome confiderable prefents to the 
king and queen, returned into Judsea’’-, highly fatisfied 
with his reception, and much more with his choic£ of fuch 
an ally. From this time the Jewifh nation became more 
and more confiderable, not only in Judxa, where they en- 
joyed every branch of liberty, whether religious or civil, 
but in other countries alfo, and particularly in Egypt; 
where Ptolemy Philometor, and his filter and wife Cleo- 
patra, raifed many of them tn confiderable polls, both at 
court and in the army, intrulled them with the keeping 
of their principal fortrelTes, and even the command of their 
army they bellowed upon Onlas and Dofitheus. Thefe 
two, if we may believe^lofe^^hus, feem to have wholly 
ingrofled the king’s favour during his whole reign (M). 

By this time Alexander having, partly by his negligence 
and debaucheries, and partly by the tyranny and cruelties 
of his favourite Ammonius, alienated the affeftion of his 
fubjefts, young Demetrius was encouraged to leave his 
retirement in Cnidos, and make an effort Uo recover the 


^ 1 Maccab. ibid. ver. 59, 

(M) The misfortune was, 
that Onlas could not be fatis- 
ficd with it, whilft he faw him- 
felf deprived of the dignity of 
thejevvilh high-prielthood, and 
of the pleafure of performing 
the fundtions of that fupreme 
dignity, which his birth entitled 
him to. Since, therefore, there 
were no hopes, that Jonathan 
would ever yield to him that of 
Jerufidem, he had no other 
way to make himfelf amends 
for it, but by fetting up a new 
one in Egypt ; and his great 
credit with the king and ^ueen 


ad 66. Antiq. ubifupra. 

eafily procured him the liberty 
of doing it. 

This edifice, which was built 
after the model of that of Jeru- 
falem, but neither fo large, nor 
fo fumptUDus, the reader may 
fee deferibed in Jofephus, It 
was furrounded with a very 
firong ftone wall, and had the 
altar of incenfe and burnt-offer- 
ings, &c. like that in Judsea ; on- 
ly, inftead of the feven- branch 
candleftick, Onias contented 
himfelf with a llately golden 
lamp, which hung from the roof 
by a chain of the fame metal. 
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crown. Apollonius, then governor of Ccelefyria and Pa- 
Icftine, revolted to him, whilft Jonathan, remembering 
his alliance and obligations, ftuck clofe to Alexander’s in- 
tereft. Apollonius^ therefore, having alTembled a confi- 
derable army, marched againfl him as far as Jamnia ; but 
not daring to advance farther into the mountainous parts 
of Judaea, for fear of lofing the benefit of his cavalry, he 
fent him a daring meflage to come and fight him in the 
plain country. Jonathan readily accepted the challenge, 
and marched from Jerufalem to Joppa, at the head of ten 
thoufand men, an^i in his way was met by his brother Si- 
mon, with a reinforcement. The town, being garrifoned 
by the troops of Apollonius, fhut their gates againft the 
Jewifh general, and obliged him to take it by fiege, an at- 
chievement which he quickly finifhed almoft in fight of 
the enemy’s army. Apollonius advanced againfl; him with 
eight thoufand foot, and three thoufand horfe, leaving a 
thoufand behind to furprife the Jews in the rear, whilft 
he attacked them in front, and made a feint, as if he 
was marching with the former fouthward towards Azo- 
tus. Jonathan came out as he expefted, and Apollonius 
facing about, fell upon him, not doubting but his ftrata- 
gem would gain him a complete vidtory. But he foon 
found his project, fruftrated by the experienced Jewifh ge- 
neral, who, having drawn' up his army in the figure of an 
oblong fquare, not unlike the Macedonian phalanx, his 
troops bore the fliock of the battle on both Tides with un- 
ufual firmnefs till the evening, when Jonathan, obferving 
the enemy’s herfe to be quite fpent, rufhed on a fuflden 
upon the foot, which was now deflitute of the cavalry, 
and totally routed them. The greateft part fled to Azo- 
tus, and took flieltcr in the temple of Dagon, whither 
the Jewifh army purfued them ; and, having made them- 
felves mailers of the town, fet it on fire, not fparing 
the temple. The number of the flain amounted to 
eight thoufand. From Azotus Jonathan went and plun- 
dered fome other neighbouring towns ; only that of Afca- 
lon, which met him with prefents, and compliments of 
fubmiflion, was fpared ; after which exploits, they return- 
ed to Jerufalem, loaden with rich plunder. Alexander, 
liearing of Jonathan’s fidelity and viftory, fent him a pre- 
fent. of a rich buckle or clafp, fuch as thofe only of the 
royal family ufed for faflenlng their purple mantle to the 
flioulder: he gave him alfojthe city and territory of ^kron, 
and fome other marks of his efteem 

^ t Maccab. x» 74, ad £n. 
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Oti Phllometor’s coming with his army into Paleftine^ 
on pretence to fuccour his fon-in-law, fome of the ene-* 
ipies of the Maccabees tried to render them odious to 
him, by fhewing him the devaftations they had lately 
inade, particularly the ruins of Azotus, and of the tem- 
ple of Dagon, and the carcafes of thofe they had flainj 
which were ftill above-ground. But that prince, what- 
ever his rcafona were, could not be induced to Ihcw any 
refen tment againfl them. On the contrary, he laid all 
the blame upon Apollonius ; and when Jonathan came to 
pay him a vifit at Joppa, with a numerous retinue, he 
favoured him with the moft gracious reception 

This prince, having given the kingdom of Syfia, and 
his daughter Cleopatra, from Alexander to young Deme- 
trius, furnamed Nicanor, died of the wounds he received 
in the laft battle, before he could well fettle him on his 
throne. Jonathan therefore took this opportunity, Egypt 
being then embroiled in a civil war about the fucceflion, 
and neither able nor inclined to aflift the new Syrian 
king, to begin the fiege of Acra, which was ftill garrimned 
by Syrian troops, and always ready to annoy the Jews 
going to and from Jerufalem. He wanted neither forces 
nor engines to form it in^ the 'beft manner ; but in the 
height of the fiege, complaint having been made of it to 
the young king, he was forced to leave it, and appear be- 
fore him at Ptolemais. However, he gave orders that it 
fliouid be carried on with the fame vigour as if he himfelf 
bad been prefent ; then, taking with him fome of the 
moft confiderable priefts and elders of his r.ation, he re- 
paired to court, where he pleaded his caufefo well before 
that prince, and fupported it with fuch prefents, that he 
was received into his favour and friendfhip, and quite dif- 
comfited his accufers, who werefent away with difgrace, 
Nicanor confirmed him in his pontifical dignity, ihrolled 
him in the higheft place among his friends ; and, for the 
annual tribute of three hundred talents, releafed, not only 
judeea, but alfo the three toparchies of Lydda, Aphare- 
ma, and Ramacha(N), from all future taxes whatfoever®, 

^ 1 Mflccab. xi. 4, Sc feq. e Jofeph. Ant. lib. xiii, cap. 8. 

(N) Thcfe three, with their and immunitieB of them; and 
terrirories, had been dirmem- now the prefent king renews 
bered from Samaria fome time the fame grant, and allots the 
before, and joined to Judza; revenues of it towards the 
and the late Demetrius, in his maintenance of the fervice of 
courting letter to Jonathan, the temple, and of the priefts 
confirmed to him the poffelGon on duty, 

Jonathan 
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Jonathan, upon his return to Jerufalem, redoubled his 
attacks againft the fortrefs ; but finding that it was like to 
hold out long, and cofl him dear, he bethought himfelf 
of procuring an order from the king, for the evacuation 
.both of that and fome other places, from which he com- 
plained to him the garrifons were ftill annoying the Jews. 
He chofe a lucky jundlure for fending this requefl : for 
Demetrius, having a little before dilbanded his troops, 
had given occafion to that revolt which Tryphon raifed at 
Antioch. He was therefore glad to grant it to him, upon 
condition he fhould afiift with fome of his forces to 
quell the rebels 5 and it appears in the'liiflory of the Se- 
leucid2e,*fiow effeftually the three tboufand men, which 
he fent him, anfwered his purpofe, at the fame time re- 
taliating on the Antiochians the many cruelties u/hich tbofe 
of their own nafion had formerly fulFered from the Syrians, 
both in Judaea and elfewhere ^ Demetrius, however, in- 
ftead of performing his promife to Jonathran, broke even 
thofe which he had made to him at Ptolemais, and began 
to infill on his pitying all the taxes and cufloms which he 
had remitted to him at that interview. But it was not 
long before a new infurreftjon, in which he was driven 
out of his kingdom by Antiochu^ the fon of Alexander, 
made him repent of his per^ld!^ to the Jews, and of his 
tyranny to his own fubjet^^ , 

The new king did not forget to fecure the Jewifh ge- 
neral to his interell ; he confirmed all the former grants, 
and added fome others to them: he made his brother Si- 
mon general of^all his forces, and governor of all the fea- 
coafhs, from the Ladder of Tyre to the frontiers of Egypt, 
upon condition that ihofc two brothers Ihould declare for 
hihi. Jonathan was eafily prevailed upon to forfake his 
old treacherous ally, and to accept the offers of the new 
fovereign. He fent immediately an embalTy of thanks, 
to afl'urc him of his heft fervices. The two jewifh gene- 
rals, having obtained their commiflion, affembled a good 
army, croffed the Jordan, and defeated Demetrius’s troops 
that were fent to make a diverfion in Galilee. In this ex- 
pedition Jonathan was in imminent danger of being cut 
in pieces by the enemy: he had encamped near the lake 
of Genezareth, and was advancing early one morning to- 
wards Azor ■, in his march he fell unexpeftedly into an 
ambulh, which had been placed among the defiles of the 
mountains to furprife him. As foon as he perceived his 

^ I Mace. ati. 41, & ftq. 
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danger, he difpofed his men fof a brave defence ; but the 
gfcaccft part of them, being feized with a panic, forfook 
him, and fled 5 fo that he was left with only fifty refolute 
adherents, and two of his commanding officers, Matta- 
thias and Judas. With thefe he faced about, and fought 
fo defperately, that the enemy began to give way j which 
being perceived at a diftance by his runaways, they ral- 
lied, and renewed the fight with fuch vigour, that they 
gained a complete vidlory, and purfued the Demetrians 
to their very camp at Cadefh s ; after this incident Jona- 
than fent his brother to befiege Bethfura, which had till 
then been garrifoned by heathens and renegado Jews, 
whiHl he himfelf went and fecured fome of th6 principal 
cities of that province \ particularly Afcalon, which open- 
ed its gates to him ; Gaza, which he forced to furrender; 
and, in a word, all the towns from thence to Damafeus. 
Simon, on his fide, having made himfelf mailer of Beth- 
fura, freed the neighbourhood from the continual jnfults 
of that garrifon, and returned to Jerufalem, whither he 
was foon followed by Jonathan. 

Thefe fuccefles of the tw’-o brothers abroad, had (truck 
fuch a damp into their enemies at home,' that they found 
all things in qiiietnefs at therr return, However, Jona- 
than did not think fit to to the gratitude of the new 
king, to whom he had done^^h fignal fervices; but fet 
about means of preferving rtie peace and liberty of his na- 
tion on a more permanent footing.* To this end he fent a 
new embalTy to Rome to renew his alliance with the 
fenate, which was executed with great re^dinefs on their 
part. In their return, his ambafl'adors were ordered to 
a£l the fame part with the Lacedaemonians, and other 
Grecian (lates, with whom they were In friendlhip ; there 
too they executed their commilTion with all imaginable 
fuccefs. In their addrefs to the Lacedaemonians, the fub- 
ftance of which the reader will find in the note (O), they 

reminded 

% I Macc, xi. 67, 8 c feq. 

(O) Jonathan, high-prieft, one of your kings, to Onias, 
with the elders and priefls of formerly high-prieft of the 
the Jewifli nation, unto the Jews, wherein he exprefled 
ephori, fenate, and people of your friendfliip and affinity to 
Lacedsemon, their brethren, our nation, which affinity we 
greeting: acknowleged with greater ho- 

‘‘ Whereas we have found, nour, becaufe we findntcon- 
among our records, a letter firmed by our facred books ; 
long fince written by Arius, we have fent thefe our depu- 
ties 
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S-eminded them of a letter formerly fent to their hlgh-prieft 
(Onias III.) by the Spartan king Arius, and inclofed a 
copy of it with their own. But whilft thefe alliances were 
tranfafting, news was brought to Jonathan, that the 
Demetrian generals, whom he had lately defeated, were 
advancing towards him with a more numerous army. To 
prevent, therefore, their entering Judaea, he marched out 
with the utmoft expedition at the head of his forces, re- 
folving, if poflible, to attack them in their own territories. 
He made fuch good fpeed, that he reached Amathis, a 
place on the frontiers of Syria, and encamped over-againft 
them. 'Their defign, it feems, was to furprife his camp 
on the following night ; but Jonathan, having timely no- 
tice of it, kept his men under arms all that night, ready 
to receive them ; which vigilance being perceived by the 
enemy, they retired immediately into their camp; where 
having lighted a good number of fires to conceal their 
flight, they forfook it, and marched off unperceived. 
When the morning gave the Jews notice of their flight, 
Jonathan ftrove in vain to purfue them ; they were al- 
ready far beyond the Eleutherus before he could reach that 
river. To make himfelf th^refye fome amends for his 
difappointment, he fell upij^tr fome Demetrian Arabs, 
whom he defeated, and ^fried off a confiderable booty; 
«nd from thence paffino^ through Damafeus, making ex- 
curfions all the way, arrived at Jerufalem 


^ 1 Macc/^. 6i, ad fin. Antiq. lib. xiii. cap 9. 


ties to you, to renew the faid 
alliance and brotherly union 
with you, lelt we fliould be 
thought unmindful of^ it, by 
reafoii of the long interval 
which has elapfed fincc the re- 
ceipt of it, 

“ Be it therefore known un- 
tc you, that we have had you 
always in our minds, both in 
our folemn feflirals, and in our 
prayers and facrifices, as our 
brethren and allies, rejoicing 
at your firccefles, and bphold- 
ing with pleafure the profpe- 
riry and fplendor of your re- 
public. As for us, though wc 
thought ourfelves honoured by 

(2) Jofeph. Antiq. 


your friendfhip and alliance, 
yet we have hitherto forborn to 
be chargeable or troublefome 
to you, during all the grievous 
wars andpcrfccutions which we 
have been expofed to from our 
tyrannous neighbours ; but 
now lince Heaven has blefl: us 
with better times, we have 
thought fit to fend to you Nu- 
menius and Antipater, ourlate 
deputies to the Roman fenare, 
with frefh offers of our heft fer- 
vices to you, not doubting but 
they will be as heartily accept- 
ed by you as they are tendered 
by us (2).” 

lib. xiii. cap. 9. 


Invadtd 
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nans. 
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In the mulft of thefe tranfaftions, Simoii, whci had 
been left to take care of Judsea and GalileCj kept a watch- 
ful eye over thofe places he had lately fecured to Antiochus 
in the lafl of thofe provinces. lie reviewed the garrlfons 
of Afcalon, and other fortrelTes in that neighbourhood j 
and being told that the citizens of Joppa were inclined to 
receive aDemetrian governor, he reduced, and fecured it 
with a ftrong garrifon, and returned to join his brother at 
Jerufalem. Here they called a council, wherein it was 
refolved, that all the forts and fconces of Judsea fhould 
be forthwith repaired ; that others fhould be eredled 
wdiere they were wanted ; that the wall of the city fhould 
be rebuilt ; and a new wall be raifed between Mount Sion 
and the reft of the city, of fuch a height, as might effec- 
tually cut ofl- all communication between them ; to the end 
that* the garrifon of Acra, being thereby deprived of all 
future fupply, might bethefooner either forced to furren- 
der or ftarve. All thefe refolutions were executed with-» 
out lofs of time 5 fo that the garrifon of Acra was foon 
obliged to furreiider. 

By this time Jonathan had governed the Jewifh 
ftate near feventeen years, with great wifdom and fuc- 
cefs, when he was unhappily decoyed into the perfidious 
Tryphon’s power, and foc/4. after murdered. That trai- 
tor knew but too well how vatrwit would be to attempt to 
wreft the crown from the young iponarch, whilft he had 
fo faithful and powerful an ally ; and therefore fpared 
neither promifes, oaths, nor any other treacherous means, 
toperfuade him to difband his numeroiiouirmy, now be- 
come, as he pretended, ufelefs and burdenfome. Jona- 
than, too eafily prevailed upon to take that deftru£live 
ftep, was foon after as unhappily decoyed into the city of 
Ptolemais, attended only by one thoufand of his men, 
who were all treacheroufly murdered by his order, and 
their chief only fpared, till the villain had obtained a large 
fum from Judaea under the name of a ranfom, which was 
no fooner paid, than Jonathan fuffered death. When the 
news of his being feized, and kept prifoner, and of the 
flaughter of his men, reached Jerufalem, the whole city 
was in the utmoft confternation. They doubted not but 
the perfidious murderer would foon be at their gates, and 
be joined by all the heathens and apoftate Jews, whom 
the bravery of their late leader had hitherto fuppreffed : 
and indeed their fears were, but too well grounded j for 
Tryphon was making great preparations to march into 
Judaea, with full refolution to extirpate, if poffible, the 

whole 
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whole nation. All their enemies, who had been till now 
kept in awe, exulted at Jonathan’s fate. They began to 
exprefs an impatient defire to fee the land once more in- 
vaded, and to threaten the Jews with a fevere retaliation. 
Simon was now the only I'urviving fon of Mattathias *, and 
the courage and conduft which he had fliewed hitherto, 
evinced him the only fit perfon to fucceed his brother. 
An aflembly was therefore called in the outer court of the 
temple, in which he was, by their unanimous /Confent, 
defired to take the command upon him ; a talk which he 
readily undertook, not only as he was the next in fuccef- 
fion, but,ijiat he might find fome means, either of releaf- 
ing, or, at the worft, of revenging, his worthy brother. 
He was not only appointed commander in chief of their 
forces, but even promoted to the dignity of high-prieft, 
in which office he was folemnly inftalled(P). 

His firlt care was to finiffi the fdrtificacions of the city 
with all fpeed, and to get together an army fufficient to 
cope with rryphon, who was in full march againft him. 
That traitor perceiving the Jews had taken fuch fpirited 
meafures for their defence, thought proper to temporize, 
and foon returned to Syria. , As foon as he was gone, Si- 
mon ordered the bodies of Antir^hus and Jonathan, with 
his two foils, whom Tryphp,^ had murdered, to be fetched 
the places where ^icy died, and depofited in the 
j^lchre of his fathers^ Modin, where a {lately monu- 
i^as reared over dfcm * ( O ), 

' X . His 

t I Macc?^iii. lo, & feq. Antiq. ubi fupra. 


Simon fuc- 
ceeds his 
brother. 


Jonathan 
buried at 
Modin. 

Yr. of FJ, 
2205. 

Ante Chr. 
H3- 


( P ) How highly foever 
thofe Afmonean heroes may be 
admired on other accounts, yet 
there can be nothing faid in 
their excufe, except the ne- 
ceflity and iniquity of the times 
they lived in, for acting in a 
two-fold oppofition to their 
law ; to wit, ftripping the houfe 
of Judah of the royal power, 
by which that family became 
reduced to the loweft degree of 
poverty ; and transferring the 
high-prlefthood from that of 
Eleazar) the elder branch of 
the family of Aaron, into their 
own. So that, upon the 
whole, thofe great men, though 


extolled by their own writers to 
the degree of faints and mar- 
tyrs, mull, to an impartial 
reader, appear to have been 
more folicitous to fatisfy their 
own ambition, than to reform 
their church, according to 
the model of their lawgiver, 
(Q^) This noble piece of ar- 
chitefture flood on an cmi- 
mence, which commanded the 
whole country round about ; 
and, being itfelf raifed to a 
vafl height, was feen at a great 
difiance at fea, and ferved for 
a land-mark. It was made of 
white marble, curioufly carved 
and polifiied. Simon caufed 
^ H 3 



1C2 


p> ‘ 

JiU'tanci 
^itk. Rome 
and Sparta 
ren€*wed^ 


Emhajfy to 
Demetrius. 


Pemetri- 

an- 

fwer^ and 

large 

grants. 


The Hiftory of the fewu 

His next care was to fend an embafTy to tlie Roman 
fenate, to notify to them the treacherous murder of his 
brother, with his fuccelTion to his office, and to renew his 
alliance with them. They were to execute the fame com- 
miffion at Lacedaemon ; and in both places they were re- 
ceived with great honour. Both nations expreffed un- 
common refentment at Tryphon’s treachery, and chear- 
fully renewed their friendftiip with Simon ; to whom they 
fent letters of congratulation on his accelfion to the Jewifh 
high-priefthoorf and government, together with the ratifi- 
catinn of their alliance engraved on copper. -All which 
being received, Simon caufed them to be read before their 

5 reat afl'embly ; and then fet about fortifying afre-ffa both 
erufalem and other places of Judgea, and railing new 
forces againft any future invafion. Having thus farftrength- 
ened himfelf by alliances, and the land with men, arms, 
and other neceflary ftores, he fent an embafly to Deme- 
trius, whom Tryphon had, by this time, llripped of 
almofl; his whole kingdom. He offered to aclcnowlege him 
king of Syria, and to afllft him in the recovery of his 
kingdom from the ufurper, upon condition that he would 
coniirm him in all his dignities, and his country in all their 
privileges and immunities. He seinforced his offers with 
a rich crown of gold, and f^jne other prefents. Deme- 
trius, glad to accept the condoKij^ fent him a letter un^ 
der the royal fignature, by which nt granted all his de- 
mands, together with a general amn^y and oblivion for,- 
all pad hoftilities ; conftituted Simon ^io,vei eign prince -uf 
the Jewifh nation, and freed his land all fo,veign 

yoke. From this time Simon took upon hmi the name 
and authority of prince and high-pried of the Jews; 
which dignities having been confirmed to him, and to his 
defeendents, the next year, by an aiSl of the fanhedrlm, 
all public acSs were ordered from thenceforward to be 
made in his name (R). 

Simon's 

alfo feven pyramids to be built top of it was adorned with 
round it ; to wit, two for hig fliields, armour, fliips, and 
father and mother, and four qtherfuch embellilhmcnts, cu- 
for his four brethren, and the rioufly carved. All which 
lad for himfelf. The whole were dill to be feen, not only 
was furrounded with a dately in Jofephus, but in Eufebius 
portico, whofe arches were ^nd St. Jerom's time (3). 
fupported by marble pillars, (R) Inpurfuance and by vir- 
(Bach of a whole piece. The tue of this grant, the Jews 

(3) Eufeb. & Hier. loc, Hebn 

from 
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Simon’s main bufi.nefs now was to flrengthen himfelf .Simcw/or- 
in his new dignity; to which end he fet about repairing 7^*- 
and fortifying all his garrifons afrefti ; efpecially that of 
Bethfura, which, being on the confines of Judjea, had 
been formerly made the chief magazine of the enemy, and 
was like to be one of the firft places they would attempt. 

He therefore took care to fecure it with good walls, towers, 
and ammunition, and with a garrifon of the ftouteft Jews. 

About the fame time he fent Jonathan, the fon of Abfa- 
lorn, with a good army, to befiege Joppa ; which being 
taken, he drove out all its inhabitants, filled it with men 
of his ovvij nation, repaired its fortifications, and, liking 
the fituation of it, built himfelf a houfe, and fettled 
there (S). About the fame time Simon went with another 
army to reduce the city of Gaza, or, as fome more pro- and Gaza. 
bably guefs, that of Gazara which had revolted ever 
fince Jonathan’s death. He battered it fome confiderable 
time with his engines, and was juft on the point of ftorm- 
ing it, when the inhabitants appeared on the walls, men, 
women, and children, with their deaths rent, and im- 
plored his mercy with fuch doleful cries, as prevailed upon 
him to fpare their lives, ayd to fend them away to Ihift 
for themfelves where they couL^.. He entered the town, 
and purified it of all its idol^^^.ious monuments, put a ftrong 
garrifon of Jews into it, ^nd cjiufed a houfe to be built for 
fl^mfelf, to which he pjren retired, either for relaxation, 
orw^eep the neighbourhood in-order*. 

InNte courfe ^ the next year, the fortrefs of Acra, Yr. of FI, 
which nW be^tf invefted near two years, being now re- 
duced by famine, began to capitulate, after it had been 
held by the Syrians about twenty-five years, to the great _ 

iiuifanccof the Jcwifti nation. Simon, who wanted to be jerafur- 
rid of them at any rate, gave them leave to march out nndntd ; 
peaceably, whilft he and his troops entered it with palms 
in their hands, to the found of trumpets and other inftru- 
ments, accompanied with fongs, and other demonftra- 

k See Prid. Connect, fub. an. 431 1 1 Mace. xiii. & xv. palT, 

Jofeph. Ant, lib- xiii. cap. 9, & feq, 

frqm that time ceafed to date ^ (S) The place from this 
their contradts, and other in- time became the chief fea-port 
ftruments, as formerly, by to all Judsea, being diflan t about 
the reigns of the Syrian kings, forty miles ftomjeruralem, and > 
and dated them by the year of opening a trade to the coafts and 
Simon and his fuccelforBp illands of the Mediterranean, 

H 4 tions 
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tlons of joy. At firft he ordered it to be luftrated and 
cleanfed) intending probably to put a Jewifli garrifon in 
it j but, upon more mature deliberation, he called a grand 
council, and propofed to dt molifh both it, and the hill 
unddemo- on whicji .it ftood This propofal met with a general 
UJbtd. approbation ■, the work was immediately fet about, and 
carried on with indefatigable afliduity, duiing the fpace 
of three years 5 every man taking his turn in it, till the 
mountain was brought down to the level of that of the 
temple, that it might never more be in a condition to an- 
noy the houfe of God (T). It was in this year that the 
great fanhedrim, and the whole aflembly of the Jews, 
confirmed to him all his dignities, and entailed them on 
his pofterity, in confideration of the eminent fervices he 
had done to his country ; which are therefore recapitu- 
lated in the preamble to their decree* 

Vr. of FI. Demetrius, driven from his dominions, had been taken, 
2 zc 8. prifoner, by the Parthians, whilft Tryphon’s 

Ante Chr. caufed a general defeftionfrom him to Cleopatra. 

* Thi^ princefs, defpairing ever to recover her captive huf- 
band, fent to invite his brother Antiochus out of his re- 
tirement, to make a pufli for the Syrian crown* Upon 
his coming therefore to her, he fent a veryi obliging letter 
to the Jewifli high-prieft, i^^hich he confirmed to him 
all his dignities, revenues, ana>li«/bority ; and to his na- 
tion all the freedom and inmiuniVes, which had been 
formerly granted to them by his brother, or which the’ 
aU were now in a£lual pofi'elfion of. To he added, 
hnxjedthe fjdes many great promifes, a power of col^ng rheir-bwn 
^iiciney in Judaea, which that pontiff immediately made 
ufe of (U). But when that prince had eflabliflied himfelf 

on 


^ lid. ibid, ad fin> 


(T) This clrcumftance of 
demolifldng the fortrefs, and 
the liill, which we have men- 
ticned out of Jol'cphus, and 
thofe who have followed him, 
is not only omitted, but feems 
even contradicted by the firll 
book of Maccabees, which afr 
firms that Simon fortified anti 
garrifoned it with Jews. 

(U) Several pieces of this 
ew[fh coin are ftill preferved 
y tKe purious , the inferip- 


tion of fome of them is, “The 
Shekel, or HuU Shekel of Jf- 
ratlj” in others, “ The firft 
or fecond, &c. year of the de- 
liverance of Ifrael, ot Sion, of 
Jerufalem, 8:c,*' Others a- 
gain are inferibed, “ Simon 
prince of Ifrael,’* What is re- , 
rnarkable in thefe inferiptions 
ifi, that they are not in the new 
Affyrian charafter, adopted by 
Ezra, but in the old Sama- 
ritan ; for vvhich no other rea- 
foi> 
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on his throne by the marriage, of Cleopatra, and the death 
of Tryphon, Simon, whether he fufpefted the fincerity 
of his late promifes, or was willing to make his friendfhip 
to him appear more confiderable, fent a frefh embafly to 
Rome, to renew and ftrengthen his alliance with that 
nation. 

The fenate's letter to' the king of Syria was indeed di- 
refted to Demetrius, for it was written before that prince 
fell into the* hands of the Parthians; but haH it been dl- 
refted to Antiochus, it is likely, he would have had as 
little regard to it, as he had to that, which he had fent 
to the Jewifh chief, b or even whilft he was befieging 
Tryphon'in Dora, whither Simon fent him two thoufand 
chofen men with M arlike Itores, engines, and other am- 
munition *, inftead of accepting them, he fent them all 
back, together with a threatening melTage to Simon, in- 
filling upon his furrendering joppa, Gazara, and the ci- 
tadel of Jerufalem \ which, he faid, belonged to the crown 
of Syria; or elfe upon paying him five hundred talents 
for each, and five hundred more for the ravages which 
the Jews had ciDmmitted in his dominion. Athenobius, 
one of that monarch’s favourites, was ^ ifpatched upon 
that errand : he came accorclingly to Jerufalem, and be- 
held with wonder the richnef? 'and fplendur of the high- 
priell’s court, at the fame fithe that he informed him of 
mailer’s demands Simon, not terrified at this 
merS^e, anfwered co/rfiy, that he was in polTelfion of 
nothifig: but what inherita'hce of his ancellors ; ex- 

cept inae«4^|)^/artreires of J''‘ppa and Gazara, which he 
had been forced to feize, to fupprefs the continual ravages 


A Conf. I Macc. xv, 28, & feq. 

fon can be afligned, if they be 
authentic, except that Simon 
was willing to preferve the an- 
cient form of thofe that had 
been coined before the capti- 
vity, as well in the charac- 
ter, as the metal, figure, and 
weight. 

Accordingly, thefe, like the 
old ones, have on the one fide a 
cup, or pitcher, fiippofed' to 
have been the pot of manna, 
and on the other a branch or 
budding rod of Aaron, or 4 


& Ant. lib. xiii. cap. it, & 13. 

palm -branch ; fome a vine,, 
others a bunch of grapes, or 
a wheat-llieaf ; fome have iwo 
doves, others two towers, or 
the front of an edifice, fup- 
pofed to be that of the temple. 

Thofe we have left of him 
are all of filver : whether he 
coined any in gold, is not cer- 
tain; the king’s letter men- 
tions neither metal, but per- 
mits him in general to coin his 
own money, 

und 
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and devaftations they made in Judaea : that for thcfe there- 
fore he was willing to pay the king a hundred talents ; 
but, as to the fortrefs* of Acra, he could by no means 
think the king had any right to demand it. Athenobius 
did not ftay to make any reply, but went off abruptly, and 
returned to Antiochus, who was ftill employed in the 
fiege of Dora, where he communicated the anfwer of 
the Jewifh pontiff. He likewife defcribed the pomp and 
grandeur of his houihold ; the great quantity of fil- 
ver and gold veffels ufed at his table; and other fuch 
marks of the Jewifli wealth, which he knew would not 
fail to inflame the avarice of that monarch. Accordingly, 
Antiochus, forgetting at once his former letter,‘dnd Si- 
mon’s fervices, ordered Cendebeus, one of his nobles, to 
invade Judaea with a powerful army, whilft he himfelf went 
with another in purfuit of the traitor Tryphon 

Cendebeus, having received the government of all the 
coafts of Phoenicia and Paleftine, and being at the head 
of a powerful army of horfe and foot, began his expedi- 
tion with fortifying the town of Cedron, or, as the Vul- 
gate perhaps more properly calls it, Gedor a place ad- 
vantageoufly fitinted, in which he put a ftrong garrifon. 
In the mean time he himfelf matched towards Jamnia and 
Joppa j from whence he m^^. many inroads into Judaea, 
took a great number of prifoneUfyi^nd laid wafle all that 
part of the country. The new^s of tllk invafion foon reach- 
ed John, who, as we hinted above, ^Fas made general ' £ 
the Jewilh forces, and kept bis refideire. -at Gazara; -and 
he went immediately to Jerufalem, to givdv^tiqfviY it to 
his father. Simon, being by this time too old to head the 
Jewifh troops in perfon, called his two brave fons, John 
and his brother Judas, to whom he committed the com- 
mand of them ; charging them, on his bleffing, to imi- 
tate the valour of their brave uncles, and to venture their 
lives in defence of their religion and liberties. Thefe 
two fetting out at the head of twenty thoufand choice 
foot, befides fome horfe, encamped the firft night at 
Modin ; and on the morrow, as they advanced towards 
the plain, they came in fight of the enemy, and drew fo 
near, that only a brook parted the two armies. That of 
John at firft expreffed fome reluftancy to crofs it; but 
he, alhamed of their backwardnefs, flung himfelf firft 
into it, and moved forward j an example which fo ani- 

^ I Maccab. XV. 3S, Si feq. Antiq. lib. xiii. cap. is, Sc ij. 
f loflli XV. 38 . 

mated 
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mated his men, that they followed him without further 
hefitation. As foon as they had palled, he ranged them 
in order of battle, with his cavalry in the centre. An ob^ 
ftinate attack immediately enfued, in which the enemy 
being feized with a fudden fright at the found of the fa- 
cred trumpets, immediately gave way. Many of them 
were killed and wounded, and the reft fled ; fome to the 
fconces, which they had in the plains of Azotus, where 
about two thoufand of them perilhed in the flames \ John, 
now furnamed Hyrcan, having caufed them to be fet on 
fire. The reft, with Cendebeus, fled as far as Cedron, 
the place lately fortified by him, and John purfued him 
all the thither : he afterwards faced about, and re- 
joined his brother Judas ; who, having received fome 
wounds in the aftion, had been forced to ftay behind. 
The two brothers, having by this defeat cleared thofe 
parts from the Syrian troops, led their vi£lorious army 
back to Jerufalem, without any confiderable lofs After 
this tranfaftion, Judsea continued quiet and free from in^ 
vafion, till the murder of their worthy high-prieft, which 
happened about three years after, and brought Antiochus 
again with an army againft that metropolis. 

Simon had then a fon-in-law named Ptolemy, the fon of 
Abadus, whom he had made , governor of Jericho, and 
its territories, and who wa'^ grown exceeding rich in that 
government; but fuch vas hh ambition, that nothing 
lel^ould fatisfy him tj .an his being mailer of all Judaea. 
This^i^TCtch took th,^ opportunity of Simon's making a 
progrelsVjbout th^. country with his two fons Judas and 
Matthias, «!j*1tl4ite them to his caftle of Dog, where he 
had prepared a futnptuous entertainment. The old pon- 
tiff, who fufpefted nothing lefs than fuch a horrid defign, 
Was eafily perfuaded to accept of the invitation ; but, 
after they had feafted and drank pretty freely, fome ruf- 
fians, whom he had privately polled, rulhed in and mur- 
dered the three guefts. His defign was to have cut off 
Hyrcan alfo, who was then at Gazara ; to which end be 
had difpatched fome meflengers to invite or bring him to 
him : but, happily for him, one of his father^s retinue, 
who had cfcaped the flaughter, brought notice of what 
had paired ; fo that Hyrcan avoided the fnare, and 
caufed the melTengers to be taken, and put to death (X), 

Hyrcan, 

. q 1 Maccab. xvi. i, Sc feq. 

(X) Thus far goes the lirft concludes its epocha of forty 
book of the Maccabees, which years with this efcape of Hyr- 
can, 
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Hyrcan, thinking hiinfelf now no longer fafe in that 
place, made the beft of his way to Jerufalem, where Pto- 
lemy arrived as foon as he. Both offered thcmfelves at 
different gates, and demanded admittance; but Hyrcan 
was received out of refped to his worthy father, whilft 
his murderer, and the men that came with him, had the 
mortification to be rcpidfed. Hyrcan being immediately 
declared prince and high-priefi: in his father’s (lead, forti- 
fied himfelf in the mountain of the temple, and provided 
every way for his own fafety, and for that of the city and 
country. On the other hand, Ptolemy, feeing himfelf 
difiippointed in his defigns on Hyrcan and Jerufa^ppi, and 
having in vain endeavoured to bribe fome of the heads of 
the Jews over to his intereff by fumptuons promifes, was 
at length reduced t6 the neccllity of writing to Antiochus, 
to acquaint him with what he had done, and to beg of 
him to come to his alliflance ; promifing at the fame time 
to reduce all Judxa under him, provided he was made 
governor of that country. Antiochus, whom the late de- 
feat of Cendebeus had (till more exafperated againft the 
Jews, eafily embraced his offer, and was adlually coming 
with a powerful army to his^affiftance ; but whether 
through fear, or for wdiate^er other reafon, the rebel did 
not think fit to ftay till his airKal^ but fled to Zeno, tyrant 
of the city of Philadelphia. )!VhaN;hecame of the wretch 
afterwards, we cannot find. The'^thor of the fourth^ 
book of Maccabees fays, that, after^^ had killed 
mother and two brothers of Hyrcan, heS^, and rj^r/red 
into fome place vdiere ^ he could not be att^hjpyv'''^vhilft 
Hyrcan was detained at Jerufalem to perform theprieftly 
funftion, it being then the fcaft of tabernacles. All we 
know is, that no further mention is made of him, either 
by Jofephus, or the firfl; book of the Maccabees, fince his 
flight into Philadelphia. 

Antiochus, allured partly by the news of Simon’s death, 
and of the riches of liis fucctffor, and partly by the fair 
offers which the traitor Ptolemy had made to him, entered 
Judaea in the fame year with a powerful arnry, and went 
direftly to befiege Jerufalem, driving Hyrcan all the way 
before him, till he was fliut up in that metropolis. 

As therefore no relief could be expedled from without, 
cither of men or provifions, Hyrcan formed a deflgn 

can, and refers us for the re- fill up the fequel of the Jewifli 
ma'mder of his life and actions hiflury for the mofl part out 
to a book of Chronicles long of Jofephus, 
liace loft ; fo that vve muft now 
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of ridding himfelf of all ufclcfs mouths, by’putting them 
out of the city 5 not confi tiering thatthofe unhappy wretches, 
being pent up between the wall and the enemies ditch, muft 
infallibly have been ftarved in a little time, had they not 
been taken in again- What raifed the compaflion of thofe 
within the walls, was the approaching feafl of tabernacles, 
which was ufually folemnized wdth great joy and feafting, 
and could not but have been very much difturbed by the 
cries of their perifhing brethren without. Hyrcan then AntiockusU 
fent to Antioclius to dciire a truce of feven days, that they 
might quietly celebrate that feflival : this was not only 
readily granted, but that prince being thereby ftirred up 
to fome*ftnf€ of religion, fent them a conliderable num- 
ber of vitfims, with their horns gilt, together with feve- 
ral rich veflels of gold and filver ' filled with precious per- 
fumes, and fome money, and other neceffiiries ; w-hich 
were, by Hyrean's orders, thankfully received by the 
priefts at one of the gates of the city, and thence con- 
veyed into the temple. This unexpefted inftance of the 
king’s piety and liberality gave fome hopes, that a peace 
might probably be obtained with the fame eafe. He 
was not miftaken; for Antiochus, whether tired with 
the brave and conftant defence of the befieged, or moved 
by fome other reafon, granted it to him, upon the condi- jg^s, 
tions which the reader may fee in the note (Y). 

'X However that was, the peate was figned on both fiJes, 
the proper hofta^^^es were fent to Antiochus, among 
v^lut.?! was Hyrcji^;.'^ brother; .the city was difmantled ; 
the money p^iir'^i and the fiege raifed: but Hyrcan was 
forced tc' nfake ufc of a ftrange expedient to procure the 
three hundred talents for the firlt payment. It feems 
their treafurywas then at folow an ebb, that it could not 
furnifh him with that fum ; fo that John was forced to 
open a hidden treafure, which had been laid up -by fome 
of the kings of Judah ", Jofephus fays the tomb of David % 
from which he took out three thoufand talents; a thing 
w^hich had never been attempted before byany of his pre- 

r Ant. xiii. cap. i6. Vide SfPlut. in Apop^theg. « Lib. 4* 

Maccab. t Jofepb. Bell. Judaic, lib. iv. cap. 2, &alib. 

(Y) That the Jewa IhoulJ and other towns he held out of 
deliver up their arms; that Judaa; and they paid five 
the cjry-wall fhould be de- hundred talents to be excufed 
muliflied; and that John Ihould receiving a Syrian garrifon in 
pay a certain tribute for Joppa, the metropolis. 


deceflbrs, 
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deccflbrs, nor was after him by any, except by Herod (Z). 
With this frcfh fupply he paid Antiochus, and ventured 
to take a number of foreign troops into his fervicc. This 
peace was followed by an alliance with Antiochus, after 
the ratification of which, that monarch was invited into 
Jerufalem with his chief officers, where he was received 
and feafted in a fumptuous manner. Then the king fet 
out for Syria, and Hyrcan began to repair the breaches 
and damages which had been made during the fiege. This 
peace was figned on the ninth month after Simon’s death. 
Hyrcan was punftual in his promlfes to that prince for 
feme years ; and he did him feveral fignal fervictts in his 
war againft Phraartes (A), 

Antiochus was foon after defeated and killed, and Hyr- 
can, in his return to Jerufalem, took Aleppo, and laid it 
under a tribute After this period, finding that the king- 
dom of Syria was rent with inteftine difturbances, and 
their cities naked and defencelefs, he marched thither 
with a good army, refolved to feize upon fuch of them as 
lay molt convenient for his occafions. The firft he took 
was Ma deb a, which coft him a fix months fiege. From 
thence he marched to Samega, which he fubtjued, with 
feveral others both in Arabia and Phoenicia From this 
time we may date the total deliverance of the Jews from 
the Syrian yoke j for neither he^ nor any of his defeen^ 
dents, paid either homage or obedi4*nce to thofe monard^s 
ever afterwards, but lived ^ree, and in&^endeiit Hc/^w 
turned his arms againft the Samaritans, took ^chem 
and Garizzim, and the temple formerly brfW^ ty'Sanbal- 


u ^Maccab. ^ Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xiii. cap. 17. Stiab. 

Geogr. lib. xvi. y Juftin. ex Trog. lib. xxxvi. cap. i. 


(Z) The llory of a hidden 
treafure, whether laid up by 
David, or by any of his fuccel- 
fors, is juftly fufpefted by the 
judicious, as a fable invented by 
thofe two authors, without any 
foundation : only that of the 
Maccabees delivers it as a com- 
mon report ; whereas Jofephus 
affirms it both of Hyrcan and 
Herod, without hefuation. 

(A) Some authors think, it 
was in this war that John got 


the name of Hyrcan, on account 
of fome fignal viiftory he gained 
over the Hyreanians. How- 
ever that be, Jofephus tells us, 
on the authority of N. Damaf- 
cen, that Antiochus (hewed 
him fo much regard, as to halt 
two days on account of the feaft 
of Pentecoft, becaufe it begin- 
ning that year on the day imme- 
diately following the fabbath, 
it Was not lawful for the^Jews 
to march on thofe two days ( 1 ). 

ht. 


(1) Jof. Antiq. lib, xiii. cap. 16, 
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ht,and demoliftied it, after it had flood two hundred years, 
together with all the edifices, altars, and monuments, 
which had been built there by Jezebel ; and put feveral of 
the Samaritan priefts to death (B). The following year 
Idumaea was likewife conquered by him, whete he caufed 
proclamation to be made throughout that province, oblig- 
ing all thofe that would not be circumcifed to depart out 
of the land ; but the Idumseans, choofing rather to for- 
fake their old idolatry than their country, fubmitted to his 
conditions, and were from that time incorporated into the 
Jewifh commonwealth (C). 

In the year following Hyrcan fent Simon the fon of Do- 
fitheus,*and Apollonius the fon of Alexander, on an em- 
bafTy to the Roman fenate, to renew the alliance they had 
lately made with Simon his father ; and this embafly was 
accompanied by fome valuable prefents. They met an ho- 
nourable reception at Rome, and a ready compliance with 
all their demands. The fenate, befidcs the renewing of the 
alliance, granted the Jews thepoffeffionof Joppa, Gazara, 
and fome other places, which Anciochus had taken fiom 
them ; and ordered the ambalTadors a fum out of the pub- 
lic treafury, to defray their charges home. 

This embafTy having fo'well fucceeded, Hyrcan, next 
year, fent a fecond, with frefh prefents, to thank the fe- 
nate for their laft favour, and^ to obtain a ratification of 
^Jieir former decrees ia their behalf; all which requells 
w'vi^e readily granted ; and the ambafladors returning, 
broUglit this new which die reader may fee at full 
length lofejhus (D). By thefe alliances he faw him- 
felf more and more llrengthened in his dominions, whilll 


(B) Thefe two laft particu- 
lars, which we have out of the 
fourth hook of the Maccabees, 
Jofephus fays nothing of ; but 
only mentions the demolifhing 
of their temple, which was 
from that time never attempted 
to be rebuilt : however, the Se- 
chemites built themfelves an 
altar there, on which they of- 
fered their facrifices, according 
to the Mofaic law, and have 
continued to do fo ever lince. 

(C) From that time down- 
wards to the deftrutlion of Je- 
rufalem by the Romans, they 
continued in the Jewifti reli- 


gion ; fo that the word Iduma- 
ans fignified no more than in- 
corporated Jews, in contradif- 
tinftion to thofe that were fo by 
natural defeent; and from their 
total difperfion, the former 
name has been entirely abforb- 
ed in the latter, 

(D) Here Jofephus has 
committed a manifeft blunder, 
by infertlng this decree in the 
wrong place, andinftead of an- 
other then granted by the fe- 
nate upon another occafion, 
and at the recommendation of 
Julius Csfar, to Hyreanus the 
fecond. 
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tbe kingdoms of ^yria and Egypt were troubled with contif 
nual wars. Alexander Zebina^ having by this time mount-* 
ed the Syrian thione, was glad to make him his friend; 
but that prince being foon after killed,^ and fucceeded by 
Antiochus Gryphus, this laft fo refented Hyrean's attach- 
ment to his rival, that He was preparing to invade Judaea; 
but was happily prevented by his brother, who was then 
levying an army at Cyzicum, and coming againft him. 
Hyrcan left them to adjuft their differences, without 
concerning himfelf on either lide, choofing rather to en- 
joy his fovereign authority peacefully, which gave him an 
opportunity of heaping up immenfe treafures, by the tri- 
butes which he received both from his own nowTflourifti- 
ing land, and from thofe countries which he had lately 
fubjefted to his dominions. At length fome hoftilities, 
which the Samaritans committed againft the city of Maref- 
fa,then in friendftiip with him, gave him a fair opportunity 
of renewing the war againft thofe of the city of Sechem. 
He went therefore with his two fons Ariftobulus and An- 
tigonus, at the head of a powerful army, and with all the 
proper engines for the fiege of Samaria, which had been 
fince rebuilt and fortified (E). Thefe incompafled the 
city with a wall, and a deep ditch, of about eighty fur- 
longs, or four thoufand paces circuit ; by which they foon 
reduced it to fuch fcarcity of provifions, that the inhabi- 
tants began to eat all manner of unclean beafts, fuch a" 
cats, dogs, and other carrion. InUhis extremity they 
found means to fend -and Implore the afliftance of ^iitio- 
chus Cyzicenus, who was now on the Syn<mjfJy^ie, and 
who came accordingly with a great army to their relief®. 

In the mean time the grand expiation-day being at hand, 
Hyrcan was obliged to go up to Jerufalem to perform the 


z Jofeph.AnHq lib. xiii. cap. 18. 


(E) It will be proper herelo 
remind our readers, that thefe 
Samaritans were not of the 
old race fo much hated by the 
J ews ; for thefe had been either 
deftroyed, or driven out of that 
metropolis, by Alexander the 
Great, for the murder of his 
favourite Andronicus ; immedi- 
ately after which he repcopled 
the place with Syro-Macedoni- 
ans, ora mixture of Syrians, 
Macedonians, and Greeks. 


Thefe, being fettled there, 
incompafTed the town with a 
double high wall, a deep ditch, 
and other fortifications ; thofe 
therefore are millake», who 
think, that the Jewilh hatred 
againft the former fort of Sa- 
maritans was the occaflon of 
this war; for thefe were all 
heathens, and confequently 
ftrangers to the difpute'S and 
intailed enmity between thofe 
two. 
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ceremony, leaving his two fans to carry on the hege. 

Upon their hearing, that Antioehus was coming againft 
them, Ariftobulus was difpatched with part of the army 
to meet him. A bloody engagement enfued, in which 
the Syrians were totally routed, and purfued as far as Scy- 
thopolis ; and Antiochus efcaped with great difficulty. 

After this defeat, the fiege was renewed with fuch vigour, 
that Antiochus was again applied to*, but he not caring to 
hazard a fecond battle, contented himfelf with fending 
fix thoufand men to make a diverfion in Judaea, in hopes 
of obliging the Jews to raife the fiege \ neither were thefe 
his own troops, but fuch as he had with fome difficulty 
obtained f^om the king of Egypt. But the domeftic trou- 
bles which at this time employed Antiochus, rendered even 
this affiftance abortive ; and Samaria was taken and rafed iahsand 
by Hyrcan 5 who alfo found means to bribe the governor of 
Scythopolis to betray that city into his hands. From this * 
time Hyrcan became more and more powerful, and made 
himfelf mafternotonly of all Paleftine, but added alfo un- 
to it the provinces of Samaria and Galilee; all wffiich he conquer: 
enjoyed to the end of his life. His reign was no lefs re- ^i^eralpro- 
markable on account of his great wifdom and piety at home, 
than his conquefts abroad. "Never did the Jewilh religion fiis great 
or commonwealth appear in greater luftre fince the return real for re- 
from captivity; but that which jaifed his glory above any of 

predeceflbrs or fucceflbrs, was, if we may believe Jofe- 
phuT.^and the fourth book of Maccabees, his enjoying three 
dignitl^'S, which never all met in tiny but him ; namely, the 
royal digritv, rhe high-priefthood, and the gift of pro- 
phecy. ThcTecond, or high-priefthood, however, though 
he had exercifed it in fuch a manner as ought to have 
rendered him doubly venerable, yet in the end proved the 
fource of fuch perfecutions from the proud and hot-headed 
Pharifees, as quite imbittered the latter end of his reign, 
if not fhortened his days (F). 

Hyrcan had always (hewed himfelf a zealous friend of Yr. oF FI. 
the Pharifees : they had hitherto monopolized his favours, a»4o- ^ 
and enjoyed the moft confiderablc polls under him, whilft 
the other two fedls were defpifed and kept under. But an -- _ 
untimely piece of condefcenfion towards them, or per- a 

haps rather of vanity, from which the heft of men arc not friend to 
always exempt, gave one of the heads of that imperious thePhari- 

^ Jofeph. Bell. Jud. lib. ii. cap. 3. 

(F) It is under his reign that Sadducees and ElTenlans, ars 
this fedt, as well as thofe of the fuppofed to have ftarted up. 

VoL. III. I 
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fefl:, named Eleazar, an opportunity to caft a refleftiow 
againft him, which touched him in the moft fenfible part. 
It was no Icfs than calling in quedion his legitimacy, at 
lead: infiniiating that his birth was lefs pure and unde- 
filed than the Mofaic law requires in a high-pried. He 
pretended, that his mother had been formerly a Have, in- 
timating thereby, that either fhe was not of Jcwidi extrac-' 
tion j or elfe, that, being fo, die had been taken captive 
by the enemy, and forced to proditute herfelf tor a main- 
tenance. The dory being, as Jofephus aflures us, abfo- 
lutely falfe, and merely trumped up by that proud Pharifee 
to mortify the good old prelate, we refer our ;rcaders to* 
that author ■, and only add, that Eleazar’s bafe fuggedion, 
and the partiality of his brotherhood in not inflifting upon 
him condign punidiment, fo exafperated the high-pried 
againd the whole feQ, that from that time he gave him- 
felf up wholly to that of the Sadducees, who were not a 
little glad to aggravate the affront, as having been hatched 
againd him by the whole Pharifaic body. From thence- 
forth, therefore, arofe the bittered enmity between him and 
that revengeful fe£l, M'ho ceafed not to raife troubles and 
feditions againd him during the Ihort time he lived, and 
againd his funs after his decease. Hyrcan was in the twen- 
ty-eighth year of his pontificate when this quarrel happen- 
ed, and he died the very i^cxt year, greatly lamented by^ 
all but the Pharifdc fattion, who left no done untur^^^d 
to blacken his memory^ (G). 

Hyrcan left three fons', according to the fourth book of 
Maccabees, or five, according to Jofephus gives us^^ 

however, the names but of four of them ; namely, Arifto- 
bulus, who was alfo called Judas, and furnamed Philcl- 
len, on account of his fondnefs for the Greeks ; 2. Anti- 
gonus ; 3. Alexander; and 4. Abfalom, who was the 
yoLinged. What was the name of the fifth, he no- 
where tells us. Aridobulus fucceeded his father in all his 
dignities in right of primogeniture, according to the Mo- 
faic law ; and, having a great affedlion for his brother 
Antigonus, admitted him to diare the government with him 

b jofeph. Antiq. lib. xiii. cap. 18, c Antiq. lib. xiii. capi 

19. & lib. xiv. cap. 8. Bell. Judaic. iib> i. cap. 3. 

(G) Hyrcan is affirmed by Afmonean princes, and wa^ 
Julephus to have built the date- fome time after rebuilt, en- 
ly tower, or rather cadle of larged, and fortified, by He- 
Baris, the fame which after- rod, and called by him Anto- 
wards ferved for a palace for the nia, in honour of Marc Antony. 

for 
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for fome fliort fpace ; after which, upon fome fufpicion or Yr. of FI, 

diflike, he caufed him to be put to death. The other three 

he kept dole priloners during his Ihort and infamous Ante Clir. 

reign, winch he yet ftained with his own mother’s 

blood ; for that princefs having claimed a right to the fove- mf cruel 

reignty, by virtue ofHyrcan’s will, her unnatural Ton not reign* 

only fhut her up in prifon, but there barbaroufly ftarved 

her to death. He foon after aflumed the title of king, and 

began to wear the royal diadem, which, if we may believe 

Jofephus, had never been worn by any of his predeceffors*^, 

who had till then contented themfclves with the title of 

governoi;s, or at moft with that of prince. As foon as he 

had fettled his affairs at home, he marched at the head of 

his army to invade Iturea ; but, being taken ill in the midft 

of his fuccelfes, he was forced to be brought back to Je- iturea, 

rufalem, and to leave his brother to complete the conquell 

of that province (H) ; an atchievement which he foon ac- 

compliflied, caufing all the Itureans, cither to be circum- 

cifed, and incorporated with the Jews, or elfe to depart 

into fome other country ®. 

Whilft he was employed in carrying on this fuccefsful Anttgonus 
war, there wanted not thofe at court, who, envying his 
happinefs, endeavoured to prepoffefs the fick king with 
ftrange fufpicions againft him. The queen more particu- 
larly feemed to have conceiveihfonie irreccncilcable hatred ^ 
againft that prince, and to have been the chief engine of 
his Vuin ; which happened foor\ after, when Aiuigonus 
innocently furniflied her with the means of working ic 
more effeul ly. As foon as he had finiflied the con- 
quelt of Iturea, he marched direftly to Jcrufalem, it be- 
ing then the feaft of tabernacles ; and, being in hafte to 
repair to the temple, to offer up his thanks for his fuc- 
cefs, and his vows for his brother’s recovery, he went di- 
re£t^ thither in his armour, accompanied with a number 
of his men. This ftep was immediately interpreted to the Her njile 
timorous king, as a rnanifeft attempt upon his life, to ftraiaf^em 

to ha've 

Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xiii, cap. 19, 8c Bell. Judaic, ubi fupra. 

* Id. ibid. cap. 20 aetea. 

(H) This province was fo feh, between that and the ter- 
calied from Iturthe fon of IHi- ritories of Damafeus ; ib that 
mael, whom our EngUfh and it made one part of Ccelefyna, 
fome other verfions wrongly call and lay on the fide of J udsea, as 
Jetur. It was fituate on the Idumaa, formerly conquered 
other fide Jordan, on the north in the fame manner, lay on 
fide of the half-tribe of Manaf- the other. 
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which he gave but too eafy credit. However, to fatisfyhim- 
felf more fully about it, he Tent Antigonus orders to put olF 
bis armour, and to come immediately to him at the caftle 
of Baris. 'Fhere he ordered fome of his guards to be pri- 
vately polled in the fubterranean gallery, through which 
Antigonus was to pafs, with orders to murder him, if he 
prefumed to come in armour* But the mifchievous queen 
corrupted the melTenger, and made him tell the young 
prince, that his brother, having heard his armour highly 
commended, defircd to fee him in it immediately ^ fo that, 
when Antigonus came to pafs through the gallery, the 
guards fell immediately upon him, and deprived, him of 
life. The king, however, was foon undeceived, and 
could not think upon his brother’s death without refledling 
on the more cruel parricide which he had lately commit- 
ted on his own mother ; the remorfe of which increaling 
his difeafe, he fell into a violent vomiting of blood, A 
fervant happening foon after to fpill fome of that blood, 
which he was carrying away in a bafon, upon the very 
fpot where that of hi-i brother Antigonus was ftill to be 
feen *, fome of the by-ftanders, thinking he had done it 
wilfully, uttered a loud cry, which was heard by the king. 
He fent to alk the meaning of it, and found them unwil- 
ling to acquaint him with it; a circumftance w^hich in- 
flamed his curiofity. At length he forced the fatal fecret 
from them, which threw him into an excefs of grief and 
defpalr. He gave up the^ghoft foon after, having reigned 
but one year ; and was fucceeded by his brother Jannsus, 
or Alexander, whom the queen Salome, "Willed by the 
Greeks Alexandra, rcleafed out of prifon with his other 
two brethren, and caufed him to be proclaimed king, as 
being the eldeft of the three, and of a milder difpofition 
than either. 

He was, however, forced to begin his reign with the death 
of his fourth brother, who had made fome treafonable at- 
tempt againft him; but was much kinder to Abfalom the 
youngeft of all, whom he took under his protei^lion as 
long^s he lived; and fo privately did this prince live, that 
we hear no more of him, till above forty-two years after, 
when having engaged in the war againft the Romans, he 
was taken by Pompey, and fent prifoner to Rome. Alex- 
ander being a fubtle and wailike prince, and Syria being 
then torn by civil wars between the contending brothers, 
Antiochus Cyzicus and Antiochus Gryphus, therefore, in 
no capacity to oppofe him, he led an army in the very firft 
year of his reign againft the city ofPtolemais; but met 
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with bad fuccefs : he was fain to raife the to 0.ic- 

cour his own territories, which were invaded by Ptolemy 
Lathyrus, who took from him the city of Azochis in Ga- 
lilee, carried off ten thoufand captives, and {^ave him 
foon after a dreadful overthrow near the banks of the Jor- 
dan. This defeat, in which he loft thirty thoufand men, 
befides thofe that were taken prifoners, would infallibly 
have opened a way for the latter into Judsea, Alexander 
being now in no condition to ftop his progrefs, had not 
Cleopatra come to his afliftance (I), and forced Lathy- 
rus to fet afide the invafion of Palefline for fome time. 

Cleopa^tra being arrived at Ptolemais, which had fur- 
rendereA to her, the jewifh monarch came to acknow- 
lege her favour to him by prefents fuitable to her dignity. 
He was received outwardly like a prince in dillrcfs, who 
had no other refuge than her frieiidfhip : but that which 
ingratiated him moft with that politic princefs was, his 
being an enemy to her fon Lathyrus, who had by that 
time returned into Paleftine, and taken up his winter- 
quarters at Gaza (K). 

Alexander foon after returned to Jcrufalem, where be- 
ing now pretty fecure of an^ danger from Lathyrus, he re- 


(I) Tt was indeed that priii- 
cefs’s intereft not to let Lathy- 
rus grow too powerful, and be 
thereby enabled to come and 
wreft the crown from her ; but 
there was another fpring that 
moved her to what fhe did. 
The Jews of Alexandria were 
highly in her favour, and Chel- 
kias and Ananias, two of the 
moft confiderable, being the 
Tons of Onias the high-prieft, 
who built the Jewifli temple at 
Alexandria, were at the head 
of affairs : and thefe could not 
behold Judaea in fuch imminent 
danger from an exafperated 
enemy, without ufing all their 
intereft with that queen to pre- 
vent its ruin. 

(K) During Alexander’s flay 
with Cleopatra, fome of her 
friends ‘ advifed her to take fo 
favourable an opportunity to 
make herfelf miftrefs of Judaea j 


which would at once increafe 
her dominions and ftrength, 
and give her a fuperiority over 
her competitor. But Ananias 
the Jew, lately mentioned, who 
was one of her principal ge- 
nerals, dilTuaded her from fuch 
an attempt, alleging, that it 
would be very ungenerous and 
unjuft to difpoflefs of his do- 
minions an ally, whp was come 
to implore her friendfliip and 
afliftance; that it would leflen 
her charafter in the eyes 
of the world ; and, above all, 
make her detefted by the 
Jews, Thefe reafons, joined 
to the influence which that ge- 
neral, who was Alexander’s 
klnfman, had over her, did not 
only divert her from the defign, 
but procured an alliance be- 
tween them, which was con- 
cluded in the city of Scythopo- 
lis. 
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cruJted his broken army, and, croffing the Jordan, "went 
to befiege Gadara, which he took at the end of ten 
months. From thence he marched to Amathiis, another 
ftrong fortrefs on that fide the river, in which Theodotus 
the fon of Zeno, tyrant of Philadelphia, had hiid up an 
immenfe treafure, and reduced it after a very fliort fiege. 
But he did not keep it long ; that prince, having got to- 
gether a numerous army, fell fuddcnly upon him, as he 
was returning from the fiege, killed ten thoufand of his 
army, routed the reft, recovered all his wealth, feized on 
Alexander’s baggage, and carried off a confiderable booty 
This viefeat, however, did not difeourage Alexander from 
purfuing his warlike views j only it afforded great matter 
of triumph to the Pharifees, his implacable enemies, who 
took occafion from thence to vilify him to the people, 
and to ufe all poflible means to make his crown fit uneafy 
on his head. 

As foon as Alexander had recruited his army, he ftayed 
not in Jerufalem to quell the Pharifaic ficlion, but left 
them to^make the moft of his late difgrace, whilft he went 
to vent his refentment on the tr^- i« herons Gaz^cans, who, 
by inviting Lathyrus againlt him, and furnilhiiig him with 
auxiliaries, had been the caufeofhis late ovcrtfircw. He 
immediately befieged the towns of Pt^iphi.i and Anthedon, 
fince called Agrippias, by ^crod ; thefe two places ftood 
at a few miles diftance from Gaza ; by which means hav- 
ing in fome meafure blocked up this laft, he, the next 
year, fet about befieging'it with a powerful army. The 
city being then under the command of Apollojlotus, a man 
of great valour and conducl, made a ftont defence againft 
him one whole year, and in one fally were like to have 
routed him and his army; and much longer it might have 
held out in all likelihood, had not the brave governor been 
treacheroufly murdered by his own brother Lyfimachus, 
and the place betrayed by him to the befiegers. Alexan- 
der, upon his entering it, made a great fliew of clemency 
to the Gazieans ; but foon betrayed his rancour vind cru- 
elty againft them, by abandoning them to the fury of 
his rfien ; who made fuch a horrid flaughtcr, as had like 
to have proved a dear revenge to him ; for the Gazae- 
ans, (landing defperately on their own defence, killed ai- 
med as many of his men as he did of th eirs. Having at 
laft glutted himfelf with the blood of thofe unfortunate 
wretches, he vented the reft of his refentment on that 

f Jofeph, Antiq. lib. xiii. cap, 11. 

great 
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vgreat and ancient city, by reducing it to a heap of ruins *, 
after which exploit, he returned with his army to Jeruhi- 
Jem. The fourth book of Maccabees adds, that he took 
aftervvarcls the cities of Emath and Tyre, but Jolcplius 
fays nothing of thefe atchievcmcnts. 

During his abfeiice on this expedition, the Pharifees 
Ead taken fuch meafurcs to exafperate the people againft 
him, by furmifes and danders, which they privately in- 
flillcd into t-licm. that it broke out at lafl into an open 
•outrage, wiiiili came little Ihort of a rebellion. Tiiey 
chofe the teali: of tabernacles, on vdiich folemnity they 
went to the temple with palm and other branches in their 
hands," ^fnecially a kind of citron, which they call attrog, 
wi ll li.e ii'Liit upon it; a:ul wh^n he was performing the 
.priellly oIIicl at tlic great ak.ir, probably on the lad day 
•of that folemnity, they pelted him, not only with thofe 
attrogs, but with the mod injurious refledhions, and op- 
probrious language, crying aloud, that fuch a flave as he 
was unworthy of either the pontifical or regal dignity. 
This infolence, which feemed the forerunner of fome- 
thing worfe, fo exafperated the pontiff', that, fufpending 
his office for a while, he ordered his foldiers to fall upon 
the mutinous mob; whith they did with fuch fpeed and 
fury^ that they killed fix thoufand of them, and difperfed 
the reft s. As foon as the tumult was quelled, he caufed 
the court of the priefts to be*inclofed with a wooden wall, 
to prevent fuch infults being offered to him for the future. 
At the ffime time he provided for his farther fafety, by 
taking into bis pay fix thouftind auxiliaries out of Pifidia 
and Cilicia, being afraid to truft his perfon any longer to 
the guard of thofe of his exafperated nation, who, as be 
found now to his great grief, were not to be quelled by the 
greatcfl feverities, nor mollified by the greateft lenities. 
Being quite wearied out with their continual clamours, 
tie marched out of Jerufalem at the head of his army, 
eroded the Jordan, and went and deftroyed the city of Ama- 
thus, without meeting with any oppofition from Theodu- 
tus, w'ho contented himfelf with carrying off his treafure 
and garrifon, leaving the city to his mercy; fo dreadful 
was become the n ame of Alexander by this time to all the 
nations round about. From thence he marched againft 
the Arabians, whom he fubdued ; after which conquefts 
he laid the Moabites, and the mountaineers of the land of 
Gilead, under tribute. Soon after this tranfaftion, as he 

E Antiq. lib. xiii, cap. ii. Bell. Jud. lib. i. cap. 31 
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was carrying on the war againft Obodas king of the Ara- 
bians, he fell into an ambufh near Gadara, where he was 
forced by a large drove of camels into a ftreight fo narrow 
and craggy, that it was with the greatefl difficulty that he 
efcaped, and regained his owti metropolis. Here he found, 
to his great mortification, that the news of this laft defeat 
had not only reached the place, but had given new life to 
his enemies, who began to exclaim louder than ever againft 
him. His endeavours to quell them did now but increafe 
the tumult, till it broke out into an open infurreftion. 
He was, however, too v/ife and brave to be either fur- 
prifed or terrified by it ; but quickly affcmbled ^ number 
of forces to make head againft them. A civil war imme- 
diately enfued, which lafted fix whole years, during wffilch 
above fifty thoufand of the rebels were flain, befides thofe 
he loft on his own fide, and the innumerable calamities it 
brought on the Jewifti nation (L). 

Demetrius came accordingly into Judaea, wnth an army 
of three thoufand horfe, and forty thoufand foot, partly 
Jews, and partly Syrians ; and Alexander advanced againft 
him with fix thoufand Greek auxiliaries, and tw^enty 
thoufand Jew^s : each tried for fome time to gain over the 
troops of his competitor ; Demetrius to corrupt the Greek 
auxiliaries to forfake the Jewifh king ; and this latter to 
bring over thofe Jew'^s that vyere in the Syrian army. But 
all their efforts proving vain, they came at length to a de- 
cifive battle, in wffiicb Alexander was defeated, and forced 
to flee to the mountains fbr fhelter. This is the account 


(L) Alexander, how^ever, 
though he Hill got the better of 
them, w^as fo weary with de- 
ftroying both his people and 
country, that he fpared no 
means, no offers or promifes, 
to bring matters to a pacifica- 
tion. But as he had to do with 
a crew of rebels, and thofe of 
the Phaiifaic leaven, every ad- 
vance he made did but harden 
them the more. At length, be- 
ing refolved, if poifible, to bring 
them to a better mind, he fent 
fome of his friends to know 
tvhat would fatisfy them, pro- 
niiffng to grant them whatever 
tbey^Qulq in reafon an^juftice 


demand. They unanlmouffy 
cried our, that he muff cut his 
own throat, telling him at the 
fame time, that he ought to 
think highly of them, if they 
thought his death a fufficient 
recompence for the blood he 
had filed, and the mifehiefs he 
had brought upon the nation. 
This anfwer made him lofe all 
hopes of an accommodation, 
and look out for fome more ef- 
fectual means to fupprefs their 
horrid infolcnce; w'hiift they, 
on the other hand, fent to Da- 
mafeus, to beg of Demetrius, 
furnamed Euchxrus, to come 
to theif affifiance. 


whicK. 
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which Jofephus gives us of this aftion, wherein he again 
clafhes with the fourth book of Maccabees, which makes 
the advantage to have been vaftly on Alexander's fide 
Be that as it will, the former tells us that he was reduced 
by this defeat to fuch a low ebb, that he feemed irreco- 
^verablyloft, when an unexpefted accident turned again 
the balance in his favour- Thofe Jewifli troops, whom he 
could not, with all his art, withdraw from the enemy's 
army before the battle, were now, upon his lofing it, 
waked to fuch a fenfe of compaflion and compunftipn, 
that they came all over to him ; fo that Demetrius, fear- 
ing the defection would ftill increafe, left Judaea, and 
marchetJ againft his brother Philip. This retreat gave 
Alexander an opportunity of getting his army together, 
with which he marched againft the rebellious Jews, and 
defeated them in every engagement, though without be- 
ing able to bring them to fubmilRon, or in the lead abate 
the fury of their refentment, till a decifive battle put an 
end to the war. In this laft aftion Alexander cut off the 
greater part of their army, and drove the reft into Be- 
thome, where he clofely befieged them, and next year 
made himfelf mafter of the place : here it was that he be- 
gan to let loofe the reins of*his fury againft them, in fuch a 
barbarous manner, as can hardly be read without horror, 
if our hiftorian, who was a zyealous Pharifee, has not ex- 
aggerated the matter (M). 

h Chap. xxlx. 


(M) He caufed eight hun- 
dred of the principal of them to 
be carried to Jcrufalem, and 
there to be all crucified in one 
day, and at one place ; and, as 
if this had not been punifiiment 
fufficleiit to appeafe his refent- 
ment, he caufed their wives 
and children to be brought and 
butchered before their faces, 
whilft they were hanging each 
upon their erpfs. But what 
fwells the account of his bar- 
barity almoft beyond all credibi- 
lity, is, that he caufed a ban- 
quet to be prepared for him^ 
fclf and his concubines, near 
enough to this feene of hor- 
ror, from whence he might 
glut his eyes with their funer- 
jiigs. Hence the hiftorian 


adds, that he had the name of 
Tracidas, or Thracian, given 
him, chat nation being infam- 
ous, above all others, fortheif 
horrid barbarities ; and it was, 
indeed, a name too good for 
him, if he was really guilty of 
thefe cruelties. But here it 
muft be remembered, that Jo- 
fephus w'as a zealous Pharifee, 
and Alexander an inveterate 
enemy to that feft : but how 
far this coniideration may have 
foured the Pharifaic leaven in 
that hiftorian, and have made 
him reprefent that prince as 
lefs fuccefsful than he really 
was, and guilty of fuch cruel- 
ties as he was a ftranger to, 
may be eaftly guefted, 

After 
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After this dreadful havock, the rebels difperfed. Eight 
thoufanil of them difappeared on the very night following, 
and never more inoleftcd him during the remainder of 
his reign ; fo that, from that time forth, the Pharifaic 
faftion never dured lift up their heads as long as he lived. 
Soon after this period the king of Syria, intending to in- 
vade the territories of Arabia Petraca, marched through 
part of Judsea, the only route which he could take. Alex- 
ander endeavoured in vairt to obfl:ru£l: him, by drawing 
a deep trench, twenty miles long, from the town of Ca- 
pherfaba, fince Antipatris, quite to the fea of Joppa, and 
fortifying it with wooden towers at convenient diftances. 
Antiochus forced his way through them, and penetrated 
intoArabi i, where he he loft his life. Alexander being 
rid of that fear, marched over Jordan, to recover fome of 
thofe places in Arabia, and the lands of Moab and Gilead, 
which he had formerly taken, but had been forced to fur- 
render during the civil wars, to prevent the Arabian king’s 
fupporting his rebellious fubjefts. This invafion brought 
Aretas, now king both of Arabia and Coelefyria, into Ju- 
dxa, where he defeated Alexander ; but, having foon 
after made a treaty with him, he retired with his forces, 
and left him to purfue his other conquefts. Alexander 
accordingly marched againft the city of Dion, and took it 
byaflault^ Pella was taken next ^ : then he befiegedEfla, 
otherwife Gerafa, in whifh Theodotus had fecured all 
his treafure ; and having built a triple wall about it, took 
it by ftorm, and carried off all the rich plunder he found 
in that place. The inhabitants of Pella having refufedto 
be circumcifed, he forced them, according to the cuftom 
of the Afmoncan princes, to leave the country, and their 
city was demollihed. Alexander marching from thence 
took Gualaiia, Seleucia, the Valley of Antiochus, and 
Gamala j and ftripped Demetrius, who commanded in 
thofe places, of his principality, becaufe he had been 
guilty of fome foul crimes and malvcrfations. This ex- 
pedition employed him three whole years, after which he 
returned triumphant to Jerufalem, and brought Deme- 
trius prifoner with him to that metropolis, where his late 
conquefts gained him the loud acclamations of his fub- 
But, giving himfelf up from thenceforward to 
drinking, and other debaucheries, he w’as feized with 
an obftinate quartan ague, that prevailed till the day of 
his death, which happened about three years after -his rc- 

1 Antiq. libi xiii. cap. k Bell. Jud, lib^ i, cap. 4, 
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turn. All this while, m ither his diftemper nor his plea- 
fures, which he flill pur^ueth could alleviate his invinci- 
ble thirft after conquefts. Perhaps he was alfo in hopes 
to overcome the one by the other-, but it happened quite 
otherwife; and his llrenc;th being quite exhaufted by 
k fatigues and debauch, he died in his camp belore Regaba, 
a fortrefs in the territories of the Gerafens beyond Jordan, 
which he was then bedeging, in the twenty-feventh year 
of his reign 

He left two fons, Hyrcaniis and Ariftobulus but be- Leaves tht 
queathed the government of the kingdom to his wife to 

Alexandra, durin:^ her life, and then to which of her two vjife. 
fons fhould ‘hink fit to fiKceed her. The queen, who Herjvfl 
was then with him at the liege, forefecing that, on his • 

death, flie and her family ftiould be expoled to the re- 
venge of the Pharifees, whole influence was very great ^ 
among the people, ^ Mifulted her dying huflDand on this 
fubjeft 5 and he adviled V.cr to pacify that violent faftion Hhlaflad^ 
by acts of fubmiflion. Pie even cxhoited her to leave it 
at their option, whether or not his dead body fhould tiave 
burial j and to alTure them that, for the future, they 
fhould have a principal fliare in the adminiftration. At Alexandra 
her return to Jerufalem, fnl; followed this falutary counfel, 
which had the defired elfeft The Pharifees, glad to fee 
themfelves again at the head of affairs- were beyond mea- cefsu ^ 
fure lavifli in their praifes and honours to the deceafed 
king. They extolled him for a great conqueror and pa- 
triot, they beftowed a mairnifictnt funeral on him, and 
applauded above all his wifdom in bequeathing the govern- 
ment to his queen. This was certainly a right ftep for Yr. of H. 
his eldeft fon Hyreanus, then about thirty years of age, 
was a prince of a fluggifh difpofition, without ambition 

or fpirit. Him, therefore, the queen thought a fit fuc- ^ 

ceflor to his father in the pontifical fun£lion, not fo much 

out of refpeft to his primogeniture, as becaufe he was 

lefs likely to interfere with the affairs of Hate than the Aood to hir 

younger brother, who, being of a more enterprifing ge- j'onHjrcan^ 

nius, was, for that very reafon, fecluded, and confined 

to a private life But thrmgh fhe had fo carefully fecured 

her prerogative from any attempts of her two fons, yet 

file was far enough from enjoying it fo abfolutely and 

quietly as (he expefted. For the Pharifees, as they grew q‘he Pha~ 

more and more powerful, grew alfo more and more info- fi/eesgrovs 

lent 'and untraftable ; infomuch, that her fear oj their 

Antiq. & Bell, Jud. ubi fupra. 
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raifing a new rcbellioil forced her to confent to many of 
their demands, much againfl her will, as well as her In- 
tereit. 

^heir ex- Ihe firft concelTion they obtained of her, wms a total 
prhitant revocation of all the edi£l:s which Hyrcan the firH:, and 
demands the late king, had made againfl: their conftitutions and tra- 

granted, ditional dodrincs : the next was an amnefty for all their 

fadion, together with the releafe of fuch of their brethren 
as had been confined fince tlie late civil war: and the 
third was the recalling of all thofe who had been either 
banifhed, or forced to fly the country, fince the conclu- 
fion of it, and their being re-admitted into the pofleflion 
Yr. of FI. of all their forfeited eftates. She retained indeed fix 
thoufand auxiliary troops in her pay, by which flie kept 
at leaft her neighbours and conquered provinces in awe, 

, and received from time to timcfrefli hoftages fromthem^. 

But as the Pharifaic crew looked upon this fuccefs as the 
effeds of their friendfiiip to her, they claimed all the 
merit of her peaceful reign to themfelves, and foon gave 
her to underftand, that nothing lefs than the total extirpa- 
Sadduaes tion of the Saclducees fliould purchafe the continuance of 
perfecuted. friendfhip and affiflance. They began with infifting 

upon her punifhiiig with immediate death all thofe who 
had counfelled her hufband to to crucify the eight hundred 
rebels lately mentioned. Apcordingly Diogenes, one of 
the chiefs of the Sadducees, and a confident of Alexander, 
was prefen tly difpatched; and after him a great many 
others, againfl whom they'had laid the fame accufation 
Fetition thi At length, fome of the moft confiderable perfons of 
queenn perfecuted party, with young Ariftobulus at their 

head, came to the royal palace, to befeech the queen that 
fhe would put an end to their mifery. They reminded 
her of their great ferviccs, and invincible loyalty to her 
late hufband; and that it was in confidcration of it, that 
he had beftowed on them thofe marks of his favour and 
clleem, which expofed them now to the fury of their ene- 
mies. They conjured her not to fuffer the late kiiig’s bcfl 
and moft loyal friends to be thus daily facrificed to the 
rancour of his ambitious and bittereft enemies, at a 
time of profound peace, and under her government, who 
had been a witnefs of all the difficulties and hardfliips they 
had fuffered. They concluded with th6ir earneft prayer, 
that if fhe could not fupprefs the Pharifaic rage againfl them, 

‘ fhe would at leaft give them the liberty of fheltcring them- 

^ Antiq. lib. xiii. cap. 23. comp, with lib. xx. cnp. 8. & Bell, 
Jud, lib, 1. cap. ^ Beil. Jud. lib, i. cap. 4. 
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fclves from it, either by retiring into fome foreign coun- 
tries, or by placing them in fome of her garrifons, where 
they might be out of the reach of their enemies. The 
queen, though cloubtlefs deeply afFefted with their diftrefs, 
dared not grant the firlt part of their petition, for fear of 
'exafperating the Pharifees. To grant them the fecond, 
that is, to permit them to depart the kingdom, was in 
faft depriving herfelf of fo many faithful fubjedls, whofe 
friendfhip might one time or other be of fervice to fupprefs 
the arrogance of that tyrannic feft. Upon mature deli- 
beration, therefore, fhe agreed to the laft expedient pro- 
pofed, q^ placing them in the feveral garrifons of the 
kingdom, whence flie might at any time fetch them when 
occafion ferved ; and where they might be either fafe 
from their enemies, or, at leaft, in a condition to Hand in 
their own defence. She excepted, however, thofe of 
Hyrcania, Alexandria, and Machieron, in which flie hnd 
depofited her moll valuable treafure, left, by fhev/iug too 
great confidence in them, (he flioukl give umbrage to 
their enemies the Pharifees. How fhe received the iuter- 
cellion of her fon Ai iflobulus, who had applied to her on 
their behalf, our hillorian doth not tell us ; but intimates, 
that fhe fent him foon after with an army into Syria, 
againft Ptolemy Mennseus, who infefhed all the neigh- 
bouring countries, and that returned without having 
elFefted any thing worth notice. 

About the fame time news came that Tigranes, king of 
Armenia, had entered Syria, v^ith an army of fifty thou- 
iand men, and befieged Ptolemais, and that his defign 
was to march from thence into Judaea. Thefe tidings 
threw the whole kingdom into the grcatefl conflernation, 
it not being in a condition to make head againft fo power- 
ful an invader. She therefore fent ambafladors, laden 
with the richeft prefents, to befeech him to fpare her do- 
minions, and to grant her his friendfhip. Both prefents 
and embafly were received with marks of the fincereft 
kindnefs and afte£lion, not fo much out of regard to that 
princefs, as to his own affairs, which had by this time 
taken a different turn; his territories being now threatened 
with an invafion from the Romans, who had already pe- 
netrated into Pontus and Cappadocia, where Lucullus 
wa« then ravaging all that country ; fo that he was forced 
to retire and defend his own territories, inftead of invad- 
ing thofe of his neighbours 

Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xiii, cap. 14. Bell. Jud. lib. i. cap. 4* 
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The queen was fcnrce delivered from this danger, when 
fhe fell into new perils. A fit of ficknefs, which feized 
her about this time, dangerous in its nature, and much 
more fo on account of her age, induced her youngefl: fon to 
believe that his mother’s death was near at hand, and that 
it was, therefore, time for him to think of fecuring the 
crown. To this end he went out of Jerufalem one night, 
accompanied by one Angle confidant, with a defign to 
bring over to his intercll thofe friends of his father, who 
had thecultody of the feveral fortifications of which we 
have lately fpokeii This fecret he entrufted with none 
but his ov»rn wife, whom he left behind with Jier chil- 
dren, till he came to the caftle of Agaba, commanded by 
Gabeftus, one of his father’s chief confidants, who re- 
ceived him with no fmall joy. He immediately declared 
to him the defign of his coming, and the reafons he had 
to fear, that, if his mother died before he had made fure 
of the crown, not only he, and his whole family, but all 
their friends in general, would again fall under the tyranny 
of tiie Pharifaic fefl, through the indolence and flupidity 
of his elder brother. As his fears were but ton well 
grounded, he eafily gained Gabeftus, whofc example was 
foon followed by the governors of the other fortrefles, 
who all declared in his favour. The queen mifled her fon 
from the firft night \ but dick not fufpeft him of any de- 
fign, till the alarmed Pharifees brought her word, that 
thofe fortrefles were gone over to his interefl: ; by which 
means he had got, in fome meafure, the whole ftrength 
of the kingdom into his hands. As to the army, and even 
the people, they were fenfible they had ufed them of late 
with fuch feverity and infolence, that, inftead of expeft- 
.ing any fupport from them, they had great reafon to fear 
they would, upon the very firft occafion, go over to Arif- 
tobulus, and embrace the milder government of the Sad- 
ducees ^ 

They had brought Hyrcan with them to the queen, 
when they came to acquaint her with the difmal fituation 
of their affairs-, and both he and they were very preffing 
with her, to advife them what to do in fuch a dangerous 
cafe. The queen, who found herfelf dying, had juft 
ftrength enough to tell them, that her condition would 
not now permit her to think of their fafety ; and that flie 
left it wholly to them to provide for themfelves. She 
added, that they wanted neither foldiers, arms, nor mo- 

' Arvtiq. lib. xiii cap* ulti Bell, Jud. lib. i. cap. 4. 
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ney, to make bead againft her other fon ; and that flie Appoints 
appointed Hyrcan her rucceflbr. She expired immediately Hyrcan 
after, in the feventy-third year of her age, and the ninth 
of her reign, to the inexprelFible grief of the Pharifaic fac- dsatk, 
tion, who now could expeift nothing elfe but a fevere re- 
^taliation of all their cruelties to the late king's friends j 
but to the great joy of all the reft of the kingdom, who 
now hoped to fee an eftedfual end put to the Pharifaic 
tyranny, by her brave fon Ariftobulus. 

Whilft, therefore, the hopes of fueh a happy change 
brought daily both army and people over to him, the Pha- 
rifees found no other expedient to provide for their own 
fafety, iflan that of feizing on his wife and children, and 
confining them in the caftle of Baris, to be kept there as 
hoftages. When they found that this precaution did 
not flop his progrefs, but that he took the royal title and 
ftate upon him, and daily gained ftrength, they raifed 
an army. Ariftobulus, who defired nothing more than a 
decifive battle, well knowing that he had little to fear, his rai/ein 
brother foon gave him an opportunity of deciding the con- army a- 
teft, A battle was accordingly fought near Jericho, in 
which moft of Hyrean’s forces went over to his brother j * 

fo that he had no way left* but to retire to Jerufalem, and 
to fliut himfelf up in the fame caftle, where they had to hint** ^ 
confined Ariftobulus’s wife arjd children. The forces that 
adhered to him followed his example, and took fantSlu- 
ary within the verge of the temple; where they had not 
been long before they went over to his vi 61 :orious brother. 

Things being brought to this defperate ftate, Hyrcan was fj^r^an r/- 
glad to accept of a peace upon any terms ; and Ariftobulus ducedtoa 
granted it 10 him, upon condition that he diverted himfelf private 
of his regal and pontifical dignity, and wholly refigned 
them to him, and contented himfelf with a private life, 
with the enjoyment of his peculiar patrimony. Hyrcan, 
w'ho was a man without ambition or fpirit, made no diffi- 
culty to yield to thefe conditions, and to divert himfelf of 
a government he could keep no longer, after having been 
in pofTeffion of it about three months®. 

This depofition did not however hinder Hyrean's retain- 
ing ftill a powerful party, which cohfifthig of Pharifees, 
who had nothing to hope, but a great deal to fear, from 
his fuccefsful brother, were ftill bufily plotting to raife up 
their old idol over him. Thefe intrigues were obferved 
by Arttipater, the father of Herod, who was an Idumgean 

« Antiq. lib. xiVi cap. I, Z| 3. Bell. Jad, lib, 1, cap. 5. 
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profelyte, and had been appointed governor of Idumaea by 
Alexander Jannaeus. This perfon, though, in all likeli- 
hood, indifferent as to the diftinftion between Pharifee 
and Sadducee, was in as great danger of feeling the re- 
fentments of Ariftobulus, as any of the former feft. His 
peculiar (kill and and addrefs, backed by an unmeafurable 
ambition, had long before recommended him to the fa- 
vour of the late king Alexander, and of his queen Alex- 
andra, who had beftowed the government of Idumsea up- 
on him ; and, as he had ftill looked upon Hyrcan as their 
fucceffor, the hopes of advancing himfelf ftill higher un- 
der that foft prince, had betrayed him into a more than 
ordinary zeal for his intereft; fo that, when he* Came to 
fee his brother on the throne, he had all the reafon in the 
world, not only to dcfpair of further advancement, but to 
dread his refentment. This confideration determined 
him to join the difeontented Pharifees, whom he took 
care to fill with fears and jealoufies, from that prince, 
whom they ftyled an ufurper 5 and who, he told them, 
would never think himfelf fecure, till he had cut off his 
brother, and, with him, all that had been in his intereft. 

As foon as he had gained Hyreaffs confent, he readily 
offered to negotiate that affair with Aretas, king of Ara- 
bia ; and this commiflion he executed with fuch privacy 
and difpatch, that he came back very foon, took Hyr- 
caa with him in the night, and, by long journeys, con- 
veyed him to Petra, the metropolis of Arabia, where 
he prefented him to the king. It is likely that Anti- 
pater, at his firft interview with Aretas, had only en- 
gaged him to proteft Hyrcan againft his brother ; but 
now they were both at his court, he began to open to him 
the other part of his defign, and to convince him how 
much it would be his intereft to affift him in the recovery 
of his kingdom, by affuring him that he Ihould have all 
the places reftored to him, which had been heretofore 
taken from him by the Jewifh kings, which were very 
many and confiderable, and which he muft never hope 
to recover, as long as Ariftobulus was on the throne. 
Hyrcan was eafily perfuaded to confirm all his minifter 
had faidj and to ratify all the engagements had made 
to the Arabian king, who came foon after with them into 
Judaea, at the head of an army of five thoufand men, 
where he was joined by thofe of Hyrcaii’s party, Arifto- 
bulus marched againft him, and an obftinate fight en- 
fued, in which he was totally defeated, and forced to flee 
into Jerufalem. Aretas purfued him thither, and, enter- 
ing that metropolis without oppoGtion, drove him and his 
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few men, mod of them priefts, into the precmfl: of the ^sfiegidin 
temple, and there clofely befieged him, whilft the reft of 
the people declared for the conqueror 

SECT. IV. 

The Hiflory of the Jews^ from their being fubdued by 
the Romani to the Reign of Herod the Greats 

A RISTOBULUS, being thus ftreightly befieged by Y|.. p|^ 

the Arabian king, and forfaken by all his party, was 2283. 
forced to 4 iave recourfe to the Romans. Pompey, having Ante Clir. 
by this time overcome Tigranes, was retired into the Lefler 
Armenia, and from thence had difpatched Gabinius into 
Jud?ea 5 and this lad, having received three hundred ta- y^ans in- 
lents from Aridobulus, was gone back without having vitedby 
taken any deps either for or againd his intered. Scaurus 
came next from Syria into Judsea, and, in his way, was 
met by fome ambaffadors from the two contending bro- 
thers, each to implore his friendftiip and aflidance, for 
which they offered him four hundred talents. Scaurus, Scaurus 
who knew Aridobulus to*be the more liberal, and the thought ly 
braver of the two, fuffered himfelf to be pined by him ; 
befides, he rightly judged it would be the eafier talk to 
redore him, fince he need blit oblige Aretas to raife the 
fiege, and depart out of Judaea, and Hyrcan would foon 
be abandoned by his party. therefore wrote a threat- 
ening letter to Aretas, in which he told him, that, if he 
did not immediately withdraw his troops, he fliould be 
declared an enemy to Rome, and oblige Pompey to turn 
his arms againd his country. Aretas, who had no mind 
to exafperate the Roman general, readily obeyed, and led 
his army out of Judsea : Scaurus returned to Damafeus •, 
and Aridobulus, being thus timely relieved, aflembled a 
body of forces, and purfued the Arabian king. He over- 
took him, and his brother Hyrcan, at a place called Pa- 
pyrion, where he engaged and defeated him, after hav- Antat di~ 
ing killed feven thoufand of his men, and amongd them 
Cephalion, the brother of Antipater ^ Much about the The i^w9 
fame time Pompey, being come to Damafeus, received brothers 
ambaffadors from all the neighbouring dates, efpecially 
thofe of Judaea, Syria, and Egypt. The princes of thefe 
three being but a Kind of ufurpers, were extremely defir- 

^ lid. ibid, 

ous 


t Antiq. lib. xiv. cap. 4. Belli Jud. lib. i. cap. 5. 
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oufc to bring the Romans over to their intereft, and en- 
deavoured to gain their general by mofl magnificent pre- 
fents (N). 

Soon after this occafioit, the two contending brothers 
fent feparate embaffies to Portipcy, on his coming into 
Coelefyria, each to imploie bis friendfhip and patronage 
againfl the other; Antipatcr in behalf of Hyrcan, and 
Nicodemus in behalf of Ariftobulus^ Both were heard 
with feeming equanimity, difmilTed with fair promifes, 
and the tw^o brothers ordered tp appear in perfon^ and 
to plead their caufe before him. After a full hearing, 
he engaged to decide the controverfy as ftiould 

direfl. 

Early in the following year Pompey returned to Sfria^ 
where he depofed feveral petty tyrants, took feveral for- 
trefles, particularly that of Lyfiad, of which Silas a Jew 
had made himfclf mafter, and came at length to Damaf- 
cus. Here he found the two brothers, who were come to 
plead their caufe and pretenfions before him, and had 
brought a great number of witnefles to their refpe£live 
pleas. But, befides thefe,. there came another fet of Jews, 
to plead againft them both, alleging, that their nation had 
been for a long time governed only by the high-priefts of 
the God of Ifrael, without the regal dignity ; and that, 
though the two brothers were of the facerdotal race, they 
had governed them contrary to their ancient laws, by 
taking the power and title of kings, and thereby reducing 
the Jewifli nation into a' ftate of flavery. Hyrcan fpoke 
next, and complained, that being the elder brother, he 
had been unjuftly depofed by Ariftobulus, and by him 
forced into a private ftate, with only the income of a few 
paternal lands, whilft Ariflobulus, not contented with the 
revenues of the whole kingdom, committed continual de- 
predations on his neighbours both by Tea and land. For 


(N) Ariftobulus, forhis part, 
fent him a golden vine, upon a 
fquare mount, with the fruit 
on it, and deer, lions, and o- 
ther beafts about it, all of the 
fame precious metal. This cu- 
rious piece had been formerly 
made by Alexander Jannseus, 
and was now fent to Pompey, 
who conveyed it to Rome, 
where it .was depofited in the 
temple of Jupiter, in the Ca- 


pitol. Strabo tells us that he 
faw it there, and that it was 
reckoned worth five thoufwnd 
talents. However, the fenate, 
being helther willing to ac- 
knowlege Ariftobulus lor king 
of Judsea, nor to re rum fo no- 
ble and curious a prefent, or- 
dered it to be inferibed to his 
father Alexander, king of the 
Jews, 
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Jjroof ot all which, he brought a thoufand of the principal 
Jews, who had been gained by Antipater, to witnefs what 
he had alleged. To this charge Ariftobulus replied, that Ariflobu- 
he had indeed turned his brother-out of the government ; lus's reply* 
but that it was, becaufe he was incapable of holding it, 

'^and.tist from any arnbitious views of his own; that Hyr- 
can was a perfon of fo inaftive and fluggifh a difpofition, 

And fo defpifcd by the people, that he had been forced to 
wreft the power out of his hands, left it fhould be tranf- 
ferred into another family. He added, that, as to the 
royal title, it was no other than his father Alexander had 
borne before him. However, Pompey, after a full hear- Ptmpey 
ing of all parties, wifely deferred giving his fentence, left off tht 
Ariftobulus, againft whom he defigned to declare, Ihould 
obftruft his intended expedition againft the Nabatheans ; 
and contented himfelf with difmifling them with a pro- 
mife, that as foon as he had fubdued Aretas, he would 
come himfelf into Jiidzea, and there determine their con- 
troverfy. Ariftobulus, who looked upon this delay as an and Arijlc^ 
ill omen, and did not perhaps care to fee Pompey in Ju- bulus goes 
dsea, went away in difguft, firft to Delion, and thence <///*- 
into Jud^a, without fo mych as taking leave of the Ro- 
man general 

His abrupt departure incenfed Pompey, who forthwith 
affembled his troops, and inarched dircftly to Judaea. 
Ariftobulus had raifed a good army, and was himfelf at 
the caftle of Alexandrion, a place of no fmall ftrength (0), 
when Pompey entered Judaea. ' As foon as this laft had 
reached Corea, he fent for Ariftobulus to come to him ; fummon^ 
who would willingly have excufed himfelf, but was at gjto ap- 
length prevailed upon by thofe that were about him to pear befon 
obey the fummons, and prevent thereby a war with the 
Roman general. He came accordingly, more than once 
or twice, and conferred with him about the difpute be- 
tween his brother and him, fparing neither compliments, 
promifes, nor prefents, to engage him on his fide. Pom- p^f^pefs 
pey as often difmifled him with a fhew of friendlhip, and partiality 
fufered him to return to his caftle. At length he pro- 
pofed to him, that he fhould put all his fortrefles into his 

w Antiq. lib, xiv. cap. 5< & Bell. Judg. lib. i. cap. 5. 

(0) This fortrefs had been the very entrance into Judaa, 
built by. his father Alexander .near the town of Corea, which 
Jannsus, and was from him was the firft place in Judsa on 
called Alexandrion ; it was, ft- the Samaritan fide, 
tuate on a high mountain, in 
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handS) and fend orders to all his governors to relign them 
to him without hefitation. It was eafy then for him to 
fee, that the Roman general was in his brother's intereft, 
and wanted only to put it out of his power to maintain 
himfelf againft his decifion. But though he had long 
fufpetled his partiality, and taken all poffible met}»f'4s to 
fecure himfelf againft it, yet was he forced, though much 
againfl his will, to comply with the propofal, being now 
ill that general’s hands. But, as foon as he found himfelf 
at liberty, he fled with all fpeed to Jerufalem,. with fuH 
refolution to defeat his defign 

Pompey foon followed him to that metropolis wthen- Ari^ 
ftcbulus, repenting of what he had done, came out, and 
went to throw himfelf at his feet, and to beg of him to 
forbear any hoftilities againft the Jewifli nation, promifing 
him a confiderable fum of money upon that condition. 
The general agreed to it, and, keeping him in his camp', 
fciit Gabinius with fome troops to receive the money ; but 
he was repulfcd by the garrifon, who (hut the gates 
againft him, and refufed to perform the agreement. This 
difappointment fo exafperatcd Pompey, that he ordered 
Ariftobulus to b& kept in chains, and marched direftly 
with his whole army againft the city. 

The inhabitants being divided into the two fa£l:lons of 
Hyrcan and Ariftobulus ; t the former, which was the 
more numerous, opened the gates 5 while the other took 
flielter in the temple. Pompey fent Pifo, one of his ge- 
nerals, with a number of troops, to fecure the place, and 
the royal palaces, whilft thofe that were in the temple 
were bufy in fortifying every part of it that could be of 
fcrvlce for fuftaining a ficgc. He at firft oflFered propofals 
of peace ; but finding them determined on hoftile mea- 
fure#j he refolved to befiege the temple in form. He be- 
gan with inclofing the place with a ftrong wall, to pre- 
vent either their flight, or their receiving any help from 
without ; Hyrcan gladly furnifliing him with all neceiTary 
implements to carry on the work. Battering rams, and 
other engines of war, being brought to him from Tyre, 
he ordered the attack to be made on the north fide of the 
temple, which was the weakeft, though inclofed with 
ftrong walls, high towers, and other fortifications; having 
a large deep ditch, and a fpacious valley beneath- Ai 
for the other Tides of it, they were in a manner iiiaccef- 
Able, after the bridges had been broken down. The bat- 

* Antiq. lib. xiv. cap, 5. Bell. Jud. ubi fupra. 

« tering 



^33 


The Hijiory of the Jews. 

terlng engines being accordingly raife<l on mounds and 
platformS) began to play in earneft againil the place, 
and to fling large ftones into it; whilft the befiegcd were 
as induftrious in levelling the one, and difmoujiting the 
other, as faft as they were raifed by the befiegers. The 
fiegeji^d already continued three months, and might in 
all likelihood have lafted much longer, had not the be- Stran^g 
fieged been feized again with their old faral fuperftition fuptrfiU'tm 
about the breach of the fabbath, which hindered them ihc 
from making a fuitable defence. 

This fcruple had now made fuch an impreffion up- 
on them^^ that they never moved a hand on that day 
to hinder either mounds and batteries being raifed, or 
breaches being made in their walls ; a circumltance which 
being at laft perceived by the beliegers, they took the ad- 
vantage of getting all things ready for an aflault on that 
day, without throwing either ftones, or any miflive wea- 
pon, that might force them to ftand on their own de- 
fenoe ; fo that the befiegcd might let them go on wi^i 
their other works, without the leaft oppofition : and fuch 
was rheir zeal for the divine fervice of the temple, that 
no annoyance from the enemy could obftruft it from be- 
ing performed with the fame regularity and calmnefs, 
as in time of the profoundeft peace. By thefe means the 
befiegers maile at length a brejich by battering one of their 
towers, which in its fall brought down a confiderable 
part of the wall, fo that they eafily maftered the place. 

Cornelius Fauftus, the fon of Sylla, at the head of a de- The citj 
tachment, mounted one end of the breach, Furius a^- 
vanced at the other end, and Fabius in the center. A 
horrid flaughter immediately enfued, in which no lefs 
than twelve thoufand of the befiegcd were killed by the 
Romans, befides many more, who died by their own hands. 

What was mod furprifing during this horrid feene, jidmirabh 
was the conftancy of the priefts, who never intermitted con/tan^ 
one moment the divine fervice of the temple ; but con- of the 
tinned to offer up their ufual prayers, praifes, and facri- 
ficcs, with the fame calmnefs and afliduity, as if no fuch 
flaughter had been then afting in that facred place ; and 
at laft fuffered themfelves to be butchered before the altar, 
with as much meeknefs and conftancy, as the vidlims 
they were then offering. Pompey, though furprifed at 
their religious conftancy, caufed all the prifoners that 
were found to have been moft zealous againft him to be 
put to death, whilft a great number of the reft prevented 
iiim by their OMm defperatc refolution 5 fomc threw them- 
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The Hiftory of the Jews. 

felves down precipices, and others, fettiiig their aparN 
ments on fire, were confumed in the flames. The Ro- 
mans fopn altered the face of the Jewifh affairs, accord- 
ing to their ufual method. Hyrcan was indeed relloied 
to the pontifical dignity, with the fpecious title of prince, 
though from thenceforth tributary to Rome ; but he^yra?^ 
wholly divefted of his regal power, and forbid to reifumc 
either the diadem, or royal ftyle, or to extend his ter- 
ritory beyond the old borders of Judaea. All the cities 
which had been gained by his predeceflbrs in Ccelefyria 
and Phoenicia, were taken from him, and reftored to Sy- 
ria, of which province Scaurus was left governor, at the 
head of two Roman legions, to keep the country in awe, 
whilft the conqueror prepared for his return to Rome. 

But, before he left Jcrufalem, he gave the Jews a more 
mortifying ftrokc than any we have yet related. We 
have had frequent occafion to mention how jealous they 
were of having their temple profaned by ftrangers, whom 
they abfolutely debarred from fetting foot into that holy 
place. But Pompey, eager to fatisfy his curiofity, and 
to view the mod facred recelfes of that building, caufed 
them to be opened to him ; and, attended with a number 
of his chief commanders, penetrated even into the moft 
holy place, into which the high-prieft alone was permitted 
to enter once a year, on th^ grand day of expiation. He 
viewed with a curious eye the golden table, candlcflick,. 
cenfers, lamps, and other veflels, the great quantity of 
rich* perfumes and fpices ufed in the divine worlliip j and 
in the treafury he found about two thoufand talents. But 
whether the facred charafter of the place infpired him 
with an uncommon refpefl: for the things which he there 
faw, he not only forbore to touch any of them, but im- 
mediately ordered the priefts and officers of the temple 
to purify it, and to offer up their facrifices according to 
cuftom y, 

Pompey, having thus fubdued the Jewifli nation, to 
prevent a future revolt, pulled down the walls of Jeru- 
falentj and left Scaurus governor, with a fufficient force. 
He fet out for Rome foon after, and took u ith him Ari- 


his carried ftobulus, and his two fons, Alexander and Antigonus, 
to ome. v^ith his two daughters, as captives, to adorn his triumph. 

However, they were not, it feems, fo clofely guarded, 
but that Alexander found means to efcape, and to return 
into Judaea ; where he foon drew a cpnfiderable party after 
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him, which proved the fource of new and more grievous 
troubles (P). 

As foon as Hyrcan found himfelf rid of his rival bro- 
ther, he relapfed afrefh into his , indolence, leaving the 
care of his affairs to Antipater, who, like a true politician, 
not no turn it to his advantage, and the aggran- 
dizing of his own family* He forefaw, however, that he 
could not eafily compafs his ends, unlefs he endeared 
himfelf to the Romans; and therefore fpared neither 
pains nor coft to gain their favour. Scaurus was foon 
^fter beholden to him for a fupply of corn, and other 
provifion, without which his army, which he had led 
againft "tne metropolis of Arabia, muft have been in 
danger of perifhing. This fervice was followed by an- 
other ; Antipater, who was fo well known to the king of 
Arabia, went and prevailed on that prince to pay three 
hundred talents to the Roman general, and thereby fave 
his country from being ravaged. 

In the mean time Alexander having formed a ftrong 
party in Jud2ea, and an army of ten thoufand foot, and 
fifteen hundred horfe, began to raife and fortify fevcral 
eminent fortreffes, fuch as thofe of Alexandrion and Ma- 
chaeron, fituate near the foot of the Arabian mountains, 
and from them made frequent incurfions into Judaea. 
Hyrcan was not in a condition to fupprefs him j on the 
contrary, having endeavoured to (belter himfelf from him 
by rebuilding the walls of his metropolis, which Pompey 
had caufed to be demoUflied, ihe Romans, always jealous 
of their new conquefte, had ordered him to defift; fo 
that he was forced to call them in to fupprefs this new 
invader. Accordingly Gabinius, who was prehdent of 
Syria, detached^ Marc Antony with fome troops againft 
him, whilft he himfelf and the reft of his army were pre- 
paring to follow. Antipater fent likewife fuch forces as 
he had raifed to join the Roman general. Thefe being 
followed by a number of Jews in the Roman iutereft, 

(P) As for his father and rich fpoih which Pompey car- 
brother, they were brought to ried with him, was the golden 
Rome, and led in triumph vine we have already fptj- 
among the many other princes ken of, the worth of which 
whom Pompey had conquer- is faid tp have amounted to 
cd. What became of Arifto- five or fix hundred talents, and 
buluf afterwards, we may fee which he dedicated to Jupiter 
u the fequel ; but among the Capitolmus (i). 

(a) Jofeph. Antij^. i^fltpr^ 
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The Hifioty of the Jews. 

with Pitolaus at their head, Alexander was forced to 
retire into the neighbourhood of Jerufalem, where he 
was defeated, and loft three thoufand of his men, befides 
thofe that were taken prifoners. He was thence purfued 
to Alexandrion, and there bcfieged by Gabinius; but the 
place being ftrong, and well provided, that gene/ij^^p-' 
dered a number of his troops to invert it, whilft he 
marched with the reft into Judxa, where he caufed the 
cities, which had been dcmoliftied, to be rebuilt, accord- 
ing to Pompey’s order. Samaria being one of them, he 
called it, from his own name, Gabiniana ; but Herod 
foon after changed it into that of Sebafte *. Whilft Alex- 
ander was clofely befieged, he fent to defire peace of the 
Roman general, promifing to furrender that fortrefs, and 
thofe of Machaeron and Hyreanion. About the fame 
time his mother, a wife and difereet woman, whofe huf- 
band (Ariftobulus) and her children were ftill kept pri- 
foners at Home, vifited the Roman general, and by her 
addrefs infinuated herfelf fo much in his favour, that he 
granted her fon the peace which he defired, and he waa 
difmifTed with pardon and impunity. Gabinius ordered 
the three fortrefles to be demoliftied, that they might no 
longer be an occafion of frerti revolts ; and conduced 
Hyrcan to Jerufalem, where he reinftated him afrefh in 
his pontifical dignity. He then divided the province into 
five feveral diftrifts, and erefted a feparate court of ju- 
dicature in each ; the firft at Jerufalem, the fecond at Ga- 
dara, the third at Amath,^' the fourth at Jericho, and the 
fifth at Sephoris in Galilee*"; by which inftifution the 
government was changed from a monarchy into an arifto- 
cracy, and the Jews, who had been till then governed by 
their own monarchical pontiffs, fell under the fubjedlion 
of a fet of tyrants ( O ). 

In 

» Vide Synccl. ap. UlTer. fub A. M. 397^, “Antiq lib. xiv, 

cap^ 10, & Bell. Jud, lib. i. cap. 6. 

( 0^1 The Jews had till now hedrim. Of the leffer fort there 
been governed by two forts of was one in every city ; and two 
councils, or courts of judica- at Jerufalem, where was a 
ture, under their fovercign. greater concourfe of people and 
Thefe councils, or fanhedrims, bufinefs. The grand fanhe- 
were of two forts, the inferior drim fat only at Jerufalem, and 
confiding of twenty-three, and had a place appropriated to 
the greater of feventy- two per- them in the temple. It was 
fons ; and this latter was cm- the laft refort to which all 0 - 
phatically called the grand fan- ther inferior tribunals might 

appeal. 
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In the mean time Ariftobulus found means to efcape 
out of the prifon, into which he had been remanded after 
Pompey's triumph, and to return into Judsea with his fon 
Antigonus. Here he was foon joined by a confidcrable 
number of Jews, and among the reft by Pitolaus, who had 
been a chief leader of the Roman party. But a 
great number coming to him without arms, he was forced 
to difmifs them, and only referved eight thoufand ftout 
men, with whom he went to fecure and rebuild the caftle 
of Alexandrion, which had been demolifhed by Gabinius ; 
but this laft fent Cxfenna, Marc Antony, and iiervilius 
againft him, who killed five thoufand of his men, and 
forced him to fiy with the reft into the ruinated caftle of 
Machseron. The Romans did not give time to fortify 
himfelf, but came and befieged him ; and, after two days 
brave refiftance, took the place by affault, and fent Arif- 
tobulus and his fon prifoners to Rome, covered with 
wounds, where he was reconveyed to his old prifon. 
But Gabinius having informed the fenate of the pro- 
mife he had made to Ariftobulus’s wife, upon the deli- 
very of the Jewifti fortreftes, the reft of his family were 
ordered to be fet at liberty, and he only was kept 
prifoner**. Gabinius being next year invited into Egypt 
to afllift Ptolemy Auletes in the recovery of his kingdom, 
Alexander refolved to take advantage of the weaknefs 
of Casfenna, a rafli unexperienced youth, whom Gabinius 
had left to command in Syria with a fmall number of 
troops. Having raifed a confiderable army, he entered 
Judxa, which was by this time filled with banditti and 
free-booters, who plundered every where without con- 
troul. He fell on the Romans wherever he met them, 
and killed a great number : the reft retired to Mount Ga- 
rizzim, where he invefted th«m with great expedition. 
The news of this revolt having brought Gabinius into Ju- 
dxa, the firft thing he did was to fend Antipater to try by 
fair means to withdraw the revolters from Alexander’s 
party j and this confummate politician afted his part fo 
well, that he brought back a confiderable number. But 
all his addrefs could not perfuadc Alexander to come to 
any terms. On the contrary, this laft, enraged to fee 

^ Jofeph. ibid. 4 Maccab. xi. 

appeal.. Both were aboliflied each other, and endowed them 
by Gabinius, who ereifted in with the fovereign power, from 
lieu of them a court in each of which no appeal could be made 
the five dillrifU independent of but to Rome. 

fuch 
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fuch a defeftion of his men, refolved, with the thirty 
thoufand he had left, to put it to the iflfue of a battle. 
It was accordingly fought near Mount Tabor, where he 
was totally defeated, with the lofs of ten thoufand men 
killed on the fpot. Gabinius, after this viflory, returned 
to Jerufalem, where he fettled the Jewifli affairs .acj ntd- 
ing to Antipater’s mind ; then leaving Judaea, and foon 
after the government of Syria, was fucceeded by Craffus 

This lad, upon his accefBon to his new government, 
found the whole province in peace, fo that he was at lei- 
fure to purfue his favourite defign of invading the Par- 
thians ; for which expedition he had obtained a decree 
from the fenate As avarice was the chief paVfion that 
impelled him, he began with plundering the temple of 
Jerufalem, not only of the two thoufand talents which 
Pompey had left untouched, but of every thing he found 
valuable in it, to the fum of eight thoufand Attic talents 
more. Among thefe was a large beam of mafly gold, 
covered with another hollow beam, that went acrofs 
the partition which divided the holy from the moft holy 
place. The veil that feparated thofe two rooms was 
faftened to it, and over it they threw all the old veils 
whenever theyhung a new one; fothat this valuable piece, 
which weighed three hundred Hebrew minae (R), w^as fo 
well concealed, that none Ifnew of it but the treafurer of 
the temple. A prieft, named Eleazar, then in that poft| 
apprifed of Craffius’s defign, was imprudent enough to 
endeavour to fave all the 'f eft of the coftly temple-furni- 
ture at the expence of this ; but did not difeover it to him, 
till he had made him fwear that he would fpare the reft : 
but the greedy governor made no fcruple to break his oath, 
and to plunder that holy place of every thing valuable he 
could lay his hands on, without fparing the moft facred 
Utenfils. The whole amount of this facrilcgious plunder 
was fo great, that Jofephus, fearing it would fcarcely be 
credited by other nations, is forced to appeal to the writ- 
ings of Strabo of Cappadocia, and other records not now 
extant®. The immenfe treafures of which that rapacious 
governor ftripped this place, amounted to ten thoufand 
talents ; above two niilUons of our money. 

e Jofeph. 4 Maccab DioCalT. ubi fupra. d Dio, lib. xxxix 
Vid. & Plutarch, in CralT. e Antiq lib. xiv. cap. 11. 

(R') The inina amounted to whole bar or beam weighed a- 
^out two pounds and a half bout feven hundred and fifty 
p£ our weight; ib that the poouds* 
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CralTus being killed in hU Parthian expedition, Cafllus 
brought the (battered remnant of his army into Syria, to 
-fupprefs the incurfions which the now elated Parthians 
made into that province j and here he worlledthem in fo 
many encounters, that he foon forced them to fend home 
£Q^ja,frefh fupp'y of troops. From thence he marched 
into Judaea, where he befieged TarichEca, a city on the 
fouth (hore of the lake Gennezareth, where Pitolaus had 
fliut himfelfup with the few remains of Ariftobulus's fac- 
tion : having taken it, he carrrled away thirty thoufand 
prifoners ; and Pitohus was put to death by the advice of 
Antipater^ to prevent his raifmg new troubles in favour of 
Ariftobulus. As for Alexander, CalEus contented him- 
fclf with forcing him to be quiet, whilft he marched to- 
wards the Euphrates, to ftop the incurhons of the Par- 
thians 

Three years dfter this event, Julius Csefar made himfelf 
mailer of Rome; when, thinking that Arillobulus might 
be of Cervice to him againft Pompey, releafed him out of 
prifon, and ftnt him into Paleftine with two legions 
under his command, to keep Syria in awe ; but thofc of 
Pompey’s party found means to poifon him, and thereby 
fruftrated the defigns of that crafty general. His body 
was afterwards embalmed by fome of Csefar’s partifans, 
and kept in honey in a coffin,, till they could convey him 
into Jad«a, there to be interred with his anceftors. His 
fon Alexander did not meet with better fate ; the news 
of his father’s return into Judaea had induced him to raife 
forces to join him on his arrival ; but Pompey, who kept a 
watchful eye over him, fent orders to his lon-in-law O. 
Metellus Scipio, formerly his colleague in the confullhip, 
and now pref] dent of Syria, to put him to death. Scipio 
caufed the unhappy prince to be feized, and brought be- 
fore his tribunal at Antioch, where he condemned him, 
and caufed his head to be ftruck off. Ptolemy Mennseus, 
prince of Chalcis, hearing of his death, fent to Alexandra, 
the widow of Arillobulus, who was then retired to Af- 
calon, and offered to take her fon Antigonus, and her 
two daughters under his care. They were fent to him 
accordingly. His fon Philippion married one of the 
daughters, named alfo Alexandra ; but fome time after 
thefe nuptials, cither for fome mifbehaviour, or perhaps 
out of love to that princefs, Menn^us caufed him to be 
putto'death, and married her himfelf 

fjolcph. Antiq. lib. xtv. cap. ii. Bell. Tad. lib. i. cap. 6. aDi©. 
lib. xli. Plutarch I hi Pomp. CKfar, Bell* CieihUb. iii. & k :>m- 
9}ejit. lib. i. 
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In the mean time, the war between Caefar and PompeT 
afforded the Jews not only a long breathing, but alfo an 
opportunity of ingratiating themfclves with the former, 
who was then in Egypt, waiting impatiently for new 
levies under Mithridates the Pergamenian. but thefe not 
being fuificient to break through Pelufium, the^^J^j^oxig 
key of Egypt on that fide, he was forced to ftop at Afca- 
lon, till new reinforcements arrived. But what did him 
the greateft fervice at this junftnre, and facilitated the 
taking of that city, was the coming of Antipater, at the 
head of three ihoufand Jews well armed, together with 
foine other fuccours which he had drawn from Armenia, 
Syria, and Mount Liban us. He alfo brought letters from 
Hyrcan, w’hether real, or forged by himfclf ; exhorting 
the Jews of the territories of Onion, Delta, and Mem"- 
phis, to affift the Roman general with all their might. 
By thefe means the city of Pelufium was dafily carried by 
affault, Antipatcr himfelf being one of the foremoft in 
fcaling it 5 and a way thereby was made Into Egypt, 

In all thefe aftions Antipater behaved with fuch valour 
and gallantry, that Mithridates did not fcruple to own his 
late fucceffes were owing to him 5 and, in a letter he 
wrote to Caefar, he gave him fiich encomiums, that Julius 
conceived a particular efteem for the Jewifh commander. 
Before he left Alexandria, )ie gave him fome confiderable 
ports in his army, made him procurator or lieutenant of 
Judxa, and citizen of Rome. Caefar alfo confirmed Hyr- 
can in his priefthood, added to it the principality of Judaea, 
to be entailed on hispoftcrity for ever, and to the Jewifh 
nation iheir ancient rights and privileges ; and ordered a 
pillar to be ercdled, whereon all thefe grants, and his own 
decree, were engraved. Caefar arriving in Syria, Anti- 
gonus came to him, and preferred a fevere complaint 
againll Hyrcan and Antipater, for the injuries which he 
pretended they had done him. lie reprefented the mif- 
forlunes which his family had fuftained for having ad- 
hered to his intereft, particularly the poifoning of his 
father by Pompey, and the beheading of his brother by 
Scipio : in coiifideration of all which, he concluded with 
a petition to the emperor, that he would reftore him to his 
father^s principality, which Hyrcan had unjuftly feized, 
Antipatcr, who was then attending upon Caefar, defended 
his own and Hyrean’s caufe fo well,, that they were both 
abfolved with applaufe, and Antigonus repulfed as a fac- 
tious and turbulent perfon, that could never be at reft- 
Aiuipater added farther, that, as to Antigonus’s father, 
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he had been juftly fent prifoner to Rome, for being a 
conftant enemy to the Roman nation ; and that his bro- 
ther had been defervedly beheaded for plundering and 
ravaging the Jews. Caefar had too many obligations to 
Hyrcan a/d Antipater, not to admit of a much weaker 
v-vpt'^icapon of their caufe. But he was refolved to do 
more than the bare acquitting of them ; he confirmed his 
former decree in favour of them, and of the Jewifh 'na- 
tion *, and caufed it to be engraved on brazen tables in 
Latin and Greek, to be hungup in the temples of Tyre, 
Sidon, and Afcalon (S), as well as in the Capitol at 
Rome, wjiither Hyrcan fent, foon after, his ambafladors, 
to renew the alliance with that nation ; which was, by 
his order, publifhed in all the principal cities of the em- 
pire, that all the world might know, that the Jews were 
acknowleged the friends and allies of Rome. Thcfc am- 
bafladors obtained, likewife, a permiflbry decree for for- 
tifying Jerufalem, and rebuilding the wall, which had 
been pulled down by Pompey h 

Caefar, having left the government of Syria to Sextus 
Caefar, his near relation, was accompanied by Antipater 
as far as Tyre, where he embarked for Sicily. 

i Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xx. cap. 7. & Bell. Jud. lib. i. cap. 7. 

(S) This decree, which at from henceforth, among my 
once aboliflied the ariftocracy Iruily friends ; and ordain, 
lately fet up by Gabinius, and that all the legal and pontifical 
reflored the Jewilli flate to its rights and privileges be de- 
prifline fovereignty, has been volved upon him and his fons 
preferved to usby Jofephus(i), forever; and that in all con- 
and runs to this eftedl : troverfies that lhall arife coii- 

“ Julius C 2 efar, emperor cerning the rights and difei- 
and didlator the fecond time, pline of the Jews, he, or they, 
8cc, Forafmuch as Hyreanus, be the only judges ; and fur- 
the fon of Alexander, a Jew, ther, that the Jews be hence- 
hath given ua many Angular forth dlfcharged from the bur- 
proofs of his affe^llon, both In den of winter ciuarters, and all 
lime of peace and war, and public tribute.” 
particularly by the fupply fent About the fame time the 
to me in the late war; in con- Athenians renewed their alli- 
fideration of thofe fervices, I ance with Hyrcan, and fent 
do hereby confirm unto him, their decree to Jerufalem, in 
and his heirs, the perpetual which they acknowlege that 
government of the Jews, both pontifTs Angular and conftant 
as their prince and high-prieft, friendihip to all the Greeks, 
after the manner and rule of and Co their own republic in 
iheir own laws. I inrol him, particular. 

(1) Jofeph. Antiq, lib. xiv. cap. 171 
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ittbuiUs Antlpatcr's firft care, when he returned to Jerufalciif| 
walls was to put Csefar’s decree in execution ; to reflore tho 
9f Jerufa- Jewifli government to its ancient model, and repair the 
walls and fortiEcations, He made his cldeft fon Fhafael 
Herod governor of that metropolis, and appointed Nerod, his 
made go- fecond fon, governor of Galilee (T) j whilfl he ^ndjj^c 
high-prieft made a progrefs through Judaea, to fettle the 
government and peace of the kingdom Herod foon Eg-* 
nalized himfelf by the fupprelTion of a band of robbers, 
who had, till then, much iiifefted that and the neighbour- 
Hisfuccefj ing provinces. He took their chief, named Hezekiah, 
again/i tlt€ -virith fomc Others of his companions, whom he put to 
Je'iirj* immediate death, and thereby difperfed the reft of their 
gang. This aftion failed not to recommend him, not 
only to the whole province, but more particularly to 
Sextus Csefar, the new prefident of Syria. On the other 
hand, his elder brother neglefted nothing that could en- 
dear him to the. people of Jerufalem, over which he was 
fhafael go^ governor; fo that Antipater faw with pleafure himfelf 
mernor of and his fons become the darlings of the nation, without 
Jerufalem, igflening, leaft outwardly, any part of their refpefl; to 
the high-prieft, who feemed ftill to be at the head of all 
the national affairs. 

jtntlpater But it was this greatnefs, this exceffive growing power 
envied by of Antipater, which excited, at length, the envy and jea- 
thejew. loufy of the principal Jews. Herod’s aftion was doubt- 
lefs meritorious, and the country felt the beneEt of it : 
but he had gone fome unjuftifiable lengths, in putting 
Herod ac^ the banditti to death by his own authority, and without 
eufed, any formal trial ; and this prefumption the Jews looked 
upon as an earneft of what he might do in time, if his 
enterprifing, genius was not nipped in the bud. At length 
they endeavoured to open the eyes of their indolent pon- 
tiff, and to prevail upon him to fummon that young hero 
to come and anfwer to this and fome other accufations, 
before him and the fanhedrim. 

iummofted They reprefented how dangerous it was for him to fuffer 
before the the fon of a profclyte, who had already engroffed all the 
femAedrim. power and honour, and left him only the bare title of 
fovereign, to arrogate to himfelf fuch an unlimited au- 

(T) Antipater had four fons Salome, who became after- 
by his wife Cypris, who were, wards infamous for the feuds 
by this time, grown up to ma- and diviEons which ihe created 
turity, and in great reputation in her family, aa wc Ihajl fee 
for their wifdom and valour. In the fequel* 

He had alfo a daughter named 

thority. 
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thority, as to put a number of men to death without 
trial, or even without alting his or the fanhcdrim’s con- 
fent. As they could not work upon his fears, they tried 
to roufe his pity, by the daily clamours of the mothers of 
thofe wh(/n Herod had put to death ; and who ceafed 
nm to come daily to the temple, to demand juftice of him, 
for fo ciaring and unwarranted an affront on his dignity. 
Hyrcan was at length prevailed upon to fend his fummons 
to Herod, to anfwer to the charge before him and the 
fanhedrim, Herod appeared accordingly; but in fuch a 
manner, and with fuch a numerous retinue, as gave them to 
underftand, that he came not as a private perfon, much lefs 
as a crim*ihal to be judged. He was cloathed in purple; and, 
by his father's advice, attended byfuch anumberof fervants, 
as fliould be fufficient to defend him, in cafe he was con- 
demned ; yet not fo numerous as to raife any jealoufy in the 
friendly. high-prieft. He alfo brought letters from Sextus 
C?efar, with exprefs orders to acquit him, and threatening 
Hyrcan with his refentmentin cafe of non-compliance. 

Thefe letters feem indeed to have been calculated to 
intimidate the fanhedrim, rather than to recommend 
Herod's caufe to the high-prieft, who was already fuffi- 
ciently in his mtereft. Accordingly, when he appeared 
before that high court, he ftruck fuch an awe into them, 
that none of his accufers darejl for fome time open their 
mouths. At length Sameas, a man in great efteem for 
his wifdom and integrity, had the courage to ftand up, 
and arraign him, not only for his former crime, but much 
more now for his unjuftifiable boldnefs, in appearing, 
contrary to the laws of all nations, not in the guife of an 
accufed perlbn, but in that of an arrogant and threatening 
commander, who came rather to frighten his judges, than 
to clear himfelf of his accufation. He even prognofti- 
cated that Herod would one day prove the ruin of the 
high-prieft and the judges, by whom he was now fo fhame- 
fully favoured. Hyrcan obferving, that his fpeech had 
made fuch an impreflion on the court, that the majority 
were like to declare againft Herod, adjourned them till 
the next day, whilft he fent private advice to him to flee 
for his life : Herod followed this advice, and went to 
Damafeus, where having gained the proteftion of the 
Syrian governor, he fent the fanhedrim word, that if 
they ftiould be difpofed to fummon him afrefti, he 
would' difclaim their juiifdiflion. This contemptuous 
meflage aroufed their indignation; they vented their re- 
fentincnt againft the pontiff, and ftrove in vain to awaken 
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him to a fenfe of his danger; but he remained deaf and 
infenfible to the laft 

About two years after this tranfaftion, Hyrcah, having 
fent an embafl'y to Ca!far, to renew his alliance with him, 
obtained a frefli decree for fortifying Jerufal4|n, which 
Antipater immediately put in execution. C^efar more- 
over granted fome farther privileges to the Jews, ' in c7n- 
fideration of the fignal fervices they had done to him in 
Syria and Egypt. The reader may fee them more fully in 
Jofephus. As for Hyrcan, he gave him leave to govern 
in Jerufalem according to his pleafure, and confirmed to 
him the grant of ail the towns and villages which had 
been poiTefled by his anceftors. He decreed that the lands 
and other privileges, which the Romans had bellowed on 
the kings of Syria and Phoenicia, on account of the al- 
liance that had been between them, fhould likewife be be- 
ftowed on him and his fuccelTors ; that he, they, and 
their ambalTadors, Ihould have the liberty of fitting down 
with the Roman fenaiors in all public {hews and games ; 
and laftly, that when they had any petition to prefer to 
the fenate, they (liould be introduced by the diftator, or 
by the mailer of the horfe ; and that they ihould have 
an anfwer within ten days K In a, word, fuch was that 
emperor’s gratitude and friendlhip to the Jews, fo many 
and confiderable the immunities and privileges which he 
heaped upon their pontiff' and nation, that they could 
hardly be faid to feel the weight of the Roman yoke. 

But this happy ilate was not of long duration. Two 
remarkable accidents happened, one in Judaea, and the 
other at Rome, which brought on a feries of diftraftion 
and feuds in both. In the former, u^xtus Csefar was 
treacheroufly murdered by BafTus; and Caefar himfelf af- 
faifinated at Rome by Brutus, CalTius, and their afiociates. 
Marc Antony and Dolabclla, who were then confuls, af- 
fembled the fenate ; and the ambalTadors from Judaea, 
among others, were admitted to renew their alliance. 
By this time BalTus had feized upon the government of 
Syria, but was foon after driven out of it by Caflius, who 
went thither after Caefar’s death, and took the command 
of the Roman troops, who were then befieging the aflafliri 
of Sextus, in the city of Apamea. CalBus, having drawn 
him and Marcus into his party, raifed the fiege of the 
place, and got all Syria into his pollellion. Hearing that 
Alienus, one of Dolabella’s lieutenants, was msrrching 

^ Antiq. lib. xiv. cap. 17* 1 Id. ibid, k Bell. Jud. ubi fupra* 
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t^irough jud*a with four legions fent to that conful by 
Cleopatra, he polled himfelf fo advantageoully, that he 
furrounded and intercepted him with a' double number of 
his own forces, and took them all into his fervice. Hav- 
ing by thj/ time aflentbled an army of twelve legions, 
which cojuld not be fubfilled without great expence, he 
was forced to levy large tributes on that province, parti- 
cularly on Judsevi, which he taxed at feven hundred ta- 
lents. Antipater, who knew the neceflity that general 
Was in of fome immediate fupply, and the confequence of 
gaining his favour by fending him fpcedy aflillance, com- 
mitted the levying one half of that fum to his fons Pha- 
fael and Herod, and ordered the reft to be raifed by one 
Malichus and fome aflbciates. Herod failed not to take 
this opportunity of ingratiating himfelf with CalTuis, by 
bringing him the hundred talents which were aftigned to 
his government ; and as he was the firft that complied 
with his orders, that general conceived a great efteem for 
his perfon. His brother came foon after ; but the reft of 
the governors not having followed their example, particu- 
larly thofe of Gophna, Emmaus, Lydda, Thamna, and 
fome other cities of Judaea, CalTius ordered all their inha- 
bitants to be fold by audlidn, and would have put Ma- 
lichus to death, had not the high-prieft redeemed him at 
the expence of a hundred talen,ts, which he fent him out 
of his own coffers 

Caffius, being foon after forced to march againft Do- 
labella, left the government of Gcclefyria to Herod, as an 
eariieft of his future friendftiip ; but Malichus in the 
mean time, who bore a mortal hatred to Antipater (U), 
and faw him with an envious eye holding alone the reins 
of government, refolved to take him off by treachery. 
Antipater having had timely notice of his defign, prefent- 
ly retired to the other fide of the Jordan, and raifing fome 
forces, put himfelf in a pofture of defence. Malichus, 
finding his plot was difeovered, went to him in a feeming 
friendly manner; and by oaths, proteftations, and other 

ro Antiq. lib. xiv. enp- Bell. Jud. lib. i. cap. 9. 

,(U) Malichus was a Jew; envy and regret; and this was 
he and Antipater had been the the motive which made him 
main fupporters of Hyrean’s confplre againft /Vntipater, not 
intereft ; fo that he could not doubting, but, if he was re- 
behold his rival, who was of moved, himfelf would be at 
Idumsean race, preferred be- the head of the Jevvifti affairs, 
fore him without the deepeft 
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crafty infinuations, eafily perfuaHed him of his innocehry'^ 
fo that a reconciliation took place. Antipater was even 
forced to make ufe of all his intereft vt^ith Marcus, now- 
governor of Syria, and who was well acquainmd ^ith all 
his private plots, to prevent his putting him^to death. 
But Maiichus was not to be wrought on by afts vnf genc-^ 
rofity, whllft he beheld his rival’s intereft ftill triumphant. 
About this time CalTius and Marcus, who had beftowed 
the government of Coelefyria on his fon Herod, had en- 
gaged his fidelity to them by a promife to make him king 
of Judaea, as foon as the war, now begun againft Marc 
Antony, and the young Octavius, fincc named, ^uguftus, 
fliould be ended- This compaft made him dread the cx- 
ceftivc power of Antipater to fuch a degree, that upon the 
firft opportunity, which was foon after offered, when he 
was to dine with the high-prieft, he bribed that pontiff’s 
butler to poifon him in a glafs of wine, whilft himfelf 
with an armed force feized upon the government of Jeru- 
falem. Phafael and Herod eafily perceived, that Maiichus 
was at the bottom of this villany, notwithftanding his 
vows and proteftations to the contrary. Herod, naturally 
of a fierce temper, was for immediately revenging the per- 
fidy with open force ; but his brother, who rightly judged, 
that it would he much fafer to diffemble for the prefent, 
and to punifli the affaflin by fome private ftratagem, with- 
out involving the nation in a civil war, eafily brought him 
over to his opinion". 

Accordingly, thefc tisro brothers feigning to believe 
Maiichus innocent of their father’s death, the eldeftbufied 
himfelf with rearing a ftately monument to him, whilft 
Herod went into Samaria, under pretence of fuppreffing 
fome turbulent fpirits in that quarter. He afterwards re- 
paired to Jerufalem, attended with a number of his men 
of war, to affift at the feaft of Pentccoft ; when Maiichus, 
who was afraid of fomething worfe, prevailed on Hyrcan 
to forbid him to enter the metropolis with fuch an efcort, 
as would profane that folemnity. Herod, defpifing his 
orders, entered the city by night, but forbore attempting 
any thing againft his enemy, though he had received full 
power from CalTius to revenge his father’s death on that 
affaOin. But a much better opportunity offered foon 
after, in which Maiichus was caught in his own fnare. 
Caffius had taken Laodicea, and all the chief lords of 
Syria and Paleftine baftened thither with their prefents 

Ant. lib. xtv. cap. lo. 
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and congratulations. Malichus having left his fon hoT- 
tage with that governor, defigned to have taken that op- 
portunity of effecting his efcape, to have gone back and 
excited a revolt in Judsea, whilft the Romans were taken 
up with l^eir civil wars, and then to have made a bold 
pufti for; the Jewifh crown. Whether Herod knew his 
whole defign or no, he rightly gueffed, that he would not 
fail to pay his compliments to the conqueror. He was 
not millaken in his conjefture : for Malichus accom- 
panied the Jewifh pontiff; and Herod fell in with them 
on the way, after having obtained from Caffius an order 
to the Tyrians to affifl him in the punifhment of Mali- 
chus, he invited Hyrcan and him to a fupper he had pre- 
pared for them in the neighbourhood of Tyre, and fent 
his fervants into that city, under pretence of getting all 
things ready ; but in reality, to acquaint the officers and 
gairifon of that city with Caffius’s orders. Thefe fallied 
out accordingly, and as many as could approach him, at 
once fheathed their daggers in his body. Hyrcan hearing 
the news of his death, remained thunderflruck for fome 
time. Ac length, having recovered himfelf, he afked, 
by whofe orders he had been killed ? and Herod having 
calmly anfwered, by Caffius’s ; he replied, that he could 
not but highly applaud the deed, fince it had rid him of a 
very dangerous enemy , 

But Malichus had left a brother as turbulent as himfelf; 
who, under the fpecious pretence of revenging his bro- 
ther’s death, threw Judaea again-into a flame, whilft Caf- 
fius was gone to join Brutus in Afia. Felix, who at that 
time was left at the head of fome Roman forces at Jeru- 
falem, feenis alfo to have been gained to that fide- As 
for Hyrcan, he had not courage enough to oppofe them, 
but acquiefeed in what they did; fo that Felix attacked 
Phafael on the one hand, whilft Malichus’s brother 
reduced Maflada, and fome other fortreffes of Jud?ea. 
Herod was then detained by ficknefs at Damafeus, and 
unable for a while to give his brother any affiftance : but 
Phafael, who had ftlll a confiderable number of forces, 
found means to expel Felix and all his party out of Jeru- 
falem, and from thence into fome fortrefs, out of which 
he did not fuffer him to come, but by capitulation. By 
this time Herod being recovered, came to his afliftance, 
and drove the remaining part of Malichus's faftion out of 
their fortrefles, ^nd forced the brother to furrender Maf- 

T Bell. Jud. ubi Aipra. Antiq. ubi fupra, cap. zot 
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fada to him, and to capitulate for his life p. The two 
brothers returned to Jerufalem, where they reproved 
Hyrean’s bafenefs in the fevereft terms ; but were foon 
after reconciled to him by the marriage of H^erod with 
Mafiamne, the beautiful grand-daughter of thatVpontiffV 
In the interim another enemy ftarted up on thcyfudden, 
namely Antigonus, the younger fon of Ariftobulus, Hyr- 
can*s brother. He was fupported by Ptolemy Mennaeus, 
prince of Chalcis, to whom he was related, and by whom 
he had been adopted. He had likewife gained Marion 
prince of Tyre, and bribed Fablus governor of Damafeus 
to his intereftj fo that having raifed a fufficient ,ajmy, he 
put himfelf at the head of it, with an intent to revive his 
father’s pretenfions to the kingdom; but he had fcarce en- 
tered the frontiers, before Herod met him with a power- 
ful army, by which he was totally defeated. The viftor 
returned triumphant to Jerufalem, where the people, and 
among the reft Hyrcan, who now looked upon him as 
one of his family, offered him the ufual compliments 
of crowns and congratulations. His nuptials with Ma- 
riamne were not however celebrated till fome years after : 
he had by her three fons aijid two daughters, befides 
his eldeft fon Antipater, whom' he had by a former wife 
of bis own country, named Dores 

Brutus and Caflius having been defeated in the courfe 
of the followin| year by Marc Antony and Oftavius, the 
latter marched into Gaul, and the former came into Syria 
to fettle the affairs of that province. Upon his arrival in 
Bithynia, where he was complimented by vaft crowds of 
ambaffadors from all the neighbouring ftates, the Jews 
preferred a fevere accufation againft Phafael and Herod, 
as having ingrolfed all the power and adminiftration of 
Judaea, and left Hyrcan only the bare name of a princci 
But Herod, who was there alfo, found in that general a 
ftedfaft friend ; not only on account of former kindneffes, 
which be had received from Antipater, whilft he ferved 
under Gabinius in Judaea, but much more in confidera- 
tlon of a large fum of money, with which he had taken 
care to bribe him ; fo that he would uot fo much as hear 
their accufers. Upon his arrival at Ephefus, an embaffy 
came to him from Hyrcan, defiring that the Jewifli pri- 
foners, whom Caffius had formerly fold by auQion, con- 
trary to their alliance with Rome, might be reftored to 
their liberty ;ind lands. Antony readily granted their re- 
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queft, and fent an obliging letter to Hyrcan, which was ’JttuiJb 
foon followed with an cdiif to the Tyfians, and other captives 
neighbouTing ftates, enjoining them to reftore all thofe 
captives ^ 

But all/thefe favours of the triumvir, though chiefly y^. of 
owing tojnis friendfhip for the fons of Antipater, were not 1307. 
able to reconcile them to the generality of the Jews. For Ante Chr- 
as foon as Antony arrived at Daphne, a city near An- 
tioch he was accofted by a frefh embafly from Jerufa- 
Jem, which was fent to repeat the old complaint againft piamts 
thofe commanders^ MefTala undertook their defence, and againft 
was backed by Hyrcan, who, looking upon them now as 
part of hi^ family, went thither to exert his interefh in 
their defence. After a full hearing, A^ntony afked die anfvjer in 
pontiff, which of the two parties he thought heft quali- their fa~ 
fied for the government ; and being anfwcrcd in favour •vour, 
of the two brothers, he likewife declared for them ; and, 
as a farther mark of his friendfliip, made them both te- 
trarchs 5 put Judaea under their care 5 and wrote a letter 
to the fanhedrim in their favour. Fifteen of the moft tur- 
bulent of their accufers were fent to prifon, and would 
have been put to death, had not Herod interceded for 
their lives. All thefe meafures ferved only to exafperate 
that faftion the more, and produced a third embaffy, 
which came to meet the triumvir at Tyre, confifting of a 
thoufand perfons. But Antony, whom frefh prefents, Athirdem^ 
and large fums of money, had cffeftually confirmed in He- haJJ) fent, ^ 
rod's interefl, fent orders to the; magillracy of that place cind fe- 
to affift him in the punifliment of thofe fadfious mutineers ; 
whereupon Herod met them without the city, and ad- 
vifed them, in a friend!ly manner, not to puih the matter 
farther. Hyrcan likewife tried in vain to forewarn them 
of their danger, in cafe they perfifted in their defigri. 

They refufed all advice, till the Tyrians rufhing in upon 
them, made them repent of their rafhnefs, when it was 
too late. A great number were killed and wounded, fome M. Anto- 
taken prifoners, and the reft difperfed. '^This execution ny'jfeve- 
put an end indeed to the controverfy, but not to the fac- ^^^^ycsgainft 
tion, which vented their refentment againft Herod in fuch ^ 
an open manner, that Antony, in a fit of anger, caufed 
all the prifoners to be put to death 

Herod had no fooner weathered this ftorm, than an^ Antigonus 
other was raifed againft him by Antigonus- Ptolemy the 

daeu 

r Ibid. cap. iz. * Antiq. lib. xiv. capi 15. Bell, Jud. lib. 
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fon of Mennseus had been fucceeded by his fon LyfanJas ; 
and this laft had prevailed upon Pacorus the fon of th^ 
Parthian kinjj, and his general Barzanes, who had made 
themfelves mafters of Sidon and Ptolemais, to invade Ju- 
daea, dcpofe Hyrcan, and fet Antigonus on hV throne ; 
in confideration of which fervice, the latter w.vs to pay 
him an hundred talents, and five hundred women, Pa- 
corus, purfuant to this agreement, fent his cup-bearer, 
named alfo Pacorus, with part of his cavalry, to invade 
Juda:a. Antigonus, who had got together by that time a 
great number of difcontented Jews, who joined him from 
Yr. of FI. Mount Carmel, had made himfelf mafter of the canton of 
1308. Dryma (X), wdierc a great number of other Jews coming 
^^40 perfuadedhim to march on to Jerufalem, and 

- attack Phafael and his brother in the royal palace. He 

AnUgonus marched accordingly thitherward, attended with the Par- 
and Paco- thian cup-bearer 5 and thefe two being met by the two te- 
trarchs, were fo warmly repulfed by them, that they were 
forced to retire into the temple. Herod, for the better 
the temple, fecurity of that place, polled a guard of foldiers in all the 
adjacent houfes *, but thefe were foon fet on fire, and the 
foldiers burnt in them before any help could be brought- 
Herod did not let this lofs go 'long unreveiiged, but gave 
them a fharp defeat, in which he made a great llaughter 
of their party. Thus they continued fkirmilhing with one 
another till the feall of Pentecoft, which was impatiently 
wifhed for by Antigonus, in hopes that the great con- 
courfe of the Jews at that folemnity would join forces 
Jews join with him againft the fons of Antipater, He judged rightly 
iviih Anti- enough, for great numbers of them reforted to him ; but 
as the greater partof them had neither arms nor experience, 
Herod, who with his brother had retired into the royal 
palace, and defended it, the former from within, and the 
other from without, made a vigorous fally upon thofe of 
the enemy, who had polled themfelves in the fuburbs, and 
drove feveral thoufands of them before him, fome into 
the city, and others into the temple. 

An a^ree- T he two parties being at length tired with fiiedding fo 
ment me- jnuch blood, came to an agreement, that Pacorus, who 
Facorut encamped without the walls of the city, 

(X) It is not eafy to guefs Judah, extending about twen- 
what canton this was, unlefs ty miles from eaft to well, from 
it be the fame with the Da- Beerflieba to the Dead Sea, and 
roma of Eufebius and St. Je- is called in Hebrew Darom, 
rom, by which they mean the which lignifics /out6, 
fouchern part of the tribe of 
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fliould be admitted to mediate a peace between them. 
This projeft, though fet on foot by Antigonus, who whol- 
ly relied on the frieiidlhip of the Parthian general, -was 
yet agreed to by Phafael, who went out to meet him, and 
courteoufjy lodged him in the royal palace. Here Paco- 
rus taking the advantage of the confidence his kind holt 
put in him, perfuaded him to go on an embalTy to Barza- 
pharnes, who was then governor of Syria under the Par- 
thian king, alTuring him, that it was the only expedient 
to fettle his affair on a firm footing. Herod who juftly 
fufpefted the treachery of the Parthians, was entirely 
averfe to the propofal ; but Phafael, more credulous than 
his brotllc*r confented ; and taking Hyrcan with him, fet out 
on the journey, attended with an efcort of two hundred 
Parthian horfe, and withPacorus, who accompanied him 
all the way. Upon their arrival in Galilee, they were 
met by a guard of armed men, who wer€ fent to conduct 
them to Barzapharnes, and Pacorus returned to Jerufa- 
lem. Their reception in all appearance was very cour- 
teous, and Barzapharnes lodged them in a houfe near the 
fea-fide, where Phafael was foon after informed by fome 
friends of the contra£l which had paffed between the 
Parthian king and Antigonus : it was then that he firft be- 
came fenfible of their treachery, and of his own danger. 
However, though he was earneflly intreated to make his 
efcape# and was offered tranfport-fhips to convey him 
away, yet he could not be prevailed upon to forfakc either 
Hyrean’s or his brother's iiiter^; for here he was like- 
wife told, that Pacorus was fent back to Jefufalem to fur- 
prife Herod alfo. The beft expedient therefore he could 
idiink on, was to go to Barzapharnes, and to expoftulate 
the matter with him ; and this he did in the feverefi: terpis, 
telling him at the fame time, that, if money was the mo- 
tive of his treachery to him, he was able to bribe him 
higher to be honeft, and come over to his Intcreft. Thu 
Parthian had no other way to come off than by forfwearing 
the charge, and affuring him, that nothing was falfer than 
fuch a furmife 5 but as foon as he thought, that Pacorus 
had made fure of Herod, he marched dircftly towards 
him, and ordered Hyrcan and Phafael to be feized, and 
imprifoned. 

Pacorus, howevpr, miffed his aim. Herod, having 
timely notice of the treachery, had found means to con- 
vey himfclf out of Jerufalcm, together with his mother, 
bis betrothed Mariamne, her mother Alexandra, his bro- 
ther Fheroras, with all hisfervants, friends, and valuable 
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and efFt'iSs, and a numerous efcort 0/ his own troopsj^ 
made the beft of his way towards Idumaea. He met 
with fcveral obflruftions in his journey, being forced to, 
fights his fight his way through the Parthians and Antigonians, who 
msay into purfucd him; but his valour, nnd that of his giyrds, ex- 
Idumaa. tricated him out of all his difficulties. In men^jry of a 
fignal defeat, which he gave them at a place about fifty 
(India or feven miles from Jerufalem, he afterwards built 
a ftately palace, and called it Herodion 

At Threfla, or Rhefla, a fmall town in Idumaea, his 
brother Jofeph met him at the head of a confiderable rein- 
forcement-, but when they arrived at Maflada, the place 
where he defigned to retire, it being a very ftrong) and al- 
mofl impregnable fortrefs, he found it too fmall to con- 
tain all his men, fo that he w'as forced to difmifs nine 
Leaves his thoufand. Here he left his family and treafure under the 
family at of ]-jjg brother Jofeph, and of a garrifon of eight hiin- 

Maja a j having furnifhed it with all neceflarics, 

isndgoes he fet out for Petra, the metropolis of Arabia, where 

tnto Ara- Malchus had fucceeded his father Arctas, a prince whom 
* he had formerly highly obliged, His defign was, to bor- 

row as much money of him, as would buy his brother 
Phafael^s freedom ; and to thit end he had brought his 
fon with him, who was but feven years old, to leave him 
there as a pledge to the Arajjian king. But that ungrate- 
ful prince fent him exprefs orders to depart out of his ter- 
ritories, pretending that he had been forbid by the Par- 
thians to receive him ; fo that he was forced to difmifs 
and Egypt, attendants, and to make the bell of his way 

into Egypt. 

Mean while, his flight from Jerufalem having been dif- 
His palace co^rred the very next.moining, the firft thing the Parthi- 
f hindered, jing to plunder his palace, city, and all the coun- 

try about it. They fpared however Hyrean’s treafure, 
which amounted to three hundred talents, and fome of 
Herod’s riches, that were left behind; but they made 
themfelves amends by the plunder of Marifla, an opulent 
city, which they totally dellroyed. Antigonus was next 
inftallcd on the Jewifh throne,^ according to their agree- 
ment, and Phafael and Hyrcan were foon after brought to 
him in chains. The new king however did not think pro- 
per to put the high-prieft to death, but contented himfelf 
tvith incapacitating him for the pontifical fuii£Iion, by 


Q Antiq. ubi Aipra, cap. 25. The reader may fee that palace de-* 
feribed by Jufeph. 3 ell» Jud. iib« i. cap. 16. 

caufin^ ^ 



I'he Hiftory of the Jewi. tg^ 

cauling his ears to be cut off’'. As for Phafael, he eafily Byrcan't 
forefaw that he could not efcape fome cruel death ; but, ears cut 
being bound with chains, and unable to. kill himfelf by 
;iny other way, he knocked his brains p\it againft a ftone, kilhhim-^ 
The Parthians, having thus far performed their contraft y^//; 
with Anj|lgonus> began their march homeward, and took 
the unfortunate high-prieft with them, to prevent any 
frelh tumults upon his account^. 

By that time Herod had removed from Rhinocorura to HerotTj 
Pelufium, he received a meflage from the Arabian king, fuccefi ^ 
who was now afhamed of his bafenefs, with an apology, 
and new offers of his fervice ; but he rejedled them, and 
would have embarked for Rome, had not the failors obfti- 
nately refufed to take him in ; whereupon he applied to the 
magiff rates of the city, who received him with great honour, 
and provided him another fhip (K). On his arrival at Rome, 
he addreffeci himfelf firfl to Antony, and then to Ofta- 
vius, to whom he related all that had happened in Judxa, 
with the defperatc condition of his affairs ; and partly by 
his intreaties, and reminding them of his father’s friend- 
fhip to Julius Cxfar, partly by the promife of a large fum 
of money, fo worked upon them, that they refolved to 
affift him to the utmoft oP their power. Antony, on ac- m 
count of the old kindnelfes of Antipater, performed more kind- 
than Herod expefted, or even delired. The utmoft of his 
aim was, to have had Ariftobulus, the brother of his be- 
loved Mariamne, fettled on the throne, and himfelf placed 
at the head of the jewifh affairs under him, as his father 
had been under Hyrcan ; whereas the triumvirs aftually 
refolved to procure him the crown. 

The fenate was accordingly convened, and Herod intro- CreatiJ 
diicedtothem by Meflala and Atratinus, two noble fena- 
tors, who fet forth the great fervices of Antipater’s family 
to the Romans; repiefencing Antigonus as a turbulent 
and feditious perfon, and a known enemy to their nation- 


w See Levit. xxi. i6, & feq. 
jud. lib. i. cap. ii. 

(K) During his flay in E- 
g\^pr, he was follcited by Cleo- 
patra to continue there longer. 
The Maccabitlfh book, often 
quoted, adds, thatlhe offered to 
make him her prime minifler, 
.•rnd general of all her forces ; 
but that he was fully bent upon 
^oing to Rome with ail fpced ; 


X Antiq. lib. xiv. cap, i j, Bell. 

and, getting on board a veffcl, 
which was bound to Pamphy- 
lia, a violent ftorm forced them 
to land at 'Rhodes, where he 
met with fome friends and 
affiftance, palTed thence to 
Brundufliim, and came at 
length to Romei 
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Atitony obferved, how advantageous it would be to hisex* 
pedition againfl Farthia, to have fuch a fledfail friend as 
Herod to be king of Judxa 5 upon which he was unanU 
moufly chofen by the fenate, and Antigonus voted an ene- 
my. As foon as the decree was pafled, Herod was con- 
duced with great ceremony into the Capitol, (pCavius 
and Antony marching on each fide of him, accompanied 
by the confuls and fenators \ where, after the ufual facri- 
fices, the decree was depofited among the archives, after 
which fceremony, Antony gave them a magnificent enter- 
tainment. 1 hus Herod became king of Judaea, by the 
friendship and intereft of Antony and OCavius, in the 
confulfhip of C. Domitius Calvinus, andC. AfinlUs Pollio, 
The condition in which he had left his affairs in Judaea, 
and his family in Idumaea, not permitting him to flay 
longer than feven days after his inauguration, he fet out 
again for Frundufium, and failed from thence to Ptole-? 
mais, where he landed about the latter end of the fum- 
mer \ fo that he fpent but three months in this expedition y. 

While he was thus fuccefsful at Rome, Antigonus had 
fo clofely befieged the fortrefs of Maffada, that though it 
was well provided with all other neceflaries, yet the gar- 
rifon were much diftreffed for ‘want of water; infomuch 
that Jofeph, who commanded there, was contriving means 
to make a defperate fally, and to break through the be-r 
fiegers, in order to efcape^into Arabia, to procure frefh 
fuccour from Malchus, who was highly afliamed of hia 
late treatment of Herod. ^ But, happily for him, the very 
ijight he intended to fally out, there fell fuch a heavy 
rain, as filled all their ciflerns ; fo that he thought of no-» 
thing now but how to make a brave defence, till his bro- 
ther came to his relief. In the mean time Ventidius, the 
Roman general in Syria, having driven the Parthians out 
of that province, came and encamped in the neighbour- 
hood of Jerufalem, under pretence of relieving M^ffada, 
but, in reality, to extort money from Antigonus ; for, 
as foon as this lafl had fatisfied his avarice with a large 
fum, he marched away, leaving, for formality’s fake, 
fomc part of his men with Silo, a penfioner, whom An- 
tigonus had been forced to gain by dint of money, till he 
could get himfelf ftrengthened by the Parthians, whofe 
afliftance he was (till in hopes of obtaining. 

Herod, on the other hand, was not idle ; his thoughts 
were wholly bent on relieving his diftreffed family, but 

Y Antiq. ibid. cap. a6, 27. Bell. Jud« ubi fiipra, Cap. 11. 
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erpecially his beloved Mariamne, a princefs who was in- 
deed very well worth all his care and concern, whether 
we confider her as defcended from a long feries of kings 
and high-priefts, or a pcrfon of exalted virtue and merit, 
adorned with the moft endearing charms of body and of 
mind, jks foon therefore as he was arrived at Ptolemais, Herod 
he got an army together of Jewifh and other troops, which marcha a. 
his generofity ftill increafed as fall as he went, infomuch, An- 
that a very little time had brought almoft the whole pro- 
vince of Galilee into his intereft. At the fame time his 
friend Antony fent orders by Delliusto Ventldius, to aflift 
him with all his forces ; fo that he w'as now ftrong enough 
to march'againft Antigonus, and to relieve MalTada. He tahesjopm 
flopped, however, to lay fiege to Joppa, a place of too P^* 
great importance to be left behind in the hands of the 
enemy. Silo took this opportunity to withdraw his forces, 
and was like to have paid dear for his defertion : for An- 
tigonus fell upon him, and would have infallibly defeated 
him, had not Herod come to his refeue. Joppa having 
foon after furrendered, he marched direftly to relieve his 
befieged friends ; and, notwithflanding the many ambullies 
which Antigonus laid in his way, with the treachery of 
Silo, who extorted money from both fides, and did all he 
could to obftruft, inftead of aflifting him, he reached 
MafTada, forced the enemy ^o raife the fiege, and was anJre- 
joyfully received by all his family Heves 

By this time Herod’s army was greatly increafed, not 
only by the garrifon of Maflada, but by other reinforce- 
ments, which came voluntarily from other parts, and g^inji je- 
enabled him to form the fiege of Jcrufalem. He took rufalem j 
Rhcfla in his way, and being come before the metro- proclaims 
polls, caufed a general amnefty to be proclaimed, ex- 
tending to all that had joined with Antigonus, provided 
they fhould come over to him within a limited time. An- 
tigonus addreffing himfelf to Silo, and the reft of the Ro- 
man foldiers, who were come to affift Herod in the fiege, 
obferved, “That it was a lhameful injuftice in the fe- Antigonus* j 
nute, to fet a private perfon on the throne, who was an 
Idumxan, or half Jew, contrary to the Jewifh laws and 
right of fucceffion ; that if they refented his receiving the 
crown from the Parthians, there were ftill enough left 
of the royal and faccrdotal race, who bad deferved, to the 
full, as well pf the Romans as Herod, and on whom they 
piight'more juftly beftow the royal dignity.” The contelc 

> Antiq. ibid. cap. xxvi, xxvii. Bell. Jud. ubi rupra, cap. yii. 
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between tbc two rivals rofc at length to fuch a height, 
that Antigonus caufed fome volleys of arrows to be (hot 
upon the enemy, and forced them to retire. Here arofe 
a frcfti mutiny, fuppofed to have been underhand en- 
couraged by Silo 5 his foldiers complaining aloud of the 
want of money and provifions, and demandiitg better 
quarters : Herod was forced to fend out for frelh fupplies, 
which came afterwards in fuch plenty, that there was not 
the leaft pretence left for a revolt. The city of Jericho, 
however, fell a facrifice to the Roman avarice ; they plun- 
dered it of all its riches, which amounted to an immenfe 
value. Then Herod was forced to fend them into winter 
quarters in Samaria, Idumaea, and Galilee, whlfft Anti- 
conus obtained of Silo, as a great favour, that part of the 
Roman army might be fent into Lydda, which Hill held 
out for his intcrcU *. 

The fcafon, by this time, being too far advanced to 
begin the fiegc of Jerufalem, Herod fent his brother 
Jofeph into Idumaea with a thoufand foot and four hun^ 
dred horfe, whilft he himfelf went and fecured his family 
in the city of Samaria. He afterwards took fome for- 
trefles in Galilee from Antigonus, and among others that 
of Sephoris, wfiich had been 'abandoned by the garrifon. 
From thence he fent a detachment into the territories of 
Arbela, which was infeftefl with banditti ; but as thofe 
troops could not drive them from their lurking-places, he 
marched againfl them with his whole army, and was as 
boldly encountered by their whole force. An obftinate 
fight enfued, in which his left wing began to give way j 
but he came fo timely to their aid, that he gained a com- 
plete victory ; by which he became mafter of all Galilee, 
except thofe rocky parts into which the defeated banditti 
retired. He rewarded his troops with a donative of a hun- 
dred and fifty drachms to each private man, and fo pro- 
portionably to thofe a higher rank, and then fent them into 
winter-quarters. Silo left hjm foon after to follow Ven- 
tidius into Parthia ; and Herod, who could hardly ftay for 
the return of the fpring, to put himfelf in aftion, refolved, 
if poflible, to rid himfelf and the country of thofe barbaS 
ous freebooters- 

When he thought he had pretty near reduced their 
gang, he left the country under the command of Ptolemy, 
at the head of as many forces as he thought would fufRce 
to keep it in awe \ and took the route to Samaria, 'where 

• AnCiq. ubi fopra, in fin. cap. xiii. Bell. Jud. ubi fuprai 
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he had left his family) with a determination either to 
begin the fiegc of Jerufalem, or bring Antigonus to a 
battle. He was no fooner gone, but thofe whom he had 
lately driven over Jordan, repafled that river, flew Pto- 
lemy, and ravaged the country afrefli; fo that he was 
obliged ife return with frefti forces, with which he fo 
effeftually deftroyed them, and their lurking-phees, and 
fined thofe towns fo feverely, which bad given them either 
flielter or relief, that he quite freed the province of that 
deftru£live vermin 

The Parthians having been defeated by Ventidius, that 
general, ^by order of Antony, fent Machseras, Mdth two 
legions and a thoufand horfe, to affift Herod in his war 
againft Antigonus •, but this laft having gained him over 
bjr a large fum, Machaeras would needs march towards 
him, under pretence of examining the Itrength of the 
place. Herod, having in vain tried to diflaude him from 
it, began to fufpeft him of fome treachery ; but held his 
peace for the prefent. But Antigonus, feeing the Ro- 
mans draw near the walls of Jerufalem, conceived fuch a 
jealoufyof them, that hecaufedhis men to let fly fomevol- 
lies of arrows and ftones againft them, which fo exafperatecl 
Mach?eras, that he returne'd to Emmaus, and turned his 
arms againft the Jews, flaying indiferiminately all that fell 
in his way, and among them a, number of Herod’s friends. 
Herod threatened to prefer his complaints to Antony in 
perfon, who was then employed in the fiege of Samo- 
fata 5 but Machaeras prevailed upon him to be reconciled, 
and to leave his brother Jofeph, and a number of forces 
with him, to carry on the war during his abfence ; on 
this condition, however, that they Ihould undertake no- 
thing that was hazardous till his return. Herod, at his 
arrival before Samofata, was received with all the marks 
of honour and efteem by the Roman triumvir, and did 
him many gallant fervices at that fiege : in requital of 
which, when the city was taken, Antony left Sofius go- 
vernor of Syria, with the command of the Roman forces, 
and orders to aflift Hejod with them whenever he fhould 
require his aid, 

Herod, on his return, found his aflFairs ftrangely altered 
for the worfe: his brother Jofeph, contrary to orders, had 
made an incurfion againft Jericho with his own troops, 
and five legions, which he received from Machaeras ; but 
the Roman horfe, being unfit for fuch rocky ground as 
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he was then encamped upon, the enemy furprifed and de- 
feated him, after a noble defence, in which himfelf was 
killed by Pappus the Roman general. Antigonus caufed his 
head to be cut off, and carried in triumph with him ^ but 
his brother Pheroras redeemed it at the price of fifty ta- 
lents. The confequence of this defeat was, the total revolt 
of Galilee, where the wealthieft of Herod’s party were bar- 
baroufly flung, in great numbers, into the lake of Tibe- 
rias. Idumsa was alfo on the point of revolting, when 
Herod appeared at the head of a frefh army, and in a 
little time reduced thofe two provinces again. His army 
ftill increafing, and Machaeras ftoutly defending himfelf 
againft Antigonus, a battle was foon fought between the 
two antagonifts, wherein Herod gained a complete vic- 
tory, and made a horrid flaughter of the enemy : Pappus 
being found among the dead, he ordered his head to be 
cut off, and fent to Pheroras. His eagernefs to revenge 
his brother’s death, made him purfue his flying enemy 
with fuch uncommon celerity, that, had he not been pre- 
vented by a violent ftorm, he might have gone ftraight to 
Jerufalem, and have taken it with eafe. Antigonus was, 
by that time, fo reduced, that he was upon the point of 
aoandoning the capital ; but now winter coming on, and 
the foldiers being unable to bear the fatigues of a fiege, 
Herod put them into winter quarters, and began to make 
preparations for opening it in the beginning of fpring®. 

Meanwhile he M^'ent to Samaria, and confummated his 
marriage with Mariamncf whom he had betrothed four 
years before. By this time he had got a reinforcement 
of thirty thoufand men ; and Sofius had been fent to his 
afliftance, at the head of eleven legions and fix thoufand 
horfe, befides fome auxiliary troops hired from Syria- 
By this numerous army Jerufalem was invefted. The be- 
fieged, on the other hand, were no lefs numerous, and 
refolute for a vigorous defence, the city being filled with 
Jews, who flocked thither from all parts of the kingdom. 
They annoyed the befiegers by frequent faliies, in which 
they deftroyed great quantities of their provifion and 
forage. But on the fortieth day of the fiege, the Ro- 
mans, in fpite of the ftout rcfiftance from within, found 
means to fcale the outward wallj and on the fiftieth they 
got within the fecond, when fome of the galleries about 
the temple being fet on fire, Herod threw all the odium 
gf it on Antigonus. The lower city being taken, the bc- 
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Eeged betook tbemfelves to the higher, and to the temple, 
where they fuflFered very much through famine, it being 
the fabbatic year. However, they built a new wall in- 
ftead of that which was beaten down, countermined the 
enemy, and fought fometlmes above and fometimes un- 
dcr-groifnd, with more defpair than courage. At len^thj U 
after a long and clofe fiege, Herod finding them as 
©bftinate as ever, ordered a general alTault to be made, 
which both his and the Roman troops performed with 
fuch vigour, that they forced them at length to furrea- 
der (L). 

The Romans, having difperfed themfelves through all 
the quarters of the upper city, made a terrible flaughter of 
the Jews, and plundered and ra\"aged every habitation* 

The very fanftuary was in danger of undergoing the 
fame fate, had not Herod prevented it, partly by intrea- 
ties, and partly by mere force. He fent, at the fame Sav^cf 
lime, a fevers meffage to Sofius, complaining, that if /hm 
this plunder and butchery was not flopped, the Romans ^ 

Would leave him king only of abate wildcrnefs; that, aa 
forhimfelf, he lhould look upon his fuccefs as the greafeft 
misfortune that could befal him, if it muft be attended 
with the profanation of ttiat facred place, the accefs to 
which was permitted to none but the Jewifh priefls. So- 
fius anfwered, that he did rif^t well know how to forbid 
his troops plundering a place that had been taken by 
nflault j fo that Herod faw himfclf under a neceflity of 
faving both temple and city from all further devaflation, 
by a large donative out of his own coffers. 

Thus was Jerufalem taken, after a fiege of fix months ; Yr. of FU 
and with its furrender, ended the reign of the Afmoneans, 
which had continued a hundred and twenty-nine years, 
from Judas Maccabeus to Antigonus, the laft male of that . 

race who bore the regal title. Sofius, having prefented a Antigonus 
crown of gold to the temple, left Jerufalem, ana con- put to 
veyed Antigonus in chains to Antony, by whom he was, 
at the earneft folicitations of Herod, put to a fliameful 
death, in the third year of his reign ^ 

Jofepli. Antiq. lib. XV. cap. I. Bell. Jud. lib. i. cap. 13. Vid, 

& UJer. Tub. A. M. 3967, 

(L) AtitigonuB came down and in the moft abjeft and 
from a tower, which he had de- fubmilfive manner implored his 
fended' ae long as he could, mercy, 
threw hlmfelf at Sofius’s feet, 
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SECT. V. 

^he Hijiory of the Jews from Herod to the Birth of 
Chrtft, 

H E reduftioh of Jerufaleni, and the death of Anti^i 
gonus, having fixed Herod upon the Jewifh throne^ he 
was foon obliged to employ his thoughts on two important 
concerns; the one to replenifh his coffers, exhaufted by 
the large fums with which he had been forced to buy the 
friendfhip of the Roman generals ; the other was to fup- 
prefs the oppofite fadlion, which, in fpite of hie rivafd 
ignominious death, retained an invincible attachment to 
the Afmonean family, and an irreconcileable hatred to 
his own. Thefe points, which could not be attained with- 
out a great deal of oppreffion, and muchbloodftied, we muft 
look upon as the main fprings of all his aftions, and the 
caufes of his uneafy reign. Being pofTefled of that metro* 
poliS) he caufed all the gold, filver, and other valuable 
things he found in it, to be carried into his own palace, 
by which rapine he amalTed immediately an immenfe trea* 
OppriJ/ion fure ; but as a great part of it had been promifed to the Ro- 
§fthe An^ mans, and was aftually given to them, he reimburfed 
iigonians* hin^felf by the forfeiture of the eftates of the Antigonian 
fadlion, caufing the wealthPeft of them to be feized, and 
forty-five of the principals to be put to death (M), Such 
watchful- Yiis jealoufy in this refpecEf, that he caufed guards to 

thtmB be planted at their gates, to examine, as they were carry-^ 
ing them to their graves, w^hether they were really dead, 
and whether any riches were co/iveycd off with their bo- 
dies ; in which cafe they were feized upon, and fent into 
his treafury. Upon the whole, his necefEties and profu- 
fion were fo great, that he fpared no extortion to fupply 
them ; infomuch that this being the fabbatic year, in 
which there was neither planting nor fowing, and all the 
country having been terribly plundered and ravaged, both 
before and during the fiege, nothing lefs than a grievous 
famine was expeded all over the land ^ 

B Antiq. lib. xv. cap. i. Bell. Jud. lib. i, cap. 13. 

(M) Herod, however, fpared luable Jew, who had been a 
that very Samcas, who had great partizan for Hyrcan a- 
sppeared the moft intrepid a- gainft him : and thefe were not 
gainfi him at his trial before the only infiances of Herod’s 
the fanhedrim ; as well as Pol- clemency, 
lio, another learned and va« 
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Herod had ftill another rival left, who, though at a 
great diftancc from him, and kept, as it were, a prifoner 
in Parthia, did not fufFer his mind 2o be at eafe. This 
was Hyrcan, the depofed king and high-prieft, whom Pa- 
corus had carried thither in chains. But when Phraartes 
came tsi be informed of his high birth and dignity, he 
generoufly took off his chains, and permitted him to live 
in Babylon, where he was highly refpedfed, not only by 
the great number of Jews, who dwelt in that city, but 
likewife by all thofe that lived beyond the Euphrates, who 
looked upon him as their rightful prince and high-prieft. 
Their veneration for him was raifed ftill higher, when 
they underftood that Herod had filled the pontifical chair 
with an old acquaintance of his own, named Ananel, a 
defeendent of one of thofe prieftly families that fettled at 
Babylon after the captivity, and whom that politic prince 
caufed to be fetched from thence, merely on account of 
his meannefs and obfeurity ; that, being without friends 
or intereft in Judaea, he might be contented with his facer- 
dotal funftion, without interfering with the royal prero- 
gative. 

Hyrcan might then have thought himfelf happy in his 
^xile, being thus refpefted by the Parthian king, and by 
all the Jews of the difperfion ; yet fuch was his love for 
his country, or rather his <;atal confidence in the new 
Jewifti monarch, that, as foon as he heard of his being 
on the throne, he conceived a great defiie of fpending 
the remainder of his life at Jerufalem. His friends, to 
whom he communicated his thoughts, tried in vain to 
difi'uade him from it, by reprefenting to him the folly and 
hazard of putting himfelf in that monarch's power, efpe- 
cially fince he could hardly expedl greater honour or hap- 
pinefs at Jerufalem than he enjoyed at Babylon. But 
Herod plied him with repeated invitations, and even fent 
Santacalla as bis ambafiador, with prefents to the Par- 
thian king, entreating him to allow the pontiff to return 
to Judsea 

In the midft of thefe tranfaftions Herod was not a little 
difturbed with domeftic jars. Alexandra, the daughter 
of Hyrcan, and mother of Ariftobulus and Mariamne, a 
woman of a haughty fpirit, could not bear, with any pa- 
tience, to fee an obfeure Babylonifti prieft preferred be- 
fore her fon to the pontifical dignity, from which Hyrcan 
was now difabled by the lofs of his ears. She was ever 

f Antiq. lib. XV, cap. 1. 
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cxpoftulatmg with him on the injury done to her fon, and 
infifting that the pontifical dignity belonging, in right of 
fucceflion to him alone, as being defcended by father and 
mother from Alexander Jann«us, none but he ought, in 
juflice, to be invefted with it. But Herod, confcious that 
the young prince had an equal right likewife to the regal 
dignity, which he now ufurped from him, was afraid to 
grant her the one, left (he fliould find fome means in lime 
of feizing upon the other. His refufal induced her to 
write to Cleopatra, not doubting but her intereft with 
Antony might greatly influence that general in favour of 
her fon. It was impoflible for her to carry on that cor- 
refpondence fo clofely, but Herod had fome intimation of 
it ; and, fearing the worft from thofe two intriguing 
princefles, he was forced for the prefent to confent to have 
Ananel depofed, and Ariftobulus invefted with that dig- 
nity, pretending that he had only given it to the former, 
till the latter was come to be of an age to perform the 
funflions. 

This condefcenfion of Herod, backed with fo plaufible 
an excufe, wrought a kind of reconciliation between them ; 
but which was nothing Icfs than fincere on either fide, 
efpecially on Herod's, who ftilF fufpefted the intrigues of 
the mother, and the merit of the fon, whofe high birth, 
and virtues, joined to a graceful perfon, attrafted the 
eyes and hearts of the whole Jewifh nation. Upon 
fome pretence, therefore, he quarrelled with Alexandra, 
forbad her to meddle with any public affairs, and at laft 
caufed her to be confined. to her palace, and to be clofely 
watched. In the mean time, Cleopatra having fent her 
and her fon an invitation to come to Egypt, fhe was eafily 

t erfuaded to accept it, fince fhe could now only look upon 
erfelf as Herod’s prifoner, from whofe jealoufy flic had 
every thing to fear. The difficulty was, how to conceal 
their flight from his watchful fpies ; Ihe intruded her de- 
fign only to two faithful fervants, one of whom was to 
procure her a fhip to cary them off, and the other to pro- 
vide two coffins, one for her fon, and the other for herfelf, 
to convey them in that manner to the fliip. But one of 
the two fervants inadvertently mentioned the matter to a 
third, whom he thought to have been in the fecret, who 
immediately took hold of this opportunity to ingratiate 
himfclf with Herod, and made a full difeovery of the de- 
fign. Herod flayed only till the mother and foil were 
conveyed fome part of the way in their coffins, and then 
caufed them to be arretted, and brought back. His fear, 

however. 
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hoVi^ever, of Cleopatra's rcfentmcnt, prevented his e:c- 
prefling his own againft them ; and fince he found it un- 
fafe to punifli them, he put on the mafic of clemency, and 
was outwardly reconciled to them ; but from that moment 
rcfolvcd to get rid of the young prince. 

An accident foon happened, which determitied Herod 
to haflren his death. At the feaft of the tabernacles, the Arijiobulus 
new high-prieft, who was then about feventeen years of officwtfs on 
a^e, appeared in his pontifical ornaments, and officiated 
with fuch majefty and grace, that the people thought they 
beheld all the merit and grandeur of his anceftors revived 
in his pfr^on. They could not forbear filling the temple 
and city with his praifes, which raifed the tyrant's jealoufy Kaifes Ht- 
to fuch a height, as made him refolve to put his cruel rod's jea^ 
deCgn in execution with the utmoft fpeed. Accordingly, 
as foon as the folemnity was over, he went with him to 
Jericho, where Alexandra had invited them to a fumptu- 
ous entertainment. The weather being hot, Ariftobulus Drowned 
was invited to bathe in a fine fifh-pond in that neighbour- in a bath, 
hood, where fome of Herod's hired creatures were fwim- 
ming ; and where, as foon as they had him in their hands, 
they kept him under water, till he was dead. The atro- 
cious deed was glofled over with the fpecious pretence of 
its being done in fport, by accident, and without any de- 
fign on the pontiff's life ; and Herod not only fcemed to 
believe it, but took all the pains he could to have it 
thought fo by the reft, by putting himfelf into die deep- 
eft mourning for him, ordering a ftately monument to be 
creeled to his memory, and his funeral obfequies to be 
performed with the utmoft magnificence. This was the 
end of young Ariftobulus, which filled the city and king- 
dom with inexpreflible grief : he died in the eighteenth Ananelrf 
year of his age, having fcarce enjoyed his dignity one ftortd. 
whole year, which, upon his death, returned to Ananel s. 

All this affedation of Herod was eafily feen through by Herod bt^ 
the people, and only rendered him more odious to them, comes odi- 
and much more fo to his own family. Alexandra, at the 
firft news of her fon's death, could fcarcely be kept from 
laying violent hands on herfelf ; but, upon cooler thoughts, 

Ibe refolvcd to conceal her refentment againft the tyrant, 
that Ihe might the more eafily compafs his ruin. She Alexandrt. 
wrote an account of his treachery to Cleopatra, who, 
moved rather by her ambition and avarice, than by a 
fcnfe of pity or horror for the crime, ceafed not to folicit 

E Antiq. lib, xv. cap. 3. 
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Antony to punilh the murderec, in hopes tliat after hi« 
death ihe might eaGiy obtain his kingdom for herfelf.' 
Antony, thus importuned, ficnt ordcts to Heiod to come 
and clear himfelf before him at Laodicea, whither he 
was then going, accompanied by Cleopatra. Herod was- 
obliged to obey^ though much agairrft his will ; but took 
care to bribe his judge fo high, that, upon his appearing 
before him, he was moft bafely abfolved, and Cleopatra’& 
avarice compenfated with the province of Coekfyria, in- 
ftead of that of Judaea. Before his departure, fufpefting 
that Antony harboured a defign to poflefs himfelf of Ma- 
riamne, the fame of whofe beauty had certainly inflamed 
the curiofity of the triumvir, he ordered his uncle Jofeph^ 
whom he left governor in his abfence, to put this prin- 
cefsto death, in cafe he himfelf fhould be condemned by 
Antony. This injumSfion, which nothing but the violence 
of his love fuggefted, Jofeph was fo imprudent as to 
communicate to Mariamne, who thenceforward enter- 
tained the utmoft horror of her hufband. Alexandra, be- 
ing alfo informed of the inhuman order, joined Mari- 
amne in perfuading Jofeph to leave the city, and put 
themfelves under the proteftion of the Roman eagles,, that 
were planted in the neighbourhood but this projeft waa^ 
rendered unneceflary by the news of Herod's acquittal. 
Their deliberations had not been kept fo fecret, but they 
reached the ears of his After Salome, who, in confetjuence 
of a female q,uarrel with Mariamne, infinuated to her 
brother, at his return, that a criminal correfpondence had 
been carried on in his abfence betwixt his uncle and his 
wife. Mariamne found means to convince him of her in- 
nocence in this particular^ but could not help upbraiding 
him with the barbarous order he had given to take away 
her life. This expoftulation awakened all his jealoufy. 
He was now perfuaded Chat nothing but guilty familiarity 
could have induced his uncle to difclofe the fatal fecret. 
In the flrft tranfports of his rage, he caufed Jofeph to be 
put to death, without hearing what he could fay in his 
own defence ; and Alexandra being put in chains, was 
conGned to a clofe prifon. 

His prefent troubles were, for a while, divertetl by the 
arrival of Cleopatra in Judaea, in her return from the 
Euphrates, whither flie had accompanied Antony. That 
prlncefs, whofe avarice was as infati^le as her luft, had 
difohliged Herod fenGbly by both thfle paflions. On one 
hand, (he had obtained from her paramour all the fertile 
territories of Jericho, which were by far the richeft and 

pleafaiueft 
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pleafanteft of all Judxa, efpecially upon account of tlie 
balm, and the great quantity of palm-trees which grew in 
it, and brought Herod a confiderable revenue. On the 
other, fhe was foliciting that monarch to an amour all 
the time fhe flayed in Jud?ea. Herod, who had conceived her 
a great averfion to her, was, in the midft of his magni- 
ficent entertainments, revolving fome means of putting * 
her 'to death, whilft he had her in his power; but his 
friends, dreading the confequences of fuch a fafl:, did not 
only difluade him from it, but prevailed on him to glut at 
leaft her avarice with coftly prefents. However, as he 
had refund to gratify her other predominant paflion, he 
feared her refentment for his refufal, joined with the in- 
vincible hatred which the Jews had conceived againlt 
him, M'ould one day prove fatal. To prevent which dif- 
afler, after he had accompanied her as far as Pelufium, 
he fortified the caftle of Maflada, and furniflied it with nxihoforti* 
arms and provifions for ten thoufand men, that at all fiesthe 
events he might have a fure place of refuge. At the fame 
time he took conftant care to fend that princefs the re- 
venues of thofe territories which Antony had given her, 
that fhe might have no opportunity of quarrelling with 
him upon that account^. 

But this attention was not fufficient to prev^ent the ef- Her refent* 
fefls of her refentment ; and»fhe laid fuch a plot againft 
him, tliat all his ftrength and courage were hardly fuffi- 
cient to fave him from ruin. She had obtained a great 
number of provinces from Antcfny, in Syria, Phcenice, and 
Arabia- The latter of thefe had paid tribute to her con- 
ftantly enough, whilft Antony was in power ; but after 
his defeat, at the battle of Aiftium, Malchus, then king 
of that country, refufed further payment. Herod, who 
had got a complete army, with which he defigned to 
afTift his friend Antony againft Ofilavius, received or- Yr. of FI, 
ders from him to turn his forces againft the Arabians. 

This was Cleopatra’s plct ; who, by bringing thefe two 

kings to a battle, propofed to get the territories of the 

conquered, let the vii^ory fall on which fide it would. 

But as her fpite againft Herod was moll prevailing, fhe 
fent one of her generals, named Athenion, at the head 
of an army, under pretence of ailifting him, but in reality 
to betray and ruin him \ becaiife fhe forefaw that he was 
like tp have the be|^r of his enemy. For Herod, upon ' 
the firft encounter, had given them a great overthrow, and 

^ Jofeph. Antiq. ubi fupra, cap. 5, Bell. Judi lib. vii. tap. zS. 
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obliged them to get a frcfti army together, which Malchua 
brought into Coelefyria. Here a fecond battle was fought 
near Cana, in vi^hich Herod was on tlie point of obtaining 
a newvidlory , when Athenion, who flood neuter all the 
time of the engagement, fell upon his troops before they 
could rally, cut the greateft part of the Jews in pieces^ 
and plundered their camp, Herod himfelf efcaping with 
great difficulty, with a fmall number of his men ^ 

Herod had entered into the feventh year of his reign S 
when Judsea was fliaken with fuch an earthquake, as had 
never been felt before, which deftroyed great numbers of 
cattle, and many thoufand perfons perifhed under the 
ruins of their houfes. His troops indeed efcaped the 
common ruin, becaufe he kept them encamped in the 
open field : neverthelefs, the great lofs which the king- 
dom fuflained by this calamity, obliged him to fend an 
embafly to fue to the Arabians for peace. But by this 
time the account of his lofs having been greatly magnified 
to them, they not only rejefted his offers, but flew the 
ambaffadors that brought them, and invaded Judaea, ex? 
pe£ling to have found it deflitute of defence. It was with 
the greateft difficulty that Herod kept his men from aban- 
doning him but having at length difpelled their fearsi 
and offered the ufual facrifices, he went to meet the ene- 
my on the other fide of the Jordan, and there gave them 
two fuch fignal defeats, that he forced them in their turn 
to fue for peace, and to accept it on his own conditions \ 
after which he returned in triumph to Jerufalem K 

But his happinefs was foon after troubled by the de- 
feat of Antony by Auguftus at the battle of Aftium, by 
which Herod faw himfelf deprived of a moft powerful as 
well as fteady friend, and on the brink of falling a facri- 
fice to the conqueror’s refentment. The beft expedient 
he could think of, under this confternation, was to fend 
advice to Antony to put Cleopatra to death, and to feize 
on her kingdom and treafures ; by which he might be 
enabled to raife new forces, and cither make a frefh effort 
for the empire, or, at the worft, obtain eafier conditions 
pf peace. He promifed him, on thofe terms, not to aban- 
don his interefl, but to fumilh him with money, troops, 
ftrong holds, and all othey afliftance to carry on the 
war againft his rival. Antpny was ftill too great a 
to that princefs, to confept t|^uch an expedient ; 

1 Antiq. pbi fupra, cap. 6. k Vide Uffer. Annal. Tub A.^M. 

3973 * ‘ Antiq. lib, btv. cap, B, & q, Bell. Jud. lib. i. cap. 14. 
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which infatuation, when Herod perceived^ he thought no 
more but how to make his peace with the conqueror on 
the beft terms he could obtain. He had ftill another dread 
upon him as great as the clifpleafure of Csfar^ Hyrcan, 
the only furviving male of the Afmonean race, had been plot a^aiujl 
formerly acknowleged king of Judaea, and as fuch had tfjrcan. 
entered into alliances with the Roman fcnate. Herod, on 
the other hand, had been chiefly upheld on his throne by 
the intereft of Antony ; and Alexandra, ever watchful for 
all opportunities of being revenged on the ufuiper, had 
begun to intrigue again, in hopes of deriving fome advan- 
tage from the late change of affairs. Herod, therefore, 
who ha^ his fpies about him, thought it unfafe to go to 
Auguftus, till he had drawn the father and the daughter 
into a fnare, which might afford him a pretence for put- 
ting the former to death ; he accordingly caufed him to 
be beheaded in the eightieth year of his age, for carrying 
on a clandeftine correfpondence with Malchus, king of 
Arabia ; a correfpondence into which Hyrcan had been tl 
inveigled by the emiffaries of Herod. headed. 

This monarch’s next care, before he departed, was to 
fequre his family, in cafe he fhould mifcarry in his ad- to Au^uJ- 
drefs to Auguftus. To t!hat end, he committed his mo- tus, 
ther Cypris, and his fifter Salome, to the care of his bro- 
ther Pheroras, whom he fgit into the caftle of Alexan- 
drion, with orders, to feize on the Jewifh crown, and Hhordm 
defend it to the laft, in cafe he heard that his affairs were to his bra* 
defperate. As for his wife Mariamne, and his mother 
Alexandra, he fent them into the ftiong fortrefs of Maf- 
fada, and put them under the care of his treafurer, named 
Jofeph, and Sohemus, one of his chief confidents, with 
exprefs orders to put thofe two princeffes to death, as foon 
as they fhould receive the news of his ill fuccefs at the 
emperor’s court, and then to join his brother, and affift him 
with all their power. Having taken thefe precautions, he 
embarked for Rhodes, where Auguftus then was; and 
having obtained an audience, appeared before that prince 
in all his royal ornaments, except his diadem. He made 
no difficulty to own his former attachment to Antony’s in- Bh/penh 
tereft, his affifting him with men, arms, money, and to Augufi 
other necelfaries for the war ; and even the counfel he tus. 
had given him, after his defeat, of killing Cleopatra, and 
fcizing on her kiq|?dom, and immenfe treafure. in order . 
to obtain a more ^vantageous peace. All this,” faid 
h?, I thought myfelf bound in honour, gratitude, and 
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fricndfhip, to do for Antony ; but fince he has reject ed 
my laft advice, and left me at liberty to make you a ten- 
der of my future fcrvices, if you think them worth your 
acceptance, and can forget what is pad, you (hall find 
me henceforth as fincere and ftedfad a friend to you, as 
I have been hitherto to your rival.” As an earned of 
which difpofition, he mentioned to him the timely fuc- 
cour he had lately given to Q^Didiiis, his governor in 
Syria, againft Antony's gladiators. Augudus was very 
much taken, both with his fpeech, and gallant beha- 
viour ; he had likewife been acquainted with the fuccour 
he had fent to Didius, and thanked him for it^ ^affuring 
him, that he readily accepted of his friendfhip, and con- 
firmed the kingdom to him \ in token of which friend- 
fhip, he ordered him to take up his diadem, and wear it 
in his prefence. Herod, pleafed with his good fuccefs, 
made fome prefents to Augudus and his favourites ; and 
was from that time in greater edeem with him than any 
other tributary prince ; fo that he returned to Jerafalem 
highly fatisfied with thefe additions of honour and power; 
but all this was foon foured, by the ill reception he met 
with from his favourite Mariamne, and her exafperated 
mother 

Thefe two princefles, looking upon their confinement 
at Maffada only as a more hpnourable imprifonment, and 
remembering with horror the bloody orders he had for- 
merly left with his uncle Jofeph concerning them, did not 
doubt but he had given tke fame to their two new guar- 
dians. To be fatisfied in this particular, they fpared nei- 
ther ptefents nor carefles, till they extorted the fatal fecret 
fromSohemusj fo that when Herod came to Maffada, 
and was going to embrace the queen with his ufual ten- 
dernefs, and to acquaint her with his fuccefs, he was fur- 
prifed to find all his careffes anfwered with fighs and tears, 
and other marks of grief and difdain. His refentment 
rofe to fuch a height, that it extorted from him the bit- 
terefl reproaches, accompanied with fuch menaces, as 
would have alarmed any woman but her. But his loye, 
which was no Icfs violent, feldom fuffered thofe failles of 
anger to be long-Uved ; till bis mother and fifter, tired 
and affrighted to fee him ftill agitated between thofe op- 

E ofite paffions, found out a way to work her effedfual ruin, 
y raifing the vileft furmifes and ea]^mnies againft her 
charafler. 


"I Antiq.nbi fupm, cap. lo, 
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In the mean time, Auguftus paffing through Syria in Hh mag- 
his way to Egypt, Herod, who went to meet him as far nificent 
as Ptolemais, entertained him and his army with incredi- 
ble magnificence. Befides a prefent that he made him of 
eight hundred talents, he took care to fumilh his army 
with bread, wine, and other provifions, as they marched 
through fome barren deferts, where they might have been 
otherwife in danger of wanting even bread and water. He 
accompanied him as far as Pelufium ; and that emperor 
was fo charmed with his politenefs and generofity, that he 
made him ride by his fide, whenever he went to review 
his troOp^ or uppn any diverfion Herod gave him the 
fame magnificent reception upon his return from Egypt, 
as he paired through Syria \ in recompence of which, 

Auguftus made him a prefent of the four thoufand Gauls, ^he emp€~ 
which had ferved as life-guards to Cleopatra ; and rellor- ror'j re~ 
ed 10 him the territories and revenues of Jericho, Gadara, 

Hippon, Samaria, Gaza, i^nthedon, Joppa, and the 
tower of Straton, on the fea-fidc; which made a confider- 
able enlargement both to his kingdom and revenues. 

But, upon his return to Jerufalem, he relapfed into his 
former difeontent and jealoufies, un account of his be- An*e Chr 
loved queen, wliofe averfion to him daily increafed; info- 2^, 

much that fhe came at laft to treat him with fuch con- — — 

tempt, and accompanied it wkh fuch bitter refledtions, aS Mariam- 
eafily convinced him, that her affettion was entirely alie- 
nated. Meanwhile his'fifter Salome continued to do her*^^^^^ 
all the ill offices in her power.^ She even fuborned his 
cup-bearer to accufe the queen of having bribed him to 
poifon his fovereign. In confequcnce of this charge, one 
of her favourite eunuchs was put to the rack, although 
the torture extrafted nothing from him, but that he be- 
lieved the queen was exafperated by the cruel order he had 
left with Sohemus ; a declaration which proved fatal to 
this officer, whom the king caufed to be put to imme- 
diate death, on the fuppofition that he durfl: not have re- 
vealed the fecret to her, unlefs he had made a criminal 
impreffion on her heart. 

He next ordered the queen to be publicly tried ; and, Tried and 
having packed a fet of judges of his own creatures, fhe condemned 
was found guilty : but they begged he would not precipi- 
tate the fentcnce, but confine her to fome calile, till he 
had more maturely confulted with his own heart. Sa- 
lome, who knew how apt her brother was to relapfe, and 
fearing fome difeovery of her treachery might come out to 
the queen, ihould her death be delayed, obtained an or- 
der 



170 


Alexan- 
dra's l^afe- 
nejs H her* 


Her Angu- 
lar beha- 
vtDur, 


Her death* 

Herod's 

rm9rfi. 


Yr. of FI. 
33x0. 

Ante Clir. 
a8. 


if gritvomi 
fiigut. 
Herod 
frerwj fu- 
rious^ and 
retiresM 


The Hi/loty of the Jews, 

dcr from him for her execution, under pretence that the 
nation would rife in arms for her, if he fuflFered her to live 
any longer. 

iviariamne bore her fate with heroic courage, and 
marched to the place of execution with incredible fere- 
nity, till an accident befel her, which put her conftancy 
to the fevereft trial. Her mother, the turbulent intriguing 
Alexandra, who expected nothing but to follow her in a 
ihort time, could think of no better expedient to avert 
the impending llorm, than trying to ingratiate herfelf 
with Herod, by infulting her unfortui;ate daughter. Not 
contented to load her with the bitteren: reproaches for 
her ingratitude and infidelity to the heft of hulbands, fhe 
made Icveral offers to ftrike her, and to pull her by the 
hair. Mariamne bore all thefe infults, without betraying 
any other change in her countenance, than fiiame at fo 
bafe an artifice ; wdiich, however, did not fucceed, as the 
fequel will fliew. Maiiamne fubmitted to her death, with 
great intrepidity ", and with her ended all the happinefs 
of her tyrannic hufband. 

Herod’s rage being quenched with the blood of that 
amiableprincefs, his love broke out the more fiercely, and 
filled him with fuch unfpeakable remorfe, that his life be- 
came a burden. In vain he tried to divert his grief with 
feaftings, and other diverf^ons ; Mariamne was ftill up- 
permoft in his thoughts : he called aloud upon her name ; 
and fometimes would order thofe of his attendance to 
fetch her to his prefence- A grievous peftilence, which 
fwept away multitudes of people of all ranks, added a 
frefh load to his mifery \ becaufe it was univerfally looked 
upon as a juft judgment on him for all the blood he had 
filed, and efpecially that of his injured queen. At firft 
he withdrew into fome of the neighbouring deferts, un- 
der pretence of hunting, but, really, to avoid the fight of 
men. At length, being feized with a violent diftemper 
ip his bpwels, he returned to Samaiia, where his phyfi- 
cians trie^l in vain to give him Tome eafe-, their medicines 
did but increafe his pain. His conftitution, however, got 
the better of his difeafe, but never could alter his four 
and brutifli humour, to which be abandoned himfelf more 
and more, as he recovered fiis health and ftrength. He 
degenerated, at length, to fuch a pitch of cruelty, that 
he fpared neither friend nor foe in his fits of rage \ and 
went on facrificing numbers of his relations and beft: 
friends to his pafiion, even to the day of his death. 

■ Aiuiq. cap. 16. 
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Alexandra, the bafe and unnatural mother of the vir* Alexandra 
tuous Mariamne, was one of the very firft that fell a vie- intriguet 
tim to his rage after her injured daughter. The hopes of 
Herod^s death, while he lay Tick at Samaria, had infpire4 * 
her with the thought of corrupting the governors of the 
two principal fortrefl’es of Judaea, one called Antonia^ 
near the temple, and the other in the city of Jerufalem, 
to deliver them up into her hands, together with Herod's 
children, pretending thereby to fecure the kingdom for 
his fons by Mariamne, in cafe of their father's death. 

But her reltlefs and intriguing genius was fo well known 
to thofe ^vernors, that, inftead of complying with her 
Tcqueft, they informed the king of it, who Tent orders 
back to have her immediately put to death; and the or- andisfni 
der was inftantly executed. His brother-in-law Cofto- death, 
bares, an Idumsean, had married Salome,, after Herod 
had put her firft hufband to death. This man, whom 
Herod had raifed from an inferior rank to the government 
of Idumaea, had juftly incurred his difpleafure, by endea- 
vouring to make himfelf and that province independent, 
and applying to Cleopatra for afliftance. Herod would 
have put him to immediate death, had not Salome inter- 
pofed ; but afterwards, being willing to get rid of him, ftie 
fent him a bill of divorce ; and, to juftify that unlawful Yr, of FJ. 
action to her brother, told him that (he had difeovered a 
treafonable defign, which was carried on by her hufband, “*’• 

in conjundlion with Lyfimachus, Dofitheus, and Anti- ' 
pater; and, as a proof of it, fhe affirmed, that he pri- CoJfoharej, 
vately kept the fons of Babas (N) under his protection, Esfr. put t§ 
contrary lo his exprefs commands ; all which particulars 
H erod having found true, he ordered every one of them 
to be put to death ^ 

Herod, having by this time rid himfelf of the Afmoncan 
race, and of their moft confiderable partifans, began to 
fhew a great difregard to the Jewifh religion, by abolifh- 

^ Antiq. lib, xv. cap. ii. 

(N)Thefe had been great fup- them; but he had let them 
porters of theAfmonean race, efcape, and had excufed the 
and, at the fiege of Jerufalem, matter to Herod, who, finding 
ftrenuoufly oppofed the open- now, that he had fent them 
ing of the gates to Herod ; for into an afylum, and maintain - 
which ^hat prince, upon his ed them there, put him, and 
taking the city, had given as many of them as he could 
.ckar|e to Cofiobarjcs to &ure find, to death. 

ing 
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ing fcveral of Its ceremonies, and introducing fome fo- 
reign cuftoms, which were forbidden by it. He built a 
ftately theatre in the city, and a fpacious amphitheatre in 
its fuburbs ■, and ordered public games to be celebrated in 
them every fifth year, in honour of Auguftus. In order to 
draw the greater concourfe to the games, he caufeil them 
to be proclaimed, not only in the neighbouring provinces, 
but in the moft diftant kingdoms ; and promifed magni- 
ficent prizes to thofe who fliould gain the viftory. Be- 
fides great numbers of the moft expert muficians, players, 
courfers, and gladiators, he caufed alfo fome of the 
fierceft wild beafts to be brought, and exhibite4 Vpon the 
ftage ; a circumftanee which did not a little difpleafe the 
zealous Jews, who thought it unlawful and inhuman to 
expofe men to the fury of wild beafts. But what exafpe- 
rated them moft, were the trophies with which he had 
caufed thofe fumptuous places to be adorned, and which 
they, miftaking for ftatues, thought contrary to their 
law; which forbids all kind of imagery, whether carved, 
or even painted. They therefore exclaimed, that he had 
profaned their city. 

Ten of the boldeft of the malcontents refolved at laft, 
upon entering the theatre with daggers concealed under 
their deaths, and either to ftab the king, or fome of his 
retinue ; not doubting but even their periftiing in the at- 
tempt would render the tyrant ftill more odious. They 
were not miftaken ; for Herod being informed of their 
defign by one of his fpies) and caufing the affaffins to be 
put to a moft excruciating death, the people were fp ex- 
afperated againft the informer, that they cut and tore him 
to pieces, and caft his flefh to the dogs. Herod tried in 
vain to difeover the authors of this outrage he ordered 
fome women to be put to the rack, and to extort from 
them the names of the principal mutineers, whom he 
caufed likewife to be hurried to death, together with 
their innocent families. This laft a£t of cruelty exafpe- 
rated the Jews to fuch a degree, that he expeded nothing 
lefs than a general revolt : to prevent which, h^ fet about 
fortifying Jerufalem, rebuilding Samaria (0),^ and gar- 

(O) He adorned it with mag- became very rich in a fliort 
nificent buildings, fortified it time. He gave it the name of 
with walls and towers, and in- Sebafte, which fignifies the 
viied fix thoufand foreigners to fame in Greek, as Auguftus in 
come and fettle there, who, Latin. • 

finding the foil very fertile, 

rifoning 
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rifoning feveral other fortreffes in Judaea, in order to keep 
the country in awe p. 

About the fame time, which was the thirteenth year 
of his reign, Judaea was vifited with a grievous drought, 
which brought on a famine, and ended in a raging pefti- 
lence; of which great numbers daily died, for want of 
proper help and fuftenance. Herod, whofe treafury was 
cxhaufted by building fo many cities and fortrelTes, was 
forced to melt down all his plate, and fend it to Egypt, 
to procure a frefh fupply of provifions, in order to flop 
the mouths of the people, who, as is ufual in fuch cala- 
mities, threw all the odium upon him. The drought 
having likfiwife killed fuch quantities of their flieep, that 
they had not wool fufEcient to cloathe themfelves againft 
the approaching winter, he took care alfo to procure a 
fufEcient fupply of it betimes •, and Petronius, the Roman 
prefeft then in Egypt, fo far befriended him, as to fend 
him a fufEcient quantity of neceflaries ; which Herod 
caufed to be immediately diftributed among his fubjefts^ 
but to the Jews preferably to any of the reft. This ge- 
nerofity, for the prefent, changed their hatred into admi- 
ration ; and his praifes were, for a while, the main fub- 
jed of their difcourfe; but? as he fooii relapfed into his 
cruel and favage humour, their love was as foon turned 
into hatred again, which continued to his death. 

As foon as the land had recovered itfelf from the late 
calamity, Herod went on with his buildings (P), parti- 
cularly His ftately palace near the temple of Jerufalem, 
in which the gold, marble, ceaar, and other precious 
materials, feemcd to outvie the workmanfliip. At the 
fame time he was not unmindful to ingratiate himfelf 
with the emperor, by more fubftantial fervicesthan build- 
ing of places to his honour \ for, Gellius having been 
fent with an army to attempt the conqueft of Arabia, 

P Antiq. lib, xv. cap. ii. 

(P) Amongft them, that of that no fhips could be fafe in 
Caefarea, was the moll mag- it, when the wind was at fouth- 
nificent next to Seballe. He weft, Herod remedied this ln» 
bellowed twelve years in the conveniency, at an immenfc 
finiftiing and adorning it. it labour and charge, and made 
flood on the coalls of Phoenice, it one of the moll convenient 
and was very convenient for havens on that coaft. He beau- 
crade ; .but had, till then, a tiEed alfo the place with ftately 
very ^dangerous harbour, fo buildings (i). 

(i) Antiq. lib. XV. cap. 13. 
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Herod failed not to fend him very conGderable fuccours, 
and, amongft the reft, five hundred of the ftouteft of his 
guards : and, though that enterprize proved unfuccefT- 
ful to the Romans, in a country where the air, water, 
and aliments, were as hoftile to them as the temper of the 
people S yet Herod’s afliftance proved fo ufeful and fca- 
fon able, that Cxfar could not avoid being highly pleafed 
with his attachment ^ 

This year alfo he married another Mariamne, who 
was the daughter of a Jewifti prieft of Alexandria, named 
Simon, the fon of Boethus, a woman of extraordinary 
beauty. To raife her father up to a condition fit for fuch 
an alliance, he placed him upon the pontifical ebair, after 
having difipofTefled Jefus, the fon of Phabaeus, of that 
dignity. Soon after thofe nuptials, he built the mag- 
nificent palace of Herodion, on the place where he 
had formerly defeated the Antigonians. The fituation of 
it was fo inviting (Q^), that the Jews, and other people, 
gladly came and built round it \ fo that from a palace it 
foon became a confiderable city ■. 

By this time Herod feemed to be at the height of all his 
wifties : his being in fuch high efteem with Auguftus, made 
him either loved or feared by Ris fubjedls and neighbours ^ 
and therefore, that he might cultivate that prince’s favour 
ftill more, he fent his two .favourite fons, whom he had 
by Mariamne, and who were grown up by this time, to be 
educated under his eye. Pollio, his intimate friend, was 
ordered to provide a ftately houfe at Rome ; but the em- 
peror took that care off his hands, and afligned them 
apartments in his own palace : and fo well pleafed was he 
with the confidence which their father put in him, that 
he gave him full power to name which of them he.pleafed 
to be his fucceffor. He likewife added feveral provinces 
to his kingdom ^ 

Auguftus not only lent a 3eaf ear to Zenodorus (R), 
and others who accufed him of oppreflion, tyranny, and 

other 


q De hoc Bell, vide Strab. lib. xvi. ' Antiq. ubi fupra, 

& Bell. Judaic, lib. i. cap. i6. > Plin. lib. v. cap. 14. t Antiq, 

j.b. jiv. cap. 13. 

(Q^) This ftately building (R) Zenodorus was tetrarch 
ftood on a pleafant hill, about of a fmall toparchy, which he 
feven miles from Jerufalem ; governed fo ill that itiwas ta- 
and had the profp^, as well ken from him and fubjeifted to 
as command, of the country Herod. Zenodorus of confe- 
round about, qucnce became the inveterate 

enemy 
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other crimes ; but he appointed him his procurator in 
Syria, and forbad his governor there to undertake any 
thing without his knowlege and advice. Herod took this 
favourable opportunity to obtain a tetrarchy for his brother 
Pheroras, that he might live according to his birth, and 
without depending upon his fuccelTor's favour after his 
death- In acknowlegement for all thefe favours, Herod, 
having accompanied the emperor to the fea-f oft, built a 
fumptuous temple in honour of him, all of fine white 
marble, near the Panium, or place whence the Jordan 
has its origin. The vaft number of edifices he built, and 
adorned with carvings, and other imagery, which the Jews 
looked upon as deftruftive of religion and good manners, 
fo exafperated them againd him, that he was forced to 
remit them a third part of their yearly tribute. His pre- 
tence indeed was, that the laft grievous dearth, which had 
greatly impoverifhed the land, required this indulgence; 
but, it was really extorted from him by the fear of thofe 
murmurs and private meetings of the people, which were 
now more frequent than ever. However, to let them fee, 
that he was neither infenfible of their mutinous cabals, 
nor afraid to put a flop to them, he ilTued out an edift, 
exprefsly forbidding all public and private aflemblies, 
•whether on account of feafts, or any other pretence, un- 
der the fevered penalties. BiU, as he not only had his 
fpies every-where, but fometimes mixed himfelf among 
them in difguife, he quickly found all thefe precautions 
were likely to prove to little purpofe to keep the people in 
obedience. He therefore bethought himfelf of exafting 
an oath of fidelity; but this new impofition was fo ftre- 
nuoufly refufed by PoUio, or Hillel, and Shammai, at 
the head of the whole feft of Eflenians, and by all the 
chiefs of the Pharifees, that he was forced to fet it afide, 
without venturing to fhew any refentment againfl thofe 
that had oppofed him in it, for fear of exafperating the 
whole nation 

He fell, foon after, upon a much better expedient to 
quiet them, and, at the fame time, to fatisfy his invincible 

u Antiq. lib, xv.cap. 1 3. 

enemy ofHerod, againfl whom perceived fuch marks of the 
he trumped up divers accufa- emperor’s partiality to Herod, 
tlons, and prevailed upon 0* that, before the trial, they were 
thers ta reinforce his com^ driven to defpair, and made 
plaints : but when they re- away with themfelves. Ze- 
paireef to Antioch, in order to nodorus took away his own life 
fupport their allegations, they by a flrong dofe of poifon. 
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de(irc of eternizing his memory, by the number and mag<« 
nificence of his buildings. The great attachment which 
they had for their temple, made him conceive the hopes, 
that his rebuilding it in a more llately mapner, would not 
fail to recommend him, not only to the prefent Jews, but 
alfo to pofterity. The difficulty was, to convince them q£ 
his being both willing and able to rear fuch a coftly edt^' 
fice ; for this purpofe he harangued them in a fet fpecch^^ 
wherein, with his ufual eloquence, he failed not to dif- 
play his zeal for the glory of God, and for promoting the 
true religion. He reminded them how vaftly inferior that 
facred place now was, to that which had been formerly, 
built by Solomon. ^ He laid, now that God Wab pleafed, 
not only to raife him to the Jewifli throne, but to blefs 
him with peace and affluence, and with the friendlhip of 
the Romans, he thought himfelf bound to make fome 
fingular acknowlegement to him for all thofe bleffings ; and 
hoped, that the rebuilding of his temple, in the manner 
he propofed, could not but be acceptable both to him and 
them : he concluded with afluring them that he would 
not move a flone from the old edifice, till he had pre- 
pared all the materials for the new. As fopn as he had 
gained their confent (S), he fet immediately ten thoufand 
artificers to work, under the direAion of a thouland 
priefts, the heft {killed iii carving and mafonry. One 
thoufand carts were likewilc employed in fetching the ma- 
terials j and, in a word, fuch a number of hands was en- 
gaged, and fuch expedilj^on ufed, that he got every thing 
ready within the fpacc of two years ; at the expiration of 
which the old edifice was pulled down, and the new 
temple reared with fuch difpatch, that the holy place was 
finiflied in eighteen months^. The remainder took up a 
little above eight years ; by which time it was, if not 
wholly finifhed, yet made fit for divine fervice, according 
to the king’s firft defign. The temple, properly fo callecT, 
or holy place, was but fixty cubits high, and as many in 
breadth \ but in the front he added two wings, projedUng 
twenty cubits more on each fide ; which made a front of 
one hundred and twenty cubits in length, and as many in 
height, with a gate fcvcnty cubits high, and twenty in 

X Antiq. lib. xv. cap. ult. 

(S) We muft not, however, the fame rebuilt, enlarged, sInd 
look upon this building as a adorned, upon the old founda- 
new temple, diftindt froni that tion, atid with the famp ma- 
of Zerubbabel ; but rather bi terii^, as far as they could go, 

breadth. 
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breadth, but open, and without any doors The (tones 
were white marble, twenty-five cubits in length,, twelve 
in height, and nine in breadth, all wrought and poliflied 
with exquifite heauty *, the whole refembling a (lately pa- 
lace, whofe middle being confiderably raifed above the ex- 
tremities of each face, made it afford a beautiful vifta, at 
a great diftance, to fhofe that came to that metropolis (T). 

Inftead of doors, the gates clofed with very collly veils, 
enriched with variety of flowering of gold, filver, purple, 
and every thing that was rich and curious ■, and on each 
fide of the gates were planted two (lately columns, from 
whofe coftyces hung golden feftoons, and vines, with their 
clufters of grapes, and leaves, curioufly WTought. As for 
the galleries that furrounded this facred place, the porti- 
cos, towers, courts, and other embellifhments of it, we do 
not defign to fwell this fe£llon with them, hut refer our 
readers for a fuller account to Jofephus, the Talmud, and 
fuch other writers as have been at the pains of compiling 
their feveral defcrlptions from them, viz. UEmperciir, 

Grotius, Le Clerc, Lamy, Prideaux, Whifton, Calmct, &c. 

Whilft the work of the temple was carrying on with Yr. of FJ. 
fuch furprifing expedition, a^ raifed the admiration of the 
Jews, Herod made a voyage to Rome, to pay his compli- 
ments to the emperor, and a paternal vifit to his tM^ofons, _ , _ 
Auguflus received him with all the marks of frienddiip, Herod guet 
and entertained him in the moft fumptuous tnanner. I'he io Rome, 
Jewifh monarch could not but be highly pleafed to behold 
his foils fo greatly improved undefir the care of that empe- 
ror. He acknowleged the favour in terms, and by pre- 
fents anfwerablc to the high fenfe he had of the obliga- 
tion ; and, after a (hort (lay, took the two princes back Bnfr^s 
with him into Jud?ea. There they were received with the i’ack his 
loudeft acclamations of the people, who could not for- 
bear admiring their majeftic port and behaviour ; which, 
joined to the excellent education they had received in 
Jtaly, had rendered them, in all rcfpedls, truly accom- 
piifhed princes. He married them foon after to fuitable Marries 

them. 


Y Bell. Judiac. lib. vi. cap. 6. 


(T) This fuperflrLU^Lire, reduced to the height of one 
which was properly reared on hundred, A proje<4 was fet 
the old foundation, without on foot for railing it again to 
fufficient additions to it, prov- its former height in Nero’s 
ed, as rofephus tells, too hea- time; but, upon fome account 
vy for ft, and funk down about or other, it was fetafidc. 
twenty cubits ; fo that it was 

VoL. III. N matched j 
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matches ; Alexander to Glaphyra the daughter of Arcfrc^^ 
laus king of Cappadocia^ and Ariftobu-lus to Berenice tlie 
daughter of his fitter Salome *. 

But the admiration and love which the people exprefled 
for thofe two excellent princes, failed not to raife the en- 
vy and jealoufy of the rettlefs Salome, and of thofe of her 
accomplices, who had forwarded the death of Mariamne, 
as they had reafon more than enough to fear their avenging 
that princefs's death. To prevent fo juft and fad a cataf- 
trophe, they had recourfe to their vile artifices, which had 
fucceeded fo well againft that innocent princefs. They 
began with fpreading reports abroad, that the^ty^o young 
princes could not endure their father, whom they looked 
upon as ftill reeking with the blood of their mother; not 
doubting but, when the rumour reached that jealous mo- 
narch’s ears, it would inevitably render them obnoxious 
to him, and haften their ruin. In the mean time Agrip- 
pa being arrived in Afia Proper, Herod went to invite him 
into Judaea ; where having fliewed him his new-built ci- 
ties of Sebaftc, Alexandrion, Csefarea, &c. he conduced 
him to Jcrufalem*. The people met them, at fome dif- 
tance from that metropolis, in their feftival drefs, and at- 
tended them, with loud acclamations, into the city, where 
Agrippa’s reception was fultable to the magnificence of his 
boll: (U). In the fucceedifig fpring, Herod joined Agrippa 
with his fleet at Lefbos, and they proceeded together 
againft the Bofporans. On his return to Jerufalem, he af- 
fembled the Jews, and icquainted them with the fuccefs 
of his arms, and thofe of Agrippa, in that expedition. 
He likewife remitted the nation a fourth part of their tri- 
bute ; which made fome fatisfaftion for the late murmur- 
ings, occafioned by a law he had enadled againft robbers, 
decreeing that every convidi fliould be fold as a Have into 
foreign countries ; fo that their flavery was rendered per- 
petual, contrary to the law of Mofes. But, whilft things 
went thus fmoothly on in his kingdom, his family was 
plagued with Inteftine jais, occafioned by the hatred which 
Salome bore to his two worthy fons. The truth is, they 
fpoke both of her, and of her brother Pheroras, in fuch 
terms, as raifed a dread of fomething worfe from them. 
They even ventured to complain fometimes of the injuf- 
lice done their mother, and, in their behaviour, (hewed 

z Antiq. lib. xvi, cap. %. > Antjq. lib. xvi. caj 3 . t. 3, 

Vide &Philo. Legal. ad Cai. p. 1033, c 

(U) Agrippa facrificed a whole hecatomb at the temple. 
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fo little tenderncfs towards their father, that Salome found 
it an eafy matter to alienate his affe£lion from them. To 
fupprefs, in fome meafure, the prcfumption of the two 
brothers, Herod caufcd Antipater, another of his fons (X), 
whom he had till then educated in a private manner, to 
be brought to court, where he heaped fuch favours on 
him, as only rendered him more obnoxious to them, and 
them more indifcreet in their fpeeches againft their fa- 
ther, all which were Hill repeated to him, and very often 
aggravated j whilft Antipater, wholly employed to culti^ 
vate a good underftanding with him, was careful never to 
let a wofid«efcape him to the prejudice of his two brothers ; 
though he did not fail to employ more effedlual means for 
their deftruftion. 

Among many other marks of Herod’s affeftion to this 
favourite fon, he recalled his mother, whom he had re- 
pudiated to marry Mariamnc, and obtained of Agrippathe 
favour of his accompanying him to Rome, and of his be- 
ing prefented to the emperor ; fo that, by this time, every 
one began to look upon him as his father’s fucceffor. An- 
tipater fet out accordingly ; but, to prevent his two rivals 
regaining their father’s fayour during his abfence, he 
ceafed not, both by his letters and his agents, to turn his 
heart againft them 5 till at length Herod began to look 
upon them as enemies, and refdlved to take them with him 
to Rome, and to try them at Caefar’s tribunal Auguf- 
tus being at Aquilea, Herod went thither, accufed his 
two fons of high-treafon, and demanded juftice againft 
them in fuch vehement terms as drew floods of tears from 
both. But Alexander pleaded his own and his brother’s 
caufe with fuch becoming modefty, as eafily convinced 
both the emperor, and the audience, of their innocence. 
Auguftus, in a genteel manner, reproved Herod for his 
too rafli belief, and reconciled them together j but it was 
not likely this peace ftiould be long-lived. The father was 
too jealous, his fons were too indifcreet, and their ene- 
mies too cunning and indefatigable, not to give caufe for 
frefti diflenfions. Herod himfelf laid the foundation for a 
new and dangerous rupture, by a fpeech which he made 
cn the Jewifh affembly, upon his return with his fons to 
Jerufalem. Having acquainted them with his fucrefs at 
Rome, he declared to them, that it Was indeed his inten- 

Antiq.lib, xvi. cap. 6, 

(X)* This lafl foil he had by calls Doris, and the fourth 
another wife, whom jofephus bpok of Maccabees Do^hez* 

N 2 ti^i, 
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non, that his fons fliould reign after him, and not till 
then ; Antipater firft, and then Alexander, and laftly 
Ariftobulus; but that, whilft he lived, be did not think fit 
ta part with the reins of government. This declaration 
was indeed calling a bone of difcord among his fons, and 
fo it proved in the fequel ^ 

By this time the city of Caefarea being finifhed, Herod 
caufed the dedication of it to be performed with the 
greateft pomp and fplendor, and appointed games to be 
performed in it with the utmoft folemnity every fifth yearr 
Llvia, the emperor's wife^ contributed towards the ex- 
pence of thoCe fports five hundred talents out of dier own 
coffer i and Herod entertained his guefts there, who were 
very confideratrle, both in quality and number, with fur- 
prifing magnificence'^; infomuch that Auguftus faid of 
him, that his foul was too great for his kingdom ; and 
that he deferved to have been king of Syria and Egypt. 

Herod might have viewed, with no fmall pleafure, both 
himfelf and the whole Jewifli nation, refpefted and pro- 
tefled by the emperor and the fenate on one hand, and by 
his friend Agrippa on the other; but his domeftic jars,, 
which daily increafed by the machinations of his brother 
and fifter, and the empiincfs of his coffers, which he had 
exhaufted by his profufenefs in buildings and feafts, made 
him too wretched to tafte ^any pleafure in other things. 
To remove thefe two corroding fores, he betook himfelf 
to remedies more defperate than the difeafe. To fupply 
his prefent neceflities, hd caft his eyes on the tombs of 
David and Solomon, out of which he had heard, or pre- 
tended to have heard, that Hyrcan had formerly drawn? 
fome large fums ; and. thofe places, he thought, would 
prove a lafting fund for his extravagant expences. Ani- 
mated by this hope, he executed his defign with the iit- 
moft privacy ; and went to the place in the night, accom- 
panied only with fome few confidents, where, inftead of 
the coined gold and filver he expelled, he found only a 
quantity of rich veflels, curioufly wrought, which he caufed 
to be carried off. Not content with thefe, he ventured 
farther, to fearch into the very coffins of the dead mo-i 
narchs ; but fome fudden damp, or as Jofephus calls it, u 
miraculous flame, which confutned two of his guards^ 
having feared him and his retinue, put a flop to his far- 
ther fearch. Herod, to make fome fatisfadtion for, his fa- 

c Antiq. lib. xvi. cap. 8, r Ibid, cap, & feq. 

crilegc-^ 
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crilege^ caufed a ftately monument of white marble to be 
crefted at the entrance of the fepulchre ^ 

But his cruelty to his fons, and their friends, rendered His cruelty 
him ftill more abhorred. His vile fifter had raifed his 
jealoufy againft them to fuch a height, that he afted 
more like a furious tyrant, than a father or king, filling 
the city with blood, and turning his own palace into a 
flaughter-houfe. Alexander had been accuft-d to him of 
having corrupted, by dint of prefents and piomifes, two and to their 
of his favourite confidents, namely, his hlgh-ftevv^ard and JHendst 
cup-bearer. Heroil ordered them immediately to be put 
to the r.ick ■, whereupon they cunfclfed their having indeed 
received Tome prefents from that prince ; but denied his 
having betrayed to them any ill defign againft the king. 

This confeflion not fitisfying his jealoufy, they were tor- 
tured afrefh, till he h^id extorted enough from them to juf- 
tify his fending his fon to prifon, and loading him with 
irons. Here the young prince grown defperate, fent his Alexan- 
father four different confeffions, in which he owned all, 
and more than the torture had extorted from the other 
two, and at the fame time accufed Salome and Pheroras, * 
with two of the king’s prime minifters and favourites, of 
being all alike concerned in'the plot. He declared in par- 
ticular, that Salome had even ventured to come to him in 
the dead of night, and lyirig down by him, had ufed 
many cogent arguments to convince him, that they muft 
expedt neither peace nor happinefs, till they had rid them- 
felves of the tyrant - 

This accufation, which was only calculated to fet all Raifes 
on fire, had the defired effeft ; and the jealous king, not ntore bloody 
knowing whom to truft, flew into the greateft excelTes 
of cruelty. There was now nothing to be heard of but 
racks, imprifonments, and dreadful executions abroad, 
whilft the tyrant was fo tormented with fears at home, 
that he often ftarted out of bed, as if purfued by his fons 
and their accomplices. Thus it was hourly expedlcd 
when thefe fits of rage would have ilfued in frenfy, or 
haftened his fon's execution ; when Archelaus, king of 
Cappadocia, and the father of Glaphyra, came, in a lucky 
minute, and, by his interpofition, fettled a calm again, 

9t leaft for a time. Pheroras, hearing of this reconcilia- 
tion, found no better expedient to obtain Herod’s pardon, 
than W coming in a mourning drefs, and, at his feet, 

Confefling himfelf the author of all the flanders raifed 

f Ibid. cap. 
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againft the two princes. Herod, thus reconciled to hU 
fons, fet out with them for Rome, to acquaint the empe^ 
ror with the whole affair, after having accompanied Ar- 
chelausas far as Antioch in his way homewards He 
was indeed under an obligation to clear his fon at the 
Roman court, becaufe he had, after their fecond rup- 
ture, exhibited feveral grievous complaints againft him to 
the emperor. 

During his journey to Rome, the bands of robbers, whom 
he had driven out of Trachonitis, having taken ftielter in 
Arabia Petroea, under the proteftion of Obodas the king of 
that country (Y), had made fuch terrible inroads into Ju- 
dxa, that Herod, pn his return, put all theif "relations 
and friends to death ; an e^tecution which made them 
more defperate than ever. By this time, the temple being 
finifhed, Herod caufed the dedication of it to be performed 
with his ufual magnificence, and in the following fpring 
fet about fupprefling the Trachonitifh robbers. He began 
with a law-fuit againft Sylteus for fixty talents which he 
had lent him ; and having gained his caufe before the 
prefefts of Syria, Saturnius and Volumnius, Syllseus, in- 
ftead of paying the money, ftole away to Rome. Herod 
having got leave of thofe two ' governors to right himfelf 
by arms, marched into Arabia, and there defeated the 
robbers, demolifhed their /:aftle, and returned to Jeru- 
falem, without taking any further revenge. But this ex- 
pedition had like to have coft him dear, through the trear 
chery of Syllaeus, who preferred a complaint to the em- 
peror, and aggravated the wrongs done to the Arabians 
to fuch a degree, that Auguftus fent him a very fharp re-r 
proof, and would have wholly caft him off, had not he 
been better informed in thefequel. Herod fent two cm- 
baflies to that prince, but neither of them had been able 

* Antiq. lib, xvi. cap. 13. 

(Y) This prince bad a fa- hatred between them, whlcft 
vourite minifter named Syllaeus, Syllaeus improved; by perfuad? 
who had formerly made his ing Obodas to protedt thofe 
addreffes to Salome ; but He-: banditft, who accordingly af- 
rod refufing to give herto him, ligned them the forcrefa of 
unlefs he turned Jew, and Syl- Repta for a place of retreat, 
lx us not daring to confent to fmm which they fallied out 
it, ftie had been given to A- and committed innumerable 
lexas, one of Herod’s confi- outrages and cruelties, ^both in 
flents. Hence arofe a mutual Paleftine and Coclefyria (ij. 

I 

Antiq. lib. xvi. ^ap. VI.&13. 
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to get an audience. At length he employed Nicolas Da 
mafeen, who finding how prejudiced the emperor was 
againft hia mailer, contrived a happy expedient to ex- 
plode all the accufations of Syll^us, by means of the am- 
baffadors of the Nabathean Arabs, without difeovering 
his errand, till they had cleared the way for his admit- 
tance (Z). Augufbus being now fatisfied of Herod's in- 
nocence, and of his own too great credulity, was thinking 
Cohave taken the Nabathean kingdom from Aretas, and 
to have made him a prefent of it; but while he was de- 
liberating about it, frelh complaints came to him from 
that unhappy monarch againft his fons, which diverted 
the emperor from purfuing his defign. 

Salome and Pheroras had again alarmed Herod with new 
plots and aflaffinations intended againft him by his fons ; 
and though, upon enquiry, nothing could be proved 
againft them, but a defign of retiring into fome other 
country, where they might peaceably outlive their father's 
tyranny ; yet the jealous king took all the reft for granted 
upon this Angle evidence, and fent two of his minifters 
to Rome, with orders, that, if they found the emperor 
reconciled to him, they Ihould deliver his letter, and 
obtain juftice againft the two young princes. Augultus 
having read the letter, and finding Herod defperately bent 
upon the ruin of his unfortvinate fons, fent immediately 
orders to have them tried at Berytus, before the governors 
of Syria, and other neighbouring provinces, and in par- 
ticular before Archelausj and, /if they were found guilty, 


(Z) Thefe were come to 
demand juftice againft SyUaeus^ 
who had by that time caufed 
Obodas to be poifoned, and 
was foliciting the emperor for 
that kingdom ; but the Naba- 
theans having let up a king of 
their own,, fent rhis embalTy 
to Rome, to have him con- 
firmed there, and the alTalTm 
puniftied. 

Damafcen, therefore, hav- 
ing privately gained them, di- 
refted them how to manage 
their audience in fuch a man- 
ner, as to clear Herod of all 


all that was laid to his charge, 
without betraying any other 
defign than that of accufing 
Syllaus. The plan fucceeJ- 
ed to his wifh, and Damafcen 
putting himfelf at the head of 
their embafty, managed his 
accLifation with fuch addrefs, 
backing it with the fuftrages of 
his Nabathean colleagues, that 
Syllseus, who was then pre- 
fent, could not dlfprove one 
Angle point ; but was con- 
demned to pay Herod's debt, 
and then to lofe his head (2)* 


fi)Conf, Antiq. ubi fupra, cap.xiii. & lib. xvii. cap. 4. Strab. 
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he give their father leave to punifli them as he ftiould 
Yr. of FI. think fit. Herod convened them all, except the Cappa- 
»34-a- docian king, whom he fufpedded of too great partiality to 
Ante Clir. jiisfons; ami having left chefe two unfortunate princes 
' under a ftrong guard at Piatoiie, a fmall town of the Si- 
PUaiij /itj donians, he pleaded his own caufe before an aflembly of 
9 wn caufe above five hundred perfons ; but with fuch violence as 
againjl rather raifed their indignation than pity. He fpared for 
thtm* neither evidence nor arguments to have them condemned 
to die ; and concluded with telling them, that being a 
king, he might have done it by his own authority, ac- 
cording to the laws of Judxa ; but that he rather chofe to 
have them tried before fuch an aflembly, to avoid the im- 
putation of injuftice or cruelty, After a full hearing Sa- 
tufnius, who had been formerly conful, voted that they 
fliould be punifhed indeed, but not with death, and was 
feconded by his three fons, who were then his lieutenants ; 
Gets them but they were over-ruled by Volumnius, who condemned 
condemned, them to death, and the reft of the judges acquiefeed in 
his opinion : only they left it to Herod to execute the 
fentence when and how he fliould think fit. 

Damafcen Damafceii, on his return from Rome, tried in vain to 
pleads for difluade him from too raflily depriving himfelf of two 
and leaving himfelf in his old age to the mercy 
wuanrs him ambitious Antipatcf.r Tyro, another old experi- 

agahji fns enced foldier, came likewilc, and freely told him the dan- 
fon Anti- ger he was in from that young prince, who, he aflured 
pater, entertained fome ti^afonable defigns againTt him, 

whilit the chiefs of the Jewilh nation, to whom he was 
, grown odious on that account, highly pitied his two con- 

demned fons, as lefs guilty than that brother, Herod 
inflfted on his naming thofc chiefs ; and they were imme- 
diately imprifoned. Tyro himfelf was, by the lubtlety of 
Salome, accufed by Herod's barber of having hired him 
to cut his throat. Herod had recourfe to the rack, which 
was adminiftered to the accufer, and to Tyro and his fon, . 
a youth of about the age of Alexander; and the latter, to 
fave his father from the torture, confefled, that himfelf 
alone, without his father's privity, had refolved to kill 
Vke two him, and to fave Alexander, Scarce any body believed . 

his confeflion but Herod, who thereupon caufed his two 
fons to be conveyed to Sebafte, and there ftrangled, or, as 
the fourth book of the Maccabees has it, hanged on a poll 
or gallows. Their bodies were afterwards buried at Alexr 
andrion, among their Afmonean anceftors 

t Antiq, ubi fuprii cap. xvii. & libi yi'h cap- 9« 4 Macc. cap, ult. 
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Antipater having now no rival left but his father and 
Pheroras ; the latter, though highly obliged to his bro- 
ther, having difagreed with him, they both entered into 
a plot to take him ofF as foon as poflible. iHerod had 
about this time fent Glaphyra, Alexander's widow, back 
into Cappadocia, and returned her dowry out of his own 
coffers. There were flill two fons left of hers, and two 
which Ariftobulus had by Berenice, whom the king had 
caufed to be carefully educated. He had likewife expreffed 
an uncommon concern for them, as well as a remorfe for 
the untimely death of their father ; and as he found him- 
felf upoij the decline, he was contriving how to have thofe 
young princes fo advantageoufly matched, that he might 
fee them fafely and happily fettled before he died. But 
Antipater, who looked upon them in another view, found 
means to break all his meafures, and to perfuade him to 
change the difpofition of his family, contrary to his firft 
defign S It will not be amifs here to give an account of 
that monarch’s wives, and of their iffue, in order to un- 
derftand the fequel of this hiftory. The reader will find 
both in the note (A). 

< Antiq. lib. xvii. cap 2. & 3. 


(A) Herod had nine wives, 
the firft of whom, named Do- 
ris, was the mother of Anti- 
pater, The fecond was Ma- 
riamne, the daughter ofSimon 
the hlgh-prieft, by whom he 
had a fon named Herod, call- 
ed alfo Philip, who had mar- 
ried Herod ias, on whofe ac- 
count the Baptill was after- 
wards beheaded. The third 
was his brother’s daughter. 
The fourth his firft coufin. He 
had no children by thefe two 
laft. " 

The fifth was called Martac, 
a Samaritan, by whom he had 
Archelaus and Antipas ; the 
former fucceeded him in the 
half of the kingdom under the 
name of Tetrarch, and the 
latter, called alfo Philip, mar- 
ried Salome, the dancing 
daughter of Herodias above- 
pnentioned, 


The fixth, named Cleopa- 
tra, was anative of Jerufalem, 
by whom he had two fons, 
Herod, called alfo Antipas, 
and Philip.' Herod having 
married Herodias, his brother 
Philip's wife, during his life, 
was reproved for it by John the 
Baptift, which was the caufe 
of his being put to death. 

Pallas was his feventh wife, 
by whom he had a fon, named 
Phafael. The eighth was Phae- 
dra, by whom he had only one 
daughter, named Roxana ; and 
by the laft, called Elpis, he had 
another daughtercalled Salome. 

As to his grandfons, by his 
beloved Mariam ne, mother of 
Alexander and Ariftobulus, 
lately put to death, they make 
likewife a confiderable figure 
in hiftory, and efpeclally thofe 
of thelatter in the gofpel, and de- 
ferve here a particular mention, 
Ariftobuliis 


18); 

^ntipatwr 
and PAe- 
roras plot 
againft 
him^ 


Yr, of FI. 

. ^ 343 - 
Ante Chr. 

5* 



iB 6 

ifru) trou~ 
kin in Ju* 
daam 


Hemdfalh 

M- 


Cois to 
4t hu hro~ 
thir. 


The Hiftory of the Jezv^, 

^ In the mean time another incident rendered Herod more 
odious to the Jews^ and more irreconcileable to his bro« 
ther. An edift, lately ilTued out, commanding the Jew- 
ifti nation to fwear allegiance to Auguftus, and to the king, 
had been ftrenuoufly oppofed by the Pharifees to the num- 
ber of feven thoufand, as contrary to the Mofaic law*^; 
for which contumacy Herod had condemned them to a 
fevere fine, whiehhad been paid byPheroras’s new wife. 
Pheroras was glad to take this opportunity of retiring 
into his tetrarchy, and took an oath never to return to 
court againft whilft Herod lived ; his being at that dif- 
tance from the metropolis, was indeed a likely expedient 
to prevent his being fufpefted of having a hand In what 
he was then hatching againft the king’s life 5 and for the 
fame reafon Antipater procured himielf to be fent for to 
Rome, to attend upon Auguftus. Thus had thefe two po- 
litic perfons contrived to fcreen themfelves from difcovery, 
whilft their inftruments were at work to bring about their 
treacherous defign 5 but an accident foon after brought 
their whole trcafon to light K 

Herod being fick, and ftill retaining a great love for his 
brother, had fent for him to communicate fome private or- 
ders. Pheroras had rcfufed trfcome, on pretence that he 
dared not violate his oath. He was foon after taken ill ; 
but Herod recovered, and twas fo far from refenting his 
late refufal, that he paid him an afFe£lionate vifit, with- 
out ftaying for an invitation. Pheroras dying two days 
after, Herod caufed him to be magnificently buried at 
Jerufalem. But his death proved the beginning of An- 
tipater’s difgrace; for two of the deccafed’s frced-men 


k Vid, Deut. xvii. 151 

Ariftobulus left two fons, and 
a daughter whom he had by 
Berenice his wife, namely, A- 
grippa, Herod, and Herodias, 
Agrippa, at firll put into pri- 
fon by Tiberius, and afterwards 
made king of Judaea by Cali- 

5 ula(3), was he who put 
ames, the brother of John, 
to death, imprifoned Peter, 
and was fmltten with death at 
Caefarea ( 4 ) . Herod was made 


1 Jofeph. ubi fupra, 

king of Chalcis, and is only 
known in St. Luke for his 
marriap;e with the daughter of 
Herodias. 

As for Agrippa, he left a 
fon of the fame name, before 
whom, and his fifler Berenice, 
St. Paul was admitted to plead 
his caufe at Cxfarea ; and an- 
other daughter, named Dru- 
filla, married to Felix gover** 
nor of Judaea, 


(^) Jofeph. Bell. Jud, lib. ii. cap. 8. 
ad fin. 


(4) Afls xii. I, Ik feq. 

demanded 
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demanded juftice againft his wife, whom they accufed of 
having difpatched Pheroras with poifon, given him that 
evening on which he was taken ill. Herod had recourfe to 
his old way of extorting the truth by the rack; in particular, 
the women of Pheroras’s family fuffered it at firft with a fur- 
prifing conftancy ; but one of them was at length forced, ^by 
the excefs of the torture, to cry out, that flie prayed to God 
that Doris, Antipater*s mother, might bear her fliare of 
the torments, which Ihehad been the caufc of. At thefe 
words, Herod having caufed the torture to be increafed, 
and alfo applied to one Antipater, an officer under his 
treacherous fon, the whole plot was unravelled. Upon Antipatefs 
comparirfg their feveral depofitions, and the intelligence againji 
which Salome had already given to the king, it was found, ^ 
that the poifon, of which Pheroras died, had been pro- 
cured from Alexandria by a friend of Antipater, from 
whom it was conveyed by Antipatcr's mother to Pheroras, 
in order to be given to the king upon the firft opportu- 
nity. All thefe particulars were acknowleged by Phe- 
roras’ wife, who added, that ftie would fetch it to him ; 
and, inftead of doing fo, flung herfelf down from a 
high gallery : but her fall not proving mortal, flie, upon 
Herod’s promife of a general pardon, depofed further, Pheroras^t 
that hef hufband being ftung with remorfe at his receiving 
this laft vifit from him, had ordered her to fetch the poi- 
fon, and burn it before his face 5 that fhe had burned it all, 
except a fmall dofe which fhe had referved for herfelf, in 
cafe of neceffity. The box, and^he reft of the poifon being 
produced, and acknowleged by other witnelTes, convinced 
Herod of his fon’s perfidy, not only to himfelf, but to the 
two fons of his favourite Mariamne. His other wife of 
that name waslikewife accufed of being in the fame plot ; 
and though nothing was proved againft her, ‘“'yet fhe was ba- 
nifhed, her fon Herod difinherited, and her father de- 
pofed from the high-priefthood (B). Doris was likewife 

(B) Simoh was fucceeded in of his named Jof^h, the fon 
that dignity by one Matthias, ofEllemus, was lubftituted in 
the fon of Theophilus, a na- his room, Matthias enjoyed 
tive of jerufalem. But this his dignity but one year, after 
pontiff having on the following which he was depofed for be- 
expiation-eve contraifted fome ing privy to an infurreftion 
pollution, which incapacitated ralfeu at Jerufalem, and fuc- 
him from officiating on that cecded by Joazar his brother- 
^rand Solemnity, a near relation in-law (5). 

(5) Antiq, lib. xvii. cap. 8. 

ftript 
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ftript of all her coftljr ornamentSj which amounted to a 
large fum, and banilhed the court 

About this time the angel Gabriel was fent to Zachary, 
a pious and upright prieft of the courfc of Abiah, whilft 
he flood offering the facred incenfe in the temple, accord- 
ing to the prieftly office", to foretel the birth of a fon, by 
his wife Elizabeth, who fliould be a Nazarite, and the 
forerunner and great harbinger of the world's Redeemer 
The good oldpriefl, confeious of his and his fpoufe's old 
age and infirmities, could not forbear defiring to have his 
faith confirmed by fome further miraculous token; and 
the angel granted his requefl, in fuch a manner as might 
at once be a reproof to his diffidence, and a confirmation 
of the meffage he had delivered. Zecharias was that in- 
ftant flruck dumb, and continued without the ufe of 
fpeech till the promifed child was aftually born. 

Six months after this vifion, the fame heavenly meflen- 
ger was fent to an obfeure young virgin, named Mary, 
who dwelt at Nazareth, under the guardianftiip of her 
efpoufed hufband Jofeph, both of them of the houfc and 
lineage of David J*, with the glad tidings, that fhe was 
chofen by the fpecial favour of Heaven, to be the happy 
mother of fhe promifed Saviour of the world, to whom Ihc 
(hould, therefore, give the fignificant name of Jjjfus, or 
Saviour, according to the prophecies long fince delivered. 
Thofe that relate to this particular head, are as follow; 

Behold a virgin fliall conceive, and bear a fon, and fhall 
call his name Emanuel, &e. “ Unto us a child is born, 

unto us a fon is given ; and the government (hall be upon 
his Ihouldei : and his name fhalf be called Wonderful, 
Counfellor, the mighty God, the Evcrlafling Father, the 
Prince of Peace ^ (C) with fome others of the fame na- 
ture, 

» Antiq. ]\h. xvii, cap. 4, 5, & 6. " Exod. xxx. 7, 8. 

* Luke i. 5, & ieq. f Mattli, i. iB. Luke i. 2b', & feq. iii, 

23, & feq. q Ifaiah vii, 14. ' Ibid, ix, 6. 

(C) Our readers may, per- ons(6), by which he may 
haps, be. willing to know what giicfs at the refi. 
anivver or evalion the Jews Firfl then, to the former of 
make ufe of a^ainft fuch preg- thefe prophecies, where the 
riant prophecies \ and it will miraculous child is called Jefus 
not be amifs here to give them or Saviour, becaufc he was to 
a fpecimen out of one of their fave his people from their fins, 
fubtileft and boldeft champi- they in general, and this in 

(6) Aui^. Lihr. Nitzahon. Vide Munfter in loc. & not. in t^erf. 
Hebr. Evang. S. Matth. cap. i. 

particular 
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ture, which are not quite fo manifeft (D). But the aftonifh-i 
ed Virgin was fo far from calling to mind thofc prophecies, 
that (he looked on her virginity as an obftacle to the ac- 
complifliment of the angel’s declaration, till affured at 
length by him of the miraculous conception of the divine 
child, with a humble confidence, (he wholly fubmitted 

particular, anfwer to this ef- Mighty One^ feeing he was put 
fe£t : Who has told you that to death : he could not be the 
the (in of Adam has intailed Abbi-had, the EnjerlaJling Fa~ 
any guilt on his pofterity ? ther^ ox Father of Eternity 
Was not that of his Ton Cain, caufe he was cut off in the 
who murdered his brother, a midfi of his days, Laflly, he 
thoLifand times greater than could not be called the Prince 
the biting of an apple ? And of Peace, becaufe he enjoyed 
yet no fuch thing is faid of his none hlmfelf, neither have 
poflerity being tainted with it. wars ever eeafed fince his time ; 
Sefides, where is theleaft men- yea, hiinfelf fays, that he did 
tioii made, that the Melliah not come to bring peace, but 
was to fave his people from war, upon earth,” 
their fins? And if there was, Others endeavour to elude 
how did Jefus fave us from the force of the prophecy, by 
them, when you own he made pretending that the imperlbnal 
US commit one -infinitely hear vajicra, he JJjall call^ refers to 
vier in crucifying him ? In God ; and, confequently, that 
vain do you tell j,us of a Re- all thofe titles there mentioned 
deemer of fouls: we expedl * relate to him, and not to the 
none but a redeemer of bodies, child there fpoken of. But 
a Mefiiah that fliall deliver us this evafioii is fo ungrammati- 
from flavery, and make us cal,, and contrary to the plain 

again a flourifhing vi£torious import, in a vafi number of 

nation and kingdom. parallel places, that others of 

To the fccond prophecy, the them have difowned it. 
farcaftic author, above quoted, (D) Of this kind is that of Je- 
gives the following anfwer, in remiah “ The Lord will create 
a kind of triunyjhlng tone: a new thing upon the earth ; 

“ We will join ilTue with you, a female (or a woman) (hall 
th nugh, according to your in- encompafsa man (7) which 
terpretation^ it fliould have the context plainly fliews to , 
buen written, his names” allude to the days of the Mef- 

(infiead of his name, fiiall be fiah, and, mofi probably, from 

called) ; but, waving that, the natural fenfe of the words, 
how can his (Jefus ’s) name be to the miraculous pregnancy of 
called Wonderful, Counfellor ? this virgin. However, the 
Did not Judas rather defeat his Jews not only take them in a 
counfel, when he betrayed very different fenfe, but ex- 
him uftknown to him? He claim againfi us for urging this 
COUI4 not be the Gibbor, or text to them. 

(7) Jerem. xxxi. 


hcrfelf 
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herfelf to the will of Heaven. The angel having, at thd 
fame time, acquainted her with the pregnancy of hei' 
coufin Elizabeth, in her old age, flie went into the moun- 
tainous country to congratulate her and her hufband upon 
this event". Elizabeth, who was far advanced in her 
pregnancy, when ftie embraced Mary, felt her child leap 
in her womb from which circumftance ftie began to con- 
ceive a high notion of her vifitor, which ftie exprefled in 
terms of the deepeft refpeft and gratitude. Mary, on her 
part, bein^ filled with rapturous joy at what ftie had 
heard, teftified her humble fenfe for all the divine fa- 
vours in a canticle of praife ; and, after three .months 
abode, returned to her homely habitation at Nazareth- 
Elizabcth, being delivered of the promifed fon, gave him 
the name of John, as his father had been commanded by 
the angel ; and Zecharias, having teftified his confent to 
it in writing, found his tongue immediately loofed, and 
his heart filled with the Holy Ghoft ; which broke out 
into a prophetic hymn, that infpired the wondering by- 
ftanders with Angular hopes concerning this new-born 
child*. 

Chrtflth The Virgin Mary now began to give fuch figns of preg- 
Savioiir of nancy, as made her aged fpdufe, conceive fome finifter 
t^wrld f^fpiclon of her conduft. He was contriving fome means 
to give her a private divorce, ^without expofing her to the 
rigour of the law; when he was apprifed by an angel, 
that her conception was altogether miraculous; and that 
he ought to take her and ^he child under his patronage, 
fince that miraculous Son was appointed by God to be 
the Saviour of his people. Jofeph immediately obeyed, and 
took her to his home, but lived in perfefl: continence with 
her till the time of her delivery**. Meanwhile Bethlehem, 
the city of David, being the place pointed at by the pro- 
phet for the birth of the MefEah the divine wifdom fo 
^\fujlus's ordered it, that the decree of Auguftus, for taking a new 
decrgf, furvey of the Roman empire, and the number and eftimate 
of all perfons and eftates, fhould reach Judaea about this 
time ; which obliged the pregnant Virgin and her hufband 
to repair thither, to be inrolled with all thofe that were 
of the houfe and lineage of David. The great concourfe 
of people coming to that place, laid this poor little family 
under the necefliiy of lodging in a (table. Here the Vir- 
Chrift^horn gjj^ brought forth her fon, and laid him in a mangef. But 

> Luke i>4o, & feq. t Luke L 27, ad fin. 

i. iS, &req. xMic. V, 2. ^ 

^ this 
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this humble rlfing of the Sun of righteoufnefs did foon 
breakout into its peculiar ludre \ an angelj at the head of 
a heavenly hoft, proclaimed his wonderous birth to the 
ftiepherds finging aloud, “ Glory be to God on high, 
on earth peace, good will towards men ! ” 

The child’s parents, according to the Mofaic law, cir- 
cumcifed him on the eighth day, and gave him the name 
of Jefus, as they had been direfted by the angel* (E). 

The mod fignal manifedation of this new-born Saviour, 
was the arrival of the magi, or wife men, from the 
Ead(F), at that metropolis, under the guidance of a mi- 
raculous dar(G), which ceafed not to move before them, 
till it hacf brought them to the place and perfon they were 
in fearch of. However, as they looked upon him as the 
king of the Jews, they fird repaired to the metropolis, 
where he was mod likely to be either born, or heard of. 
Upon their fird enquiry after him, Herod and the whole 
city were moved ; and the grand fanhedrim, being con- 
fulted about the place of his birth, direfted them to Beth- 
lehem, the city mentioned by the prophet. Whatever 
hopes the red of the Jews might conceive from this 
ph?enomenon, and the tidings of the new-born Meffiah, 
Herod, who thought of nothing but an earthly kingdom, 
began to look upon that wonderful child as a dangerous 
rival, and refolved from thauindant to dedroy him. To 
this end he caufed the magi to be privately brought to 

y Luke ii. 8 , ad 12. z ibid. ver. zi, Matt, i. 11* 


(E) This wonderful birth of 
the Saviour of the world hap- 
pened, according to the com- 
putation of Ufher, in the four 
thoufandth year of the world ; 
and exadlly falls in with an old 
tradition of the Jews, that the 
world ftiould lad two thoufand 
years beforethe law, two thou- 
fand under the law, and two 
thoufand under the MelTiah, 
according to the fix days of the 
Mofaic creation ; after which 
was to follow the feirenth, or 
millennium. 

(F) . It would, doubtlefs, 
prove an enquiry worth mak- 
ing, 'could we come at any tole- 
rable certainty concerning thefe 


wife men, who they were ; 
what part of the world they 
came from ; what time of the 
year they arrived at Jerufalem ; 
how many they were ; and 
many more fuch quedions, 
which have been darted to lit- 
tle purpofe, and to which no 
fatisfa£lory light can be given. 

(G) We have a great variety 
of conjetdures, concerning this 
wonderful dar, according as 
men are inclined, either to lef- 
fen or multiply miracles. But 
whether it was a dar, comet, 
meteor, or other fupernatural 
appearance, the learned have 
not yet determined. 
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him ; and having carefully fifted them, concerning the timtf 
of the liar’s appearance, and other circumnances, which 
might ferve his bloody defign, he difmiffed them with 
thefe words : " Go and fearch diligently for the child ; 
and when you have found him, bring me word, that I 
may go likewife and pay my homage to him,” They fet 
out accordingly, and were not a little overjoyed, when, 
upon leaving Jerufalem, they beheld the fame liar Hill 
going before them, till it Hood and Ihot its rays perpen- 
dicularly upon the houfe where the child and his parents 
Wife men were. Here they approached .the divine Babe with fuit- 
^ir their able reverence and, having opened their trcafures, offered 
gifts to prefents of gold, irankincenfe, and myrrh and, be- 

ing warned not to go back to Jerufalem, they returned 
home another way *. The child being forty days old, the 
time prefcribed for the purification of women after the 
Hisparents birth of a fon^, his parents brought him to Jerufalem to 
freftnt him be prefented to the Lord in the temple, and to be re- 
f» the iem^ deemed, according to the law concerning the firll-born % 
with the price of five Ihekels, or of a lamb, or a pair of 
doves, or young pigeons ; which lall was the price ap- 
pointed for the meaner fort. And to fuch low condition 
was the family of David reddced by this time, and fo 
poor were the parents of the world’s Redeemer, that 
they were obliged to redeem him at the lowell price. 
Here they were met by a venerable old man, named Si- 
meon (H), a perfon of confummate piety, endowed with 
the fpirit of prophecy ; rt) whom it had been revealed, 
that he Ihould not fee death before he had beheld the 
gmefin''e promifed Mefliah. Being therefore direifled by the Holy 
ecfiatic Gholl to the temple at the fame time, he took the Babe 

prophety. in his arms, foretold the forrows with which his mother’s 

pious foul would in time be pierced, on account of the 
many blafphemies and perfecutions to which this Divine 
Son would be expofed; and being now alTured, that no- 
thing could add to his happinefs, out the joys^f a future 
life, he fung his own requiem in a Ihort ecllatic hymn, 
and rellored the Babe to his parents. His teftimony was 
accompanied with that of a venerable old prophetefs, 
named Anna, who had dedicated the remainder of her 
life, from her widowhood, to the fervice of God, and of 


* Matth. ii. i, &feq» bLevit. xii, i, &6. c £xod, 

niii. 2,Numb. xvui. 15. 

c 

(H^ Of this venerable fper-- feffion, nothing further is 
fon’s flition, charafiet, or pro- known. 

’ hia 
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kis temple : flie, coming at that inftant to the place, be- 
gan likewife to publifli this new-born Saviour to all the 
faithful Ifraelites 

What expedient the jealous Herod pitched upon to 
fruftrate all thefe prediftiona^ by ridding himfelf of this 
dreaded child, and how he was difappointed, will here- 
after appear : we ftiall clofe this feftion with a fliort view 
of the different feds that reigned in Jud2Ba. 

Jofephus reckons four principal feds among the Jews ; 
1. The Pharifees; a. Sadducees; 3^ Eflenians ; and, 4. 
Galileans The evangelifls add that of the Herodians 
to the two former, and mention nothing of the two laft. 

The fife of thePharifees is unknown ; they claim, in- 
deed, their famous dodor Hillel for their fatner, as he is 
fuppofed by fome to have lived during the pontificate of 
Jonathan, about a hundred and fifty years before the birth 
of Chrift. If he be the Pollio mentioned by Jofephus, 
along with the famous Sameas, he muft have lived about 
the time of Herod, long, before whom the Pharifaic fed 
was in high repute. One of their favourite tenets was 
that of an oral tradition conveyed down from Mofes, to 
which they attributed the fame divine authority as to the 
facred books. ' They believed, in oppofition to the Sad- 
ducees, the exiftence of angels, the immortality of the 
foul, refurredion, future rewards and punifhments, and 
the dodrine of fatality (I). 

The Sadducees maintained, that there was no refurr 
redion, nor any future ftate ; .that God being the only 
immaterial Being, there was neither angel, nor any other 
fpiritual exiftence. They hold, that man was abfolute 
mafter of iftl his adions, therefore ftood in no need of any 
afliftance or diredion. The natural confequence of this 
tenet, was a total difbelief of particular Providence. They 
rejeded all the oral traditions of the Pharifees, and ad- 
hered to the text of the Scripture. 

d Luke ii. €i, ad 38. ® Antiq. lib. xviii. cap. i, & fcq. 

Bell. Jud, lib. ii. cap. 7, Sc alib. palT. 

(I) Tofephus, who was him- to annoy thofe of the living, 
felf a/Pharifee, affirms, that In the Aext place, this refur- 
thofe fpirits, which they called redion was no more than a 
devils, were no other than the tranfmigration from one body 
fouls o£ fuch wicked men as to another, more or lefs happy, 
fill I retaining their mifehievous according to their behaviour in 
prop^nliry, were ever feeking their former ftate, 
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The Herodians feem to have been a fa£lion fet up lit 
oppoficion to the Fharifees and zealotSj that maintained 
the lawfalnefs of acknowleging and paying tribute to the 
kings that were fet over them by the Romans ; a doftrine 
which was abfolutcly denied by the latter. The former 
likewife excufed feveral unlawful innovations which had 
been made by Herod the Great, and his fucceflbrs, as the 
efFefts of neceffity rather than choice ; whereas the latter 
decried them as heathenifli, idolatrous, and the efFefts of 
a bafe complaifance for the Roman emperors. In a word, 
they pretended that Herod was the true MelEah. 

The Gaulonites, fo named from Judas the Gaulonite'^ 
or Galilean, as he is called by St. Luke began to ap-* 
pear foon after the baniftiment of Archelaus, when his 
territories were made a Roman province, and the govern- 
ment ^iven to Coponius. For the Jews looking upon this 
alteration as an open attempt to reduce them to flavery, 
Judas took the advantage of their difeontent to put him- 
lelf at their head, and to ripen them for an infurreftion. 
Auguftus furnifhed him with a plaufible pretence for it, 
by ifluing out his edift to have the whole province of Sy- 
ria new-furveyed, and taxed, about this time. Judas, 
therefore, who was a man of Uncommon ambition, took 
this occafion to difplay all his eloquence, to convince the 
Jews, that fuch a fubmiffion^was no lefs than bafe idola* 
try, and fetting men upon the level with God, who was 
the only Lord and Sovereign that could challenge their 
obedience and fubjeftioit The party which he drew 
after him became, in a little time, fo confiderable, that 
they threw every thing into confufion, and laid the foun- 
dation for thofe great mifehiefs which enfued. 

The Eifenians, though not taken notice of in the New 
Teftament, conflituted a confiderable fe£b among the 
Jews, and are much celebrated by Jofephus, Philo, Pliny, 
and fome of the fathers and other Chriftian writers, both 
ancient and modern. 

It would be next to impoflible to trace out their origin, 
or even the etymology of their name, with any certainty. 
Pliny tells us, from what authority it is not eafy to guefs, 
that they were of feveral thoufand years ftanding \ and 
that they had fubfifted fo long without procreation. ^But 
this wild notion was founded upon wrong information re- 
lating to another particular 5 becaufe, though one branch. 
of them condemned all intercourfe with women, as apt to 

I 

i Vide Afuiq. libj xviii. cap. i, Si s Afts v, 37, 

exdnguilh 
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txtinguifli devotion, there was another fort who declared 
as “'much againft celibacy, as tending to extinguifti the 
race of mankind. The firft Efleniaiis v/e read of are in 
the fourth book of Maccabees, under the name of Haf- 
danim\ and in Jofephus^ where both agree, that they 
were already fettled, in Judaea in the time of Jonathan, 
the brother and fuccelTor of Judas Maccabeus, about 
a hundred and fifty years before Chrift, It is not im- 
probable, that this anchoretic feft took its rife a little 
before the time of the Maccabees, when the faithful Jews 
were obliged to live in deferts and caves, to avoid perfe- 
cution (Kj. 

The Enenians diftinguiflied themfelves in their rules, 
and manner of life, into laborious and contemplative, 
otherwife called therapeutes : the firft fort of them di- 
vided their time between prayer and labour, fuch as the 
exercife of fome handicraft, or the cultivation of fome 
fpot of ground, where they (owed and planted fuch roots, 
fierbs, corn, &c. as ferved for their food; and the latter, 
between prayer, and contemplation or ftudy. In this laft 
they confined themfelves to that of the facred books, and 
morality, without troubling themfelves with any other 
branch of phijofophy. ’ 

Both the contemplative and laborious had their fyna- 
gogues, their ftatcd hours for prayer, for reading and ex- 
pounding the facred books. This latter province was al- 
ways performed by the elder fort, who were feated at the 
upper end, according to their femority, whilft the younger, 

Cap. vi. t Antiq. lib. xiii. cap. 9, & 19. Bell. Jud. lib. i. 
cap. 3,& 7. 


(K) Wc have already hinted 
their different opinions con- 
cerning marriage and celibacy, 
Thofe who allowed the former 
were yet vyy fparing of ma- 
trimonial infercourfe, and whol- 
ly abdai«ed from it on the 
night before the fabbath, and 
other yeftivals, on faft-days, 
and like ; and, at other 
tiinefl they were no lefs care- 
ful ter wafh, and ufe other pu- 
rlficatiwis,, after it. The other 
branijh, who condemned it, did 
likewife di fallow all fervUude, 
and thought the diftindtion of 


mafter and fervant to be againft 
the law of nature ; for which 
reafon they never indulged 
themfelves in the ufe of the 
latter : and, when any of them 
was, either through old age, 
ficknefs, or other accident, ren- 
dered incapable of helping hlm- 
felf, he received all proper 
affiftance from the younger, 
who all expreffed an uncom- 
mon readinefa, or even emu- 
lation, to perform that duty 
to him. But the other fort al- 
lowed themfelves fervants for 
all inferior offices. 

O a who 
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who were permitted to read the proper paraflias, cnf 
leflbns, were placed at the lower end. Their expolitiona 
were generally of the allegorical kind, in which they 
feem to have outvied all their Jewilh brethren. But they 
paid the greateft regard to the five books of Mofes, and 
looked upon that lawgiver as the principal of all the in- 
fpired penmen \ idfomuch that they condemned to im* 
rnediate death whofoever fpoke difrefpeftfully either of 
him or his writings (L). 

Thofe of Judsea lived, according to Pliny and Jofe- 
phus S ill a defert in the neighbourhood of Hebron, 
about twenty miles fouth of Jcrufalem. 

This city, being generally fuppofed to haveVeen the 
place of John the Baptift’s birth, it is not improbable, that 
he was fcnt thither to be brought up among them, and 

** Vide-Antiq. lib. xiii, cap, 9, & 19. lib, xv. cap. 13, ad fin. 


(L) With refpefl to their 
faith, they believed the being 
of angels, the immortality of 
tlje foul, a future flate of re- 
wards and punifliments, like 
the Pharifeea; but feem to 
have had no notion of the re- 
furreftlon. They looked upon ' 
the fouls of men as compofed 
of a mofl fubtle zether, which, 
immediately after their fepai^- 
tion from the body, or from 
their cage or prifon, as they 
affedled to call it, were ad- 
judged to a place of endlefs 
happinefs ormifery; that thofe 
of the good took their flight 
over the ocean, into fome 
warm and delightful regions 
prepared for them, whilft thofe 
of the wicked were conveyed 
into fome cold and intemperate 
climates, where they were left 
to groan under an inexpreflible 
endlefs weight of mifery. 

The therapeutic fort placed 
the excellency of their con- 
templative life in raifing their 
minds fo far above the earth, 
as to be able to fee from thence 
what 15 done in heaven. When 


they attained to this degree, 
they could dive into the nature 
of angels ; give them proper 
names, or rightlyinrerpret thofe 
already given ; and pry fo far 
into futurity, as to acquire the 
character of prophets. 

In their pradice they fur- 
pafled all other fetlils in aufte- 
rity. If we may credit Philo, 
it was a fundamental maxim 
with them, upon their entrance 
into the therapeutic life, to re- 
nounce the world, and all their 
worldly properties, which they, 
it feems, gencroidly divided a- 
mong their friends and rela- 
tions whom they Icn behind 
them in it. They never eat 
till after funfet, apd the bell of 
their food was c^.|rfe bread, 
with fome fair, anii hyflbp, 
or fome fuch ftomachic herbs. 
Their cloathing was i;, ade of 
coarfe wool, plain, but qfhite- 
Thcy condemned all for^.s of 
unftions and perfumes as :uxu- 
rlous and effeminate. Their 
beds were hard, and their ,fleep 
Ihort. 


lived 
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with them till the time of his manifefting himfelf 
to the Jewifli nation 

We have now mentioned all the Jewifli fefts that made 
any figure in our Saviour’s time, and might here put an 
end to this digreflion ^ but as there is ftill one in being, 
which derives its origin from the famous Ezra, and the 
great fynagogue, and is oppofed to the refl in fome of 
their. fundamentals, it will not be amifs to fpeak fome- 
thing of it. They ari called Caraim, or Caraites (M) ; 
that is, Scripturills, or perfons wholly addidfed to the 
reading, and thoroughly verfed in the facred writings. 

It is pot eafy to determine when this feft firft began. 
They boaft a catalogue or regifter of the learned, who 
have written or taught either fororagainfl their feft from 
the time of Efdras Some of thofe that are difperfedin 
Poland, pretend to carry this claim ftill higher, and 
affirm that they were defcended from the ten tribes car- 
ried away by Shalmanezer. The Rabbinifts allow them 
to have been a fed): at leaft as old as the time of Alexan- 
der the Great, when they tell us, that Jaddua, the then 
high-prieft, wrought a miracle before that prince, which 
the two chiefs of the Caraites could not imitate. They 
were probably the fucceflb^s of the Scribes fo often men- 
tioned by the evangelifts (N), fuch as were thofe whom 
Herod the Great confulted* about the place where the 
Meffiah was to be born Thefe, therefore, it Is very 
likely, after the Pharifaic feft had clogged the Jewifh re- 
ligion with fuch a number of '“traditions, as rendered it 
wholly burdenfome, if not intolerable, refolved to throw 
them all off, and to adhere clofe to the text ; and thus 
they acquired the name of Caraites, or Scripturifts, either 

) Vide Luke u ver. ult. Bafnag. ubi Aipra, part ii. phap. i6. 

" Mattli. ii. 4. Vide Bafnag. ubi fupra. 



(M) From the verb kara, /o 
read. Ab ji:iey rejeifted all the 
other wriamgs but thofe pf the 
Jewifli c^oii, and the pretend- 
ed oraytradition fo much ex - 
tolle<^y the Pharifce?. 

(l/) After the return from 
the Aprivity, when the canon 
of tn^cripture was revifed by 
Ezra/and his infpired affoci- 
ateSj^it is very probable the 
multiplying ^nd propagating, 


as well as reyifing the copies 
of it, which were then very 
fcarce, was committed to thefe 
fopherim, or feribes, who, by 
a conftant converfe with thofe 
writings, attained to a ftill 
greater knowlege of them, and 
came at length to fet up for 
teachers and expounders of 
them, and to the name of fcrlbe 
had that likevvife added of doc- 
tor or teacher of the law. 

O 3 given 


T/ie CaKM- 
ites* 
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given them out of Contempt, or taken by way of diftinc- 
tion from tbe Traditionifts. The difficulty is to liifcover 
the time when, and the perfons by whom, this breach was 
at firft made ; and doubtlefs the teftimony of the Caraites 
themfelves, who go either as far back as Ezra, or, at the 
huefl, as the times of Hyrcan, or Alexander Jannajus, 
will appear too fufpicious. But that of the 'Talriiudills, 
who allow them, feme as ancient as Saildoc, or at Icaft as 
Herod the Great, may be Icfs liable to fufpicion. 

We lhall in the following note give a fhort fummary of 
their particular tenets, as they are oppofed to thnfe of the 
other fefls (O) ; and only obferve here, that tju’fc dif- 


(O) I. They look upon the 
canonical books of the Old 
Teftament ns the only rule of 
their faith, and rejedt the apo- 
cryphal as of no authority, to- 
gether with the pretended oral 
tradition of the Pharifees. 

2. They expound Scripture 
by Scripture; and, where that 
cannot be done, they call in the 
afliftance of reafon, and the 
writings and comments of other 
dodlors, though without paying 

.too implicit a regard to the 
latter. 

3. They commonly read the 
Scriptures in their fynagogues 
in the original, efteeming it 
next to impoffible to come at 
their true meaning from any 
tra Dilation of them ; for this 
reafon they are careful to in- 
ftrudl their children betimes in 
that facred tongue ; and if they 
fuffer anj verfion of them, it 
is only tor the ufe of thofe of 
the meaner fort, who are not 
acc^uainted with the Hebrew. 

4 . Their prayers are llkewifc 
in that tongue, as being the 
inofl holy and energetic, and the 
c nly one in which the incom- 
municable name of God can be 
properly pronounced. In their 
prayers, wherein they exprefs 


ferences 

a much greater fervency and 
devotion than the reft, they al- 
ways turn their faces towards 
Jerufalem. 

5. They expedl, like the reft 
of the Jews, the reign of the 
Mefliah to be a temporal and 
glorious reign, and attribute 
his long deliiy, partly to the 
ifownefs of Saturn^s motion, 
which they make the ruling 
planet of the fabbath, and of 
the Jewilh nation ; and partly 
to their fins, which have pro- 
voked God to fufpend the fend- 
ing him at the promifed time : 
for this reafon they forbid the 
calculating the time of his 
Coming under the fevereft ana- 
themas. 

6, They entertain the high- 
eft and jurteft notions of the 
Deity, and of his perfections 
and attributes. They affirm 
his providence to be as exten- 
five and unlimited as Kis knovv- 
lege ; and at the fame dm e al- 
low, that man has a fre^\om to 
determine himfelf; buivthat 
God gave unto every ore a 
portion of his univerfal /(race 
to aflift him in his right cl ^ice ; 
and that our wills bemg influ- 
enced by our tempers and con- 
ftitutions,- but c/jefly by the 
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fei;;^nce 3 had intalled fuch an irreconcileable hatred be- 
tween thofe two fefts, as came little fhort of perlecution 
They not only charge each other with herel'y, with per- 
verting the Scriptures, and corrupting religion ; but pro- 
nounce the bittereft anathemas they can meet with in the 
facred books againft each other, and that publicly and 
folemnlyj fo that where either of them, efpecially the 
Pharifees, are moft numerous or powerful, the others 
muft hear themfelves curfed, without daring to refift or 
complain. This mutual hatred and contempt is carefully 
propagated both by the parents to the children, and much 
more by the matters to the difciples, over whom they ufurp 
an uncontroulable authority. But all thefe fe£ts agreed 
in their interpretation of the prophecies relating to the 
Meffiah, who they believed would appear in all the fplen- 
dour of temporal power, overthrow their enemies, take 
vengeance upon their oppreflbrs, and raife their nation to 
the moft envied height of empire and profperity. 
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Hiftory of the Jews^ from the Birth to the Death 
ofXhrift* 


left Herod In a moft diftra£led ftate j his con- HerotCs 
fcience continually ftung with the remembrance of diflraHtd 
his beloved Mariamne and her innocent fons, whom he 
had cruelly murdered 5 his life and crown in imminent 


ftars, makes that grace very ne- 
celTary. They have a four- 
fold diftiniStion of this difpoli- 
tion of the foul, the one of 
ficknefs, the other of health, 
the third of life, the fourth of 
death. 

7. ThaH* morality was not 
inferior^ their divinity. It 
knpt ajnnd of medium between 
the ^lere EiTenian and the 
Epl Q^rean Sadducee. Of the 
twofhey rather inclined to the 
forpjfer in point of abflemiouf- 
nefs^ 

s/rhey believe a future life 
of rewards ^nd punilhments, ac- 
cording to n^en’s good or bad 


aiftions In this ; that the fouls 
come from heaven ; that the 
future life was made for them, 
and that they will fublift there 
as the angels do. 

Q. They condemned the phy- 
lafteries of the Pharifees. They 
had no lefs an abhorrence of 
all kind of pi (ttu res, that were 
ufed either by heathens, or af- 
terwards by Chrittians, for a 
religious ul'e, or, as they term 
it, to be worfhlpped, 

10, They rejeitted the aftro- 
nomied calculations, as intro- 
duced after the captivity, for 
fettling the new moons and o- 
ther fcllivals of the year. 

O 4 danger 
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danger from the rebellious Antipater, and ungrateful Phe- 
roras ; his latter days imbittcred by the treacherous in- 
trigues of an abandoned filler 5 his perfon and family hated 
by the whole Jewilh nation ; and his crown endangered 
by the miraculous birth of a child, proclaimed by heaven 
and earth as the long expefted MelTiah, To all thefe 
plagues we mult add not only the treafonable defigns of 
the unnatural Antipater, but alfo the biiter complaints of 
his other two fons, then at the Roman court, which render- 
ed him completely miferable. Not that thofe two young 
princes were really fo diveftedof all filial affedlion, as they 
were reprefented to him by Antipater and his inftruments ; 
but it had been his and their conftant care and iludy, by 
fuch vile mifreprefentations, to render them more and 
more fufpefted by the jealous king. Antipater was fo in- 
tent on the means of deftroying his father, and feizing 
the crown, that he even furnilhed new proofs againft 
himfelf, in fending a frelh fupply of polfon to his mother, 
by means of a freed-man called Batillus. This agent was 
no fooner arrived at Jerufalem, than Herod, who had un- 
ravelled the whole plot, caufed him to be apprehended, 
and put to the rack ; upon which he confefled the purport 
of his errand from Rome, Hjrrod, the better to conceal 
his refentment againft his trf4cherous fon, immediately 
fent him a letter, in which he feemed to complain only of 
fome ill treatment from his mother ; and charged bim at 
the fame time to make what hafte he could to Jerufalem, 
that his abfence might nt/.longer give his enemies an opT 
portunity of obftrufting hisintereft in the fucceflion. He 
concluded with a promife, that immediately upon his ar- 
rival he would obliterate all paft mifearriages, and give 
him all the marks of paternal afteflion that he fhould de- 
fire 

Antipater, ftill Ignorant of what had pafled in Judaea, 
and thinking his father by this time poifoned, and in his 
grave, had fet out for Judaea ; but on his arrival at Ta- 
rentum, he received a difpatch from fome of l\s friends, 
which acquainted him with the particulars of K^eroras’s 
death. The news gave him a terrible fliock, not'^mdeed 
fo much out of love to the deceafed, as becaufe heVound 
that he had miffed his aim of poifoning the king-^^He 
purfued, however, his journey as far as Celenderis, ^Tcity 
in Sicily, where, being alarmed at the difgrace of hii^mor 
ther, who had been banifhed the court and ftripr^cf bf all 
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her wealth, he flopped fome time, to confult with his 
friends, whether he had heft proceed, or return. Some 
of thefe counfellors having infpired him with the fanguine 
hopes, that his appearance at court would difpel all his 
father’s fufpicions, he got on board again^ and in a little 
while landed at Sebafte. There he met with a more mor- 
tifying omen, than that of his mother’s difgrace 5 inftead 
of thofe acclamations with which numerous crowds had 
followed him to the fhip, he heard nothing but the bit- 
tereft curfes from the Jews againft himfelf, as the bloody 
murderer of Mariamne’s two brave fons p. 

Mean while, Herod had not been negligent of what he 
thought perhaps a more important care, than that of fe- 
curing his fon, namely, the deftroying of his new-born 
rival at Bethlehem, v/hom he fuppofed to be ftill in that 
place. Finding himfelf difappointed by the wife-men, 
from whom he expefted a more particular information 
concerning the infant, that he might be fure of not miff- 
ing his vi£lim, he iffued forth an order to have all the male 
infants maffacred, not only in that city, but in all the 
coafts round about, from two years old and under (P). 
But the child was removed out of the reach of thofe af- 
faffins *, his parents havingj^been timely forewarned of He- 
rod’s bloody defign, had withdrawn themfelves into Egypt, 
whence he was not recallecktill after the death of the ty- 
rant 5 when, upon their retu\n> fearing ftill fome farther 
attempt from his fucceffor Archelaus, they turned off into 
Galilee, and repaired to their did habitation at Nazareth. 

Soon after this maffacreat Bethlehem, Antipater arrived 
at Sebafte, and from thence went diretlly to Jerufalem, 
where Herod had fo clofely concealed his defigns concern- 
ing him, that he made no hefitation to offer himfelf at the 
gates of the palace. They were immediately opened to 
him i but, upon his entering, they were fliut again to all 
his retinue. Upon his being introduced to the king, he 
went to throw himfelf at his feet, and to embrace his 
knees 5 h&t met with a ftern repulfe, and was immediately 
arreftedp When he allced the reafon of this fevere treat- 
mentyne was upbraided with the death of his brothers, 
and ^ferred over to Varus, by whom he fliould be judged 

p Ibid. cap. 7, fub init. 

fomething furprif- rafter, Ihould yet have omitted 
iug/tha^ofephuB, who was, fuch a material occurrence, 
uever fpankg of Herod’s cha- 
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on the very next djiy (Q^). Antipater was accordingly 
brought the next morning before him, and a numerous al- 
fembly, whom Herod had convened for that purpofe. 
Upon his firll appearing, ho threw himfelf upon his kneesi 
and begged that they would not condemn him unheard. 
Herod, who was alfo prefent, bade him (land up. Then 
upbraided the prifoncr with his fccret defigns of poifoning 
him, and unravelled the whole confpiracy lately difeo- 
vered, appealing for the truth of it to his relations and 
friendS) and other evidences, whom he had alfo fummoned 
to prove his accufations j the laft of which, and that which 
he vented with the greateft vehemence, w^as the death of 
his two brave fons, “ Of whom,” faid he, addreflihg him- 
felf to Antipater, thou hall been but the too unnatural 
follower, if they were guilty ; and the bafe murderer, if 
they were Innocent.” His excefliVe grief, attended with 
a flood of tears, which he could not refrain at naming of 
thofe two unhappy princes, obliged him to Hop Ihort, and 
to beckon to Nicholas Damafcen to proceed with the trial. 
Antipater, in order to anticipate Damafcen, began to 
plead his own caufe. He expatiated on the little likeli- 
hood there was that he ftiould harbour thoughts of fuch 
a horrid parricide, efpecially after the dreadful punifli- 
ment of his two brothers for the like attempt; and he 
loudly complained of the majtce of his enemies. But Da- 
mafcen being at length perijfiitted to fpeak, gave fuch fa- 
tisfa£lory evidence to the court, that there could be no 
room left to doubt of hid^, being guilty. Varus however 
told Antipater for the laft time, that if he had any thing 
to reply with a view to invalidate the proofs, he might 
now freely fpeak, feeing it was Herod’s and his own ear- 
ned defire, that he might prove himfelf innocent. Anti^ 
pater, for want of better evidence, had recourfe to oaths and 
bitter curfes, which he plentifully imprecated on himfelf, 
if he were guilty; but this being the ufual refuge of the 
blackeft criminals, the prefident, to bring the trial to a 
fair iflue, ordered fome of the poifon which\iad been 
mentioned in the evidence, to be brought, and gVen to a 
condemned perfon before the court ; this experimerk being 
tried, the man died almoft as foon as he had talc^n it. 

till us Varus had lem, to pay a vifitto Herod^and 
fucceeded Sextus Sarurninus in was thereupon defired br^ihat 
the government of Syria, and monarch, that he wor^dj^eflde 
bcinj^ arrived at that province, as judge at the tria*ofh^re- 
wasjuft then come to Jerufa- bellious and unnatural fon, • 

f" Varus 
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Varus immediately left the court and Judaea to return Heheafl* 
to Antioch, without declaring his opinion to any but 
to Herod, who ordered his fon to be fhut up in prifon, 
and fcnt letters to Auguftus to acquaint him with the whole 
trial, charging at the fame time the meflenger to give that 
emperor all the farther particulars of it by word of mouth “J, 

After this tranfaftion another difcovery was made, by Ne^ dif- 
an intercepted letter from Antiphilus, then in Egypt, di- 
refted to Antipater, to the following elFeft : ‘‘ I have 
fent you Achme's letter (R) ; you know what rilk I run 
by fo doing, fince I lay myfelf at the mercy of two mod 
potent fajnilies, my inveterate enemies. It concerns you 
therefore to look to it, that nothing mifcarry/' The bu- 
finefs was to find this letter of Achme ; and the meflenger 
pretended to be ignorant of any other, except that above 
mentioned. At length, upon clofer fearch, another was 
found fewed in the lining of his garment, couched in thefe 
terms : Achme to Antipater ; I have written to your fa- 
ther, according to your direftion, and have inclofed in 
the packet the forged letter from Salome to the emprefs 
my miftrefs ; and I doubt not but the king-, upon reading 
of it, will put her to death as a traitrefs.*' This pre- 
tended letter of Salome wa'^ contrived by Antipater, and 
drefled up by Achme, whowrote to the king as follows : 

Achme to king Herod : C\t of a defirc I have to ferve 
you, by acquainting you wi\h any thing that concerns 
your fafety, I have herewith Ant you a letter of Salome 
to the emprefs my miftrefs, in which Ihe defires her leave 
to marry Syllaeus (S). Pray tear it as foon as read, fince 
the difcovery of it would coft me my head.’' Herod, 
upon reading and comparing the whole, caufed his fon to bj Herod* 
be brought before him, bound as he was, and fhewed 
him the letters; and at the fame time alked him, what 
he had to anfwer for himfelf. Antipater at fight of thenv, 

W2LS thunderftruck, and could not utter a word 5 and, upon 
its being ir.fifted on, that he fhould name his accomplices, 
he only y^^ntioned Antiphilus. Salome, who was exceed- 


Con/ronted 
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cufed. 


5 Antiq. lib. xvii. cap. 7 , 


(]^ This Achme was by na- 
tion J a Jewefs, in the fervice 
of Auguftus^s wife ,* but 
had lr>i^orrupted by Antipa- 
ter ^th li^e fums, to contrive 
this plot a^nft his father, and 
his aunt Sal 6 ltac. 


(S) Syllseus was a Nabathe- 
an, and Herod’s fworn enemy ; 
and was foon after beheaded at 
Rome, for betraying jElius 
Gallus into the Arabian expe- 
dition, and for fome other 
crimes. 
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ingly alarmed at this attempt againfthcr, after having pro- 
teftcd her innocence, with dire imprecations, ftrenuoufly 
mfifted upon the traitor’s being executed without delay. 
Herod, on the other fide, was inclined, at firft, to have 
fent him to Rome, to be tried before Caefar ; but, fear- 
ing, upon fccond thoughts, left he ftiould either be ref- 
cued by the way, or acquitted by his friends in Italy, he 
contented himfelf with fending a full account to the em- 
peror, together with the intercepted letters ; and remand- 
ed his fon to prifon ^ 

Whilft his ambafladors were on the road to Rome, He- 
rod, worn out with age, fickneft, and numberless cares 
and inquietudes, fell into a violent difeafe, whicli, added 
to all his other misfortunes, rendered him fo morofe and 
choleric, that he became a burden to himfelf, and a ter- 
ror to all his attendants. Finding his end approaching, 
he made his will, by which he appointed his youngeft 
fon his heir and fucceflbr. He bequeathed in legacies, a 
thoufand talents to Auguftus, five hundred to his em- 
prefs, and left a confiderable fortune to the unworthy Sa- 
lome. The reft of his eftate, lands, revenues, and moneys 
he divided among his children and grand-children. 

But, if he was capable of re/eiving any real fatisfa£lion 
from this difpofal of his cro^ and wealth according to 
his inclination, it was foon after foured by a feditious tu- 
mult, which was raifed aboqt this time by Judas the fon 
of Sariphseus, and Matthia^ the fon of Margolothus, two 
Jewifti dodors, equally eminent for their learning and 
piety. Thefe men, at the pleafing news of his being 
given over, unhappily perfuaded a number of their dif- 
ciples to pull down all the ftrudlures which that monarch 
had built, contrary to their laws. Thefe, with their two 
mafters at their head, having heard a report about the 
middle of the day, that Herod was aftually dead, went 
immediately to the temple-gate, over which he had fet up 
a golden eagle of exquifite workmanfliip ; and began their 
pious work with pulling it down, and breaki\ it into 
pieces with axes and hammers. The king’s commander 
in chief ran immediately to the place with a body orV’-oops, 
and was agreeably furprifed to find it only a mob of yt itbs, 
who immediately difperfed at his arrival. Only fort of 
them, with their two chiefs, proving intrepid enoug i to 
Hand their ground, were immediately feized, and br .tght 
to the dying king. Upon their 'being afked w^ ms^tive 

^ Antiq. lib. xvii, cap, 7, ad fin. 
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had induced them to fuch an attempt on the temple, they 
boldly anfwered, that they had long fince refolved uppn 
it ; and that it was their only grief, that they had deferred 
it fo long. They added, that they neither feared his an- 
ger, nor any punifliment he could infliiS on them, fince 
what they had done, was in obedience to their law, and 
from a pure zeal for the glory of God. 

This affront having raifed, in fome meafure, his droop- 
ing fpirits, he ordered them to be fentin chains to Jericho, 
whither he alfo caufed himfelf to be conveyed in a litter. 
There he alTembled the principal men of the Jews, and, 
in a fpeech, reminded them of the great and glorious 
things Re* had done for them, and of the fumptuous edi- 
fices he had reared to the glory of God, during his whole 
reign. He faid he expedled by thofe works to have en- 
deared both his perfon and memory to the whole nation ; 
but that, to his great grief, he found it quite the reverfe, 
fince they had dared, even during his life, and in the face 
of the fun, to offer fuch an affront to him \ and not to 
him only, but much more to God, to whom that golden 
ornament had been dedicated; fo that they had even 
turqfd their malice into open facrilege. The affembly 
being afraid to roufe his c-jruelty too far, by reprefenting 
that the dedication of fuch van image was contrary to the 
fegond commandment, onl% declared the faft, and ac- 
knowleged that the perpetrates deferved condign punilh- 
ment. Herod, fomewhat fofrcned by this anfwer, con- 
tented himfelf with depofmg ^e high-priell Mattathias, 
whom he fufpefted to have been a private encourager of 
the tumult, and giving that dignity to his brother Joazar; 
then caufing Matthias the ringleader, and the reft of 
the prifoners, to be burnt alive, he forgave all the reft *, 

This indignity, however, gave him reafon enough to 
think what kind of mourning the Jewifli nation was like 
to make at his death. As his difeafe became more and 
more loathfome and intolerable (T), and made him ftill 
/ more 
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more dcfperate and inhuman, he meditated fucK a 
horrid expedient, to prevent their rejoicing at his deaths 
as fcarcely ever entered into the heart of any tyrant. 
He iflued his fummons for the chief Jews to repair to 
Jericho on a certain day, under pain 'of death; upon 
their arrival, he ordered them all to be (hut up in the cir- 
cus : and having fent for his filler Salome, and her huf- 
band Alexas, gave them ftri£l charge to have the prifoners 
butchered as foon as the breath (hould have left his body. 
About this time his meflengers returned from Rome, with 
Auguftus’s approbation of Antipater's fentence, and the 
news that Achme had been there put to death for her 
treachery. Herod could not but feel a fenfible joy at it, 
in fpite of all his tortures ; and, finding himfelf at that 
time very hungry, called for an apple and a knife ; but 
his pains increafing that inftant, and he eflaying to put an 
end to them with the knife, a grandfon of his, who tried 
to flop his hand, uttered a loud (hriek, which alarmed the 
court, and made every body without believe that he was 
dead. The report of his deceafe foon reached Antipater's 
prifon, who exprelTed fuch joy at the news, as haftened 
his execution ; for his gaoler having acquainted the Jcing 
Antipaitr with it, Herod was fo incenfed, that he difpatched one of 
put iQ death* his guards on the very inllan^'to put him to death ^ He 
outlived his fon but five dai^s, during which, he altered 
his will. He left his kingf^'om to Archelaus, made Anti- 
pas tetrarch of Galilee SM Perea ; and bequeathed to 
Philip the regions of Traihonitis, Gaulon, Batanea, and 
Panias, which he erefted likewife into a tetrarchy. To 
Salome, befides fifty thoufand pieces ui money, he gave 
the cities of Jamnia, Azotus, and Phafaelis, with fome 
Heroeti confiderable legacies to his other relations. He died in 
dtaih, the feventieth year of his age, the thirty-feventh after his 
advancement to the Jewilh crown, and the thirty-fourth 
after the expulfion and death of Antigonus 

t Anhq. lib. xvii. cap. 9, ad fin. u Ibid. cap/ ;, fublnit. 

fide Jordan, which empty 
themielvc^ in the lake Ai- 
phaltee. Upon his going thi- 
.ther, he was ordered to be fet 
in a veffel of oil up to the neck, 
vvhich, infiead of relieving 
him, threw him into a faint- 
mg fit, out of which he was 
with difficulty brought, by the 


outcries of his attei^mts'. Tc 
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think his difeafe inci!>'ablc ; 
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and ordered himfel^ to beN'con- 
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Salome and Alexas, in fpite of all the oaths and prolcf- 
tations their tyrannic brother had extorted from thern at 
his death, were fo far from executing his laft inhuman 
orders, that they even drove to fmother the lhameful fe- 
cret from the nation. To this end they went immediately, 
after his death, to the hippodrome, where the principal 
Jews were detained, c^ufed the gates to be flung open, 
and declared to them, that it was the king’s order they 
iliould all depart to their refpeftive homes, he having no 
further occalion for their prefence : then, and not till 
then, they publiflied the news of the king’s deceafe. They 
now fummoned the chief officers and foldiery to the am- 
phitheat’rS at Jericho, and read to them a letter from the 
deceafed king, in which he thanked them for their pall 
fervices and fidelity to him, and defired them to fhew the 
fame to his fon Archclaus, whom he had appointed his 
fucceflbr. His laft will was read at the fame time, by 
Ptclenly, the keeper of the royal feal, in which there was 
this remarkable claufc, “ That it was to be of no force 
till ratified by C^efar,” The audience, however, taking it 
for granted, that the emperor would not fail to confirm 
it, Ihouted aloud, Long live king Archelaus !” and both 
officers and foldlers promifed him the fame allegiance and 
attachment which they had .'l;iewn to his father. 

The new king, to flicw his\gratitiide to his predeceflbr, 
began with preparing afuneral^nfiv^erable to his greatnefs 
and dignity. His body was la^ ^ fumptuous litter, 
enriched with variety of preciou^ ftones, having the royal 
crown on his head, and holding the feeptre in his hand. 
His fons and grandfons, his fifter and her hufband, ac- 
companied with the reft of his relations, marched by the 
fide of the corpfe, and were followed by all his officers, 
both civil and military, according to their rank. Among 
the latter, his guards led the van ; then came the Thra- 
cians, next the Germans, and laft, the Gauls or Gala- 
tians ; all of them armed, in order of battle. The pro- 
ceflion wasJ clofed with five hundred of the king’s domef- 
tics, fcatjpring aromatic perfumes. The whole proceeded 
to his cmie of Herodion, about eight ftadia, or one thou- 
fand p;5ces diftant from Jericho, where they depofited his 
rema^is, according to his will *. They returned from 
thenc^^ to Jerufalem, where Archelaus having finifhed the 
feveri^iays mourning for his father, according to the Jewifh 
cufto^ ./^(ve the people a magnificent feaft. He went 
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next to the temple, cloathed in white, and, being th^re 
feated on his throne, gave the people thanks for the 
zeal they exprefTed for him ; but added, that he would 
not aiTume the title of king, till it fhould be confirmed to 
him hy Auguftus. He concluded with afluring them, 
that his chief care and .ftudy fhould be to deferve the 
love they had fo unanimoully tellified for him, and to 
make his reign more eafy and happy than that of his fa- 
ther had proved to the Jewifh nation. This fpeech was 
received with loud acclamations ; after which, they be- 
gan to try the fincerity of it, by a number of petitions 
fuitable to their different exigencies. Some begged for an 
alleviation of their tribute, others for the totat abolition 
of the cuiloms, others again for the releafe of prifoners ; 
all which were readily granted at this ducky junfture, 
Archelaus not thinking it advifeable to exafperate them by 
a denial. The whole ceremony was concluded with fuit- 
able facriiices, and a fumptuous entertainment. 

The Jews, however, foon refumed their rebellious dif- 
pofition, in fpite of allthefe grants. Next day, a number 
of malcontents, who had been for fome time holding fe- 
cret cabals for raiGng new mutinies, broke out in open 
revolt. For want of a more pJaufible pretence, they came 
beating their breads, bewai)(ng the death of Matthias, 
and others of his accomplices, who had been burnt for 
pulling down the golden /agle; and demanded juftice 
againlt thofe friends of thfi deceafed king, who had been 
concerned in their death^^; particularly they deCred, that 
the high-priefthood might be taken from Joazar, to whom 
it had been given upon that occafion. This unexpefted 
indignity failed not to exafperate the new king \ but as he 
was upon the point of departing for Rome, and unwilling 
cither to have his journey flopped by this tumult, or to 
go away before it was quelled, he fent his mafler of the 
horfc, to appeafe them by fair words, and to remind them, 
that the king would do nothing till he was confirmed by 
the emperor i but, before that ofEcer could utt^ a word, 
they attacked him with vollies of ftones, fo thV he was 
forced to withdraw. The king fent others on fame 
errand, and they met with the fame reception ; infomuch 
that every thing feemed tending to open rebellion^ By 
this time the feaft of the Paflbver had brought a great| con-' 
courfe of people from all parts to Jerufalem ; during hich 
folemnity, the malcontents never ftirred from 
butchofe to beg for fubfiftence of the coqicrs, Alher^han 
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leave the place, or intermit their godly work, till they 
were driven from it by force y, 

Archelaus, who juftly feared thefe mutineers would The mutU 
fprcad the infeftion among the multitudes that repaired to dij^ 
the feaft, fent an officer at the head of fome troops, with 
exprefs orders, either to difperfe them, or to feize fuch 
as fliould continue obftinate. This detachment was im- 
mediately attacked by the infurgents, reinforced by a great 
number of ftrangeis, whom their outcries had infpired 
with the fame rebellious fpirit : a bloody encounter fol- 
lowed, in which moft of the foldiers were killed upon the 
fpot, aacL the officer terribly wounded, who narrowly 
efcaped with his life. This freffi indignity obliged, at 
length, Archelaus to fend his whole army againft them, 
with orders to his cavalry to kill all that came out of the 
temple. After another obftinate fight, in which three 
thoufand of the rebels were killed, the reft were put to 
flight, and betook tbemfelves to the mountains j upon 
which the king publifhed an order for all ftrangers to de- 
part to their own homes, by which means an end was put 
to the pafchal folemnity for that year, the rebellion fu- 
fpended for fome time, and Archelaus left at liberty to 
prepare for his journey to Rome He fet out accordingly, 
leaving the government of ffie kingdom to his brother 
Philip, and took with him hii mother Mattace, by nation 
a Samaritan, Nicolas DamafeeJ?, an old counfellor of his 
father, and a great number other friends. He was 
likewife accompanied by his auilt Srilomc, with her chil- 
dren, and fome other relations, who pretended to affift 
him with their intereft at the Auguftan court, though 
their real defign vt^as to obftrudl his confirmation, and to 
accufe him to the emperor of the maflacre of his fubjedls 
lately committed in the temple. 

At Csfarea, he was met by Sabinus, the intendant of Archelaui 
Syria, who was haftening into Judaea, to receive the rich 
legacies which Herod had beijueathed to the emperor. 

He had> f 'Ciwever, been difluaded by Varus, in his way 
thither, /rom undertaking any thing farther, till the em- 
peror's -t'ill was known, and Archelaus confirmed in his 
kingdrm; fo that he had been prevailed upon to ftay in 
that ( ity till he received further orders from Rome. He 
tarried, however, no longer there than till Varus was re- 
turneu '?-.Antioch, his capital \ then he repaired to Jeru- 
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falem, lodged at the royal palace, and fummoned tit6 
king’s treasurers to put him inpoflcflion of thofe treafures^ 
but, as they had orders from Archelaus, not to part with 
them till his return, they refufed to deliver them to Sa* 
binus *, alleging, they would preferve them for Auguftus, 
til! they received further dirtdTions from their fovereign. 
Ijy this time Archelaus, and his retinue, were arrived at 
Uomc. Amorig thofe, whom the fubtle Salome had! 
brought with her to oppofe his eleftion, was Antipas, 
another of Herod’s fons, whom that monarch had ap- 
pointed his fuceexTor by his firft will, and whom fhe de- 
ilgned to fet up againil his brother, under pretence, that 
the firft will was of greater validity than his feco'hd. 

There was dill another circumftance which very much 
weakened the interell: of Archelaus, namely, his treafurers 
rcfufjng to deliver up Herod’‘s legacies to Sabinus ; of 
which refufal both he and Varus had taken care to inform 
the Roman court. ArcheHus was therefore forced, in 
his u\v]i vindicatiim, to prefent a memorial to the emperor, 
in which he exliibitcd his title to the crown, the particu- 
lars of Hcrcdki lafl will, together with an inventory of the 
treafurc which that monarch had left behind him, to which 
he likewlfe added his royal fignet with which that will was 
fealed. This memorial wa^ foon followed by another 
from Antipas, in vrhich w^re difplayed fuch allegations 
as 'were mod likely to invalidate Herod’s laft will, and his 
brother’s title. AiigufLUS/'iiaving perufed the writings on 
both Tides, fummoned a council of his friends, to examine 
their refpe£tivc claims; and Caius, the fon of Agrippa, by 
his adopted daughter Julia, fat as prefident *. Antipater, 
the fon of Salome, an eloquent fpeaker, and fworn enemy 
to Archelaus, opened v/ith a fpcech full of the hittereft 
Invetlives againfl him ; fuch as his having aflumed the 
royal title and authority, without the emperor’s confent ; 
his having caufed three thoufand Jews to be mafiacred in 
the temple by his troops, at the late Paflbver feftival ; his 
having difplaced feveral eminent ollirers, and p^t others in 
their room ; his having prefumed to fit on the roial throne, 
heard and adjudged caufes, granted confiderabl^ immu- 
nities, rclcafed prifoners by his own aflumed authority, 
and in the quality of a Jewifh monarch. He likewlTe ac- 
cufed him of unnatural difrefpedf for the memory of his 
deceafed father, from whom he had received fucli fignal 
tokens of paternal love, and of having rpentye^i?t , nighc 
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x^rliich followed that monarch’s death, in fuch fealling 
and intemperance, as was like to have raifed a fedition 
among the people, who could not behold fuch a flagrant 
inftance of ingratitude, without the utmoft deteftation. 

He concluded with telling the court, that Herod, who Endea- 
beft knew the oppofite tempers of the two brothers, had uours to 
not fo much as thought of appointing him his fuccelTor, ^xphde 
whilft he enjoyed his health and fenfesj but had exprefly 
named Antipas to that dignity, * 

Damafcen, in behalf of Archelaus, anfwered, that, Anfwered 
with rcfpeft to the pretended malTacre in the temple, ^ 
nothing lefs tlian feverity could quell the alarming fedition 
then kintfled ; that thofe men were a band of rebellious 
infurgcnts, and the firft aggreflbrs, not only in raifing the 
tumult, but in murdering the officers whom the king had 
fent to appeafe them by the mildeft means; and that he 
had done nothing in this, or in any other inftance, but 
by the advice of thofe who were now turned his accufers : 
that as to the alteration which Herod made in his will 
about the fuccelfion, he being in his perfeft fenfes at that 
time, had doubtlcfs very good reafons for what he did, 
and might probably have obferved fomething in Antipas’s 
behaviour or charafter, which obliged him to prefer his 
brother ; as a further proof that he had altered it upon 
cooler thoughts, he urged h*is fubmitting the validity of 
it to the emperor, without \{.hofe approbation it was to 
be of no force. As foon ns he i^ad made an end of fpeak- Archlaus's 
ing, Archelaus threw himfelf air Auguftus’s feet with fuch humbh 
genuine marks of grief and humility, as moved his com- 
palfion. Cxfar raifed him up, pronounced him worthy of 
the Jewufli crown, and promifed to do nothing contrary 
to his father’s will ; then he difmifled the aflembly with- 
out any further decifion, defirous to take fome time to 
conficler, whether he ftiould beftow the kingdom fold/ 
upon him, or divide it among Herod’s children, feeing 
they all applied themfelves alike to him for redrefs •*, 

While this affair was in agitation at Rome, the reftlefs Antnjt) in- 
Jews ha'l made a new infurredfion in Jerufalcm, wdiich /um^ion 
was ho; /ever fupprelfed by Varus’s fpeedy arrival from 
Antioch, and the punifhment of the ringleaders. On his 
return to Antioch, having left Sabinus with a Roman le- 
gion to keep that metropolis in awe, this general, feeing Sahinus's 
himfelf fuperior to the Jews, made an attempt upon the attempt on 
fortre/Tes >of the city, and the treafures of the Herodian the JenutJk 
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family, with a defign to convert them to his own ufrr 
He chofe however a w'^rong time for fuch an enterprizc- 
The Jews, who came flocking thither to the approaching 
feaft of Pentecoft, not perhaps fo much out of devotion, 
as to oppofe his deGgns, divided themfelveS into three 
bodies, one of which befieged him and his troops in the 
royal palace, whilft the other two poflefled themfelves, 
the one of the hippodrome, and the other of the temple 
«>n the eaft and north fides of it; fo that he was inclofetl 
on every fide. The people were the more exafperated 
againft him, becanfe he had forced his way into the trea- 
fury of the temple, and brought away four hundred ta- 
knts, bcfides other rich plunder which his fordfers had 
carried off, in fpite of all their oppofition. 

Thefe two adtions could not but exafperate the Jewifh 
nation, Whilft one part was taken up in undermining 
the palace, another was endeavouring to caufe a defec- 
tion from the Roman general, by promifmg an amnefty, 
and free leave to march off unmolefted, to as many as 
fliould leave the place. They added the like promife to 
Sabinus, upon the fame conditions, and affured the Ro- 
man troops, that they had no other defign in taking up 
arms, but to free themfelves from the tyrannic yoke of the 
Herodian family. Sabinus would have gladly embraced 
the offer; but the injuries Ite had done the Jews, v/oulA 
not permit him lo rely on dicir promife, fo that he chofe - 
rather to wait for the repforcement he expedlcd from 
Varus. At this period, ?^ew troubles were raifed in other 
parts of Judaea ; among others, two thoufand valiant ve- 
terans of the late king, who had been difeharged from the 
fervice, affembled in a body, and fell upon Archelaus’s- 
forces, commanded by his nephew Archiabus ; but thia 
young general, knowing them to be experienced foldiers, 
fecured himfelf as well as he could in fome fortreffes, 
and other places of difficult accefs ^ 

Ezechias, captain of a gang of banditti, whom Herod 
had with difficulty apprehended and put to defcth, left a 
fon named Judas, who feeing the country labouring under 
a kind of civil war, took this opportunity to rev&nge his 
father’s death. Having collefted a band of the moft def- 
perate free-booters at Sephoris, a city in Galilee after 
feveral incurfions into the king’s dominions, he forced his 
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way into the royal armoury, where he equipped hia men 
cap-a-pie, and from thence into the treafury of feveral 
other places. Being thus furnilhed with men, arms, and 
money, he ftruck terror into the whole province, and 
plundered all the open country. 

He was not the only perfon that aimed at the crown Afecondt^ 
during thefe troublefoine times. There ftartcd up another, Simeon, 
named Simeon, a perfon of a comely ftature, ftrong built, 
well efteemed by the Jews, and who thought himfelf wor- 
thy of the royal dignity. He had been employed by He- 
rod in affairs of great importance. As foon as he appeared 
at the hic'Ai! of a party, the people fainted him king of the 
Jews ; and he, to fliew his zeal againft the two rival fons 
of his late mafter, led his men dire£Hy to Jericho, where 
they fet fire in the royal palace. He proceeded to a£l the 
fame part in other places, enriching his men with plun^ 
der. But, happily for that country, Gratus, Archelaus’s 
general, or, according to Tacitus % Varus, the Syrian go- 
vernor, fell fuddenly upon them, and, whilll they fought 
with more courage than fkill, defeated them entirely, 
ilinieon was taken in his flight, in fome narrow defile, Defeated^ 
and being brought to the general, had hi^ head imme- • 

dialely ftruck ofl-'^ Whilft thefe free-booters were plun- 
tiering and burning the royaj palaces in one part of the 
country, another gang was employed in the fame manner 
clfcvvherej particularly at Amatha on the Jordan, built 
probably by Herod for the coi-^veniency of drinking the 
hot waters for which that city v^as famed 

But dvj iiioft defperatc and dangerous of all thofe fedi- A thirdly 
tious gaiigs {for they raged in everyplace like an epidemic Athrongeu 
difeafe) was that of Athronges, heretofore an obfeure 
Ihepherd, of no merit but what he challenged from his 
gigantic ftature, and brutal courage. At length, after His gang 
many bloody and defperate exploits, the mock monarch drftated% 
fell into the handr. of Archclaus, after his return into Ju- 
diua. One of his brotlicrs was taken by Gratus, and an- 
other by Ptolemy. The laft of them furrcridcred himfelf 
upon gnjd CDJiditions ; and the whole gang was difperfed. 

But the country was ftill in n flame from frefli infurrec- 
tions, as well as from that of the Jews againft Sabinus, 
whilll the Herodian competitors were waiting at Rome 
for the emperor’s decifion. 

By time Varus, apprifed of the danger Sabinus and 
liis legiorf were in, took the route to Judjea, at the head sabmus's 
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of h!s other two, which were all that he had then in Syrid, 
with four troops of horfe, and fome foot, which he had 
drawn from the neighbouring tetrarchs. He appointed 
their rendezvous at Ptolcmais, where he received fome 
frefti auxiliaries, befides fifteen hundred men, which the 
king of Arabia fent him to Berytus, more out of hatred to 
the Herodian family, than love to the Romans. With, 
part of his army Varus marched towards Samaria, whilll 
the reft, under the command of his fon, made an inroad 
into that part of Galilee which was iieareft to Ftolemais. 
This laft, having put to flight all that oppofed him, took 
Sephoris, fold all the inhabitants by auftion, (et fire to 
that noble city, and reduced it to a heap of rubtifli. His 
father, on the other hand, pafled by Samaria, becaufe he 
heard, that it had no concern in the Jewifli infurreftions, 
and marched ftrait to Jerufalem. In his way he fufl'ered 
his Arabian troops to plunder and burn feveral villages 
and towns ; fuch as Arus, becaufe it belonged to Ptolemy, 
a friend of Herod ; Sampho, and Emmaus ; this laft in 
revenge of the flaughter which Athronges had made of the 
Romans near that place ; but the inhabitants of it, fore- 
feeing the ftorm, had withdrawn. Mean while the mu- 
tineers at Jerufalem, informed of the approach of Varus, 
made their efcape 5 and the reft of the inhabitants afluring 
that commander that the authors of the hoftilities com- 
mitted agaiiift the Roman legion under Sabinus, were 
foreign Jews who had come to the feftival, his anger was 
appeafed. Neverthelefs,'^rrefolving to make a fevere ex- 
ample of the delinquents, he fent detachments in fearch 
of them all over the kingdom. A great number being 
found and brought prifoners to Jerufalem, he ordered two 
thoufand of them to be crucified, and fet the reft at li- 
berty (U). 

All this while Archelaus was foliciting the emperor to 
ratify his father’s will, and to name him king of Judaea. 
But a deputation arrived from Judaea, confifting of fifty of 
that nation, fent to oppofe his eleftion, and to beg of the 


(U) This feverity did not 
hinder another body of ten. 
thoufand from taking up arms 
againft him, which prevented 
his difbanding his auxiliaries, 
as he had defigned, and obliged 
him to fend them to quell this 
»ew revolti It was eulily fup- 


prefted, becaufe the’ enemy, 
inftead of making a vigorous 
oppolition, furrendcred at dif- 
cretion, Varus forgave the 
common people, and contented 
himfelf with fen^g their 
chiefs bound to Augufius^ 

/ emperor 
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eiwperorj that their country might be made part of the 
province of Syria, and fubjcft to the governors of it, with- 
out kingly government. They were feconded by above 
eight thoufand Jews then fettled at Rome; who all pro- 
feffed an averfmn to a kingly government, and a defire of 
Jiving under that of the Romans, provided they might be 
allowed the free excrcife of their religion and laws. Au- 
guflus referred the matter to a council of his own friends, 
whom he convened at the temple of Apollo, which he had 
lately built, and where both Tides were heard in th^ir turn. 

Here the Jewiffi ambaffadors began with in vcighing againll Cowjlaint 
Herod, aA'Jio, they affirmed, had governed their nation 
like a tyrant, violating all their laws both facrecl and civil; ticrodf 
impoveri filing a nation, whom, at his firft acceffion to the 
crown, he bail found rich and opulent ; facriiicing an in- 
finite number of his fuhjcfts cither to his ambition, jea- 
I&ufy, or refentment, notfpariiig even the matrons and vir- 
gins of diiiindtion, cither in his fury, or his lufh They, 
faid, notwithitanding all thefc enormities, they would 
giadly haye accepted his fon Archelaiis for their prince, andAreJui^ 
had he not given them fo many convincing proofs of his /««/. 
tyrannic difpofition, an inftance of which they urged in 
the maflacre of the three thoufand mutineers in the 
temple, before he had received the imperial confirmation. 

They concluded with a petition to Auguftus, that he would 
put their nation under the Syrian governors, and then he 
would Toon be convinced whether the Jews were rcr'illy 
fucli rebellious people as they barf been reprefented to him ; 
and not, on the contrary, men of the moft Heady loyalty 
to the fuperior powers. All this remonftrance w^as imme- 
diately anfvveied by Damafcen, who took upon him to 
vindicate the deceafed, as well as the new king, from the 
charge of tyranny and cruelty ; and Auguftus, having 
heard both .fidcs thus far, difmifled the affembly, without 
declaring his refolution. 

At length he decided the coritroverfy in fuch a manner, Cafar's di- 
afe convinced the world of his fricndfliip to Herod, and to finjlon of 
his oftspring. He beftowed the half of the kingdom on "Je'ivifh 
Archelaus, under the title of ethnarch, or governor of a 
nation ; with a promife that he would give him that of 
king, as foon as he heard, that he had rendered himfelf * 
worthy of that diftinttion. ^I'his ethnarchy contained Ju- 
daea Propria, Idumaea, and Samaria; but he exempted 
this laft from one fourth part of their taxes, in confidera- 
tlor/ of their peaceable behaviour during the late troubles 
in Judxa and Galilee. Jofephus reckons the whole ycr.rly 

' \ P 4 revenue 
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revenue of this new ethnarchy, at fix hundred talents- 
The remainder of Herod’s kingdom was divided between 
his other two fons Philip and Antipas j the former of whom 
had the regions of Batanea, t"rachonitis, and Aurinitis, 
to which Csefar added that part of Galilee which had for- 
merly belonged to Zenodorus, amounting to about one 
hundred talents a year. The latter had-^he greateft part 
of Galilee, and the countries beyond Jordan, amounting 
to tivo hundred talents a year. Salome had for her Ihare^ 
befides half a million of filver, the cities of Jamnia, Azo- 
tus, and Phafaelis, to which Auguftus added that of Afca- 
lon. The reft of Herod’s legacies, particularly thf fifteen 
hundred talents which he had bequeathed to Auguftus, he 
generoufly diftributed among his other relations, his grand- 
fons, and two virgin daughters, whom he married to 
Pheroras’s fons, referving for himfelf only a few of his move- 
ables, not fo much for their value, as from regard to the 
memory of his deceafed friend^. 

This new divifijn of the Jewifh kingdom, was fcarce 
fettled, before there ftarted up a new pretender, who 
quickly drew a numerous party after him, lie was a Jew, 
brought up atSidon, and fo much refembled the late Alex- 
ander, Herod’s fon by Mariainne, that he eaiily deceived 
not only the bulk of the jev’s, but even thofe who had been 
acquainted with that unfortufiate prince (X). Upon this 
fuppofitlon, they fpared neither pains, coft, nor acclama- 
tions, to render his entry into Rome as fplcndid as poffi- 
ble. The litter or chair ftate in which he was carried, 

h Antiq. ubi fupra, cap. 13. Vide & Strabo & Tacit, ubi fupra. 

(X) He was aflifted in this flead. Thefe two went firft to 
impofture by an artful adven- Crete, thence to Melos, where 
tLirer, well acquainted with all they railed confiderable fums of 
the Intrigues of Herod’s court, money from the Jews that were 
who, finding the young man fettled in thofe illunds. Having 
capable of carrying it on with • fucceeded fo well at their firft 
great likelihood of fuccefs, ad- fetting out, they refolved to fail 
vifed him to fet about it imme- for Rome; and, being arrived 
diately. Thefe two accordingly at Puteoli, were met by many 
began with giving out, that the of the Jews, efpecially by thofe 
two young ^princes, Alexander who were in the intereft either 
and Arlftobiilus, whom the of the Herodian, or of t, he A f- 
Jews fuppofed to have been put monean families, of both which 
to death, purfuant to their fa- they looked upon him as the 
ther's order, had been preferv- immediate heir, and confe- 
ed by-a faithful friend, and two quently as the only righxful 
Other perfonsfubflituted in their king of the Jews. 
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the vaft crowds that accompanied him, and the reception 
he 'met with at every place he came to, were all anfwcr- 
able to the high notion they had conceived of his quality. 

When he arrived Rome, whither the reft of the Jews 
flocked in crowds, to pay their homage to this new-rifen 
offspring of the Afmonean race, Auguftus, who knew 
Herod too well, to believe that he could be impofed upon 
in a matter of fuch importance, fent one of his freed-men, 
named Celadus, formerly a companion of the two brothers, 
to bring this new Alexander to his prefence. Celadus 
was as eafily impofed upon as the reft ; but Csefar, who 
examing:^ him with a more curious and unerring eye, foon 
difeovered a manifeft deficiency in the port and majefty 
of this upftart, from what he had obferved in that young 
prince, befides a certain callofity in his hands, which con- 
vinced him of the cheat. He therefore alked him and his 
inftrument, what was become of his brother ; and why 
he did not likewife come and make out his claim to the 
Jewifli crown j Caefar was readily anfwered by both, that 
Ariftobulus ftaid at Cyprus to wait the iflue of this jour- 
ney, that, if one of the fons of Mariamne mifearried, the 
other might be preferved to keep up the Afmonean race 
and title. The emperor, however, partly by threats, and 
partly by a promife of fparing his life, extorted a full con- 
felTion of the whole impofture-, the confequence of which 
was, that the young man was fent to the gallies ; and the 
other, who had been the contriver of it, was condemned 
to be hanged. As for the Jew^ who had aflifted them 
with money, Caefar thought their lofs and difappointment 
a fufficient puniftiment ^ 

But neither the diflike which the Jews had fliewn upon 
this occafion to the Herodian family, nor the caution which 
Caefar had given Archelaus, proved fufficient to keep him 
within due Dounds. He no fooner returned into Judaea, 
than he began to betray fome marks of his arbitrary and 
vindidtive temper (Y). 

The 

1 Antiq. ubi fupra, cap. ult, Bell. JuH lib. ii. cap. 5 . 

( Y ) He began with the depo- repudiated his wife Mariamne, 
fition of Joazar from the high- and married Glaphyra, the Wi- 
priefthood, op pretence that he dow of his brother Alexander, 
had fided with fome of the late contrary to the Mofaic law, be- 
mutineOT ; and beftowed that caufe Ihe had had feveral chil- 
dignity on Eleazar, the brother dren by him, and had been 
pfth'cdepofed pontiff. He next married, fince her firft huf- 
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The firft years of liis reign proved peaceable; but the 
people at length, both Jews and Samaritans, being tirecj 
with his tyrannical behaviour, joined in a petition to Aut 
gullus againft him ; which no fooner reached the empe- 
ror than he feiit an agent into Judaea, without letter, 
to bring the Jcwifli ethnarch to Rome. Archelaus, 
though warned, as well as the inceftuous Gliiphyra, by 
fome portending dreams, mentioned at length by Jofephus*^, 
had given fo little attention to them, that Caefar’s mef- 
fenger found Archelaus in the height of his mirth, when 
he came to deliver hi^ orders, and oblige him to hafteii 
to Rome, Upon their arrival there, Aiiguflus', with 
his ufual equanimity, having heard both the charge and 
the defence, condemned Archelaus to be baniflied to 
the city of Vienne, in Gaul, or Dauphine, and all his 
goods to be coiififcated. Judiea, by this fentence. being 
reduced to a province of the empire, was ordered to be 
taxed, and Cyrenius, the governor of Syria, a man of 
confular dignity, was fent thither to fee the edift executed. 
This commiffioner having fold Archelaus’s palaces, and 
feized upon all his treafure, returned to Antioch, leaving 
the Jews in no fmall ferment upon the account of this new 
impofitionh 

Cnponius, the Roman general of horfc, and governor 
of Jud?ca under Cyrenius, had accompanied him in that 
expedition; and his prcfeiice, as well as the good offices 
of Joazar the hlgh-prieft (Z), had, for fome time, kept 
the nation under fome reftraint, until Judas the Gaulonite, 
and one Snducus, a turbulent Pharifee, kindled the flame 
anew. This incendiary declaimed againft: the taxation as 
flavifti, idolatrous, and inconfiftent with their duty to 
God, the only fovereign who could claim any homage or 


* Antiq- ubi fupra k Bell. Jud. 

band’s death, to Juba king of 
Mauritania. He depofed foon 
after the nevv-inftalled pontiff 
upon fome dlfguft, and raifed 
Jefus, thefonof Sias, to that 
dignity. 

(Z) Jofephus has forgot to 
tell us how he was reinftalled 
into this dignity, of which he 
liad been deprived by Arche- 
hus fome ycarjB before, to make 


lib. ii, cap. 5. Ubid, 

room for the fon of Sias, menti- 
oned a li ttle hi ghcr ; but 1 1 i s pro- 
bable that, after that prince’s 
banifliment, Joazar foon found 
means to recover that dignity 
under the Syrian governor ; 
and this might be the motive 
of that zeal which he Ihewed 
in appearing the difeontented 
Jews, 

allegiance 
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alkgiance from the children of Abraham (A). The war 
being thus kindled within and without, was followed by 
a grievous famine, and this by a peftilcnce ; all which 
ended at length in the total ruin of that rebellious and un- 
happy nation. 

All this while the Samaritans had not forgot their old 
grudge againft the Jews, though they had been fo long 
quiet. Cyrenius was fcarce gone out of Judsea, before they 
began to hatch new mifchieis againft them : they waited till 
the next approaching feaft of the Faflovec, on the eve of 
which a number of them, having privately ftole into the 
templCi Jlrewed the galleries, and other places of refort, 
with dead mens bones, fo that the priefts next morning, 
finding that facred place polluted, were forced to put a 
flop to the folemnity, which indignity obliged them to 
be more cautious for the future, to guard the avenues 
from all fuch infulta. However, the ceremony was foon 
refumed •, and it was on this feftival that Chrift, being 
then twelve years of age, came with his parents, accord- 
ing to the Jewifti cuftom, which obliged all the males, 
who had attained to that age, to repair to the temple on 
the three grand feftivals Here the Holy Child chofe to 
ilay, unknown to his parents, who had departed with the 

in Conf, & Exod. xxiii. 15. &xxxiv. 23. Deut. xvi. i 5 . & Luc, 
Ji. 41, & /eq. 


(A) This topic feldom failed 
to make an inipreifion on a 
people, who were taught to 
look upon themfelvcs as the 
only favourites of heaven, and 
upon the rell of the world as 
defigned to be their haves ; but 
it wrought much more effec- 
tually at this time, when their 
hopes of the MeiTiah, or tem- 
poral deliverer, infpired them 
with a tenfold difdain againft 
the yoke which their conque- 
rors were then laying upon 
them. Judas, therefore, could 
nut have wiflied for a more fa- 
vourable juncture to makehim- 
fflf the head of a numerous and 
powerful party i “ And there- 
fore! added he, it is high time 
that you fliould make a llrcnu- 

\ 


ou^s effort for your country’s 
freedom, and without expell- 
ing new miracles to be wrought 
for you, depend on the favour 
of Providence, and you need 
not doubt of coming off con- 
querors.” There wanted but 
this laft incentive to fet them 
a-madding after the promifed 
liberty. Accordingly, we find 
that his fpeech wrought them 
into a kind of phrenfy, which 
quickly vented itfelf in the moft 
horrid butcheries and cruelties ; 
his party plundering, burning, 
deftroying, and murdering 
every were, indifcriininately, 
Jews as well as Gentiles, and, 
in a word, all that oppofed h\s 
fpecioLis pretence of religion 
and liberty. 

reft 
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reft of the company. They did not mifs him till night, 
'when, having in vain fought him among their relations 
and acquaintance, they returned iniTnediately to Jeriifa- 
lem# Here, after three days forrowful fearch, they 
found him in the temple, fitting among the Jewifh doc- 
tors, and furprifing them with the wifdom of his queftions 
and anfwers, fo far beyond his mean education and tender 
years. 

Coponius was, foon after this feaft, fucceeded by Ambi- 
rius, in whofe govemorfliip Salome died, and bequeathed 
her three cities, together with the fine grove of palm-trees 
planted by Archelaus, and all her vaft treafure,. hot to 
either of her nephews, who ftill held their fmall topar- 
chies, but to the emprefs Livia. Auguftus dying at Nola 
in Campania, was fucceeded by Tiberius, after the latter 
had been fomewhat above two years admitted into the 
copartnerihip of the empire. Upon his acceflion he fent 
Valerius Gratus into Jud-ica, who was the fourth Roman 
governor or procurator of it, and continued in that go- 
vernment eleven years. This governor depofed the high- 
prieft Ananus, or Annas, in the fifteenth year of his pon- 
tificate, and raifed Iflimael, the fon of Fabus, to that 
dignity. Being foon after difpleafed with his choice, he 
took it from Iflimael and gaye it to Eleazar, the fon of 
Ananus, whom he had lately depofed, Eleazar, in lefs 
than a year, was forced to refign ; he w^as fucceeded by 
Simon, the fon of Camith, who within the compafs of an- 
other year was turned out,' ’and jofeph, furnamed Caiphas, 
fon-in-law to Annas above mentioned, was appointed in 
his room " ; fo uncertain and venal w'as that dignity be- 
come by this time (B). 

, Gratus himfelf was foon after recalled, and fucceeded 
by Pontius Pilate, a perfon who exceeded all his prede- 
ceffbrs ininjuftice, extortion, and cruelty. 

We hinted a little higher, that the other fons of Herod 
Hill kept polTeflion of their toparchics, notw^Lliftanding Ar- 
chelaus's depofitioa and banifliment : it will be, therefore, 

^'Comp, Jofeph. ubi fupra, & Lukeiii. 2 . John, xviii. ij, Acts 
iv. 6. 

(B) Thefe are the two high- is there called, Caiaphas (i), 
prielh that are mentioned in vvaa the peufon who adjudged 
the gofpel to have profecuted it neceflury, chat he fhould be 
:^nd condemned Jefus Chrift to cut off, to fave the nation from 
death; and Caipba?, or as he ruin. 

(i) John xii 49, & fei^. 


/ nr, 
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very proper here tb give fome farther account of them be- 
fore we enter into a new and different fcene. Antipas, buiU Se^ 
better known by the name of Herod, who had the country phons and 
of Galilee, began with rebuilding the city of Sephoris, 
which had but a little before been reduced to alhes by the 
fon of Varus, and furrounded it with a ftrong wall and 
towers, fo that it became the bulwark, and one of the beft 
cities of that canton \ and as he had been fuccefsful 
enough to ingratiate himfclf with the new emperor, he 
built another, a fine city, on the northern banks of the 
lake of Gennezareth, and called it Tiberias; from thence 
that lake acquired the appellation of the Sea of Tiberias. 

His brotVer Philip followed his example, and raifing the PhiVip 
village of Bethfaida, on the oppofite end of the fame lake, builds Ju» 
into a magnificent city, called it Julias. He likewife gave 
the name of Cxfarea to Paleas, the place where the Jor- 
dan has its fource 

Hitherto Judaea, though in a violent ferment on ac- 
count of the late tax, and fome other tumults, which the 
Romans quelled by main force, had not, however, broken 
out into fuch a violent and univerfal flame, as began to caufes ne’us 
rage after the arrival of Pilate. It was this governor, whofc troubhsin 
fierce, obftinate, and cruel temper, provoked thofe feditions 
and revolts, which did not end but with the extirpation of 
thejewifh ftate. His prededeffors had hitherto forborn to 
bring the Roman ftandards into the city, becaufe their 
bearing the images of men, and living creatures, render- 
ed them an abomination to the* Jews, But Pilate, who 
thought it beneath him to fhew them the fame complai- 
ance, ordered his troops, which were to winter in that 
metropolis, to enter it in the night, with thofe ftandards 
covered ; and caufed them next morning to be difplayed. 

This new and {hocking fight threw the whole city into an 
uproar. A great number of the inhabitants repaired to ^ 

Caefarea, where he refided, and earneftly begged ihe 
ftandards might be removed to fome other place : but he 
refufed to comply with their requeft, which he faid was 
injurious to the emperor. The Jews perfifted in their 
importunity, lying proftratc on the earth before his pa- 
lace for the fpace of fix days. At length he came forth, 
afeended his tribunal, and ordered a body of troops to 
furround and maffacre all thofe who (hould refufe to de- 
part. The Jews, however, far from being terrified, entit} 
meekly held out their necks to the foldiers, telling them, 

9 Andq. ub'i fupra, cap. iii. 
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and th^ governor, that the lofs of their lives was not fo 
terrible to thern as the violation of their laws. Pilate, 
who expefted nothing lefs than fuch paflive conflancy in 
that turbulent nation, wasfo moved at it, that he granted 
their requeft, and ordered the flandardstobe removed out 
of their metropolis p. 

But, as he feems to have been wholly bent upon morti- 
fying the Jewifh nation, he foon refumed his ufual cruelty. 
A proje£l: came into his head to fet up a number of fhields 
in the royal palace of Jerufalem, in honour of Tiberius ; a 
ftep M^hich the Jews failed not to refent as an indignity 
offered to them, rather than a compliment to that em- 
peror. He had, it is true, taken care that there fhould 
be no carved images upon them that might give offence ; 
but the very inferiptions on which were, they thought, con- 
trary to their law ; otherwife there was nothing more 
common both before and after the Jewifh captivity, than 
for the Jewifli monarchs to cover even the front of the 
temple with fuch ornaments. The magiflrates, therefore, 
of that metropolis, with the fons of Herod at their head, 
went to reprefent to him, in the moft civil terms, that 
fuch a confectation was contrary to their law. But their 
remonftrances not proving effeftual, they immediately 
withdrew, and foon after fent a very preffing, but fub- 
miffive letter to Rome, which had the defired effeft. 
Tiberius immediately difpatched another to Pilate, wherein 
he highly blamed him for what he had done, and ordered 
him to remove the flneldr, into fome other place 5 they 
were accordingly brought from Jerufalem and hung up at 
Csefarea 

His nextprojeft to vex the Jews was, to find out fome 
fpccious pretence for drawing money out of the facred 
treafury. This was indeed the moft effeftual way to rouze 
them, next to the rifling of the temple; for he knew but 
too well their invincible attachment to thofe two places. 
The plaufible pretext he chofe, was, the bringing of an 
aqueduct, about two hundred furlongs off, into Jeru- 
falem ; the expence of which he expcdled fliould be fup- 
plied out of the facred depofitory, and demanded accord- 
ingly of them, that a tax fliould be levied for that purpofe. 
However, as he knew this would not fail to provoke the 
people into a mutiny, he took care to provide againft it, 
by caufing a number of his foldiers to mix themfelves with 
the croud, with clubs hid under their coats, to be ready 

p Bell. Jud. lib. ii, cap, 8. & Antiq. ubi fupra, cap. iv. Q Phil, 
Legat. ad Caium. 
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«pon a fignal to fall upon the mutineers# He was hardly 
feated on his tribunal, before it was furrounded by a vail 
concourfe of the Jews, who exclaimed againft his pro- 
je£l, while fome of the meaner fort, as is ufual in fuch 
mobs, accompanied their clamours with bitter inyedlives- 
Pilate had not heard them long before he gave his men HU helliflh 
the fignal, who immediately fell on the Jews with their , 

clubs, wounded, lamed, and even killed many of them 
indifcriminately, and difperfed the reft ^ 

It was now the thirtieth and laft jubilee fince its firft A. D. 
celebration in the land of Canaan, when Chrift, in the 3°* 
thirtieth year of his age, came to preach a more glorious “ _ ** 

and acceptable jubilee, not to the Jewifli nation only, but uniniT 
to the whole world. John, the miraculous fon of Zecha- huminif- 
rias, having left the wildernefs, where he had fpent his 
younger days, came now to preach repentance, and the 
kingdom of the Mefliah, in the fifteenth year of Tiberius, 
and in the high-priefthood of Jofeph, furnamed Caiphas. 

The aufterity of his life, and the novelty of his cloftrine, 
drew daily great numbers of Jews to be baptized by him in 
the Jordan, fuppofing himto be the Mefliah 5 hut he quickly 
difclaimed that title, affuring them that he wzs only fent 
as his precurfnr, and to point him out to them, as the 
perfon who was to baptize them with the Holy Ghoft. 

Jefus came accordingly to 'the place, foon after, to be 
baptized among the reft ; and John humbly excufed him- 
felf from that high office, but being at length prevailed 
on to go into the; river with hing, upon tlieir coming out 
of the water, the Holy Ghofl: vifibly delcended, and 
lighted upon him, wbilft a voice was heard from heaven, 
faying, “ This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleafed The Baptift took that opportunity to manifeft Baptized 
him to all that were there prefent, and to bear this ample 
teftimony of him, that he was the very Chrift, and the 
Lamb of God, who was to take away the fin of the world'. 

As John continued baptizing and preaching in the 
neighbourhood of Bethabara (C), a great concourfe of 

^ Antiq. ubi fupra. * MaCth. iii. 13, & feq. Lukeiii. ai, 

t lid. ibid, Vid. & Joli. i. 29, & ftq. 

(C) So called from the He- Ihews It to have been prt^bably 
brew beth-habarah, the houje fome great terry, and fo very 
ef pajfiugover^ qx ferry Jjovfe \ convenient, not only for bap- ^ 

fuppofed by fome to have had lizing, but on account of the • 1 

tliat name from the patfage of concourfe of people at fuch j 

the Ifraelltes over Jordan ; but places for receiving rhe toll# ^ | 

Whether fo or nor, its name . ' 'j 
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people flocked to him from all parts, efpecially in their 
return homewards from Jerufalem, where they had been 
celebrating the feaft of tabernacles, which happened 
about the beginning of November. In the courfe of this 
year was born to Herod Agrippa, the fon of Ariflobulus, 
afon named alfo Agrippa, who was the laft king of the 
Jews, and before whom St. Paul was allowed to plead his 
caufe ; and next year was his fitter Berenice born, who 
was alfo prefent at the trial, flie being fixteen, and her 
brother feventeen years of age when their father died 

John the Baptitt having given tettimony to the Saviour 
of the world, the two firft that becartiehis followers were 
two of his own difciplcs ; Andrew the fon of Jonah, 
and Simon his brother, to whom he gave the furname of 
Cephas, or Stone* He afterwards called Philip to follow 
him 5 and this went and gave notice of him to an honeft 
Ifraelite, named Nathanael, generally believed to be the 
fame, who is by the other evangelifts called Bartholomew ; 
affuring him that they had found the promifed Mefliah, 
namely Jefus of Nazareth. Thefe two, therefore, and 
feme others, followed him into Galilee, where they were 
all invited to a wedding. Here the wine beginning to 
fail, Jefus, of his wonted compaflion, miraculoufly fup- 
plied them with a fufficient quantity. This wonderful 
change of water into wine, iBiled the company with ad- 
miration, and farther confirmed his new difciples in the 
opinion that he really was the true MelTiah. From Cana 
he went to Capernaum, aTmall city on the wett fhore of 
the lake Gennezareth, where he made but a fliort ttay, 
at this time, on account of the approaching £eatt of the 
Paflbver, to which he repaired with his difciples, it being 
the firft fettival of that kind he had celebrated fince his 
entrance into his miniftry'^. 

Upon his coming to the temple, he found It crouded 
with people that fold cattle, poultry, and other things 
ufed in the Jewifti offerings. This praftice had likewife 
introduced a number of money-changers for the ufe of 
thofc who brought foreign coin inftead of viiflims, and 
whofe tables and trade were equally a profanation of that 
facred place. It is likely that the prietts, who ought to 
have made them keep their ftalls and compters at a greater 
diftance, made a perquifite of their indulgence, and con- 
fequently aggravated the abufe. Againft them, therefore, 
Chrift chofe to exert the firft elTays of his authority and 

■ Vid, Antiq. lib,xviii. cap. 7. xix. cap, ult. Ufler. fuh. A. M. 
4^30, ft feq. V John ii. 13, ft feq. 
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feeal, by turning them all out of that facred building, 
after having feverely reproved them for the prophanatioii 
of which they had been guilty (D). In the mean time 
he did not omit giving them many other pregnant proofs 
of his divine miiTion, in the many miracles which he 
worked before them, and which ftill increafed the num- 
ber of his difciples ; but he, who knew their hearts, eafily 
judged that many of them would foon turn from him, 
efpecially when the fanhedrim and the Pharifaic feft came 
to denounce their fentence of excommunication againft 
them. However, though that fe£l was the moft inveter- 
ate againft him, we (hall find fomc of them of a more 
upright temper, who, making a more equitable judgment 
of his miracles and doftrine, came to be inftrufted by 
him, and became his difciples, though privately, and for 
fear of their unbelieving brethren*. 

Among thefe was one Nicodemus, a venerable ruler ; 
who, concluding that fuch ftupendous works could not 
be MTought without the divine afliftance, andifi confirma- 
tion of fome new fignal doflrine, fuch as the thinking 
part of the Jews expefted the MelTiah to bring with him, 
came privately one night to have a conference with him 
about the nature of his miffion. Jefus, who took a fin- Nicodemus 
gular delight to encourage fuch fincere enquirers and 
knew him to be a doflor of file law, immediately enter- ^ 
tained him with the grand point of regeneration, without 
which he alTured him it was impoflible for a man to enter 
into the kingdom of heaven. H?*exprefled himfelf, more- 
over, in fuch terms as he might have juftly expetted to 
be well underftnod by him, by comparing it to a new 
birth, fuch as the Jews affirmed to be that of their new 
profelytes. But Nicodemus, better verfed, perhaps, in Surprifed 
the reigning difputes of his and the other fe£ls, than with 
fuch fundamentals of moral divinity, as had been fwal- 

X John ii. 13. ad fin. y Vid. int. si. Mark x. ti. 

(D) Bur, whilft his difciples would raife it up in three days, 
admired his zeal for the houfe It was upon this occafion that 
of God, fo worthy of the fon theyj miftaking his meaning, 
of David, the diifatisfied Jews reminded him of the forty-and- 
were queftioning and demand- fix years it had been building* 
ing the figns of his authority j Hia difciples, however, un- 
and received this remarkable an- derftood him much better 
fwer from him, that they ftiould after he was rifen from the 
dcilroy this temple, mean- dead, 
ing that of his body, and he 
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lowed by the prefent polemic contagion, did not at firfl: 
comprehend his meaning. Our Saviour, therefore, hav- 
ing given him a farther explication of that heavenly doc- 
trine, requefted of him to embrace it upon his own au- 
thority for the prefent, affuring him that it was one maia 
purport of his coming down from heaven, to teach it to 
mankind. He added, that the miracles which he had 
feen him work, fliould not be the only proof he would 
give men of his divine milEon, fince they fliould fee him 
fliortly lay down his life in confirmation of it ; and thu^ 
fulfil all the prophecies and types of the Old Teftament^ 
and decrees of Divine Providence, by dying a ranfom for 
the redemption of mankind Nicodemus, who” felt the 
force of all thefe truths, became his difciple from that 
night, but without daring to make open profeflion of it. 
However, vi^hen the fanhedrim once deliberated about 
putting Jefus to death, Nicodemus had the courage to 
oppofe their defign * v 3nd when they had really crucified 
him, he, a^idjoleph of Arimathea, another Jewlfli ruler,, 
were the only two of that high rank who joined to give 
him an honourable buriaP. 

Jefus left Jerufalem foon after this conference, to go 
into the other parts of Judaea, where he employed his 
difclples in baptizing thofe who received his doctrine. 
This miniftry brought on a^ difpute between them, and 
thofe of the Baptifl, who w'-as not yet caft into prifon, 
but was fliil baptizing a little higher on the Jordan, iii 
the neighbourhood of , Salem and Oenon, more towards 
Galilee. The difference between them, being about Jefus’ 
making a greater number of profelytes than. John, was 
referred to the latter, who quickly decided it in favour of 
the former, adding this noble teflimony of him, that he 
was from heaven, and was above all, teflifyihg the truths 
he had feen and heard*. John’s extreme fan^ity having 
raifed him to the efteem, not only of all the Jews, but - 
even of Herod Amipas, the then tetrarch of Galilee 5 this 
laft often took pleafure in hearing and advifing with him ; 
till having ventured to take Heredias, his brother Philip’s 
wife, to his bed, he received fo many fevefe reproofs 
from that holy perfon for his inceft, that he at lafl caufed 
him to be thrown into a prifon, where he foon after or- 
dered him to be beheaded, through the intrigues of that 

■ John ill. 1 1, & feq. » John vii. 50# ^ John 

39i ^ John iii. as. ad fin. 

i^celtuou^ 
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tnceftuous lady, and, to all appearance, much agalnfl his 
own will (E). 

All this while Jefus continued preaching in Galilee, 
and working fo many Angular miracles, that the fame of 
them reached to the Baptift in his confinement. John, 
therefore, fuppofing his own death to be near at band, 
fent two of his followers to enquire of him, whether he 
was the expefted MelTiah, not fo much for his own fatis- 
fatflion, as for that of his difciples. They came oppor- 
tunely to him, whilft he was healing a number of Tick, 
lame, maimed, and blind ; fo that he only bid them re- 
turn, and acquaint their mailer with what they had feen, 
leaving ft to him to explain the matter. Herodias had, in 
the mean time, tried in vain to perfuade the king to dif- 
patch the Baptift ; his fear of the people, who looked 
upon him as an extraordinary prophet, had hitherto out- 
weighed hisbafe complaifance to her. But (he foon after 
compafied that by her hellilh policy, which her perfua- 
fions had not been able to effc£l. Herod's birth-day being J*/ 

celebrated with fui table folemnity before a number of his ^ * 
principal officers, and other perfons of diftindlion 5 Ihe 
took the opportunity, when they were in the height of 
their mirth, and the king moft probably heated wifh wine, 
to fend her daughter Salome to dance before him, who 
performed her part fo well, •that he piomifedwith an oath 
to gratify her in whatever Ihe fliould alk, even to the 
half of his kingdom. The young princefs, who had been 
tutored by her mother, taking (he king at his word, de- 

•^Mat, xiv. I, & feq. 

(E) Herod, whofe firll wife her hulband’a defign, wifely 
was the daughter of Aretas concealed her refentment j and, 
king of Arabia, had lince fallen having obtained his permiflion 
in love with that of his brother to retire for fome time to the 
Philip, whom he had feen at caftle of Machaeron, which 
his caftle, where he had ftop- was then in her father's hands, 
ped fome days in his journey to Ihe, inftead of going thither, 

Rome. Herodias was the made all the hafte fhe could to 
daughter of Ariftobulus, and the Arabian court, where, be- 
grand- daughter of Herod the ing at length arrived, Ihc ac- 
Great. Herod made no diffi- quainted the king with the 
culty to difeover his paffion, whole intrigue, 
and to propofe marrying her ; This caufed a rupture be- 
to which ihe confented, upon tween Herod and Aretas, . and 
condition that he divorced his occafioned a war, which lafted 
firft wife. This laft, having till the death of Tiberius, four 
received fome information of years after their difagreement. 

0^2 fired 
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fired the head of the Bajtift to be given her inllantly in a 
charger. Herod, furprifed at her demand, expreffed rro 
fmall concern at it, whether out of refpeft to that holy 
perfon, or the fear of a tumult. But, at length, the con- 
fideratlon of his oath, and of his guefts, having turned 
the fcale, he ordered an executioner to perform her bloody 
requeft; which being done accordingly, his difciples, 
upon hearing of it, came to take away his body, and gave 
it an honourable burial. 

Jefus Chrift, hearing of John’s imprifonment on ac- 
count of the great number of difciples chat followed him, 
began, it is likely, to fear, that Pilate would take fome 
umbrage at him upon the fame account. This dpprehen- 
fion made him leave Judaea, after a ftay of about eight 
months®, and depart for Galilee ; where paffing through 
Samaria, he converted the woman, and afterwards the in- 
habitants of Sichem. He was well received by the Gali- 
leans, who had feen his late miracles at Jerufalem at the 
laft Paflbver, and preached in their fynagogues. Whilit 
he was at Cana, a nobleman came about a day’s journey 
to him, befeeching that he would come down and heal a 
fon of his, who was at the point of death ; and cxprcfTed 
himfclf in fuch zealous terms, as fufficiently teftified the 
fincerity of his faith. Jefus therefore difmifled him with 
thefe words j Go thy way^ thy fon liveth.” He obey- 
ed ; and, upon his inquiring of his fervants at his return, 
found that he had begun to recover from the very minute 
in which the promife ifijued out of Jefus’s mouth. He 
went from thence into his old city of Nazareth ; and, en- 
tering on the fabbath-day into their fynagogue, where the 
leflbn of Ifaiah ^ was given him to read, in which there 
is a lively defeription of the Meffiah’s preaching the gofpel, 
he expounded it of himfelf, with fuch powerful and ma- 
jeftic grace, as raifed the admiration of the whole audience. 
But fome of them being offended at his extraordinary wif- 
dom, whom they knew to have had fo mean an education 
among them, he reminded them of feveral other cities in 
Judaea, and of many perfons in Ifrael, who had rendered 
themfelves unworthy of the divine favours, by the like un- 
reafonable partiality. This reproof was fo highly refented 
by the Nazarites, that they rufhed upon him with one 
confent, and hurried him to the brow of the hill, on which 
their city was built, with a defign to have caft him head- 

« vide Ufler. Ann. fub. A, M, 4034, ^ Ifaiah, Ixi. i. Vide 

Luke iv. 16, & feq. 

long 
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long down; but he efcaped through the crowd, and went 
to dwell at Capernaum, a city fituate on the coafts of Ze- 
bulun and Nephtalim ; where he preached from the fame 
prophet importing, that thofe regions of Galilee fliould 
in time be called from their native darknefs, unto the 
marvelous light of the gofpel. While he preaclied one 
day in a fynagoguc, there flood a demoniac before him, a demo» 
in whom the unclean fpirit cried with a loud voice; and, mat cured. 
acknowlcging him to be the Holy one of God, begged he 
would not deftroy him. Him Jefus put to filence by his 
powerful word, call out, and healed the man, to ihe ad- 
miration of the people, who fpread his fame throughout 
all that region ; infomuch that, before he had taken a 
little refreftiment at Peter’s houfe, and healed his mother 
of a long and lingering fever, they had brought from that 
whole neighbourhood all that were affliiflcd with difeafes, 
and fet them before him, Jefus, according to his wonted Heah other 
companion, laid his hands on every one of them, and fent difeafes, 
them all home healed^. 

Being come to the lake Gennezareth, or Sea of Tiberias, 
the crowds followed him in fuch a manner, that he was 
forced to get into a boat belonging to Simon Peter, who calls Simon 
from a fifherman he had called to be an apoftle ; and bid Peter. 
him launch out a little way, .in order to teach the people 
from thence. As foon as he had done fpeaking, he bid 
Peter cafl his net for a draught 5 and was anfwered, that, 
though they had toiled all night in vain, yet at his word 
they would try afrefh. They rfid fo, and caught fuch a A large 
large draught, as was like to have funk the boat. Peter, 
furprifed at it, fell at his feet, and befought him to de- ’ 
part from fuch a fmner as he was ; but Jefus, taking him 
up, bid him be of good courage; for he would from 
thenceforth make him a fifher of men K During his abode 
in Galilee, he continued ftill confirming his dodlrine with 
fuch numbers of miracles, that his fame had reached all 
the neighbouring provinces of Syria and Phoenice, info- 
much that many people came from thence to be healed of 
their infirmities. During his abode at Capernaum, a pa- paralytic 
ralytic, who had heard of his fame, caufed himfelf to be bt^ou^ht to 
tranfported thither in his couch borne on men’s fhoulders; 
but the houfe, in which he was, being fo thronged that 
they could get no accefs, the man was carried up to the 
top of the houfe, part of which being untiled, he was let 

g Ifaiahix. i, &feq, Matth. iv. 14, & feq, h Luke iv. ar, 

fin, * Luke v, 4, & feq. Mark xvi, ao, & feq. & alib. 
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down by ropes, and prefented to our Saviour. Jefus be- 
held their faith with plcafure, and addreffing himfelf to 
the paralytic, bid him be of good chear ; for his fins were 
forgiven; which expreflion, according to the Jewiflinotion, 
that fuch infirmities wete the efFedls either of our own or 
of our parents fins S was no more than telling him, that 
he was healed of his palfy. But the fcrupulous Jews, not 
underftanding it in that ienfe, accufcd him ofblafphemy, 
in afluming a power peculiar to God ; and Jefus, by the 
immediate cure of the fick man, foon convinced them of 
their error, and of his being equally impoweyed to forgive 
fins, and to cure bodily infirmities It was hi5 Cuftom, 
on account of the great refort of people that came to hear 
him, to go out of the city from time to time, and to teach 
them by the fea fide. In pafling, he obferved a publican 
fitting at the receipt of cuftom, name Levi, or Matthew, 
and bid him follow him (F). Matthew did not hefitate 
one moment, but left his office and followed him ; and, 
to exprefs the fenfe he had for his gracious call, he made 
him a fumptuous feaft at his own houfe, to which many 
of the fame profeffion were alfo invited. This gave of- 
fence to the fcrupulous Jews, who made fome fevere com- 
plaints of it to his difciplcs ; but Jefus foon filenced their 
clamour, by affiiring them, that he was come to call not 
the righteous, but finners, to repentance 


k De hoc vide John It. z, 1 Matth. ix. 1 , & feq. Luke 

V. 18, & alib. ^ Mate. ix!'io, k feq. 


(F) His being here called 
the fon of Alpheus has led fome 
ancients into a notion, that he 
was the brother of James, who 
is alfo called the fon of Alphe- 
us : and they have, it feems, 
been followed in it by the ge- 
nerality of modern Greeks ; 
but there feems to be no found- 
ation for it. The gofpel gives 
us no farther particulars con- 
cerning him, faving that he 
continued a faithful difciple of 
Jiis Maker; and therefore all 
we (hall venture to add is, that 
he is univerfally allowed to 
have been the firA that penned 
^y fuccinft hiflor)’ of the gof- 
pel, He is f^id to have writteo 


it at the defirc of the apoftles, 
and Jewi(h converts ofPalef- 
tine, before his departure from 
it, to go and preach in the pro-^ 
vinces allotted to him, about 
eight or ten years after Chrift^s 
refuiTeftion. Eufebius tells us, 
it was written in the Chaldaic-f 
Syriac tongue, which was then 
the common one, and in He« 
brew charafters, As for St, 
Matthew, he is commonly be- 
lieved by ancients and moderna 
to have preached the gofpel in 
Perlia and Parthia, and to have 
fuffered martyrdom in Carama-^ 
nia, a province then fubjeft tq 
theParthians. 

After 
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After feveral other miraculous works performed during 
his ftay in this place, Jefus departed for Jerufalem, to be 
prefent at the approaching fedival of the Paffover. In 
this city was a famous pool or refervoir, called in the He- 
brew Beth-Efdah (G), whofe water being at fome particular 
feafons miraculoufly ftirred, had the virtue of curing the 
firft perfon that leaped into it, of whatever difeafe he la- 
boured under. Here Jefus beheld, among the crowds of 
lick, that waited for the motion, a man who had laboured 
under a palfy thirty-eight years ; but, for want of fome cha- 
ritable hand to throw him into the water, had hitherto 
been deprived of that benefit. Jefus, moved with com- 
panion at his mifery, healed him by his powerful word, 
and bid him take up his bedi and go to his home. This 
cure being efFedted on the fabbath-tlay, gave frefli offence 
to the Pharifees, who began to think of putting our Lord 
to death as a fabbath-breaker. 1 o difculpate himfelf, ^d 
convince them, that works of mercy were fo far frorn be- 
ing a violation, that they were the proper bufinefs of the 
fabbath, he expreffed himfelf to them in words to this ef- 
fecl } as my Father worketh hitherto, fo do I work j 
intimating, that, though God had refted on the feventh 
day from creating, in memory of which the fabbath had 
been inftituted, yet did he i^ot ceafe on that day from the 
work of prefervation, which work himfelf was now irm- 
tating, in preferving a number of wretched periftiing ob- 
jefts, whofe mifery claimed his pity and alliftance. But 
the Jewsi ever watchful for matter of new accufation, ac- 
cufed him of blafphemy, for having prefumed to call God 
his Father. Jefus in vain remonftrated to them, by many 
convincing arguments, that he had arrogated nothing to 
himfelf, but what his miraculous works evinced ms un- 
doubted claim to ; aiTuring them, that they ftioidd (hortly 
fee greater and more ftupendous proofs, fuch as had never 
been feen fince the creation of the world. He was at 
length obliged to filence theirfalfe accufation, by remind- 
ing them, that even the Scripture gives the tide of g^a 
to mortal men « If then,” added he, » they be called 

» Conf. Pf. Uxxii. 6, &c. John x. 34. & feq- 
(G) Probably, as fome con- 
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gods, againft whom the fentence of mortality had been 
pronounced by God hiinfelP (H), whyfliould you reckon 
me guilty of blafphemy, whom the Father has thus fandli- 
fied, and fent into the world, becaufe I call myfelf the 
Son of God ?’* 

After his departure out of Jerufalem, he went into one 
of their fynagogues, where flood a man who had a wi- 
thered hand. He began with afking the Jewifh doftors, 
whether it was law^ful on the fabbath to do good or evil, 
to fave or to deftroy. To this queftion they made no re- 
ply; but, when he had reftored the man’s hand, by com- 
manding him to ftretch it forth, the ruler of the fyna- 
gogue, irt a tranfport of indignation, began ^“cenfure 
thofe objefts of pity for offering themfelves to be healed 
on the fabbath, and not rather on any other day of thq 
week. 

They had been exafperated by another incident which 
fell under their obfervation. On the fecond fabbath after 
the firft, as he palTed through fome corn-fields, his dif^ 
ciples ventured tp pluck the ears, and rub them between 
their hands to appeafe their hunger. The Pharifaic crowd, 
who beheld them with a malicious eye, began to exclaim 
againft their Maftcr for ftiffering fuen a manifeft violation 
of the fabbath. Jefus reminded them of the prophet’s 
words, “ I will have mercy mher than facrifice ® inti- 
mating, that necellity takes away the rigour of the law; 
and juftified it by the example of David, who,, on the 
like emergency, ventured upon the facred fliewbread^ 
which was prohibited to all but the priefts ; and not only 
eat of it himfelf, but diflributed it among his retinue. 
Their rancour was proof againft all that he urged in his 
own defence or that of his difciples ; and his filencingthem 


® Hof, vi. 5, 


(H) This h certainly the 
meaning of Chrifl’s words here, 
and not, as ours and other ver- 
fions render unto^hom 

the o f God came. For the 

place referred to in the Pfalins 
is, 1 ha~ue faid^ ye are gods j 
lut ye Jhall die like men. So 
that, according to the moft li- 
teral fenfe of our Saviour’s 
(vords, they ihould run thus : 
if they are called gods^ agatnji 


(not unto) •whom the *word of 
God came forth ^ meaning this 
fentence of death. Thofe that 
are acquainted with the Hct 
brew idiom, to which the evan- 
gelifts were ufed, know that 
the context muft decide the 
meaning of thofe particles that 
are capable of feveral oppofite 
lignifications, which the fenf^ 
alone cannot determine. 
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by fuch convincing arguments made them only the more 
inveterate, till they came to a refolution of putting him 
to death. Jefus, having timely notice of their defign, a- 
withdrew towards the fea-coafts, whither he was foon ^**'*'“ 
after followed by multitudes from all the maritime parts, 
to whom he ftill extended his wonted compaffion, both 
by teaching them, and healing their Gck. 

One night, having retired both from them, and from 
his difciples, he went up to a mountain apart, and fpent 
the whole night in prayer j and on the morrow, calling 
them together again, he chofe twelve from among the reft, Choofes thi 
to be the more immediate witneffes, preachers, and re- 
corders," bf his life and doftrine. To thefe he gave the 
title of apoftles, which word fignlfies a mejjinger or arri’^ 
hajfador p (I). 

In the mean time crouds flocked to him from all parts 
of Judaea, and the neighbouring provinces, attrafted by 
the fame of that divine efficacy by which he wrought the 
moft furprifing cures on the fick, lunatic, demoniacs, and 
other afflifted perfons. Among thefe he continued teach- 
ing in fields and deferts, and was ever heard with equal 
amazement and attention. 

Being addrefled in behalf of a worthy centurion, whofe 
fervant was then very ill of a palfy, Jefus offered to go to 
his houfe, and heal him j %ut, the Roman officer fent 
him a humble meflage, in which he acknowleged himfelf 
equally unworthy to receive him under his roof, as he 

F Luke vi. 14, & feq. Malth. x. **,*& feq. Mark iii. 16, & fcq. 

(I) Thefe were i. Simon, diftinguiflied by the name of 
whom he furnamed Peter ; the Lefs, and the, fon of 
2. Andrew, his brother ; 3, Alpheus, or Cleophas, and of 
James, furnamed the Greater, Mary, the firft coulin, if not 
an inhabitant of Bethfaida, and, the filler of the Virgin Mary, 

4, John his brother, who were for which reafon he is often 
the fons of Zebedee and Sa- called the brother of onr Lord; 
lomc. Thefe, as well as An- 10. Simon, furnamed The Ca- 
drew, had lately been the naanite, from Cana the place 
Baptift'a difciples; but they of his birth, and Zelotes, pro- 
had left him, and followed bably becaufe he had belonged 
Jefus. 5. Philip; and, 6, tothatfeift; 1 1. Judas, other- 
Bartholomew, fuppofed the wife called Jude, and brother 
fame with Nathanael ; 7. Le- to Jartes the Lefs, furnamed 
vi, or Matthew, the publican alfo Lebbeus, and Thaddeus; 
and evangelift ; and, 8, Tho- and, 12. Judas the traitor, 
mas, furnamedDidymus, which furnamed Ifcariot. 
figuifies a ivoin ; 9. James, 

had 
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had been to come and offer his rcqueft in perfon } but that 
he wholly depended on his efficacious word for the cure 
of his fervant : “ For/’ added he, if my authority, 
fmall as it is, can yet enforce obedience from thofe under 
my command, how much more will thy all-powerful au- 
thority be obeyed, wherever thou art pleafed to exert 
it 1” His finpular faith and humility did not pafs unre- 
i^iunoMs warded; Jcfiis healed his fervant at that inftant, and 
firvafi • greatly commended his faith, as far furpaffing all that he 
had beheld, even in Ifrael ; upon which account he took 
occafion to alTure his audience, that many ftrangers fhould 
be admitted from the four corners of the worldcinto his 
heavenly kingdom, whilfl the children of it fhould be mi- 
ferably call out for their difobedience and unbelief Next 
Star/es m day he went to Naim, and, entering the city, met a large 
dead man croud of people accompanying the corpfe of a young man, 
Nairn, ^ pQQj. widow, in compaffion to whom, he 

raifed her fon to life. 

A Fharifee named Simon, having invited him to take a 
meal at his houfe, he was accofted by a woman formerly 
of a loofe charafter, but now a fmeere penitent. She 
came behind him in the humbled manner, fhedding a 
flood of tears, with which flie walhed his feet ; and, hav- 
ing wiped them with her haiu, began to anoint his head 
with a coftly perfume. A proud Pharifec was (hocked at 
her prefumption, fuppofing, that if his guefl were a pro- 
phetj he would of courfe have fpurned fuch a notorious 
I9r# t 9 fuiner from him ; but Jdvs viewed her with a compaf- 
mfmali fionate eye, and difmiflcd her with an anfwer as full of 
comfort, as her heart was of the fincereft repentance. 

Upon his return to Capernaum, he was followed by 
fuch throngs of people, on account of his miracles, par- 
Cuns A ticularly the cure of a poor demoniac, deaf and blind, 
demoniac, which he had jufl then wrought, that his mother and re- 
lations, fearing left he fhould be ftifled, came to difen- 
gage him from the multitude. As they were prevented 
by the croud, from entering, they fen t to let him know 
that they flood without, and defired to fpeak with him ; 
when he declared, that none were more nearly related to 
him than thofe who heard and praftifed the word of God, 
in the mean time, whilfl his miracle on the demoniac had 
extorted an open confeflion from the better part of the 
by-ftanders, tne Pharifees, moved with their ufual indig- 
nation, cried out, that he caft out devils by Beelzebub the 

9 Mattli, viii. 5, & feq, Luke vii< 11, & fcq. 
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prince of devils. Jefus expatiated upon the folly of fup- 
pofing Satan fo far divided againft his own intereft : he 
upbraided them for their malicious and impious fuggef- 
tions; and added, that, though every fin or blafphemy 
againft the Son of man would, upon due repentance, be 
forgiven, yet that againft the Holy Ghoft fhould find no 
forgivenefs either in this or the next world ^ Here the 
Pharifees afked him for a more convincing fign of his di- 
vine miflion; but he told them, that, fince thofe he had 
already fhewed were not able to convince them, there 
fhould be no other or greater given them than that of 
Jonah 5 for, as that prophet was three days and nights in 
the fifli’s belly, fo ftiould the Son of man be as many days 
in the bowels of the earth ^ 

From thence he went to the fea-fliore, followed by great Teachts m 
multitudes ; and, going into a boat, began to preach in parahhs^ 
parables, which the audience always underftood. When 
he had finifhed his difeourfe, he ordered his difciples to 
get him a fliip to crofs the fea of Galilee, into the terri- 
tories of Philip the tetrarch, Herod’s brother. 

Being embarjeed accordingly, he withdrew into the 
ftern, and there fell afleep ; when fuch a furious tempeft 
arofe, as had well nigh overfet the veflel. The difciples 
alarmed ai; their danger, wiaked him, and exclaimed, 

Mafter, favc us; clfe we perifti.” Jefus, feeing them 
in fuch confternation, blamed their want of faith \ then, 
with his powerful word, rebuked the wind and fea, which Stills the 
immediately fubfided ; foon after this miracle, they ^ind and 
landed on the other fide, in the country of the Gerga- 
fencs ' (K). 

Here he was met by two demoniacs, one of them fo Curves two 
very fierce, that no chains could confine him ; they chofe dmoniacu 
their habitation among the tombs, and made it uiifafe to 

E afs that way, till the fight of Jefus brought them trem- 
ling at his feet, where the devils began to acknowlege 
him to be the Son of God, and befought him not to tor- 
ment them before their time. When he alked the moft 
furious of the two, what was his name, he anfwered, 

r Matth. xii. 31, Sc feq. Mark iii. 28, Scc» > Matth. 

xii. 38. Luke xi. 29. ‘ Mattb. viii. 23, & feq. Markiv. 

36, &feq* Luke viii. 12, & feq, 

(K) So the Greek manu- ation makes it very difficult to 
feripts of St. Matthew have it. know the lituation of this can- 
Thofe of the other evangelifis ton, or of the city from which 
call them Gadarenes : fome it took its name, 
re^d Qerafenes: whieh vari* 

Legion,,, 
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Legion, Implying that a multitude of thofe evil fpirlts had 
^taken pofleffion of his body. Thefe therefore befought 
him, that he would permit them to migrate into the neigh- 
bouring herd of fwine ; which requeft being granted, the 
whole herd was immediately feen to rufli headlong into 
the fea, to the number of two thoufand, whilft the two 
patients were reflored to their health and fenfes. 

Kaifes the Upon his return to Capernaum, he was addrefTed by the 
ru\er*5 ruler of the fynagogue, wliofe daughter, about twelve 
daughter^ years of age, was then expiring. Among the crowd that 
followed him to the houle, was a poor woman, who had 
laboured a long time under an haemorrhage, and#:onfum- 
ed her fubftance in feeking for the help of phyficians. 
She had fuch a ftrong faith in the world's Saviour, that 
fhe thought the bare touch of his Ikirt would afford her 
emdcuhs an immediate cure; and this fhe really obtained : but, 
a’ujoman notwithftanding his being fo thronged by the multitude, 
tfa btoody knew, by the virtue gone out of him, that fomebody 
had touched him, and inquired of his wondering difciples, 
who it was. The woman fell trembling at his feet, and 
owning herfelf the objeft of his miraculous power : 
‘‘ Daughter, (faid he) be of good comfort ; thy faith hath 
made thee whole.” The damfel having expired in the in- 
terim, Jefus, who beheld with pity the father's grief, bid 
him not fear, but firmly believe ; and, entering the houfe, 
ordered the mourners to ceafe their lamentation, fince the 
child was oaly alleep ; but, whilft thefe derided him, he, 
with Peter, James, Joha?, and the maiden's father, af- 
Cended to the upper room ; and, taking her by the hand, 
bid her arlfe ; a command, which fhe immediately obeyed 
This miracle was foon blazed abroad, to the great increafe 
of his fame, notwithflanding the precautions he ufed to 
prevent its being known. 

Cemes h He foon left Capernaum, in order to revifit his native 
haxareth* city Nazareth ; and, in his way thither, cured two poor 
blind men. He went, as ufual, into their fynagogue, 
and preached to them with fuch eloquence, as aftonifhed 
the whole audience ; but they, remembering themeannefs 
of his education and parentage, were offended at his pre- 
fumption. This invincible obftinacy, on their part, pre- 
vented his working any fignal miracles there. He con-* 
tented bimfelf with healing fuch fick perfons as offered 
tfaemfelves in his way, and departed, never to vifit them 
again. 

> Matth, ix« iS| &c« Mark v. ai, Luke viii. 41 , & feq. 
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We are now come to the third year of our Saviour^s 
public miniftry, which he began with making a progrefs 
through all the cities of Galilee ; where, beholding with 
his ufual companion, the multitudes that followed him 
every-where, and how few the labourers were in compa- 
rifon of the plentiful harveft in view, he fent his twelve 
apoftles, to preach alfo through all that country. He en- 
dowed them with his own miraculous gifts, commanding 
them to be difpenfed with the fame gratuitous liberality 
as that with which they were received ; at the fame time 
forbidding them to encumber themfelves with any worldly 
conveniencies ; but enjoining them to depend upon Pro- 
vidence Fdr a fupply and reward worthy their charitable 
labour. With thefe excellent gifts and inftrudlion^ they 
departed, whilft Jefus tarried (till at, or in the neighbour- 
hood of Capernaum, where he heard, about this time, 
the news of the BaptiiPs death. Hither his difciples foon 
after returned, and, with no fmall joy, acquainted him 
with the fuccefs of their lace million 

Herod had only laid his fears afleep by the death of his 
troublefome monitor, which were foon awaked at the fame 
of Jefus, whom he fuppofed to be that prophet rifen from 
the dead, whiHl others took him for Elias, or fome other 
of the ancient prophets. This jealoufy obliged him to 
withdraw with his difciples Into a defert place, whither 
he was followed by a great multitude, whom he taught 
in the wildernefs. The day being far fpent, and viftuals 
fcarce, Jefus, unwilling to fen d^ them away falling and 
faint, made the people (it down in a convenient place 
and, having blelTed his provifion, which confided in all 
of five barley-loaves and a few fmall filhes, multiplied and 
diftributed it among them j and, after they had all eaten to 
fatiety, his difciples were ordered to gather the fragments, 
whicn filled twelve balkets, over and above what had been 
eaten by the multitude, amounting to five thoufand men, 
befides women and children. This llupendous miracle 
confirmed them in the opinion that he was the promifed 
Mcffiah 5 fo that they were now confulting to make him 
king by main force ; but, as foon as he perceived their 
intention, he refolved to convey himfelf far enough out 
of their reach *. He therefore bid his difciples crofs over 
the lake towards Bethfaida, whilft he (laid to difmils the 
people. Whilft his difciples were on the water, he with- 

w Matth. ibid. & feq. Mark vi. ag* 
k feq. ad 17. 


S3; 

A. D. 

33 » 

Sends hh 
apofiles if 
preach^ ^ 


Herads 
fear aboui 
CArifi, 


Feeds frui 
thoufand 
with fiua 
loaves. 


X John vii $9 





Walks Off 
ihSta* 


TkirJ Pa/^ 
fo^tr after 
Chrifl's 
tntranci 
into his 
fniniftry, 

^he Pha- 
rtftes try 
to intangle 

him. 


An put to 
^ience. 


The Hijiory of the Jews, 

drew into a retired place on the mountainj to fpend ibme 
part of the night in prayer. The wind being then con- 
traryi and very fierce, hindered them from reaching the 
Ihore \ but, whilfl they were rowing and toiling in vaini 
Jefus came towards them, about the fourth or laft watch 
of the night, walking on the boifterous waves, a fight at 
which they uttered a hideous cry, fuppofing that they had 
feen what the Jews call a mazik or fpe£lre Jefus foon 
dilHpated their terror, by afluring them, that it was he ; 
but Peter, between douot and furprize, anfwered him. 

Lord, if it be thou, bid me come to thee on the water 
and, being permitted, ventured into the fea. A fudden 
guft of wind having fwelled the furges, and hrs ''faith be-< 
ginning to fail, he found himfelf in danger of finking, 
and cried out to his Mafter for help. Jefus ftretched 
forth his hand, upbraided him with want of faith, and 
helped him into the boat, where he alfo entered, and a 
calm foon enfued^ At his landing, he was again met by 
innumerable multitudes, who brought to him their difeaf^ 
ed from all parts to be cured. Great part of this multi- 
tude, however, confifted of thofe whom he had miracu- 
loufly fed, and were now come with a view of farther 
temporal advantages ; but Chrift rebuking them for their 
fordid motive, and explaining the fpiritual nature of his 
milTion, fo difgufled them, 'that they immediately forfook 
him. 

Thefe things happened a little before the third Paflbver 
after his entrance into his miniftry; for the evangelift hints*, 
that this feftival was at hand j but whether Jefus went up 
to it, or (laid in Galilee, is no-where exprefsly mentioned. 

The feaft being over, the Scribes and Pharifees fent 
fomc of their fpies to watch his words and aftions, in 
order to colleft fotne matter of accufatlon \ when they 
blamed him and his difciples for eating with unwaflied 
hands, contrary to the traditions of the ancients, and the 
conftant cuftom of the Pharifaic feft, Jefus retorted upon 
them the hypocrify of cleanfing the hands, difhes, and 
other vefl’els, whiUl their hearts were left in all their filth 
of rapine, deceit, and other real defilements. He ex- 
plained the mifchiefs arifing from too clofe an adherence 
to thofe traditions, a great part of which, though plainly 
oppofite to the divine law, were yet preferred to it in point 
of authority and obfervance. He denionfirated the im- 

y Vide Au£t. Tzeror, Hann^or, &e Hebr Commeht, in Pfak xch 
z Matth.xiv. 24, & feq.' Mark xii 4$, 6c John vi, 16, '&c. 
s John vi. 4* 
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piety of fome, and ftupidity of others of thofe traditions } 
fuch as thofe that abfolved a man who fwore by the temple, 
but not him that fwore by the gold of the temple ; or hinj 
that fwore by the altar, though not him that fwore by the 
gift that was on it ; though it was the temple that fane- 
tified the gold, and the altar that fanftified the gift, 
Thefe fevere reflexions irritated thefe Pharifaic fpiea the 
more, as they appealed to the capacity of the meaneft of 
his audience, and could not but infpire the people with a 
Cngular contempt for thofe expounders of the law, as well 
as with a great veneration for himfelf. 

To avoid, therefore, the perfecutions which were likely 
to be riifed againft him from that quarter, he withdrew 
towards the coafts of Tyre and Sidon, and entered into a 
houfe privately ; but it was foon befet by a great number 
of fick, who came to be cured. Among thefe was a Ca- 
naanitifh or Syrophoenician woman, who yet addrefled 
him with the title of Lord, and Son of David, earneftly 
intreating him in behalf of her daughter, who was tor- 
mented with a devil. Jefus at firft feemed fo far to over- 
look her, that his difciples begged of him either to grant 
the fuit, or fend her away. Jefus telling her that it was 
not fit to deprive the children of their bread, to call it unto 
dqgs ■, ftie threw herfelf at his feet, and humbly reminded 
him, that the whelps were permitted to feed on the crumbs 
that fell from their mailer's table. Jefus commended her 
Angular faith, and pronounced her daughter healed ; the 
woman, highly fatisfied, retua^ed home, where flie found 
her daughter fitting on the bed perfeftly recovered 

Shortly after this excurfion, Jefus went more eaftward 
towards the head of Jordan, and took a prqgrefs through 
Decapolis (L), where, among other miraculous cures, he 
gave fpcech and hearing to a man born deaf and dumb ; 
infomuch that the aftoniflied multitude cried out, That 
he had done all things well, and made the deaf to hear, 
and the dumb to fpeak.” He was followed by the multi- 
tude from thence into fome defert mountain, where he 
tarried three days, teaching them, and healing all their 
ficknefles. As they had brought no provifions, Jefus, 
pitying their cafe, once more exerted his miraculous 

* Matth, XV. 21, & feq. 

(L) A canton in PalelHne, capital of which was Scythopo- 
fo called from its ten citi^, fi- lis ; it was inofily inhabited by 
mate fome on this, and fome Gentiles, 
on the other fide Jordanp the 
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power in feeding their bodies. Finding his difciplcs had 
liill feven loaves^ and a few fiflies, he multiplied both intd 
a fufficient quantity to fatisfy four thoufand men,' befides 
woriien and children; and feven balkets were filled with 
the fragments ! Crofling the Lake of Tiberias towards the 
fouth-eaft parts of Magdala or Dalmanutha he was ac- 
cofted again by fome of thcPharifecs and Sadducees, who 
came to afk a fign ; to whom having anfwered, as for- 
merly, that they Ihoiild have no other but that of the pro- 
phet Jonah, he failed back, and left them to make the ap- 
plication. 

Arriving in the neighbourhood of Ctefarea Philippi, he 
began to queftion his difciples what the Jews commonly 
thought of his perfon and charafter. Being anfwered, 
that he was fuppofed by fome to be John the Baptift, by 
others Elias, or fome other prophet; he alked them, what 
theii* own opinion was- Simon declaring they be- 
lieved him to be the Mefliah, the Son of God, Chrift fur- 
named him Peter, or and promifed upon that rock 
to build his church. But he charged him, and the reft of 
his colleagues, not to let it be fo much as whifpered 
abroad, that he was the Pvlefliah or Chrift, till he fhould 
be rifen from the dead (M). But as he had given fuch a 
foretafte of his fufferings and death, as could not but make 
a deep impreflion on their minds, confidering that they 
had always looked upon him as the reftorer of tlie kingdom 
of Ifrael, and continued to do fo even after his refurrec- 
tion •*, he thought fit to give fome of them a fpecimcfi of 
his future glory. 

Peter, James, and John he conduced to an exceeding 
high mountain, generally believed to have been Mount 
Tabor, or Thabor, and was there transfigured. This 
change happened, whilft he was at prayer when they 


b Matth. xvi- i, & feq. Mark viii, io, Sc feq. c Luke 

ix. iBp Sc feq. &alib. ^ A£ls.i. 6. Luke ix. 2 S, Sc feq,‘ 


(M) From this time, finding 
their faith fo well founded, he 
began to open a myftery to 
them, which they little dream- 
ed of, but which it was high 
time for them to be acquainted 
with ; namely, chat of his fuf- 
ferings and death at Jerufalem. 
Peter, jthunderllruck, as it 
were, at fuch an unexpeAed 


difeovery, could not forbear 
crying, “ Lord, far be it from 
ihee, that ever any fuch thing 
Ihould befal thee;'* but he 
prefcntly received fuch a fe- 
vere rebuke from him, as gave 
him to underfiatid, chat he 
was but a novice in the doc- 
trines of man’s redemption and 
felf»deniali 


fiiddenly 
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fuddenly beheld a luftre darting from his face, outfhlnlng 
even that of the fun. His garments became whiter than 
fnow. Mofes and Elias appeared alfo in their glorified 
ftate, and conferred with him about the fufferings and 
death he was fliortly to undergo at JerufalCm^. The three 
apoftles were confounded at the divine fplendour that fur- 
rounded them ; and Peter, in a kind of ecftatic furprize, 
cried out, Lord, how good is it for us to be here ! Let 
us make three tabernacles, one for you, one for Mofes, 
rmd the third for Elias.’* Then they heard a voice from 
heaven, faying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleafed ; hear ye him.’* At thefe words they re- 
mained 'proftrate on the ground, ftruck with wonder and 
amazement, till their mailer came, and raifed them up ; 
when, upon their looking about, they were furprifed to 
find him alone, and in his ufual drefs and appearance s. 

As they defeended to rejoin the reft of their company, Qoma 
Jefus gave Peter, and his two alTociates, a ftrid charge to //*o« 
conceal the vifion, till he was rifen from the dead, the mount* 
Thefe laft words caufed afrefh queftion among them, what 
the expreflion of his rifmg from the dead fhould mean 5 
for, it feems, they could not yet perfuade themfelves of 
what he had fo lately told them concerning his death at 
Jerufalem. However, they took care not to fpeak of his 
transfiguration till after his* refurreflidn. By that time Difputehe- 
they had reached the foot of the mountain, where a great tn^jeen the 
multitude, and among them fome Pharifees, waited for 
them, and had wrangled with tliyofe difciples whom Jefus 
had left behind *, before he could enquire into the occa- 
fion of their difputc, a man, preffing through the croud, 
fell proftratc at his feet, and implored his afliftance in the 
behalf of his fon, who was miferably tormented with a. 
dqmb demon, by whom he was fometimes hurried into 
the fire, and af other times into the water. This niifer- 
able obje£l had been brought to the difciples ; but they 
could give him no relief. Jefus, upbraiding both his dif- 
ciples, and the whole Jewlfh generation, with their want 
of faith, ordered the child to be brought before him ; and, 
whilft he was in the ftrongeft convulfions and agonies, 
afiured the forrowing father, that if he could believe, 
the cure of his fon would be eafily performed. The fa- 
ther immediately cried out, Lord, I believe-, fupply my 
unbelief :’* and Jefus, rebuking the evil fpirit, he fled 
with hideous cries, leaving the boy breathlefs on the 

f Conf- Pf. cxxxviii. a, & Philip, lii. 9 , 6 Matth* xmi. i, 

ic feq. Mark vi, a, Sc Teq* . Luke ix. z 8 , & feq. 
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ground ; infomuch that the by-ftanders believed him dead- 
But Jcfu8, taking him by the hand, raifed him, and de- 
livered him to his father, perfeftly cured. As foon as 
they had withdrawn themfelves from the aftoniflied mul- 
titude, his difciples begged of him to know the reafon 
why they had in vain attempted to caft this devil out ? 
He anfwered, that all their difappointments were ow- 
ing to want of faith ; but that this particular mifcarriage 
was owing to their negleft of falling and prayer 

As they were moving towards Capernaum, freed from 
the croud, Jcfus took this opportunity to fpeak to the 
twelve concerning his approaching death ; and to afTure 
them, that he Ihouldbe betrayed into wicked hahis, to be 
crucified ; but that he Ihould rife again on the third day. 
But they feem to have been fo prepolTeffcd with a notion 
of an earthly kingdom, that, inftead of defiring him to 
explain farther to them the myftery of his crofs, they 
were rather debating how he was likely to difpofe of the 
new dignities, which they had more immediately in view. 
This difpute lafted till they arrived at the city, where the 
colleflors alked them, whether their Mailer did not pay 
the ufual tribute : and Peter anfwered in the affirmative. 
Jefus, however, plainly hinted that tribute was due only 
from ftrangersi and not from the children, or thofe who 
are free-born. Neve rth clefs,' added he to Peter, to pre- 
vent giving any offence on that account, Go and call 
thy hook into the lake ; and in the mouth of the firll filh 
thou takeft, thou will finjl^ a piece of money 5 pay that for 
thee and me V’ 

When Peter returned, Jefns- alked them what they had 
been difputing about in their way thither ; whilft they, 
confeious of their ill-timed ambition, held their peace. 
But he, who knew their thoughts, taking a child in bis 
arms, exprefsly told them, that the only way of becoming 
great in his heavenly kingdom, was to be like that little 
child in innocence and humility. He proceeded to expa- 
tiate on the virtues nf charity, and forgivenefs of injuries, 
which he recommended in the moll eamell manner to 
their praftice and cultivation ; and dire£led them in what 
manner to admonilh offenders, before theyfhould be con- 
demned and cut off from fociety. 

After a Ihort ftay at Capernaum, the feaft of taber- 
nacles drawing near, fome of his relations, who were 
the moll backward to believe him, obferving bow the fear 

h Matth. xvii. 14/ & feq> Markix. 14., & feq. Luke ix. 37, Sc 
lin]. ^ Matth, ibid. »,&req. Mark ^ Luke ubi ffipra, 
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of the Jews had made him avoid going into Judsfia took 

upon them to tell him, that if his dclign was to be known 

to the world, he ought to fliew himlelf at Jerufalem to 

the great concourfe of people that would be there afTem- 

bled at the feaft, inftead of hiding himfelf in thofe ob- 

fcure corners of Galilee. Jefus, inftead of reproving 

their temerity, only took occafion to remind them, that 

they, indegd, had nothing to fear there from the Jews 5 but 

that it was otherwife with him, againft whofe life the 

heads of that nation were more bufily plotting at this time 

than ever. He therefore told them that they might go Go^f to the 

thither as foon as they pleafed ; but, as to himfelf, he °f 

would t*ake his own time. He ftaid not long, however, 

after them ; but went thither in the privateft manner, for 

fear of awaking the jealoufy of his enemies (N). 

Before he reached Jerufalem, he was pleafed to appoint Appoint! 
another college of difciples, to the number of feventy, an- feyenty 
fwering to the number of the elders chofen by Mofes to 
be his afliftants *, as that of the twelve apoftles anfwered 
to the twelve tribes of Ifrael. Thefe he fent alfo by two 
and two, and with the fame inftruftions, and miraculous 
power, which he had given to the twelve apoftles ; with 
this difference only, that the latter were permitted to go 
to any city of Ifrael, but the former only to thofe parti- 
cular places, where he himfelf defigned to come after and 
preach*". He appeared publicly in the temple about the Reaches in 
latter end of the feaft, teaching openly, and difplayed the temple. 
fuch intimate acquaintance witlj the facred books, that 
they could not forbear alking one another in a kind of 
amazement, whence a man of fo mean an education could 
ever attain to fo much knowlege. When Jefus heard this 


k John vii. i, & ftq. t Vide Exod. xviii. paff Deut, i. 9* 
^ Luke X. I, & feq. 


(N) In his way thither he 
chofe to go through fome parts 
of Samaria, and fent one or 
two of his difciples to prepare 
a lodging for him at one of 
their towns on the road; but 
thefe, according to their ufual 
rancour, underftanding that he 
was going to Jerrufaiem to the 
approaching feaft, refiifed to 
give him any entertainment ; 
a refufal which fo exafperated 
hii company, that James and 


John, the fons of Zebedee, 
ftyledBoanerges , were for bring- 
ing down fire from heaven to 
confume that ungodly place. 
But Jefus gave them fo fevere 
a rebuke, as made them fenfi- 
ble how diametrically oppolite 
fuch a revengeful and murder- 
ing fpirit was, to that meek and 
charitable one, which brought 
him from heaven to fave man- 
kind. 


reafoning, 
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rearoning, he.aflured them, that his doftrine was notfroiHi 
men, but from heaven ; and that if any of them were fm- 
cerely difpofed to do ihe will of God, they would foon 
be convinced of the truth of what he faid. Whilft fome 
admired his courage, in fpeaking fuch bold truths at the 
hazard of his life, and affirmed his miracles proved him to 
be the true Mefliah *, others objected to the known mean- 
nefs of hrs birth and parentage. To thefe he anfwered^ 
that whatever they might know of his earthly pedigree, 
they were wholly ignorant of his heavenly delcent. He 
enforced his doftrines by fuch irrefragable proofs, that a- 
great number of theni publicly profefled their belief in him ^ 
which fuccefs, when the Jewifh magiftrates knew, the)r 
fent fome of their officers to take him into cudody. Buc^ 
as his time was not yet come, inftead of following their 
inftruftions, they came back filled with admiration, and 
told thofe chiefs, that they never heard a man fpeak like 
him " (O). 

John vH, II, feTeq. 



(O) The Pharlfeea, exafpe- 
rated to hear fuch numbers of 
the multitude, and particularly 
the officers fent to feize him, 
declare themfelves fo openly 
in his favour, were loud in 
their invectives, alleging, that 
none of their learned rabbies 
or rulers, or indeed any but^an 
ignorant mob, had believed in 
him. Here Nicodemus, who 
was his difclple, though fe- 
cretly, reminded thofe hot- 
headed zealots, that the law 
•did not permit them to con- 
demn a man in that rafh and 
nercilefs manner, and without 
hearing w'hat he had to fay in 
his own defence. 

Jefus went that night out of 
.the city, and retired towards 
the mount of Olives' ; and re- 
rurned again early in the morn- 
ing, and taught in the trea- 
fury of the temple, where the 
and Pharifees brought 
.an adultrefs before him, faid to 
te taken in the, very nft. They 


pretended to have a defire to 
know what he thought was to 
be done in this cafe, that they 
might find fome accufation a-* 
'“gainft him, fuch as either hi» 
too great feverity, if he con- 
demned ; or, if he did not, his^ 
too great indulgence, and dif- 
regard to the law ; or, in either 
cafe, his afiuming a judicial 
power. Jefus, who eafily per- 
ceived their malicious dengn, 
Hooped down, and made as if 
he did not hear them ; bur 
was writing fomething with his 
finger on the ground. But bc- 
ing prefled to declare hia mind, 
he rofe up, and told them, that 
he who was free from fijr 
fliould caft the lirft ftone, and. 
then returned to his former at- 
titude. This unlooked-for an- 
fvver filled thofe holy hypo- 
crites not only with wonder^ 
but with fuch fhanic and re-, 
niorfe, that they withdrew, one 
after another, and left the wo- 
man alone with him. When 
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Among other tenets, he declared that he hlmfclf was 
the true light of the world, and that thofe who followed 
him were free from darknefs. This exprelhon inccnfed 
the Pharifees afrelh ; and they treated him contemptu- 
oufly, as bearing teftimony of himfelf i but were an- 
fwcred, that they indeed were peculiarly famed for com- 
plimenting one another, but, as for him, he had the 
teftimony of Mofes and the prophets, of John the Bnptift, 
and, above all, that of his heavenly Father, of which the 
ftupendous works, which he wrought before them, were 
undeniable proofs. But/' added he, “ this will more 
£vident^y appear after ye have lifted me up on the crofs; 
for theiilhall my difciples find themfelves truly freed front 
that yoke and thraldom, under which the red of the world 

f roans.” The Pharifees replied, that they being Abra^ 
am’s children, it was out of his power to make them 
freer than they were, fince they had never been in bondn 
age to any ; but Jefus told them, that if their adlions were 
to determine whofe children they were, their pride, ava- 
rice, perfecuting and murdering fpirit, and their perverfe 
.oppofing of all faving truths, rather proved them the chil- 
dren of the devil, aaid the flaves of fin, than the free- 
torn offspring of a righteous Abraham. The Jews re- 
criminated, by calling him a Samaritan, and a demoniac ; 
and he retorted the charge with great power. Then, 
turning to his audience, “ This I affiire you of (faid he) 
that he who obeys the divine law which I am preaching 
unto you, fhall never die.” Th^doubtful expreffion raifed 
new arguments, and extorted frefh invedtives from the 
Jews, who attempted to ftone him ; but he as often mi.- 
raculoufly conveyed himfelf without the reach of their re- 
fentment 

In his way to Galilee, he flopped at a certain fmall 
village called Bethany, fituate on the fartheft part of the 
Mount -of Olives, where he was entertained by Lazarus 
and his two fifters, Martha and Mary. 

From Bethany he proceeded to Galilee, where he went 
about teaching in every fynagogue, and other convenient 
places, and ftill confirming all he advanced with new 

* John viii. 12, & feq. 30, & Teq. 

Tefus flood up, and found all Go thy way, and fin no 
her accufers gone, hedifinifled more and then refumed his 
har with this mild reproof, difeourfe to his audience (i;. 

(f) John viii. 1, & feq, 
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heals an miracles**. Perceiving in the fynagogue a poor decrepit 
old decre- -woman, whom old age and ficknefs had fo bowed down, 
pitwman, heen able to raife herfelf up during the 

fpace of eighteen years, he called her to him ; and, hav- 
ing laid his hands on her, pronounced her free from her 
infirmity. ' 

After frequent peragrations through Galilee and Ju- 
dxa, he repaired to the feaft of the dedication of the tem- 
ple, indituted by Judas Maccabaeus. He chanced on a 
fabbath-day to meet In the ftreet a man that was born 
blind, concerning whom his difciples aiked him, whether 
the fins of his parents, or his own, had brought, that ca- 
lamity upon him. Jefus anfwered, that neither his own 
nor his forefathers fins were the caufe of his blindnefs 5 but 
that God fufFered fuch things to happen for the greater 
manifeftation of his unlimited power. So faying, he fpic 
upon the ground, and anointed the blind man’s eyes with 
the moiftened earth, and bid him go and waih himfelf in 
€urtj a Siloam’s pool. The patient obeyed, and obtained his 

^as^bo^ fight, to the no fmall admiration of all that faw him, who 

Tim, could hardly perfuade thcmfelves that he was the fame 
perfon, whom they had known fo long deprived of his 
cye-fight. The news of this wonderful cure foon reached 
the fanhedrim, whither the plan was alfo brought, and 
carefully examined j but, upon his acquainting them with 
the circumftance of jefus’s anointing his eyes with the 
clay made with fpittle, a great diflenfion arofe among 
them ; one fide affirmingdiis adlion to be a breach of the 
fabbath, and the other alking them, how they could fuppofe 
it poflible for a fmner and fabbath-breaker to work fuch 
an extraordinary miracle. To be fatisfied of the truth of 
the faft, they ordered the man’s parents to be brought be- 
fore them, who, upon examination, owned him to be 
their fon, and to have been born blind; but pretended to 
be ignorant how he had received his fight. Upon their 
receiving this farther evidence, they called the young man 
in again, and bid him aferibe the glory of his cure to 
God alone ; for, as to the perfon who had wrought it, 
they knew him to be a fmner and a cheat. The young 
man at length took the liberty to plead in his defence ; 
and to remind them, that fince the creation of the world 
no fuch cure had ever been wrougipt on a man born blind ; 
and that it was confequently not only abo^re the power pP 
fjxch a hateful fmner, as tney reprefented him, but even 

p Luke k xii. pafT, 
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above the power of any but a true prophet fent from Ar D, 
heaven. They were hill more exafperated to hear them- 3^. ’ 
felves reproved-by a man whom they accounted altogether 
born in fm ; and, after a fevere and contemptuous rebuke, Janhe- 
ordered him to be turned out of the aflembly “ 5 . ^dlmn^l\m 

We fliall omit a great number of his excellent fermons, ^ 
parables, ftrenuous ftrugglcs with the incredulous Jews, 
and frequent perfecutions from the Pharifees and Sad- 
ducees, and proceed to fpecify that celebrated miracle, 
which determined the fanhedrim at length to put him to 
death. We mean the raifmg of his friend Lazarus from 
death to life, after he had been four days buried. 

Jefus’Rad defignedly conveyed himfelf at feme diftance Herarfes 
from him, during the time of his ficknefs *, and had at lafl: Laxarus 
acquainted his difciples with his death, adding, that he 
would now go and raife him up to life. Upon his ap- * 

proaching Bethany, Martha went to meet him at fome 
diftance from the place, and complained to him with 
tears, that if he had been there, her brother would not 
have died, Jefus comforted her with the promife of his 
rifing again ; hut fhe, underftanding it of the laft refur- 
reftion, earneftly entreated that he would now ufe his 
never-failing interceffion with God to have him reftored 
CO life. Having obtained a promife to this eftefl:, fhe 
went in hafte to call her fifter, who came accordingly, 
accompanied with a great number of Jews, who fuppofed 
the was going to vent her tears at her brother's grave. 

Jefus having ordered the grave-lj^one to be removed, Mar- 
tha cried out, Lord, by this time he ftinketh.” But he 


addrefling himfelf to Heaven in a pathetic prayer, ex- 
claimed, “ Lazarus,’ come forth." At this fummons he 
came forth accordingly, bound, as he was, in his funeral 
drefs, from which he was immediately loofed ^ 

The fanhedrinv was foon acquainted with this tranf- 7)}^ Jew 
aftion, and in no fmall concern how to put an elFe£lual conjult to 
flop to this increafe, both of his fame, and of the number 
of his difciples. For, as they argued, if we fuffer him 
to work fuch fignal miracles, all men will believe in him-, 
the confequcnce of which they feared would be, that the 
jealous Romans “ would come and deftroy both their 
place and nation." At length Caiaphas the high-prieft Caiaphas 
ftood up, and fpake to this efFeft : You feem to know prvphj^tj 
nothing, nor to confider, that it is expedient, one man 
ihould die to prevent the ruin of a nation ' i” little think- ^ 

njuorldt 
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ing that he was then infpired from above, and was de- 
livering the will and decrees of Heaven, that Jefus ihouM 
fuiFer death, not for the Jewifh nation only, but for all 
the faithful, which were to be gathered together in him, 
from the four corners of the earth, For, being high- 
prieft that year, it pleafed God to give him the fpirit of 
prophecy, to utter this great and comfortable truth, and 
thereby farther to manlfeft the accomplifhment of the di- 
vine oracles concerning the Mefliah’s dying for the fins of 
the world. His advice was readily embraced, and, after 
they had refolved on his death, they were eafily deter- 
mined to cut off Lazarus alfo, the fight of whom daily 
increafed the number of believers. 

ye/uj re- But Jefus, who knew his own appointed time, as well 
tires int9 a gg refult of their laft confultation, withdrew into a 
fuildernejs. called Ephraim, in the neighbourhood of the 

wildernefs of that name and there continued with his 
difciples till the approaching feaft of the Paflbver. He 
left this retreat fix days before that feaft, to go up to Je- 
Coms to rufalem ; and took Bethany in his way, where Lazarus 
Bethany* and his fifters entertained him and his difciples at fupper. 

Whilft they were eating, Mary, to (hew her extreme re- 
gard to their gueft, came and anoi^ited his feet with a 
precious ointment of fpikenard, whofe fiagrancy filled the 
14ary whole houfe. Whilft the difliples were wondering at her 
anoints hU profufenefs, Judas, whom we obferved to have been their 
body. purfe-bearer, could not conceal his indignation ; and alk- 
ing why the ointment was not rather fold, and the money 
given to the poor, the reft of the twelve feemed alfo in 
fome meafure difpleafed till Jefus feverely rebuked him, 
and excufedher generous aftion, as’an anticipation of his 
burial-rite ; adding, that the memorial of it fhould be 
preferved to her honour, as far and as long as the preach- 
ing of his gofpel fhould reach or endure'^. 

Chrifi goes Next day Jefus, knowing his time to be juft at hand, 
/raitto repaired to Jerufalem, whilft bis difciples, to whom he 
yerpfylem* had foretold all the circumftances of his future fufFeripgs 
and death accompanied him with heavy hearts. When 
they were come to Bethphage, upon Mount Olivet, within 
a mile of Jerufalem, ^ Jefus direfted two of his difciples to 
a place where two roads met, and bid them bring from 
thence a fhe-afs, with a young colt by her, that had 

t Vide » Sam. xviii. 6, & feq. « Conf.^Matth. xxvi. 8. Mark 
xiv, 4. & John xii. 4, w John xii, 7, & feq, ^VideMatth, 
I7i & M^rk X, 31, U Luke xviii- 31. 
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never been backed. They brought the af« and Colt ac- 
■cordingly j and having fpread a garment upon the latter, 
fet Jefus on it, and accompanied him to Jerufalem, in 
triumph, attended hy multit<:des ; fome of whom ftrewed 
the way with their garments, and green boughs, crying 
out Hofannah ; bleiTed is the Son of David, and blefled 
is the King of Ifrael, who coineth in the name of the 
Lord (P) ^ 

Jefus repaired immediately to the temple, and again ex- 
pelled all the pedlars from that facred place ; whilft the bffore his 
wondering populace continued their acclamations of Ho- fajpon* 
fannah to the Son of David !” to the great fcandal of the 
Pharifee*s" who exerted all their influence to difperfe the 

(P) Thus was that famous unhappy metropolis having re- 
prophecy of Zechariah fulfill- vived in his mind the more 
ed ; Fear not, O daughter of dreadful profpedl of that ap- 
bion : behold, thy kingcometh preaching ruin, which was now 
to thee, jufl, humble, and haftening upon it, and which 
yneek, and riding on the foal of he himfelf had more than once 
an afs.” The multitudes ftill foretold to his difciples, it was 
increafing as they went on, the then a proper time to damp 
Pharifees, who beheld the light, their untimely joys, byremlnd- 
and heard thofe acclamations, ing them of it ; and here it 
with nofmall indignation, drew was that the difmal feene, hav- 
nearer to him, and earnefliy de- * ing quite difarmed him of his 
fired him, that he would com- anger and refentment, made 
mand at lead his difciples, if him break out into the fullow- 
iiot the whole croud, to be li- ing compaflionate expoftula- 
lent, But Jefus rather chofe tioif, mixed with a flood of 
to filence their own envy, by tears : “ Oh that thou hadfl: 
aflTurlng them, that, if thofe but known, at leaf! in thefe thy 
Ihould hold their peace, the latter days, the things that 
very flones would cry out, and would have conduced to *thy 
proclaim the divine Author of peace ! but now are they hid- 
fo many glorious miracles But den from thee; and now the 
he took a much more eftedual fad appointed time draws near, 
method to fupprefs the pomp when the enemy fhall furround 
and nolfeof that mock-triumph, thee with trenches, and inclofe 
as well as the Hofannahs of the thee on every fide, butcher 
multitude, which he but too thy children within thy bo- 
well knew would in a few days fom, and level thee with the 
be changed into the blafphc- ground, fo that not a flone fhall 
mous cry of, ‘‘ Away with be left flan ding upon another, 
him, crucify him!** for, as becaufe thou wouldft not know 
he drew nearer to Jerufalem, the time of thy vifitation (2).^ 
the fight of that rebellious and 

(») ConffLukexix. 37, & feq. 8? John xiii izi 
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multitude. But Jefus expofed their malice and obdinacy 
by fuch ftrong arguments, and fevere parables, that they 
would doubtlel's have laid hold on him, had they not been 
over-awed by the multitude/. Underftanding that a 
number of Greeks, who had come to the feaft, were de- 
{irous to fee him, he caufed them to be admitted, and en- 
tertained them with a difeourfe on his own fufferings. In 
conclufion, he exclaimed, “ Father, glorify thy name !’* 
and was anfwered by a voice from heaven, I have both 
glorified it, and will glorify it again." The people mif- 
took the voice, fome for that of an angel, fpeaking to 
him, fome for what they called the bath-col ( Q^), and 
others for a clap of thunder •, till he alTured them, that it 
w^as a real voice fent from heaven, not for his, but their 
fakes; and to warn them to make a right ufe of that 
light, or irrefragable evidence, which he had afforded 
them, left they fliould bring upon themfelves a judicial 
blindnefs. For, added he, when I am once lifted up, 
alluding to his death upon the crofs, I fhall draw all men 
unto me 

Jefus, to avoid the croud, withdrew with his difciples 
for that night to Bethany ; and next morning they re- 
turned to Jerufalem. In his way he obferved a fig-tree 
afar off, full of leaves indeed ; but, upon his approaching 
nearer, perceiving no fruit, he curfed it, and it prefently 
withered. Jefus had fcarcc entered the temple again, 
when the Scribes and Pharifees began to infift upon his 
giving them fome frefh proofs of his miffion and autho- 
rity ; they were referred to the teftimony of John the 
Baptift, which they neither could deny without danger, 
nor own without condemning themfelves. The next that 
attacked him were the Sadducecs, armed, as they thought, 
with fuch a puzzling queftion againft the refurreftion, as 
all his Jearning could not elude. It was of a woman, who, 
having been married, according to the Mofaic.law^ to 


T Matth. xxi. 24-1 ad fin, ^ John xii. lo, ftq. Deut. xxv. e. 


(O ) TJiis word, which lite- 
rally fignlfies the daughter voicc^ 
or daughter of the voice^ is what 
the Jews. have fubftituted to the 
ift of prpphecy, after this laft 
ad been exdnift in Zechariah 
and Malachi, the laft of the 
prophets. For though they al- 
low, that feveral eininent men 


among them have been fmee 
endowed with it, yet they 
looked upon them in an in- 
ferior view to the former, who 
received theirs by immediate 
infpiration, whilft thefe had it 
chiefly by the help of the bath, 
col. 
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feven brethren, who had died at length without having 
any children by one of them. They afked him, therefore, 
if there was any refurreftion, whofe wife fhe mult be. 

Cnee they all had her to wife. 

“ Do ye not therefore err,” faid he, bectiufe ye know Sadducus 
not the Scriptures, nor the, power of God?” Implying, puttofi- 
that their denial of the refurredion proceeded from their 
either not acknowleging, or, if they did, from their not 
properly confidering the fenfe of the Scriptures, and the 
extent of the Divine Power. For, faid he to them, the 
Hate of the blefled after the refurredion, is not to be 
meafured^by the exigencies of this life. Here marriage is ^ 
neceflary to keep Up the race of mankind ; there they will, 
like the angels in heaven, be free from fuch appetites, 
where their life will be wholly fpiritual, He, in his turn, 
propofed a queftion to them concerning the MelTiah, 
namelyi Whofe fon they thought he was to be.” To 
.which they anfwered with one accord, “ The fon of Da- 
vid, If fo,” faid he to them, how came David to 
call him Lord by the Spirit,” faying, “ The Lord faid 
unto my Lord, fit thou on my right hand? How then 
think ye he could be at once his Lord and his fon ? ” They 
were fo much confounded at this dedudion, that they 
troubled him with no farther^interrogations^. 

In the mean time, jefus, knowing his time to be juft 
nt hand, and recolleding how often the twelve had quar- 
relled among themfelves about precedency} he, in order 
to give an effedual check to thejt unreafonable ambition, 
and to leave them a lafting memorial of the contrary vir- 
tue, rofe up from the table, and began to wafh their feet =- tTq/Bfs hit 
Peter could not nt firft be prevailed upon to fuffer fuch difdplet 
condefcenfion ; but Jefus told him, that though he could 
not perceive the reafon of it now, he Ihould be made 
fenfible of it in time. Peter, however, ftill perfifting in 
his refufal, was commanded immediately to fubmit, under 
the penalty of forfeiting all his right and title in Chrifl: ; 
which terrible threat frighted him into compliance. After 
Jefus had performed his humble talk, he addrefled himfelf 

to the twelve in words to this efFeft : Ye rightly call me His exhort 
Lord and mafter ; for fuch I really am ; if then you have 
feen me, for your example and encouragement, conde- 
feend fo low as to wafti your feet, know and remember, 
that thofe who pretend to be my difciples, muft never 
think themfelves above performing the lowed olEce of 

Matt, xxii, 41, & feq, Iv^afkx. 35, Lqke, kQ,, ^ 

Luke ^xiii a4> ' , . 
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charity to one another. It is by fucli a£l:s of mutual and 
fincere love, that men will know, ant} I acknowlege you 
ktcm* for mine. A new command I leave with you, that as I 
fnends cha- have loved you, and did not think my life too dear a price 
i to fave you, fo ye alfo love one another, and Itop at no 
difficulty or difcouragement, where the good of your fel- 
low-creatures, efpecially fellow-chriftians, calls for your 
charitable affiftance. Upon thefe conditions I leave you 
my peace, fuch a peace as neither the world can beftow 
on you, nor any thing make you capable of tailing the 
fweet influence of, but the divine virtue I am recom- 
mending ^ ^ . 

That thefe injunftions might make the ftronger im- 
Defcrihes preffion on them, he concluded the whole with a defcrip- 
ihedayof tion of the laft day, when every man (hould receive the 
judgmtnU of h is deeds done in this life, a4:cording as they 

W’ere either good or evil. 

Vedue/day, Whilft he was thus inftrufling his difciples the fan- 
hedrim were holding their confultations how to lay hands 
upon him, at fome proper feafon, when the multitude 
ftiould be out of the way. As they, therefore, feared 
doing it during the approaching feftival, left they Ihould 
Judas be- caufe fome infurreftion among the people, Judas came to 
trays him^ their relief, and offered to betray him, in the moll private 
manner, for a certain reward, which they gladly agreed 
to, and immediately paid. 

nurfday, Thurfday being come, on which Jefus was lo celebrate 
his laft ana moll folemn, palTover, he dij'edled two of his 
difciples, by a fpecial token, to a houfe in Jerufalem, 
where they ffiould prepare all things for it 5 and he fol- 
lowed them thither, with the reft of the twelve, towards 
thrift's laft the evening. Whilft they were eating, he told them with 
/upper, fome concern, that one of them Ihould betray him, point- 
iud^tuUd^ ing to Judas; that Peter, who had always appeared the 
‘ moll zealous, Ihould thrice deny him, before the crowing 
of the cock ; that the reft firould all fbrfake him chat very 
night ; and he reminded them of fome prophecies in 
which thefe things were written concerning the Mef- 
fiah. At the concinfion of the fupper he took the bread, 
and, having broken and bleffed it, diftributed it among 
them, faying, Take, eat ; this is my body, which is 
given for you : do this in remembrance of me." Then 
taking and hlelTing the cup of wine alfo, he faid, “Drink 
yc all of this 5 for this is my blood of the new teftament, 

^ John xiii* S, & fcq, * John 3tv, x vL xvii. paffi 
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which is (bed for you, and for many, for the remlfEon of 
fin.” He then allured them, that the traitor’s handi which 
was fliortly to betray him, was juft ready to deliver him 
up to death ; when all thcfe things that were written of 
his being numbered with the tranfgrcflbrs would have 
their full accomplifliment ^ The whole ceremony was 
clofed, as ufual, with a proper hymn ; after which, Jefus 
having again exhorted his difciples to continue ftedfaft ii| 
their faith and reliance on him, and recommended thern 
to the proteftion and care of his heavenly Father, ordered 
them to follow him over the brook Kcdron K 

Whilft they were on the road to a place called Gethle- Enters the 
mane, JuBas ftole away from them, and, and went to doleful 
the high-prieft’fi palace to get a fufficient number of peo- garden, 
pie to come and furprife Jefus in his retirement. Chrift, 
on the other hand, having entered the garden, where be 
irfually reforted, bid fome of his difciples ftay and watch 
near the entrance of it, whilft he conducted Peter, James^ 
and John to a feparate part, that, as they had been the 
witneffes of his transfiguration, they might now bear tef- 
timony^o his agonies and forrow. Accordingly, hishu- }i\s a^on;^ 
man nature feeling the moft violent ft niggles between andfrajeri 
flefli and fpirit at the apprehenfion of his future fufferings, 
he threw himfelf proftrate on his face, and with the ut- 
moft fervency, mixed with tfie moft fubmiiiive refignation 
to the heavenly will, prayed, that, if it were polfible, the 
dreadful cup might pafs from him. He repeated the fame 
prayer twice, and the vehemency of his ftruggle threw 
him into an agony and bloody fweat, infomuch that there 
was an angel fent on purpofe to comfort and ftrengthen 
him under the trial**, l^y this time the traitor Judas, afe 
the head of his armed gang, was far advanced into the 
garden, whilft the difciples were fallen into a found fleep. 

Jefus, therefore, having awakened them, went forward 

to meet his enemies j Judas, who led the van, came to 

offer him the treacherous kifs, which was to be the fignal 

to the reft ; who thereupon furrounded and made fure of hetrajted 

his perfon. Peter, drawing his fword, ftruck off the ear 

of one of the high-prieft's lervants -, but was feverely re- ^ * 

buked by his maftcr, who, by a miraculous touch, healed 

t|ie wounded perfon, and then fuflered hitnfelf to be 

bound, and led away, as a malefaftor, without any 

mark of refentment. Mean while his difciples forfook him, 

and fled, according to his prediflion ; and the foldier» 

f Matlh, xxvi. ao, & feq. Mark xiv. i8, & feq. Luke xxii. i, 
k feq. l John xvi. & xvii. pair. ^ Luke xxii. 4 p* ^ 

conveyed^ 
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conveyed their prifoner firft to Annas, the late high-prteft, 
and father-in-law to Caiaphas, who was now in poffeflion 
of that dignity^. 

Here they found the fanhedrim fitting, though at that 
late time of night; and waiting for Jefus, who being 
brought before him, the high-prieft began to alk him 
* feveral queiUons concerning his dodfrine and difciples, in 
hopes to find either fome herefy in the one, or rebellion 
in the other, Jefus contented hinfelf with referring him 
to his followers, whom he had always taught in the moft 
public manner, and who were therefore fitteft to bear 
witnefs againfl: him, if he had taught them any thing 
amifs. For this anfwer, juft and modeft as it was, an 
officer ftruck him a violent blow on the face ; and Jefus, 
having given him a gentle reproof for his raffinefs, ftood 
before them with aftoniffiing patience, and humble filence, 
whilft the inftruments of the fanhedrim were bufy in col- 
letfting evidence to put him to death. They produced two 
men, who depofed, that they had heard him boaft, that 
he would deftroy the temple and rebuild it in three days ; 
but their evidence jarring a little in fome particulars, as 
the expreffion of Jefus was figurative, they dared not 
condemn him upon it ; but were forced to have recourfe 
to another expedient, which was, to make him turn his 
own accufer. Caiaphas, tlierefore, rifing up, adjured 
him by the living God to anfwer direftly to the fupreme 
court, whether he was the Chrilt, the Son of God, or 
not. Upon his readily anfwering in the affirmative, and 
adding that they fliould hereafter be convinced of it, when 
they beheld him fitting at the right hand of power, and 
coming in the clouds of heaven, the high-prieft rent his 
cloaths, and pronounced him guilty of blafphemy. The 
court having unanimoufly declared him guilty of death, 
and ordered him to be brought early next morning to 
receive fentence, they left him to the mercy of the guard, 
who made it the cruel diverfion of that night to ufe him 
with the vileft indignities 

Whilft this melancholy feene was afting, Peter and 
John, having recovered themfelves from their fright, had 
got admittance into the hall, eager to know what was 
likely to be determined concerning their Mafter. Peter, 
being thrice challenged for one of his difciples, as often 
denied the charge ; and, rather than not be believed, 


ILuke xxii. 54. Matth. xxii. 57, John xviii, iz, & feq* 
kMatih. xxyi. 57. ad fin. Mark xiv. 53, ad fin. Luke & John* 
Vid. &irai. 1 . 6. 
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bound his afleveration with an oath. The cock crowing 
put him in mind of Jefus’s predidlion ; when he burft into 
tears, and quitted the hall, under all the torments of fliame 
and compuniflion h 

As for Judas, he was fo flung with remorfe, that eil- 
tering the farlhedrim, he threw the reward of his trea- 
chery down before them, owning himfelf the vileft of 
wretches for having betrayed an innocent perfon ; but 
they, regardlefs of his forrow and defpair, bid him look 
to it; upon which he went and hanged himfelf™. The 
judges, however, thinking it unlawful to replace thofe 
thirty pieces of filver in the treafury, becaufe they were 
the price *of blood, agreed to buy a potter’s field with 
them, for a burying-placc for ftrangers ; and in fo doing 
they fulfilled an old prophecy 

The fanhedrim having finiflied their procefs againfl 
Jefus, he was conveyed before the Roman tribunal, and 
there accufed of perverting the people, raifing feditions, 
fetting up for a king, and forbidding tribute to be paid 
to Caefar. Pilate alking him whether he was really a 
king, Jefus readily anfwered him in the affirmative ; but 
added, at the fame time, that his kingdom was not of 
this world ° : the governor, after fonie other interrogations, 
declined giving judgment, and declared he could find no- 
thing criminal in the perfon they had accufed. 

The Jewifh rulers ilill perfifting in their charge, which 
they repeated with great vehemence, Pilate urged Jefus 
to anfwer; but he would not anfwer one word. His ac- 
cufers proceeded with their invedfives, declaring, that not 
content with having infedled Galilee, which was his own 
country, he had filled Jerufalemand all Judaea with fedi- 
tion. Pilate untlcrftaiiding that he was of Galilee, which 
belonged to Herod’s jurifdiftion, ordered him to be im- 
mediately fent to that tetrarch, who was come to Jeru- 
falem to the feafl. Herod defired to lee him work Ibme 
miracle ; but Jefus, liberal as he was of them to the poor 
and afflidled, difdained to gratify the curiofity of Herod, 
or even to filence the malice of his enemies ; nor would 
he fo much as vouchfafe him an anfwer to any of his 
cjueftions. Herod, therefore, ordered the guards to carry 
him back to Pilate, who being loth to take his life, pro- 
pofed to inflidl upon him feme lighter puniffiment. He 
even reminded them that it was cuftomary to forgive a 
criminal on fuch feftivals j but they infifted upon his par- 

» John xviii. 15. & feq, Maltli. Luke, &c. « MaCth. xxvii, 5. 

^ Vid. Zechi xi. la, 13, s Mattbi xxviii. iS. 
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The Hiftory of the Jews, 

doning Barrabas, a murderer, who was under condemna-* 
tion, and ordering Jefus to be crucified* 

Pilate, fince he could not convince their reafon, refolved 
to try if he could excite their compaflion •, and ordered 
Jefus to be fent to the pillar, and feverely fcourged ; an 
order which was executed with every circumftance of 
barbarity. After the foldiers had untied him, they threw 
a ragged purpk robe about his body, fet a crown of 
thorns upon his head, and put a reed in his hand ; and, 
whilft fome bowed the knee to him in mockery, and 
faluted him king of the Jews, others buffeted, and ufed 
him with the utmoft infolence and inhumanity. Pilate 
caufed him to be brought forth, in this fad and deplorable 
appearance, not doubting but the fight would have melted 
them into pity and remorfe. But he little knew the 
temper of the jews. Tlie very people, who but fix days 
before followed him with their loud Hofannahs, could not 
now behold him in that abjeft ftate, without crying out 
with greater vehemence, Away with him, crucify him !** 
Pilate refufmg to comply wdth their demand, alleging 
tliat he found no fault in him 5 the priefls and elders be- 
gan to accufe him of blafphemy : ‘‘ We have a Jaw (faid 
they) which condemns him to death for calling himfelf 
the Son of God.’* Pilate queftioning him upon this new 
charge, and reminding him that it was in his power to 
condemn or releafe him ; Jefus obferved, in his turn, that 
all his boafted power came to him from above ; and that 
he fliould, therefore, be accountable for bis abufe of it, 
though the greater guilt ihould fall on thofe who had de- 
livered him up into his hands. Thefe laft made fuch an 
impreffion on the governor, that he feemed determined 
againfl putting him to death ; but the priefts and rulers 
exclaiming with one accord, Thou art not Caefar’s 
friend, if thou letteft a man go, who, by affuming the 
xoyal title, and forbidding to pay the ufual tribute, has 
declared himfelf his open enemy he thought he could 
no longer refift their demand without bringing his loyalty 
toCaefarin queftion. He, therefore, having waflied his 
hands, anffdeclared himfelf guiltlefs of the blood of that 
innocent Perfon, delivered him up to be crucified, and 
reJeafed thefeditious murderer according to their defireP. 

The Roman foldiers led him back to the hall, where 
they ftripped him of his mock royalty, and put on him his 
own garments : having laid his crofs on him, they led 

p Vid. Matth. xxvii. per tot. Mark xv. paffi J-uke xxhi. per 
tot. Juhnxvm. & xix« pair. 

him 
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him, with two other criminals out of the city, to a place 
called in Hebrew, Golgotha, and by the Romans, Calvary, 
to be crucified. His body, exhauftedwith watching and 
fufferirigs, beginning to fink urlder its weight, they com- 
pelled a Cyrenean Jew, named Simon, to help to bear 
his crofs. Beholding fome women melting into tears at 
the fight of his deplorable condition, he bid them rather 
Weep at the more difmal profpeft of their future ruin, 
v/hcn their calamities would make them wifh their wombs 
had been barren, and their breafts incapable of yielding 
any nourifhment to a generation, whofe infidelity would 
fbortly tender them the fad objefts of the divine ven- 
geance, arid the fcorn and hatred of the world 'i. 

It was How about the fixth hour of the day, or noon, 
when they came to the place, where they offered him 
fome wine, mixed with rrwrrh, which, when he had tailed, 
he refufed to drink. They then llripped him of his 
cloaths, and extending his body on the crofs, faftened 
him to it ^\^ith Hails, driven through his hands arid feet, 
whilft he was eameflly praying to his Father to forgive 
them a deed which they committed through ignorance. 
At the fame time werG crucified two malefaftors, one on 
each fide of him, according to that oracle, which foretold 
his being numbered with traqfgre^^ors^ 

Whilft Jefus was fufpended on the crofs, taking notice 
of his mother who ftood weeping, accompanied by his 
beloved difciple, with Mary Magdalen and fome other 
women, be recommended her tp.the care of that favour- 
ite difciple, intreating them to fhew to each other from 
thenceforward the endearing duties of mother and foil ; 
and John took her to his own houfe In the mean time 
a horrid darknefs overfpread the face of the earth (R), and 

all 


q Luke xxiii. 17, & feq. 
iS. Luke xxii. 37. xxiii. 33. 

(R) This darknefs was the 
more miraculous becaufe ic 
happened in the time of the 
oppofition of the two lumina- 
ries, when confequently there 
could be no eclipfe of the 
fun. For it muft be obferved, 
that the Paffover began in the 
full moon ; befides, the total 
darkneft of the' fun’s eclipfes 
lafted but at moll twelve or fif- 
Voulll. 


*■ Conf. Ifai, liii. ult. & Mark xv 
s John xix. 25, U feq. 

teen minutes, whereas this ia 
recorded to have lafted three 
full hours. The famous aftro- 
nomerPhlegon affirms, that in 
the 4th year of the 202d olym* 
piad, which is fuppofed to co- 
incide with the death ofChrifl, 
there was fuch a total eclipfe 
of the fun at noon day, thac 
the ftars were vifiblc. Ter- 
tullian appeals to the p iblic 
S records 
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all the fpeflators were feized with terror and amazement 
Some returned to Jerufalem, fmiting their breafls, and 
proclaiming him a righteous man, wnilft the reft, more 
hardened, ftood in a kind of mournful filcnce, expetting 
the event. At the ninth hour, Jefus being quite fpent 
with pain and anguifh, cried out, “ Eli, Eli, lama fa- 
bachtani (S) then tafting the mingled vinegar, which 
was offered to imbitter his laft gafp, he recommended his 
fpiiit into the hands of his heavenly Father, and in an 
plrilmth, agony of prayer yielded up the glioft (T). 
frpy}, It was now pail three of the clock, the time in which 

the evening lamb was daily offered up ; and this was the 
eve of their fabbath, and of one of their grand Teftivals. 
That the folemnity of it therefore might not be fullied by 
the hanging of the three bodies on the crofs they begged 
of Pilate, that he would order their legs to be broken, 
and their bodies to be taken away : but Jefus being found 
already dead, they broke not his legs ; yet one of the fol- 
diers ftruck his lance into his fide, which immediately 
difeharged a mixture of blood and water. Thefe lall cir-^ 


t De hoc vide Deut. xxi. 12, & feq. 


records of the heathens, for 
the truth of this furprifing 
phenomenon ; and Suidas in- 
troduces Dionyfius the Areo- 
paglre, then at Heliopolis, in 
Egypt, faying to his frieijd 
Apollophanes, on the fubjedl; 
of this unnatural darknefs, 
** Either the Author of nature 
fuffers, or fy mpathizes with 
the fufferer/* 

(S) Or, which is more 
probable, repeated the whole 
twenty-fecond pfalm, of which 
thofe • are the title, or firfl 
words, and in which there are 
the moft lively flrokes of all 
the rcmnrkable particulars of 
his paffion. 

(T) Immediately upon hia 
expiring, the frame or nature 
fell, as it were, into convul- 
fions : the earth quaked, the 
rocks were cleft amnder, the 
graves opened, the dead a* 


rofe ; and the veil which co^ 
vered the inoft holy place, was 
rent in twain from the top to 
the bottom, uncovering there- 
by thofe holy myfteries of the 
Mofaic difpenfation, which had 
now in his death tj^ir full ac- 
compliffimeiit ; in token of 
which he broke out in his lalt 
agonies with thofe fignal words, 
“ It is finiftied.'' Here the 
centurion and infidel foldiers, 
obferving his meek and pious 
exit, and the miraculous cir- 
cumflances which attended it, 
were ftruck with fuch admira- 
tion and dread, that ch^ con- 
feffed him to be the oon of 
God. Not fo did the Jewilh 
priefts and elders, who remain- 
ed indexible in fpite of alt 
thefe prodigies, and purfued 
their malice without the le^i^ 
relenting. 
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tfumftances liappened not without a peculiar direflion of 
Providence, not only as they fully alTured us of his being 
really dead, but as they verified two fignal prophecies con- 
cerning him ; the one, that not a bone of his fhould be 
broken " 5 aud the other, that they, the inhabitants of Je- 
rufalem, fhould behold him whom they had pierced 

Whilfl: thefe things were tranfafting on Mount Cal- 
vary, Jofeph’of Arimathea, a wealthy Jewifh ruler, and 
fccret difciple of Jefus, went to Pilate, and obtained leave 
to bury his remains. He had a garden adjoining to the 
place, in which was a new tomb in the rock, where he 
depofited his Mailer’s body. In the mean time, the jea- Chrijt 
lous Jews went to Pilate, and acquainted him, that Jefus Juried* 
had formerly boalled that he would rife again on the third 
day. They therefore reprefented that it was highly ne- 
qelTary to have his tomb well guarded, left his difciples 
fhould privately fteal him away, and then give out, that fe a led and 
he was really rifen, a circumftance which would make the guarded- 
laft miftake more dangerous than the firft. Pilate agreed 
to what they afked ; and, to prevent any impofition of 
that kind, told them, “.Ye have a guard; go ye there- 
fore, and make every thing as fure as you can/' So they 
went, and fet a guard at the door of the fepulchreJ". 

In the dawn of the third day, thofe pious women, who 
had prepared a coftly mixture to embalm his body, not 
dreaming of his fo fudden refurreftion, made their way 
towards 'the place, where they had feen him depofited. 

They do not feern to have known any thing of a guard 
being fet over it ; their great concern was only.how to roll 
the ponderous ftone from the entrance. But that obftacle 
was already taken off by a miraculous earthquake, wliich 
had likewife put the guards to flight ; fo that at their ar- 
rival they found the ftone rolled on one fide, and an angel, 
cloathed in refulgent array, fitting upon it. Their furprize 
was ftill greater, when they heard the heavenly meffenger 
reprove their officious, but untimely piety, in words to 
this effeft : “ Why feek ye the living among the dead, for- 7-^'^ angePe 
getful of what he often repeated to you, that he was to jpeech to 
fuffer death, and to rife again on the third day? Behold thewmen* 
the place where he was laid, and from which he is rifen ; 

4 nd go and acquaint his difciples with it, and tell them, 
that he will meet you in Galilee, according to his pro- 
mife," They forthwith obeyed the injundlion, in a tranf- 

■ VideExod, xii. 46. Numb, ix. 12, & alib, ^ Zrehar. 

xii* 10. Conf, cum John xix, 36, & fcq. > Matlh, xxvii. 

( 52 , ad fini 



z6o 


Peter and 
John ^0 to 
the feful- 
thre. 


Chriji ap‘ 
peats i9 
M. Mag- 
dalen j 


to i'tuo 
dtf< ^ples 
to 

£t:,m:ius. 


The H'lftary of the Jews. 

port of joy and admiration : but, the difciples being ftllt 
How of faith, looked upon this information as the elfeft 
of fancy and delufion 

Two of them, however, had the cuiiofity to run to the 
fepulchre ; John, who was the youngefl of the two, went 
firft ; and, llooping down, found that the body was really 
gone ; but, Peter went into the place along with that be- 
loved difciple, and, to their furprize, they found the 
grave-cloaths, and the napkin, not haftily and confufedly 
thrown by, but neatly folded up fepacately ; upon which 
they began to entertain fome hopes, and returned to ac- 
quaint the reft with the news. Whilft they communed 
together on this interefting fubjeff, Mary Magdalc'n, who 
had (laid in the garden, to fearch whether the body had not 
been removed to fome other place, came haftily to them,- 
and aflhred them, that the Lord had appeared to her there. 
But neither could this farther confirmation difpel theic 
furrow or unbelief; till Jefus at length appearing among 
them, pronounced a gracious All hail bidding them 
be of good comfort ; for he was alive again, and, ac- 
cording to his promife, would fhortly meet them in Ga- 
lilee(U). • 

That evening two of the difciples going to a village 
called Emmaus, diftant about fixty furlongs, or eight 
mile^’<5 north-weft of Jcrufalem, were difeourfing with 
each other about the ftrange tranfaftions of the day, when 
jefus overtook them, and, without making himfelf known, 
aflced them the caufe of their inelaneholy looks. Cleopha^, 
one of the two, in a kind of furprize, that he fliould feem 
lb great a ftranger to the tranfaftions of the latl week, 
began to give him an account of what had happened ; par- 


2 Matth. xxviii. i, & feq. Mark xvi. i, & feq. Luke xxiv. i, 
h feq. John xx. i, Sc feq. 


(U) In the mean time, the 
frighted guards, leaving the 
garden with the utmoll fpeed 
and confufion, went to ac- 
quaint the chief-priefls and 
rulers with what had happen- 
ed ; upon which a council 
was immediately called ; here 
one might reafonably expedt 
they would either have yielded 
to fo much evidence, or, at 
leaf:, fufpeiided all farther re- 
folutions, till they had made a 


full Inquiry into the fiidl. Bur, 
they chote, at any rate, to 
fupprefs the truth ; they brib- 
ed the watch to give our, that 
his difciples had llolen him 
away whilft they were afteep. 
Upon which, they went and 
fpread abroad thjtt report, which 
was readily fwallowed by the 
greateft part of the Jews, and 
paired current among them for 
many years, 


ticularly, 
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tlcularly, the vifion, which the women had fcen at thefc- 
pulchre ; concluding with a kind of complain:, that 
though they had hitherto looked upon J-efus as the future 
deliverer of their unhappy nation ■, yet it being novi'" three 
days fince they had feen him expire on a fliamcful crof^f, 
iheir hopes were almoft at an end, notwithftanding the 
report of his refurretflion, and its being in fume meafure 
confirmed by foine of the apoftles, who had been that 
morning at the fcpulchre. Here Jefus took nccafion to 
blame their want of faith, not only in him, but in the 
Scriptures, where both bis fufFerings and death, rel'urrec- Expoundi 
tion and«glory, were fo plainly foretold, and to give them Scrips 
a full expofition of them from the firft to the lafl. By 
this time they had reached the village, where he made a 
ftiew as if he defigned to go farther ; but they bad been fo 
comforted by his difeourfe, that they intreated him to fpend 
that night wdth them* He went in accordingly; and, 
fitting down at table, began wdth the breaking of the 
bread, as he had been ufed to do ; upon which they knew 
him, and he immediately vanifhed. This furprifing dif- Difappears, 
covery, added to the warmth which their hearts had felt, 
whilft he expounded the Scriptures on the road, would 
jiot fuffer them to tarry longer there ; but they went im- 
mediately to communicate their joy to the reft, then ga- 
thered together at Jerufalem, who acquainted them at the 
fame time with his having appeared unto them alfo 

All thefe circumftances, far from convincing them hi- 
therto, had ferved only to make*them believe that they 
had only feen fome fpirit in his likenefs. They feemed jipp^ars to 
ftill more confirmed in this conjefture, when, being at apofilts 
flipper, with the gates fafl:, for fear of the Jews, he fur- atfu}'pei% 
prifed them with his prefence, and gave them his ufual 
falutation, Peace be to you.” To convince them, 
therefore, of their miftake, he commanded them to draw 
near, examine his pierced hands and feet, handle his 
body, and fatisfy themfelves, that he was no fpirit or 
phantafm, but their real rifen Lord and Maftcr. ^Vhilfl 
they were ftill fluctuating betw’^een joy and doubt, he re- 
minded them of his former promifes, explained thofe ora- 
cles to them, in which thefe things were prefignified of 
him, renewed his former commiffion and power to preach 
and confirm his gofpel, and left them for that night, full 
of joy and wonder, to colleCt and compare the feveral 
tranfaCtions of that glorious day 

^ Luke xxiv. 13, &feq, ** Luke xxiv- 34, Scfeqt 

kx. JQ, iff feq. & aJib. 

S Thomas, 



v one of tbe eleita apoftlesi called IKdyititift 

liappe&ed to absent at tMs traafa^ion ; fo that, ^hea 
reft informed him of it» be ptainlf toM them, that'he . 
^uld never believe it, till he thmift his fingers into 
the prints of the nailsi and bis Ibutd into his wounded 
fide. Eight days after, bcii^ the twelfth of April, |efti6 
appeared ag^n unto tbeoi, when Thomas was there, and 
invited him to take that full demonftraUon, which he had 
fo Infixed on i but, beiug ttoV fully afthred without it, he 
fell at bis feet, and confe&d him to be his Lord and hk 
God : upon which he was difmifled with' this eentle re« 

E roof, Thou bclieveft, Thomas, becaufe thou haft feen ^ 

ot blefifed are they that have not feen, and yet believe 
$ 0 ]ne days after, they all left Jerofalem, and went ac- 
cording to his appointment into Galilee; where be ap^ 

S ared again unto them, and, after his ufual lalutation^ 
d unto them, All power is given me in heayen and 
earth. Go, therefore, and preach to all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Gboft, 
&c Seven of them having gone to the fea-fide to fifli, 
namelyi Peter, John, James, Thomas, Bartholomew or 
Naitbanacl, and two others not n^med, having toiled all 
night in vain, Jefus manifefted himfelf again to them in 
the morning, by the kind and known token of a beneficial 
miracle ; a^, after they bad dragged their loaded net to 
the Ihorei condefeended to eat and drink in their coinpany. 
Ha^ng commanded Peter to feed his fiock, he pre- 
tm m^ttyidom of*that apoftle,. and bid him foUow 
to a certain place* Peter pcrceivii^ that be waa alfo 
followed by John the beloved difciple, feemed to take 
|jU9^biage,at tbi^ ^vourite^ and afted if John too was to at« 

^ ton^ him. Jefus replied with marks ^f difpleafuie, ** If 
I n^l have him tanty til! Ircomc, what haVc you to do with 
This anFwer interpreted ifito a declaration that ‘ 
|ohn Iboukl pot di0| ,,but remain upon earth tiU the gene-i 
rsil l^uirefliom ; 

T^has did Chrifti nfter hU refiMreftiim, manifeft him* 
fctf, eifter to tbcmniorUs 

j pattioulifflfs dlHii^ the %(loe m days, difeoarfing 
Jhmftkriy difpeltinjg 

" di?«d^ fiomfioitiiqf tbest 

ir widh fito ^ ^ orown them 

J M kmffhs the momtcd^thiio 

dmwing^neatv besn&e^ 



The ^ 



to numbcf of about B$rt bundfed % auid led them into ;i 

retired part of a moufitaio, where he again gt^i them frefti 
afliirances of his never-failing love, eate, atid |»rbti^3ion| 
to die end of the world; i^enewedhis commilfioli add ait* 
tactilous powers to them, togethef with a ptOmile df i 
plentiful eiFuGon of his Holy Spirit to direct and fit theid^ 
for their glorious work, the converfion of mankind K 
Having fi^iftied his difeourfe, he bid them return toje- 
infalem, wh^re he would 'meet them before his afeenGoU, 
as he accordingly did; and ordered them to remaiii 
there till they had received the promifed Comforter, by 
whom djey uiould be endowed with power from al^ve^ 
anfwerable to their high commiffion. Great need they 
ftill had of fach a divine direftor, Gncc thefe Jaft* words 
filled them again with hopes, that their Matter was now 
going indeed to reftore the kingdom of Ifrael. Jefus wad 
here ikgain obliged to check their ambition and curiofity ^ 
but referred the further difplay of this important point to 
that promifed heavenly inftruftor. And now, having fi- 
nrflied his glorious work, led them forth toward Be* 
thany, to the mount of Olives; where, in their full view, 
he attended to heaven, leaving his bleffing upon them, Afandt 
anefthe comfortable aiTorance, that he was going to pre- inu 
pare a place for them in hi^ own kingdom. WhiUl their 
eyes were fixed ftill towards him, two angels appeared in 
bright apparel, and faid unto them, ** Ye men of Galilee, 
why ftand ye gazing up to heaven ? The fame Jefus, whom 
you have now beheld attending .thither, fhall in the like 
manner come down again from thence * 

The 


e I Cor. xVf 6. . f Mark xvi, 17, ad fin, Mark 

avi« ver. ult. tuke xxiv. 46, ad fin. Atts i, 6, U feq. 


(W) Tt will not be amifa tb number of dittiplea, both of 
ck)fc this hiftory of the Saviour : Jews and Gendlea, This wab 
of the world with the cettimony (or as Sc. Jerom read it, cr^ 
which we find concerning him debatur^ was believed 
in Jc^ephus ; who, in the the Chrift, Whom Pilate^ 
cijghteehdi book of his Anti- thniugh the envy of dUs heftifc 
qdties, chap. 4«expre&iy tty of Ouv nation, esuttd tb hb 
At the fiihe nihe, thm bm this dad 

was one MttS, e Witt maa, if dev Itti difcrpkS ttodi 
nt lea^ M fbe eadled a So hhe^ ||e<wetlhi£ 

inuhlib oM .(te ssteeidbfimm 
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The Hifioty of the Jews* 

The difclples returned immediately to Jcrufalcm, wheM 
fihey {pent their time in prayer, falling, and fuch other 
ejtercifes as were moll likely to qualify them for the recep-* 
tion of the promifed Comforter. They were about a hun-^ 
dred and twenty perfons, probably exclufive of the wo-* 
men, amonjg whom was the Virgin Mary The place 
they’ufed to airemb|e in, a large upper room, where, 
a few days after their Mailer’s afcenfion, Peter addreffed 
hirnfelf to the reft, and reminded them how necelTary it; 
was, before they entered upon their grand commiflion, to 
choofe a new member into the apoftolip college, from 
among thofe who had been conyerfant with jefus from 
John’s baptifm to that prefent time, to fill up the' vacancy 
which the traitor Judas had made in thejr number, The 
propofal being approved, two candidates were oftered, 
namely, Jofeph, furnamed Julius and Barfabas (who ia 
fuppoled by fome to be the brother of James the Lefs^ 
pndj by gthers, the fame with Barnabas) ; and Matthias, 
who was one of the feventy disciples. After a Ihort 
prayer to the Difeerper of all hearts, to diredl them to the 
perfon whom he had made choice of, they call their lotSj^ 
and Matthias was chofen into (he apoftolical minidry *. 

When fifty days from Chtifl’s refurteClJon were expir-j 
.cd, a term which ulhercd in the grand feaft of Pentecoft| 
whilft the difciples were all afiembled at their ufual place^ 
fuddenly there was beard a mighty found from heaven ; a 
vehement wind filled the room, and there appeared do- 
yen toiigues pf fire fitting upoii their heads. They were 


^ A£ls i. 14. 

day; they call themfelves by 
his name, and acknowlege him 
for their head.’* 

Thif paffag^, however, is 
{aid to be furreptltious, as nei- 
ther St. Judin nor Tertullian 
make any mention of jt ; ^nd 
yet i( is quoted by St, Jerom 
and Eufebius. The principd 
pbjeftion againft it is, how Jo- 
iephus copld exprefs himfelf 
in (uch 4 manner 4:Qncernipg 
IjChrid, and yet live and die a 
;Jew« To which may be added 
.aqotber dilficulty ; tpwir, how 
^ibe could ajcknowkg^ him the 
he h^ 


A£ls I. 15, ad finem. 

once complimented the Roman 
emperor with that title. Thofe 
who want to fee what has been 
written on the fubjeift, may 
copfult the following authors ; 
Eufeb. Ecclef. Hid. lib. 
pap, H. Huet.Demondr.E-p 
vang. prop. fetft. 1 1: Arnold# 
Dilkrt. de LoCf fup. an. 1661^ 
Prid. Calmet. But thofe, who 
believe it to have been folded 
in by fome pious Chridians, 
will find it &i\\ much mor^ 
diffici^lt, to aecQur^t how they 
could get it Inferted in all fur 
ture copies, and fupprefs aft 
the old aod gejduinf pi|^. 



The Hijiary of the Jews. 9^6^ 

gAV filled with the Holy Ghofti infpired with the knowlege .who an 
of foreign tongues, and endowed with all other fuperna- ^ndo'Wid 
tural gifts, to qualify them for the converfion of mankind, 

They fet themfelves immediately about* this great work, 
Jerufalem being then filled with people, from all parts of 
the world, both Jews and profelytes, who flocked thither, 
as ufual, to that grand folemnity. Thefe, curious to 
know the particulars .of that wonderful event, came to 
them in great crouds, and were beyond meafure fur- 
prifed to hear fuch poor illiterate Galilseans exprefs 
with fuch energy, the moft fublime myfteries of the gof- 
pel*^. Whilft fome, ftruck with amazement at what they 
faw anJTieard, were queftioning what the iflue of fuch a 
prodigy would be ; others afcribed their raptures to fome 
excefs of new wine, which they fuppofed the apoftles had 
drank that morning. Which notion, when Peter under- 
Itood,- he firft exploded the fuppofition, by reminding 
them, that it was but the third hour of the day, or nine 
of the morning -, whereas the Jews never eat or drank till 
after that hour, when the firft public prayers were over ; 
and then proved to them from the Scriptures, that there 
was nothing in thi^ extraordinary change, but what had 
been plainly foretold by one of the prophets K From that 
fubjeft, he proceeded to thofe other oracles, which had 
prel^nified the death and refurreQion of Chrift, the true 
MeHiah *, all which he explained with fuch powerful elo- 
quence, that three thoufand of his audience were imme- 
diately converted to his do£frine 

Peter and John, repairing to 'the temple as ufual, at the An old 
evening hour of prayer, healed a poor cripple, who fat cri/ple 
begging at the gate. This incident drew immediately a 
great concourfe of people about them, to the place called 
Solomon's porch ; where Peter alTured them, thcit they 
had wrought the miracle by no other power than that of 
Jefus Chrift, whom their elders and rulers had through 
ignorance condemned to the crofs. He concluded Mfith ' 
fi^h a powerful difeourfe on the danger of an obfiinatc 
and ungrateful unbelief, arid on the unfpeakablc benefits 
of a fpeedy faith arid repentance, that five thoufand more 
were added to the number of their converts " (X). 

But 

A61» ii. B, ic feq. 1 Joel ii. 28, & fea. conf. curn Ifai. 

Tcxix. 19, & feq. xliv, 3, & feq. cum xi. 15, K/eq. " A^i 
37, ad iin. n iii. 1, fc feq. 

(X) Thus did this new not in the number only, but 
^hiqrch of Chf ill daily in the zeal and fervour| holi- 
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The Hiftory of the Jewu 

But the oppofitiun of the priefts and rulerg agiliniV 
Chrift’s religion did not expire with the death of its divine 
author. This new and fignal miracle on the lame man^ 
the number of Converts it drew after it, the zeal, boldncfs, 
and eloquence, of the apoftles, all contributed to awaken 
their fears, and put them upon frefh means to fupprefi 
what they called this new and dangerous fe£t. The apof- 
tles, and the cripple, being brought before them, Peter 
demonftrated to them from the Scriptures, that Jefus was 
that chief comer-ilone, which was long fince foretold to 
be rejefted by the builders ®, and was now become the 
foundation of the new covenant, fince there was^no name 
given under heaven, by which men might be faved, but 
that of Jefus Chrift, crucified indeed by them, but raifed 
again by his own viftorious power. The fanhedrim, 
afraid to ufe violent means, or to inflame the admiring 
multitude, contented themfelvcs for the prefent, with for- 
bidding them to preach anymore in that name \ to which 
injunftion Peter replied, We have received a contrary 
command from God, and you may eafily judge which of 
the two ought to be obeyed 

At his .return to his collegues, having acquainted them 
with what had pafled, they joined unanimoufly in prayer 
to God, to ftrengthen their faith, courage, and miracu- 
lous power, that they might boldly go on in their miniftry, 
and preach his crucified Son notwitnllanding all oppofition . 
and difeouragements ; upon which they felt their upper 
room violently fhaken, afid their hearts infpired with fuch 
zeal, that neither threatenings nor perfecutions, racks, 
tortures, nor deaths, could put a Hop to their preach^ 

mg- 

V Ffal. cxviii. p Afls iii. Sc iv. paflim. 

tiefs and charity, of Ub mem- of the world, even of their 
bers ; beginning now a kind enemies. Thus were the di- 
of heavenly Ufe upon eArth, vine oracles fulfilled, the pro- 
difclaiming all property, felling mifes of Chrifl performed, and 
all they had, and chearfully hU .church miraculoufly plant- 
laying it at the apoftles* feet, ed and propagated by that hea* 
to be diftributed to the relief venly Spirit ; to continue un* 
of their brethren } and being der his dire£flon to the end of 
even in their worldly goods', as 'the world, maugre all the op- 
well as in their hearts and af- j^fitions of Jews and Gen^ 
fe^ions, fe perfectly untied^ tiies(i), 
that they became the wonder 

* (0 Maiifc »viU il^ 
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The fanhedrim^ finding their admonitions InefFe£lual, 
began to think it time to try fomc fevcrer means ; and to 
that end ordered them to be feized, and cail into a com^ 
mon gaol. But, before the next morning, an angel had 
opened <he prifon-gates, and fcnt them back to rcfumc 
their miniftry and preaching. By that time the council 
was met to determine fomething concerning them, word 
was brought, that the prifoners were efcaped by fome mi- 
racle ; as the prifon-gates had been found clofely fliut, 
Whilft they were debating about this new prodigy, the 
news came, that they were preaching as ufual in the tem- 
ple. Being again apprehended, and afleed by Caiaphas, 
wherefore they had tranfgrefled the command of the fan- 
hedrim, they bojdly anfwered, that, fince obedience 
ceafed to be due to magiftrates as foon as it began to con- 
travene that which was due to God, they had ftriftly fol- 
lowed their duty in preaching the refurreftion of Chrift, 
and the remiflion of fins through him, and giving the 
fame irrefragable proofs of thofe laving truths, which they 
themfelves had experienced “J. 

This candid anfwer, which gave them to underftand, 
that they were not to be frighted into a bafe compliance, 
raifed the indignation of the council tofuch a degree, that 
they -were juft ready to vent it in fomc feverer manner, 
when Gamaliel (Y), one of their members, a perfon of 
greater coolnefs, and a learned Pharifec, ftood up, and 
moderated their refentment for the prefent, by reminding 
them, that if this counfel wercimerely human, it would 
foon be crufhed, as many others of the like nature, which 
he named, and they knew had lately been ; but if it was 
of God, it was vain, as well as impious, in them to op- 
pofe it. “ Wherefore,” concluded he, my opinion is, 
that we let thefe men alone, and wait the event, left w^e 
fliould be found at length to contend with an almighty 
power.” His counfel was readily agreed to, and the apol- 
tles, being called in, after having received a fevere rebuke 
for their contumacy, were difmiffed, and joyfully rejoin- 
ed their coJlegues ' (Z), 

About 


^ AAi iii. iv. pain nil & v. 17. 

(Y) This was the perfon at 
whofe feet Su Paul had been 
bro^ht up. 

(Z) About this time the tc^ 

trmh PkMipi th9 brother ot 


' Aflsiv* ver. 33, ad fim 

Herod, died at Julias, in the 
thirty-feventh year of his reign, 
from the death of Herod the 
Great. As he left no heirs of 
hU olim body, hii tcti;?*fcby 
waa 
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The Hifiory of the Jews. 

About the fame time the apoftles ordained fcven deaconi 
from among the number of believers, to be overfeers of 
the miniftry in the relief of the nece£itous members. 

One of thefe was Stephen, a man of extraordinary learn- 
ing and zeal, and full of the Holy Ghoft, who wrought 
fuch V onders among the people, that he gave great um- 
brage to the Jews. Being accufcd before the fanhedrim, 
and having leave to fpeak for himfclf, he began his de- 
fence with a hiftorical deduftion of the true worfhip of 
God, excluGve of the Mofaic rites ; which laft he {hewed, 
by authentic proofs, were to be done away,, to make room 
for a more fpiritual religion under the promifed, JVTefliah. 
This fpecch was interpreted into blafphe my, for which he 
was condemned to death, and was floned accordingly, 
Saul at this time, a great enemy to Chrillianity, aflifting 
zealoufly on this occafion Authors are not agreed 
about the exa£V year of his death 5 but molt of them, after 
Ufher, Pearfon, and others, place it about this time, that 
is, about a year after that of his divine Mafter. 

The death of this protomartyr was foon followed by a 
more grievous perfecution againft the Chriftian converts, 
which yet Providence turned into the means of propa- 
gating the gofpel far and wide, by the difperfion of a great 
number 01 them,w who, after Stephen’s death, left Jeru- 
falem and' Judaea, according to our Saviour’s advice, 
‘‘When you are perfecuted in one city, flee into another'.’^ 
Few befide the apoftles ftaid at Jerufalem, whilft the reft 
went and preached, forp^ at Samaria, fome at Cyprus, 
and others elfewhere, but dill among the Jew^s; for the 
time for the converfion of the Gentiles was not yet come. 
During this perfecution, Samaria having received the gof- 
pel by the preaching of Philip”, the apoftolic college at 
Jerufalem deputed thither Peter and John, who imparted 
the Holy Ghoft unto them by their prayer, and impnfition 
of hands. Simon Magus, a forcerer, obferviiig the won- 
derful efficacy of this laft ceremony, would have pur- 
chafed the fame power of the apoftles at a large fum ; for 
which profane propofal Peter fharply rebuked him, and 
after-ages have branded his memory by giving that new 
and unheard-of fin the name of Simony, 

About the beginning of the next year, L. VitelliuS, 
being fent by Tiberius proconful of Syria, came to'Jeru- 

■ A£ti vil. 5!, &f^q. t Matth. x. 23. « A£ts viii. 4, feq. 

was refumed by Tiberius, and Syria, then under the govem- 
B^exed to the provincG of meat of Flaccus . 

faUnj 
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falem about the fcaft of the Paflbver, where he, was ho- a. dI 
nourably received by the magiftrates of that metropolis, 35. 
and remitted to the inhabitants the whole duty of the fruits 
that were fet to fale. He likewife put all the pontifical 
habits, • which ufed to be kept in the fortrefs of Antonia, 
under the cuftody of a Roman officer, into the polTcflion 
of the Jewifh high-prieft, to be kept and difpofcd of at 
their pleafure. He likewife depofed Caiaphas from the 
pontifical chair, and raifed Jonathan, the fon of Annas, or 
Ananus, to that dignity \ then departed for Antioch, his 
capital Soon after this tranfadlion a tumult happened 
at Samaria, in which I^ilate afted with fuch defpotifm 
and crueffy, as paved the way to his own ruin. A certain 
impoftor had perfuadcd the Samaritans, that, if they 
would repair to their facred Mount Garizzim, he would 
direft them to the facred velTels which Mofes had for- 
merly buried in that place. The credulous people came 
armed in fhoals to him, and encamped before a village 
called Tirathaba, waiting for orders to join them, till they 
could make a fufficient body to go up and take pofleffion 
of the pretended treafure. Pilate, who had timely notice 
of their defign, fent a ftrong body of horfe and foot, who 
attacked them with fuch fury, that they killed a great 
number of thofc deluded wretches, took many of them 
prifoners, and difperfed the 'reft ; then he ordered thofe 
of the heft rank and quality to be beheaded without 
mercy or delay. The Samaritans had immediately re- 
courfe to Vitellius, and complained of the malTacre, 
alluring him, at the fame time,’ lhat their aflembling in , 
arms was not with a feditious view, but to fecure them- 
felves from the intolerable oppreflions of the Jewifh go- 
vernor. Vitellius, who was well acquainted with his 
cruel and rapacious charafter, upon this complaint, dif- 
patched his friend Marcellus, to take the government of 
Judaea upon him, and fent orders to Pilate to repair im- 
mediately to Rome, there to anfwer the accufation of the 
Samaritans, before Cxfar’s tribunal, Pilate was forced 
to obey ; but, being detained by contrary. winds, Tiberius 
died before he could reach Rome. This dcpofition, which 
was but the forerunner of much greater evils to that cruel 
opprelTor, happened in the tenth year of his tyrannic go- 

* Conf. Jof. Antiq. lib xv. 14. &xviit. 6. f Antiq. ibid. cap. 51 

(A) The A£la Pilati, or vernment, have been fo altered 
tranla^tiona of Pilate in bis go- aud fophifticated by the hands 
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JDuring theic tranfaftions in Judaeii Herod had been 
carrying on his unfuccefsful war againft Aretas \ and Tw 
beriusi vexed at the fuccefs of the latteri had fent exprefa 
orders to Vitellius to invade hid country, and either to 
take him prifoner, or fend his head to Rome, V itellius, 
in his march into Arabia, deii^ned to have paiTed through 
Judsa ; but was diverted from it by the Jewiih magiftrates, 
FitelHus on account of the Roman ftandards* Upon this condefcen^ 
maJ Herod fion Herod and became to Jcrufalem, where they were 
came to Je~ highly honoured, and offered the ufual facrifices, and re- 
rujatem* j^oyed Jonathan from the high-priefthood, to give it to his 
brother Theophilus Here tnejr received me news of 
Ttherius Tiberius’s death, and Vitellius ftaid to receive thfi oath of 
fidelity from the people to the new emperor Caius By 

7 Antiq ibid, cap, -viii* Vid. & Dio. lib. lix. x Vid. Philo* 
Legat. ad Caium. 

through which they paffed, of fo extraordinary a Mafter. 
that we can fay nothing pofl< I did what I could to favc hina 
live on the fubjcfti What re- from the malice of the Jews ; 
lates to our Saviour, Tertol- but the fear of a total infur- 
lian and Eufebius have record- reftlon made me facrifice him 
ded to this effect. to the intereft and peace of 

Pilate to Tiberius, &c. your empire, kc.** 

“ 1 have been forced to There is nothing in all this 
confent, at length, tochecru- that can appear inconfillent 
cifixion of Jefus Chrifl, topre- with the charai^ler of fuch s 
vent a tumult from the Jews ; governor as Pilate was, if we 
though it was very much a- except his faying there, that 
gainu my will. For the WoVld Chriil's death had been foretold 
never faw, nor probably will, by the prophets and iibyls ; 
a man of fuch extraordinary but Jofephdf Arlmathea, when 
piety and uprightnefs. - But he went to beg his body, might 
the high -prieu and fanhedrim in all likelihood inform him 
£ul61led in it the oraclef of of the one, and the other he 
their prophets, and of our ii- might either know or be told 
byls. Whilft he hung on the by fome of his own people, 
crofs, a horrid darkne», which As for the red, the fear he 
covered the earth, feemed to was in of being called to an ac« 
threaten its total end. Hii count for his unjuft fentence, 
difciples, who pretend to have might make him the more dili- 
‘ * feen him rile from the dead, gent in fending fuch a favour* 

and afeend into heaven, and able relation of the tranfafhon, 
acknowlege him for their as would moft effe6^ually*preju* 
Qod(i), ftillfublift; and by dice that capricious emperor 
their . excellent livea,^ Ihew in his favour. 

• ^ themfelves the worthy difciples 

(j) Tbefe Uft particalari are nnly in Tertol* k EuMh 
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time Artabanes having fuccecded Aretes in Arabia> 

Vitellii^s entered imp an alliance with hiin near the Eu- 
phrates, where Herod gave them a magnificent enter- 
tainment under a {lately pavilion^ which he had reared 
for thatpurpofe, near the banks of that river. -The Roman 
general fent immediately an account of this tranfaflion to 
the emperor, and was lurprifed to find, by his anfwer, 
that Herod had acquainted him with all the particulars of 
it) for which anticipation he bore him a mortal hatred 
ever after*. 

All this while the Chrilllan church increafed to a fur- James 
prifing degree, not only in Judaea, but in all other parts 
of the ^rld; to which the apoftles themfelves, after 
iiaving left James the Lefs bifhop of that of Jerufalem (B), 

difperfed 

« Jofeph, & Dio* ubi fupra. 

(B) That he was made hi- church, which receives none 
fiiop of Jerufalem, and that but the epiflle that bears his 
this metropolis was made the name, and which he is fup- 
firfl Chrlfiian fee, we have not poied to have written a little 
from any facred writers, but before hi^ de^h, which hap- 
from the fathers and ancient pened about the yearofChrift 
tradition. It is fuppofed that 62; when his great fanftity 
both St. Peter, and the two having rendered obnoxi- 
fons of Zebedee, gave him the • ous to Ananas the of An- 
preference of being the firfl nas the high-priefi, mentioned 
bifhop, on account of his be- in the gofpel, he drew him 
ing fo nearly related to Ch rift, into the following fnare. He 
Por he was the fon of Cleophas fe9t;for him, to declare to the 
or Alpheus, the brother of the miftaken people what they 
blelTed Virgin, therefore his ought to think of' Jefus, con- 
firft coufiu, and hence called cerning whom they had, he 
his brother, according to the pretended, conceived fome 
Hebrew cuilom. wrong notion. For the better 

This his preference Is farther conveniency of his being heard,, 
^confirmed by his being men- he was placed in fome gallery, 
tioned by the apoftle before or high balcony of the temple, 

Peter and John, who are there where the people from below 
called the two bther pillars of inquired of him concerning 
the church ; and efpecially by the crucified Jefus ; to which 
.his fitting as preiident at the the good old bifhop anfweredj 
firft council at Jerufalem, when That Jefus, whom you crii- 
the queftion al^ut the clrcum- clfied, fits now at the right 
cifion of heathen converts was hand of God,” 
condemned. The chiefs, hearing this de- 

Some apocryphal writings claration, cried out The 
were attributed to St. James, Juft,” alluding to his furname, 
but were condemned by the isalfo in the oduiion, and or- 
' de>cd 
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TkeapoJIUt dilperfed tliemfelire&, either about or Toon, after this 
difperft jg not our province to follow them out of Jud«a, of 
iktmfelws, enter into many tranfaftioris of theirs within it^ 

which have no concern with the Jcwifli hiftory j fuch as 
their councils held at Jerufalenij their converts, miracles^ 
and ordination of bifhops i thofe particulars r^arding 
only the frrft propagation and plantitig of the Chriftiaix 
' church, We (hall refer oUr readers for them to thofe Chrif- 
tian annalifts, hiflorians, and other authors, who have 
written on the fubjed^, which are too numerous and tocr 
well known to need being mentioned. 

The Jews, foon after the death of TiberiUs, reffeived a 
new governor from Rome, indead of Pontius Pilate, named 
Marullys Marullus, or rather Marcellus, to whom the care of Ju- 
fuccteds djga had been committed after Pilatc^s dcpofition. At 
the fame time Caius Caligula gave his old friend Agrippa^ 
^ ^ * the fon of Ariftobulua, and grandfon of Herod the Great, 
the tetrarchy of his late uncle Philip, and added to it that 
of Abylene in Syria, which had formerly belonged to Ly- 
^rippa fanias. Agrippa, whom St. Luke calls by the common 
name of Herod **, had been brought up at Rome with 
^ Drufus the fon of Tiberius-, and, by his extreme genero- 

fity, or rather profufenefs, had fecur^d many friends at 
court ; but they were of the courtly mould. For, after 
Drufus’s death, the emperor having removed all the friends 
of that young prince from him, left they (hould revive thq 
Ifij formir memory of his fon, Agrippa found himfelf reduced to the 
poorcottdi- greateft extremities, much in debt, and almoft friendlefs. 
tm- In this condition he repaired to Judaea, and (hut himfelf 
up in a caftle inidumsa, refolving, through (hame, vex- 
ation, and mifery, to ftarve himfelf to death. His wife 
Cyprus, the daughter of Phafael, wrote to his fifter in his 
behalf $ and thefc two furnilhed him with fome prefent 
fubftftence, but too little for a prince of his extr^avant 
temper. To this Herod, Herodias’shu(band, added fome 
farther favours, made him a magiftrate of Tiberias, and 
alTifted him with fmallfums. But this kindnefs was foon* 
at an end; and Herod having one day upbraided him 

b Aftt xii. T| &rcqi 

dered him to be thrown head- ftonee, whilft he prayed to 
Icmg to the ground. His fall, God for them. At length one 
Dochavlngdeprivedhiiilof life, of them came and killed him 
they oveiw'helmed him with (2), 

^ (t) Eufeb. ubi fupra, lib, ii. cap. 13. ■ 

with 
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^ItK it at a banquet, AgHjipa^ tvho cbiild nbt brobk tbe 
diffront, retired to Flaccus governor of Syria, where he 
had nbt Itaid long before he dirobIi|ed hinij and was forced 
to retire again into Italy ^ After many other misfor- 
tunes he was, at leilgth, through the ill offices of one of 
bis freed-men, thrown into prifon, and loaded with chains, 
by Tiberius. He continued in this miferable condition 
till that prinde's death, when Caius, with whom he had 
formerly contrafted an intimate friendfhip, fent for him 
from his prifon to his owp palace, arrayed him iii purple/ A. D. 
exchanged his iron chain for one of gold of the fame 4i* 
weight, jjut a diadem oh his head, ahd gave him the two 
tetrarchies above rtientioned, with the title of king. 

Agrippa did not, however, take imhiediate poflTeflion of 
his new dominions ; but continued about a year longer ment and 
at Rome with the new emperor. He obtained* at length, bj 

leave of him tb go and Vifit his Jcwifli territories, and l 

took Egypt in his way. He embarked at Puteoli, at the 
end of July, and camd a few days after in fight of Alex- 
andrian The magnificence of his entry into that city, 
though he chofe to make it in the night, to avoid its be-^ 
ing too much’ obferved* drew the envy of the Alexan- 
drians, who could not behold this,upftart jewifti king in 
fuch fplendor, without offering feveral indignities to him, Jffronted 
though at a diftance and Flaccus, their governor, whb atAlipcan^ 
was no lover of the Jews, not only winked at their info- 
lence, but beheld it with a fecret pleafure. He was like- 
wife there informed of the indireft means which Flaccus 
had taken to fender the Jewifti nation odious to the efh*- 
'peror. All which particulars made him willing to leave 
the place as foon as poffible. 

He was no fooner fettled in his kingdom, than he fent 
a detail to the emperor, of the cruelties which Flaccus 
had committed. In confequenee of thi^ information, 

Caius difpatched Bafius immediately to feize that bloody 
governor, and bring him to Rome, Where he was ftripped F/acnts*s 
of all his riches, baniflied into an ifland of the Archipela- cruelties 
go, and at length put to^eath. fwtijhede 

In the mean time Herod Antipas* who had formerly Hiv^d 
treated Agrippa with fuch contempt, tould not noW be- Amipas^s 
hold his glory Without envyi His .wife, a haughty wo- 
mani could not brook that he Ihould be contented with 
the bare title of tetrarcb, Whilft her bfothei* was railed to 
that of a king I and did not ccafe importuning him until 

V0L.flL X M 
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took a journey to Rome, to obtain the ^atne title firontt 
the emperor. She even accompanied him thitheri in 
hopes that her prefence would greatly influence that mo- 
narch j but Agrippa, who was timely acquainted with 
their ambitious deOgns, had taken care to fend thither 
one of his freedmen, named Fortunatus, to accufe Herod 
of beii>g concerned in Sej anus’s late confpiracy, and, aa 
a proof of it, to mention the arfenals which he had filled 
with arms fufficientto furniih feventy thoufand men. As 
foon, therefore, as Herod was admitted into the prefence 
of the emperor, Fortunatms prefented hioi with Agrippa’s 
letter. Caius having read it, afked Herod whether he 
had really fuch a great magazine of arms. He was forced 
to confefs it •, upon which he was ftripped of his tetrarchy, 
and fent into baniChment to Lyons in France. Caius un- 
derflanding, however, that Herodias was Agrippa^s fifter^ 
offered to pardon her, and to procure her the payment 
of all the Turns (he had lent her brother -, but ihe refufed 
his generofitj, and, aS flie had been the caufe of hef 
faulhand’s diigrace, chofe to accompany him, and to lhare 
his fate \ upon which Caius gave both his tetrarchy, and 
all his trealure, to Agrippa, after Herod had enjoyed the 
foi mer forty-three years 

In the mean time Caius^ having ordered his ftatue 
to be crefted in the very fanftuary of the temple, fent 
" orders to Petronius, then governor of Syria,^ to fee it exe- 
cuted, and to have a number of troops ready to prevent 
any obftrudlion from tjip Jews. Petronius, who knew 
their zeal, as well as the impetuofity of his mailer, could 
not obey fuch a command without fome dread ; and, to 
gain time, fent for the bed ilatuaries and materials from 
diftant parts, whilil he gathered his army into the neigh- 
bourhood of FtolemaiSi This lail precaution having 
alarmed the nation, he was forced tp difclofe the orders 
tie had received i upon which he was- addreffed by all the 
heads of the Jews, who in the humbleil manner affured 
him, diat they would fooner hazard the lofs of all that 
was dear to them, even their lives, than fuffer their tem- 
ple to bc planed. The governor llrove to bring 
them toconipUwe, by reminding them of the danger of 
thc«r oppofiog, or of his tiiot obeying the emperor’s com- 
mand, and that them refiftance would be interpreted into 
downr^ht rebelUcm. Tb^ anfwered him, that the 
prayers faqriMtccfi they i^red dally - for the emperor 

^ Aad^lih. sriiu cap, p. Vhb.lk Db-JiU butPhilo, ebi fupra. 
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Were a fufficient token of their loyalty.' However^ added 
theyi we are fo far from riling in arms upon this occalion, 
that we will fuffer ourfelvcs to be butchered in the molt 
cruel manner; and this will be all the relillance you will 
meet from us if you perfift in your defign.” 

Arillobulus, the brother of Agrippa, accompanied with Ariflohuhs 
fome of the royal family, came to Petronius, and begged inurcedes 
that they might have leave to try to mollify the emperor 
by an embalTy, and that he would fecond it with a letter to 
Caligula, in their behalf. Petronius at length confented 
to write to the emperor, but forbad them to fend any em- 
bafly, oj^let their reludtance be fo much as fufpeftcd at 
the Roman court. He wrote accordingly to the emperor, Petromut 
that he had met with difficulties in the execution of his fxcufes hin 
orders, through want of proper hands ; and that the fta- 
tue, which he defigned Ihould be a maftcr-piece of its 
kind, was not yet reared, becaufe he feared the taking 
fo many men from their other labours, would bring a 
fcarcity on the land, and lower the tribute ; with fuch 
other reafons, which, inftead of appeafing, greatly exaf- 
peratcd the emperor. He was juft reading the letter, and Agrippa 
in the height of his refentment, when king Agrippa, who addrejjes 
was then at Rome, came into his prefence. This prince ^h't.^mpif^ 
was greatly furprifed to fee fuch a mixture of paffions in 
his looks and geftures, and began to fear he had cither 
offended, or been in fome way mifreprefented to him ; 
when Caius, who eafily obferved his diforder, broke the 
fecret to him in words to this e^qft : Your Jewifli fub- 
je£ls are ftrange creatures, to refufe to acknowlege me for 
a god, and to provoke my refentment apinft them : I had 
commanded the ftatue of Jupiter to be fet up in their Calus'i 
temple, and they have, itfeems, oppofed it, and raifed a 
kind of infurreftion.” 

At thefe words Agrippa fell into a fwoon, and was 
carried off to his own palace, wher^ he continued in that 
condition till the third day, when, having taken a little 
fuftenance, he wrote a pathetic letter to the emperor, in Agrippa*! 
favour of his countrymen, declaring that, for his own pathitic 
part, he fhould not outlive the profanation of the facred 
lomple, which would undoubtedly complete the ruin 
the Jewifti nation ^ Caius began to relent, when be read 
the letter ; and Agrippa, who drew a good omen even 
/rom his not anfy^ering it, took the libeity to invite him to 
.a fump^uous entertainment, which Caitis, who really 

' '' 

* Aatiq.)^, xriii.^. iJ. Vide ^ ^gst> «d ^um.' 
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lovcdliim, cafily accepted. Here the Jcwlfli king, baying 
warmed his gueft with wine, began to extol the great and 
(ignal favours Caius had heaped upon him \ and, by his 
encomiums and expreflions of gratitude, found means to 
get a new promife of whatever he fliould aik. To this 
promife Agrippa anfwered, Since it is your pleafure to 
add this new favour to all the reft, I will beg for fuch an 
one as will at once be an irrefragable proof of your good- 
nefs to me, and draw a plenty of heavenly bleflings upon 
your own head *, and this is, that you fhatl lay afideyour 
refolution of fetting up the ftatue in the temple of Jerufa* 
lem.”' This petition, which (hewed unfeigncd,rk)ve for 
his country and religion, even at the hazard of his life, 
had fuch an effeft on the emperor, that he wrote imme- 
diately to his governor, that, if his ftatue was not already 
fet up, he (hould defift ; inafmuch as he had altered his 
defign, out of fricndfhip to Agrippa. However, the levity 
of his temper Toon made him repent of his complaifance j 
and he deGgried to have made a fecond attempt. At the 
fame time his refentment againft Fetronius being kindled 
afrefh, he fent him an order to difpatch himfelf; but 
Caius was afTaATmated time enough to prevent cither of 
thcfifltjorders from taking cfFcdl ^ 

A^ippa, who was (till at Rorne, did not a little con- 
tribute to the fuccelTion of Claudius ; in confideration of 
which exertion, this laft confirmed to him all Caligula's 
grants, gave him Judsea, Samaria, and the fouthern parts 
of Idumaea, entered intea folcmn alliance with hrinr, and 
made fevcral edifts in favour of the Jews. At his re- 
queft, he beftowed the kingdom of Chalcis on his brother 
Herod, who was alfo his fon-in-law; Agrippa had the 
honours of the confuKhip, and Herod thofe of the praev 
torlhip, conferred upon them ; both were intitled to enter 
into the fenate, and to pay their compliments to the em- 
peror in Greek, a ceremony which was ufually performed 
in the Latin tongue. All thefe grants were engrarerf on 
copper, and fet up in the Capitol; thus was Agrippa 
raifed to' a great height of glory, his territories extending 
to the fartheft limits df the dominions poffelTed by his 
grandfather Herod the Great, and his power and credit 
with the fenate exceeding the intereft of that monarch, 
even when at the higheft pitch. 

After the acceflion of Claudius to the empire, he re- 
turned to hia kingdom, where he (hewed a mqrc exrra- 

^ Amiq^ubi SoetoiuiB Caligul. • 
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brdinary attachment to the Jcwi/h religion, than any of hia 
predeceiTors had exprelfed ^ and began with the folen^n 
performance of the vow of Nazareat ; after whiih he 
caufed the golden chain, which Caius had ^ven htm, to 
be hung up in one of the mod confpicuous parts of the 
temple, to be a monument to pofterity of the indability of 
human affairs. He depofed Theophilus from the bigh- 
priedhood, and gave it to Simon Cantharas the fon of 
Boethus. He diveded him of it foon after, to bedow it . 
on Jonathan, the fon of Annas, who had already enjoyed 
it after Caiaphas 5 but Jonathan modcdly refufed it, tell- 
ing theiking, that he thought himfelf fufficientJy honoured 
to have once enjoyed that dignity ; upou which it wasgiven 
to his brother Matthias 

Agrippa was not only a zealous obferver of the Jewifli His 
religion, but likewifc an excellent prince, delighting in 
afts of generofity and clem^i^cy^ He had been at an im^ 
menfe charge in building, beautifying, and fortifying, a 
new quarter on the north fide of the city, which he called 
Bezetha, or the new city, and in procuring the emperor’s A. D. 
leave to furround it with a drong wall. Had he obtained 43* 
permiflion, that metropolis would have been rendered inii. * 

pregnable; but Vivius Marfus, who had this year fucceeded 
fetronius in the government of Syria, reprefented, in fuch 
lively colours, the danger of the defign, which had al- ^ 

ready been partly executed, (Claudius in^medi^ely fent 
him an order to defid^ 

Upon his return to Jerufalera, he depofed Mattjpas, thp 
fon of Annas, from the high-priedhood, and gave that dig- 
nity to Elionseus the fon of Cithaeus ; and, as he was very 
fond pf pleafmg the Jewifh nation, be began to perle- 
cute thfi Chridians, who till then feem to have been very 
quiet at Jerufalem ever fince St. Paul’s converlion. Thje Beheads" 
fird who fell a vidlim to his popular zeal, was Janjes fur- 
named Boanerges, whom he caufed to be bebead^^ The 
pleafure which this aidlion gave the encouraged him 
to imprifon Peter alfo, with a defign to cut him o(f im- 
mediately after the fead, which was that of the PafTover. 

Peter was therefore drongly guarded, having four qua- 
ternions of foldiers at his prifon door, and fadened hands 
and feet with chains to his dungeon; bu,t the prayers which 
(were put up for him by all the in abopt 

Jerufalem, obtained for him a miraculous deliverance. Peter mi^r: 
yor, on the very night before his defigned martyrdom, an 

$ Antiq, nbi Aipra, cup. g, 6,7, ^ 
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angel zwaked^etcr out of a found fleep, freed him framliil 
fetters j opened the prifon-door, led him fafe through fome 
of thi; ftrcets of the city, and left him to feek for fome fafe 
afylum; which he accordingly found, after he had ac« 
,quainted fome of the brethren with his miraculous de« 
liverance 

Soon after this difappointmcnt, Agrippa returned to 
Csefarea, where he defigned to have exhibited public games 
in honour of Claudius Csefar^ and was attended thither by 
a numerous traiiyof the moll confiderable perfons, both 
Jgrippa's of his own, and bf the neighbouring nations. He ap- 
magnificent peered early on the fecond morning of the fellival at the 
^ce^atC^- public theatre, in a coftly fuit artfully wrought, fo that 
the fun-beams, darting upon the filver ground of it, were 
refledled with fuch an uncommon lullre, that the people 
beheld him with a kind of divine refpeft. He addrelTed 
himfelf in an elegant fpeech to the deputies of Tyre and 
Sidon, who had heen fome time in difgrace, and were 
now come to beg his pardon, and the continuance of his 
favour to their refpedtive nations. Here the ambalTadors, ^ 
prompted perhaps by fome of his court fycophants, gave 
a great fliout, crying out, that it was the voice of a god, 
and not of a man ; and praftifed fome attitudes that fa- 
voured of adoration. The krrig, too.fenfiblc of the peo- 
ple’s praife, approved, inllead of checking, their inqipious 
flattery; upon which the angel of the Lord fmote him 
with 'a dreadful difeafe under which having lingered five 
days, be expired in all the mifery that can be cxprcflTed 
or imagined (C). He left a fon of the fame name, theh 
^nadfut feventeen years old, who had been brought up at 

iiath, Rome ; alfo three daughters, Berenice married to Herod, 
a^ed fixteen, and Manamne and Drufilla, both young and 
unmarried, though contra£led, the former to Julius Ar- 
chelaus, the , fon of Chalcias, and the latter to Epipha-^ 
ne$ the fon of Antioch us king of Comagene. He died in 
the fifty-fourth year of his age, and the feventh of his 




A D. 
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Afts xii. per tot. 1 Ibid. ver. 10, ad fin* Anti q. lib. 
xlx.cap. 7. 

(C) The faqred hjiflorian that he could not bat reflect on 
' ftjs, that he was eaten of the, bafeneiB of his flatterers, 
mrms (i) ; and Jof^^ who had but lately comp^- 

was feiTCct with filch vic^nt mented him with a klnd of ji* 
pttiht in bis bearr ^ bowels, vine immortality. , ^ 


(1) Aftiaii. ^3; 


reign. 



Hijiory of the Jews, »7^ 

reign. Claudius Intended to beftow the kingdom on his 
fon, according to a former promife \ but was difluaded 
from it by his courtiers, on pretence that he was too 
young to be trufted with the care of fuch a nation ; upon 
which Judaea became again a provii^ce of the empire, and Jud^m 
Cufpius Fadus was Cent goremor of itj with this particu- wadt m 
lar order, that he Ihould afl nothing in concert with Mar- 
fua 5 that he fliould feverely punifli the inhabitants of Cje- 
farea, and Sebaile or Samaria, for the indignities they 
had oiFered to the memory of the late king {D) ; and that 
he fliould fend the troops that were kept in Judxa away 
into Fontus. But he was Coon after perAiaded to let them 
femain where they were ; a circumftance which proved a 
fource of new troubles and miferics It was about this 
time that the famine foretold by Agabus, 'a Chriftianpro- 
phet began to rage ; when the new churches planted , . 

at Antioch, and other places, fent the believers at Jeru- 
falem a liberal fupply, by the hands of Paul and Barna- 
bas I whilft Helen, queen of Adiabene, is faid to have rer 
lieved the Jews, and afterwards the Chriftians. 

Fadus, upon his arrival in Judxa, found it iieceflary to Fadus 
fupprefs the banditti, who were by that time grown very 
numerous and powerful % and ahfo to quell an infurrec- 
4 ion which the Jews had raifed a^ainft the inhabitants 
of Philadelphia, the fame city with Rabbah, the ca- 
pital of the Ammonites'". In the mean time Claudius, 
having recalled Marfus out of refpeA to the late king, had 
fent Cafllus Longinus into that government, who came 
immediately to Jerufalem, and'infifled upon having tb^ 

E ontifical vellments put into his pofTeflion, in order to be 
ept, as formerly, in the fortrefsof Antonia. The Jews, A. D. 
furprifed at this new demand, begged leave that they #5^ 7? 
flight fend a deputation to the emperor ; but did npt obr ” 

tain it from that governor, till fpme of the heads of the 
nation had put their fons as hoRages into his hands. The 

fc Antiq. ubi Aipra, 1 A£ls;si. 27, ad £ji. Antlq. 

fib. jLX. cap. 1, & 2- 

(D) Theft moft ungrateful daughters from the theatres, 

.wretches, not content with and other public places, and 
making the greateft rejoicings carried them into their public 
IK Agnppa^s death, and^black- ilews^ where they proftituted 
^nihg biB memoiy-with the them in fuch a manner, as i# 
vileft outrages, had pulled unftt to be mentioned (?)* 
down the Ibuiies of his three 

42) lib. lut- cap. *■ 
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ambafladois applying to ClaudiuB) and fetdnded by the 
young Agrippa, obtained a grant, that thofe facred robes 
fliould be kept in poflcffion of the high-pricft, in the 
manner Vitellius had granted it fix years before. At the 
fame time Herod, king of Chalcis, obtained of that em- 
peror the fuperintendency of both the temple and facrcd 
treafury ; together with the authority of naming whom he 
would to the pontifical dignity; in purfuance of which 
power, he depofed Canthafas, and raifed Jofeph, the fon 
of Cami, to the high-priefihood. After Herod’s death, 
young Agrippa obtained the fame grant for himfelf, and 
enjoyed it till the time of the Jewiih war ^ 

Tkeudas, During Fadus’s government there ?rofe‘an impoftor, 
« named Theudas(E), who drew great numbers of the de- 

iuded Jews after him, bidding them follow him beyond 
rtSim. Jordan, and promifing that he would divide the waters of 
that river, as Joihua had done, hy his fingle word. Cuf- 
pius fent fqme troops of horfe and foot againflt him and 
his followers, killed fome of them, took others prifoners, 
and, amongll them, Theudas himfelf, whom he caufed ts 
be beheaded, and his head was brought to Jerufalpm. 
This, according to Jofephus, is the • moft remarkable in- 
cident that happen^ during Fadus’s government : he was 
foon after focceeded by Tiberius Alexander, an apoftatc 
Jew of facerdotal face, and nephew to the famous Phifo, 
TAr /b«/ •/ often mentioned in this work One of his firft exploits 
was the crucifying James and Simon, the fons of Judas, 
cm- furnanied Galilsus, head of the Gaulonitiih k(k. About 
^ * the fame time Herod, king of Chalcis, having depofed Jo- 
feph, the fon of Cami, gave the high-prieithood to Ana- 
• nias, the fon of Zebedcus, and died foon after, ih the 

eighth year pf the reign of Claudius. That emperor gave 
his kingdom fo young Agrippa, ih prejudice of Arillo- 
) buluB, the ieldeft fon of the dcceafed. 

: ^ntuSui Ventidius Cumahus focceeded Alexander ir) the govern- 
I ^1 giver’ merit of Judxa ; and it was in his time that thofe troubles 
began; which dnded in the ruin of the Jewifh nation, 
lof** The great concourfe of people, which their fcftivals 
brought to Jerufaletn, obliged the Romans at foch times 
to keep ^ guard before the gates of the temple, to pre- 


• Antiq. lib. XX. cap. i, k s. ■ Bel. jud. lib. ii. cap. ii, 


(£) We inuft take care not tioned by St. Luke, and faid 
0 confound this Theudai of to have appeared juft after the 
[ofephus with another men- death of Herod the Great. 
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?cnt tumults. It was now the Paffover, when one of the 
Roman foldiers upon duty had the Impudence to expofe fu/tid ^ ^ 
his nudity to open fight: this indignity raifqd the refent- fii* 

Hient of the Jews to fuch a height, that they complained 
of it to Curaanus, and in an infolent manner told him, 
that the affront was offered by his order, not only to the 
nation, but to God. He tried at firll to appeafe them by 
fair means, but finding them grow tumultuous, he or- 
dered his troops to aifemble at the place. At fight of A. 0 . 
thefe, the multitude fled in the ereateft fright and confu- 4 S. 
fion, infomuch that upwards of ten thoufand were flifled 
to death^in their flight, by running over one another in 
the narrow paflfages that led to and from the temple. 

Soon , after this difafter, another happened in Samaria, 
where fome Galilsean Jews, going to one of the fealls, 
were infulted, and one of them killed, and the reft went 
to complain to Cumanus againft the Samaritans : but he 
refufing to do them juftice, the complaint was brought 
before Quadratus, governor of Syria, who fent both t)ar- 
ties to Rome, and Cumanus with them, to anfwer for 
thegifelves (F). The Samaritans' were found guilty, and Saman^ 
condemned to die, Cumanus was fent into banimment, and tans ft- 
Celer, one of his tribunes, who had been involved in the 
fame guilt, condemned to l^e dragged through the ftrects 
of Jerufalem, and then put to death p. 

In the following year, Claudius Felix, brother of Pallas, A- 0 , 
the emperor^s chief favourite, being t^n in Judsea, fuc- 54- 
ceeded Cumanus in the goverppient of it, under whom ■ 

the Jewifli afiairs became more and more defperate. The 
land fwarmed with robbei 5 and banditti, falfe prophets, 
and pretended miracle-mongers, who were ftill blowing 
the coals of difeontent and fedition *, fo that there paffel 
fcarce a day in which there was not fome dreadful execu- 
tion, made upon fome of thofe mifcreants4. To thefe 

P Antiq. lib. XX. cap. 4, & 5. 4 Bell. Jud. lib. iL 

cap. la- ' V 

(Fj They were all font in chief of the Levites, who weft 
chains thither, though they the keepers of k, with fome 
were the heads of' each qf the others. Thofe of the Santa* 
contending nations. Thofe a- ritans were likewife confider- 
roong the Jews were Annas and able peffons, and thefe joined 

i onathan, who had been both intereft with Cumanus ; but 
igh-priefts, Ananias the pre- the credit young A grippe U 

font pontiff, and his fon the cap- the Roman court eafily turned 
^in of the temple^ or ra^er tl^fcfdcs infei^oft^ 

yff 
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Wt itiay join tlio ficarii, or aflai&na (G)| who committed the 
iviiK^ft horrid murders and butchcriesi under covert and|xre-* 
toice of zeal for their religion and ftberties. Among the 
£aire prophets, and pretended ^viours, by whom thatin^ 
fatuated nation was feduced, was one who came from 
Egypt, and had drawn about thirty tfaonfand men after 
him, by the large promifes he made to them of a 
fyeedy deliverance. He and his followers were, however, 
foon difperfed by the Roman troops ; but one was no 
fooner hlenced, than them Itarted up another, fo that the 
mod violent remedies rather inflamed than afluaged their 
feditious difeafe. Felix did not exert his cruelti^ on the 
rebellious alone, but on all others indiicriminatcly, whom 
his avarice or refentment marked out for denrufitiom 
This barbarity obliged the good old prieft Jonathan, who 
had been mod indrumental in procuring him the govern<p 
ment, to expodulate often with him, and to complain of 
his ill conduct. Felix at length, unable to bear his juft 
cenfures, hired one Doras, a perfon in whom Jonathan 
put great confidence, to aflaflinate him \ and the fa£l was 
perpetrated accordingly. This murder palGng unpuniftied^ 
proved the fource of an infinite number of other aifafli'* 
nations, which were committed every where, the temple 
not excepted : the Jewifti chiefs, and even the pontiffs, 
made no fcruple to hire affaflins, to rid themfelves of their 
enemies. 

Drufilla, Agrippa’s daughter, had been' contrafted to 
Epiphanes i but he refufi^i^ the circumcifion, her brother 
gave her to Azizus, king of Emefa, who contented to 
that ceremony out of love to her, Ihe being one of the 
fined women of that age. But, as her virtue was far 


(G) Thefe were another fort 
tf robbers, who came and mix- 
ed themfelves among the crouds 
and aflemblies, with fhort dag- 

g ers under their cloaks, and 
abbed all chat canoe near them 
io open day, and Chen were the 
firll to cry out tqurdcr ! They 
mt only, by this vile method, 
jiidthemlelveaof their enemies, 
hot would hire themfelves' to 
murder any others for a fmall 
Stirnm So that k beosnie ex- 
Cremely dangerpui to go into 
ifiy pl^ of jNiildk 


They arefuppofed to have 
originated from the Gaulon^ 
itifh fadlion, which began near 
fifty years before ; and, infpite 
of all the feverities which the 
Romans made them feet, fiill 
kiept up thblr feditioo^ ^irit, 
and dally increafed in number^ 
They were afterwards better 
known by the name of Zealots, 
and under that fpecknis :title 
comnoitted fuch unheard-of 
crimes, as haflened Ibe total 
ruin of their cify and nation. 

enough; 
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enough below her beauty, Felix, who was become ena- 
moured of herj cafily perfuaded her to forfakc her huf- < 

band, and to be married to him, though a pagan, and one Marries ^ 
of the worft of that kind (H). He was himfelf, perhaps, Drujui^ 
made more fenfible of it than ever, when the apoftle St. A. b. 
Paul was brought before him, and uttered that drfcOtirfe 
on juftice, temperance, or chaftity, and a judgment to * 

come ; which threw him into fuch a fit of retnorfe and 
trembling, as made him cry out, ** It is enough : go thy 
ways for this time ; and, when I am more at Icifure, I 
I will fend for thee Felix afterwards fent for him more 
than once \ but it was rather in hopes of a bribe from 
him, than a defire of being made better acquainted with 
thofe important truths, which he had heard 5 fo that, after 
near two years, finding himfelf difappointed, and ready to 
be recalled from his government, he chofe to leave his 
prifoner in bonds, to ingratiate himfelf with the exafpe-* 
rated Jews *. 

He was accordingly fuce'eeded by Portius Feftus, who . a. D, 
upon his coming found the nation in the mod dilirefled 6x, 
fitiwtion ■, atid> which was ftill worfe, the very priefthoOd " " 
had begun a civil war among thcmfclves ever fince the laft 
year of Felix’s government, the occafion of which feems 
to have been the frequent depofitions of the pontifFs, and 
their pretenfions to a greater lhare of the tythes than the 
inferior priefts could afford. Agrippa had the year before a chi! ' 
depofed Ananias, and put lihmael in his room : there war «- 

were ftill feveral more fuch ditcarded pontiffs alive, who 

^ priefts* 

r Bell. Jud. iib. ii. cap. ix, & feq. • Afts xxiv. pafT. Ar 

Antiq. ubi fupra, cap. 7. t Afls ubi fupra, ad fin. 


(H) Her two fifters did not 
prove much more virtuous than 
flie. Berenice the eldeft, and 
formerly married to her uncle 
Herod king of Chalcis, being 
become a widow, was fhrewdly 
fufpedted of holding an inceft- 
uous intercourfe with her bro- 
ther Agnppa. To fupprefa 
that fufpicion, (he married Po- 
lemon king of Pontus, and pf 
part of Cilicia; but /he foon 
after broke off with him, and, 
by her loofe behaviour, con- 
firmed the reports that had been 
fpread concerning her unlawful 


intrigues. Herhufbatid, on the 
other hand, who had embraced 
Judaifm on her account, was 110 
fooner forfaken by her, than he 
returned to his paganifm. 

Mariamne the youngeft had 
been married early to Arche- 
laus, the fon ofChelcias orEU 
chias, probably of the Hero- 
dian family; but ihe likewilfe 
forfook him to many one Oe- 
metrius, an A lexapdriaii J ew, 
GDC of the richeft and moil con- 
fiderable of that city, who waa 
4 hen thckaubarca or chief. 
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al| pretended to have the fame income of the tjrthes, which 
they enjoyed with that dignity. The ijincour rofc at 
length to fuch a height, that each party ufed to be ac« 
companied with a troop of the ficarii, and^ upon every 
rencounter, attacked each other, killing all that oppofed 
them, filling both city and country, and fometimes even 
the very temple, with blood. Fcftus was therefore 
forced to begin his government with the greateft feverity, 
in order to fupprefs thefe diforders. The fevere examples 
he made of their leaders, impoflors, and of the moft mu- 
tinous of the rebels, was what took up the greateft part of 
his tim^ and labour during his fliort governmentiK 

Three days after his arrival in Judsea, he went to Jeru- 
faleni, where Ananias, the late high-prieft, and the reft 
of the Jewifh chiefs, came to demand juftice againft Paul, 
who was ftill kept prifoner at Csefarca, As foon, there- 
fore, as he was returned thither, he caufed him to be 
brought before him \ and after a full hearing of both Gdes, 
efpecially of the prifoner’s defence, pronounced him in- 
nocent of any capital crime. But his enemies ftill infill* 
ing that he was worthy of death, and Feftus bcii^ willing 
to oblige them with a iecond trial at Jcrufalcm, Paul took 
hold of the privileges which the law gave him, to appeal 
to Caefar; and thus prevented the efFeAsof their farther 
malice. Agrippa, and his fifter Berenice, being come to 
Caefarea to compliment the new governor, and having ex- 
preffed a defire of feeing this celebrated prifoner, Feftus, 
who knew that prince ,to be thoroughly verfed in the 
Jewifh laws and cuftoms, readily agreed to have him 
brought once more to the bar. Here -Paul, being per- 
mitted to fpeak for himfelf, made fuch a defence, that 
Feftus acquitted him of every fault, except that of having 
turned his brain with too much learning. Agrippa, how- 
ever, owned himfelf almoft convinced by what he faid^ 
and, after fome private conference with the govemon it 
was declared, that he might have been releafed, if he had 
not appealed to C^efar^ 

In the mean time Agrippa, who came often to Jerufa- 
lem, and had a lodging near the temple, of which he 
had the fuperintendency after his uncle Herod, formed a 
4eftgn of building a palace there, of fuch a height, that 
be could Overfee, all that was done in the innermoft court 
of the temple. The Jews were the more difpleafed at 
intrisfit^ni bccatifc Feftfus and the Romans frequently 

^ axv. fc MvL piK 
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came and viewed their fcrvicc from this new building; 
lor which reafon they raifed a partition-wall high enough 
to cover that facred placej which the king and governor 
taking as an affront, ordered it to be pulled down. The 
Jews, after much oppofition, obtained leave at length to 
fend deputies to Rome ; and thefe, by the interccflion of 
Poppxa, obtained a grant from the emperor for keeping 
up the wall. Ifhmael, the then high-pried, being at the 
head of this embaffy, was, for his laudable zeal, depofed 
by Agrippa, who beftowed that dignity on Jofeph, fur- 
named Cabbis, the fon of the late pontiff Cantharas. Jo- 
feph us ^dds, that Poppaea detained Ifhmael and Chelcias 
as hodages at Rome 

Fedus dying towards the latter end of this year, Nero 
nominated AlDinus to fucceed him ; in the mean time^ 
Agrippa having given the high-priedhood from Cabbis to 
Ananus, a proud Sadducee, this lad took that interval 
before the arrival of the new pr2etor to call a council, and 
to have James the apodle and bilhop of Jerufalem, and 
fome other Chridians, condemned and put to death. 
Upon the goyemor’s arrival at Alexandria, complaint was 
made to him of this piefumptuous and unlawful dep. 
Albinus refented it, and fent the new pontiff a very 
threatening letter. Agrippa, who feared the confequence 
of his anger, took care to depofe him, and to put in his 
room Jefus, the fon of Damneus. Jud«a gained nothing 
by the change of either governor or pontiff. As for the 
former, he was more cruel and rapacious than either 
Felix pr Fedus ; and yet he was uill, in one refpeft, better 
than his fucceffor, in that he endeavoured, at lead, either 
to hide or to colour his ill a£Iions by fome pretext or 
other. 

His drd care was to fupprefs the ficarii,, robbers, and 
banditti, which were now grown more numerous, and 
bolder than ever. He punifhed with the utmod feverity 
as many as fell into his hands, and the red became more 
xlefpcrate. They ventured one night, during one of thejr 
fet^ds, to enter the city', and carry off Eleazar, the fon. of 
Ananias, the late hign-pried, who was fecretary of the 
femple, and to fend his father word, that they would not 
releafe him, till he had procured the enlargement of ten 
of their affociates, whom Albinus kept in priibn. Ana- 
nias/ wEo was very opulent, bribed the rapaciious gover- 
nor to conlent to this exchange j but his com{iiance was 
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mih very ba<l confequence a ; for he was forced 
ftiU to redeem fome near relation at the fame price^ as 
often as any of the banditti fell into the goTernor's handed 

Agrippa having given the high^priefthood from Jefusi 
the fon of Damneusj to Jefus the fon of Gamaliel, thofe 
two pontiffs provided each of them a ftrong efcorl; of 
armed men, and committed the vilefl outrages ; not only 
againil each other, but againfl; the inferior fort, who were 
often plundered of all they had, and reduced to the lowed 
miiery. 

About this time the temple being quite finiflied, and 
eighteen thpufand workmen at once difeharged^ a pro- 
pofal was made to employ them in taking down an old 
(lately gallery of the temple which was in danger of fall- 
ingi and r^uilding it anew ; but that prince, confi dering 
the expenfivenefs and length of the work, abfolutely re- 
fufed it, and told the Jewifh chiefs that they might em- 
ploy thofe hands in paving the city with white dones ; but 
that propofal not being agreed to, the greated part joined 
themfelves with the banditti, for fear of darving. Albi- 
nuB) after a two years government, was recalled by NerO| 
and fucceededhy Geffius Floru^ the lad and word^go- 
vemor that ever Judsea had^ His rapines, cruelties, and 
connivance at the praflices of the banditti, were fo open 
and barefaced, that he was 'looked upon by the Jews 
more as a bloody executioner fent to butcher, than as a 
magidrate to govern their nation. His delign was to pro- 
voke them to fuch open^ rebellion, as might either give 
him the brutifh pleafure of feeing them dedroy each other, 
or prevent his opprcffionsi murders, and other mifdeeds, 
from being enquired into. He fucceeded but too well in 
it ; and a war was kindled accordingly, through his means, 
which ended not but with the total ruin of the Jewilh na- 
tion. This event is fo very well known, that we 
ihaUiiot enter into a detail of the particulars, which would 
be inconlident with the nature of this work (I). 

Judxa 


rAatiqi cap. B. 


B lbid« cap. 9i Bell. Jud. ubl fupra. 


(1) About four yean before' and cried without ceafing ; 
ibh war biOkc out, and about “ Wo to tjie city! Wo to riic 
'feven belbfeilie df Jena- temple ! A voice from thje four 
fyem, wlipft the Jews fttll en- eomen, a voice againd Jen^ 
IP^red iuttjl lund eff peac^ a Alem, 4 voice agM^ the as- 
counrry fellow, named Jefus, tion ! in this lamentable 
came to tbedafl of ttiteniacksi heitk he m through all the 

ftrccii 
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Judsa being thus diftraOed within and without, and 
groaning more than ever under a tyrant, who openly pro- 
moted thofe mifehiefs he (hould have remedied ; great 
numbers of Jews forfook it to feek an afylum among fo« 
reign nations, whild thofe that ftaid behind applied them** 
felyes to Ceftiua Gallus, governor of Syria, who was at 
Jerufalem at the FaiTover, befeeching him to pity their 
wretched ftate, and free them from the tyranny of a man 
who had totally ruined their country. Florus, who was 
prefent when thefe complaints were preferred againft him, 
made a mere jeft of them ; and Ceitius, indead of making 
a ftri6l enquiry into his conduQ, difmided them with a 
bare promife, that Florus (hould behave better for the fu- 
ture. Meanwhile, he gave diref^ions for computing the 
number of Jews that were at Jerufalem, by that of the thtpeopU* 
lambs offered at the feftival, in order to fend an account 
of it to Nero ; and by that computation the whole was 
found to amount to two millions five hundred and fifty- 
fix thoufand. Jofephus thinks they rather amounted to 
three millions 

Soon after this tranfaftion, the contefl between the A. D, 
Jews and Syrians about the city of Csefarea, which had 67. 
been kept in fufpenfe ever Gnce the time of Felix (K), ■ 

being at length decided in favour of the Syrians, the dc- 

a Bell. Jud. lib. ii. cap. 13, &alibt 

ffreets of the city night and farea belonged to them, be- 
day ; and on the fabbaths, and cstufe it had been built by He- 
other fedivaU, was heard to rod; and the S3rnanB preteod- 
fpeak thofe words louder, and ed, that it had been always ef- 
in a more difmal tone. Neither teemed a Greek city, Gnce even 
threats, nor the moff fevere that monarch had reared tem- 
puniihments could make him pies and ffatues in it ; grew 
deGff , or utter a groan or com>- to fuch an height, that both 
plaint, or any other words chan parties came at laft to blows, 
thofe dreadful woes, till hefaw and took up arms againff each 
his prcdiflions begin to be ful- other. Felix, at length, fent 
filled by the Gege of the city, fome chiefs of each nation to 
when he cried out in a more Rome to plead their caufe be‘- 
fiiriil accent, Wo allb to my- fore the emperor, where U 
felf !'* and was in that inllant hung in fufpenfe till this time, 
killed by a Aone thrown by the when Nero decUod it in fu^ n 
befiegers (i), ^ manner as caufed (his into- 

fK) This conteA, in which refHon. 

Che Jews maintained, ^thfit Cse- 

< 0 Jofepb. Bell. Jud. lib* siL ei^. is* 





.Igrtppa 

bj 

dpjmws. 


J0mt fir- 
pi^fi- 
tatid, 
Hitrid 
JUmikiiri 
mndt of 
ihm ia 
wther 
ilmcih 
^d At Jf' 
t^nUm. 


Bimki 

VHt^cidiS 

ht ^ain. 

<JpfMii^ni/i 


Tid Hjfiory, cf the Je&s. 

^ee ^9m no fooner brought to Judseai but^ as if it Ka<f 
bten agreedi that this mould be the fignal for a revolt^ 
the Jews every where refolved to take up arms ; and thus 
began the war in the fecond year of Florus’s government, 
in the twelfth of Nero’s reign, the fetenteenth of that of 
Agrippa, and the Gxty-ninth of Chriil Agrip^j who 
was in Jerufalem at the beginning of this revolt, urov6 in 
vain to afluagc the fury of the people by a long and ela- 
borate fpeech, as well as by other proper means ; they 
liftened to him, till he came to infill on their fubmitting 
to Floius, until a new governor could be obtained from 
Rome. This propofal exafperated them to fuch a degree^ 
that they began to pelt him witti Hones, and fofced him 
to ^ leave the city, which was immediately in a flame. 
Floras beheld all this confufion without lending the lead 
help to quell the fedition, though earnellly entreated by 
the Jewilh heads. Agrippa fent them indeed three thou^ 
land men ; but what could they now do againft fuch an 
enraged multitude as were then up in arms ? The evil 
foon fpread all over the kingdom ; and though the Jews 
were every where the fufFerers, yet did not their defperate 
rage abate in the lead. Nothing was now to be feen but 
robberies, murders, and all manner of cruelty and car-^ 
nage. The Jews, on their part, fpared neither Syrians 
nor Romans, but retaliated their cruelties wherever they 
prevailed. The Caefareans fell fuddenly on the Jews of 
their city, and mafliacred twenty thoufand of them ; two 
thoufand were murdered at Ptolemais, and fifty thoufand 
are faid to have been fllilghtered at Alexandria. At Je« 
rufalem. Floras caufed his troops one day to plunder the 
high market, and to kill all they met and they mur- 
dered accordingly three thoufand five hundred perfons, 
men, women, and children. Among tliofe whom they 
brought prifonerd to him were fome men of quality, who 
had been even honoured with the Roman knighthood i 
yet this dignity did not fave them from his cruelty; on 
the contrary, he caufed them to be fcourged before his 
tribunal, and then crucified 

Berenice, who had ftaid at Jerufalem after her brother, 
fpared neither prayers, meflages, nor vilits, to mollify the 
brutal praetor, till at length Ihe was likely to have lofl 
het life, and with great difficulty reached her palace before 
fhe was overtaken by his inftruments of barbarity. Yet, 

^Conf.Antiq. Ubi xxi sap. ult teBcll. Jud, fib, ii« cap. 14 - 
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ilbt dircouniged liy this attempt, ihe went bareifcrot to him 
the vm-y next day, threw herfelf at the foot of his tri- 
bunal, and, in the mod fubmiffive terms, entreated him to 
put a (top to the (bedding of fo much blood. The brutal 
tyrant did not fo much as vouchfafe her the leaft token of 
common refpeft, fo that (he ran a fecond riik of being 
tom in pieces before (he could get home**. In his letters 
to Cedus he threw all the fault on the Jews, who it mud 
be ownedi were a petverfe and incorrigible generation, in^ 
fomuch that Gedus knew not wdl whether to believe the 
governor or his accufers, at the head of which lad were ^ 
Agrippa and Berenice. 

In the**mean time a great number of afladinB having 
joined the rebels, drove the Romans out of the fortrelTcs ^ 
of MalTada, Antonia, and the towers of Phafael, Mari- 
amne, and others. Then they fet (ire to the palaces of Putalit9 
Agrippa, Berenice, the high-pried Ananias, and his bro- fire and 
ther Ezechias; and thefe two lad, who had hid them^ 
felves from their fury, being difeovered, were murdered 
without mercy. Menahem, one of the fons of the late cheofe 
Judas, chief of the Gaulonites, had put himfelf at the Menahem 
heacf of the (icarii, who now called l^emfelves Zealots ; thtW chUfi 
and, being come to Jerufatemi was chofen chief of the 
infurgents y but was fobn after malTacred by them, with 
a great number of his men. His nephew Eleazar fuc- Sueceided 
ceeded him as chief of the Zealots, and befieged the b^Eieazar* 
Romans fo clofe in their cadle, that they at length capi- 
tulated, on condition of being allowed to retire with their . 

lives ; but, notwithdanding this* agreement, he caufed 
them all to be maflacred on the fpot, though it was on the 
fabbathf. This treachery was retaliated on the Je^s of 
Scythopolis, or Beth(hean, ^ho had odered the Greeks of 
that city to dand hy them againd their brethren, who were 
bclieging them. But their Gncerity being fufpeAed, they 
retired into a neighbouring wood, where they were ma^ 
facred in the night, to the number of thirteen dioufancfi 
The truth is, there was no trudifig profelfions on either 
fide ; and the whole nation was involved in anarchy. 

Bv this time the revolted Jews had carried their con« 
que& beyond Jordan^ and had taken the for^effes of Sia* 
chxron and Cyprus ; which lad they rafed to the groundj 
after having put all the Romani to the fwordf fo that 
Cedius Gallus, who had hitherto flood aloof an idle ^pee*^ 


Jod. UtK iu cap, 15, • XWd. cap. lip 
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tal)or of mil thefe.devaftmtionsj began to think it high tlntl^ 
to take more vi^roua mearures. He marched into Jii- 
d^a with a powerful army, burned all the towns and vil- 
lages in his wav, mafiacred all the Jews he could find^ 
and encamped t^fore Gibeon (L), about the feaft of ta- 
bernacles. The people at Jefufalem no fooner heard of his 
approach, than they forfook the folemnityi though it was 
' on the fabbath, they armed thcmfelves, and came put 
againft him with fuch fury, that, in aU likelihood, they 
would have defeated hitn^ had not bis foot been timely 
fuccoured by bis cavalry. As they had feized all the 
pafles, he was forced to ftay th/ee days near ^thoron, 
where Agrippa joined him, and afliflied with his troops, 
his perfon, counfel, and good offices. He tried once 
more, to bring the Jews to fomc temper, by fending two 
of his chief captains to offer them a pardon, and fomc 
terms of peace ; but the rcvolters, inftead of hearkening 
to their prbpofals, killed one of them, and w'dunded the 
other, who narro^y efcaped with hrs life. This outrage,^ 
which was highly condemned by the more moderate Jews, 
cauftd a diflenuon between tnem, which Ceftlus failed 
not to improve, by advancing fuddenly againft them) and 
purfuing them almoft up to jcrufalcm. He ftaid three 
days at Scopas, a fmall mile fromTt, to try whether their 
fright would make them relent 5 then advanced towards 
then* in order of battle on the thirtieth of Odober, and . 
threw them into fuch confternation, that they abandoned 
:9§niJ t9 all the outer quarters of the city, and retired into the 
inner cinflure near th'e terhple. Ceftius fee fire' to the 
rcfolving to beftege the lattcr,^ took up his 
l^cact-quaiters in the royal palace ^ 

Had the governor vigoroufly pufhed on the fiege, ho 
might faaire put an efieaual end to the fedition^ but that 
wretched nation ws» referved for greater evils ; and the 
liege WAS on a fi^den IhamefuIIy raifed, at the inftiga- 
tion bfibnie of Ceitius’s goicrals, whom Florus had dor* 


aiiibfAa^ 


, v f Jof. BeU. Jiid. libtH. sap. le, SI, drfeqq, 

othet legions,, fix cohorts of 
Gteetuiitei, w(n foot, four of henfe, befideS 
atert ^ ftadit/ 6r fliite thouftnd borfe andffx 
SyHm m ^ Je^ t^odbnd foot fent him by AV 

^grippaand AtidQchu£, and^r 
,i \ . O^hiiV aray coidifted of thoufand from Soemus; in the 
two wl^ about twenty ^hPufmd 
' Iteiilm and five thoofiind horft. 

-'^'^ruptedi 






hipted; a circuniilance which ga?c- BCW tl^ 

(u^Dts. They purfued hhn ^ his camp Gi^w^hj ha- 
rai&hg him in the rear, whilft cKpic that 4ie 

pafTes attacked him in flank. After a lofs of fQr thoun 
fand foot, and four hundred horfe, with great part w 
their baggage, his army being aflSfted by the intervening 
night on the eight of November, happily pafled through 
the narrow ftreights of Bethoron, and cfcaped®. The 
Jews, after this fuccefe againft the Syrian governor, de- 
liberated about the proper means to carry on the war 
againft the Romans ; and, choofing feme of their bra^eft 
chiefs to command in the fcveral cantons and fonrefles 


of Judsea^ jofephus the writer of thefe wars, a Jewifli 
prieft, of coniiderable rank, was appointed governor of the 
two Galilees. Jofeph the fon of Gorion, and the high^ 
prieft Ananus, had the government of Jerufalem 3 and to. 

Eleazar, the chief of the reVolters, was aflSgned that of 
Idumaea ; then they departed to take care each pf his par- 
ticular command. All this while their reigned, fuch a dif- 
fenflon among the Jews* that great numbers of the better 
fort, forefeeing the fad effefts of the Romans’ refentment, lufat^ 
forfdbk the city. The Chrilliana retired into Pella, a 
fmall city on the other fide Jordan, in the tetrarchy of 
Herod, whither thc’ war did not reach . 

Whilft the new-cholcn governors were employed in put- 
ting their refpeftive cantons in the heft pofture of defence, ; 

Nero received advice of aU thefe preparations, as well as m 

of the ill fuccefs of Ceftius againft^ the Jews ; and Vefpa- ^efpajiam^ 
fian, who had already fignalizedTnmfelf in Germany and 
Britain, being then with the emperor in Achaia, was no- ^ 
-taiinated 10 march with all fpeed againft Judsea with a pow- 
erful army^ He repaired accordingly to Syria, ^gathered 
all his forces, and thofe of his auziliaries, among whom 
Agrippa did not fail to meet him at the head of a bonfl- 
derablc reinforcement of his own, whilft“TitU8 was lent 
by his father to fetch the fifth'and tenth from 

Alexandria into Judaea*^. It is likely, Ceftius did not long 
outlive his difgrace, for we hear no more of him ; and the 
Jews, elated at his defeat, if notaifo bis deaths vefoked 
to befiegb Afcalon. Antony^ who conamand^ iii tfefc 
place, caihe out againft them, and killed ten thbuCmd^ -tliiw 
made a fecond attempt, and their lofs was doubled; 
who headed tbdiin, fled int6 a (Owefi t^ which Antf^j^let 
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fire, and, not doubting but he was burnt In It, left tht 
place ; but, when the Jews returned three days after, to 
Dury their dead, they found him in a cave under-ground, 
where he had faved himCelf from the flames ^ 

Vefpafian in the beginning of the next year, having fent 
Placidus to fuccour the inhabitants of Sephoris againft the 
Jews, advanced towards Ptolemais with Agrippa ; and 
was there joined by Titus, at the head of another body of 
troops, with whom he had marched thither even in the'- 
very depth of winter. Their whole force of horfe and 
foot, confilled of fixty thoufand men, all excellently dif- 
ciplined, with which they entered Galilee, and, having 
burnt Gadara, advanced to beficge Jotapa. Jofephus, 
governor of that province, having timely notice of their 
defign fupplied the place with ftores, and defended it with 
great bravery forty-feven days ; but it was at length taken 
by aflault, when the garrifon were put to the fword. Not 
one Jew efcaped to carry the dreadful news, they were all 
either murdered, or made prifoners. Forty thoufand are 
faid to have been flain ; and Jofephus was among the pri- 
foners. He had hid himfelf in a deep cavern, but ^Yas at 
length difcovered, and by Vefpafian's generous offers and 
intreaties prevailed upon to furrender (M) : having leave to 

fpeak 

1 Jof. Bell. Jud. lib. hi. cap. i, & feq. palT, 


(M) This cavern was cut in- 
to the rock by the fide of a 
well, and well ftored with pro- 
vifion ; and there Jofephus 
found forty of his own men. 
He went out the firfl: night to 
fee whether there was any pof- 
libility of efcaping ; but finding 
none, he refolved to abide 
there as long as he could. He 
was diicOvered on the third day 
by a woman ; and Vefpafian, 
who had a great defire to fee 
him, fent two of his tribunes 
to promife him his life and 
friendfhip. Upon his refufal 
to furrender himfelf, the Ro- 
man general fent a third, nam- 
ed Nicanor,^ an old acquaint** 
ance of Jofephus ; but he re- 
turned likewife without him ; 
the Romans were for burning 


him and his men out of it, but 
were hindered by their brave 
general. 

At length finding It danger- 
ous to refill any longer, he pro- 
pofed to the reft to accept of 
Velpafian’s generous ofter ; for 
which they upbraided him with 
treachery and bafenefs, and 
threatened to kill him, if he 
prefumed to ftir out. He tried 
once more to demonflrate tt> 
them the unlawfulnefs of felf- 
murder, which he faw them 
fully bent upon ; he was forced 
at lafl to propofe to them to 
draw lots, who fliould kill the 
next, and fo on, till the laft 
man; which being agreed toby 
the rell, Providence fo ordered 
it, that there were but two left, 
Jofephus^ and one more; fo 
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fpealcj he addrefled himfelf to Vefpafian to this cfFe£t. 

My mcffage to you being from the God of heaven, is HU 
of much greater concern to you, than the difpofal of me 
as your prifoner, or fending me to the emperor 5 and, as 
a Jewifh commander, I fliouid have preferred death to 
this furrender, tad it not been to deliver his divine com^* 
piiflion. The interval between Nero's end, and your fuc- 
ceeding him, is fo fmaU,that I already look upon you as em-* 
peror ; and your fon Titus as your happy fucceflbr. Keep 
me only as your prifoner ; andj if you find I have abufed 
God’s name in promifmg you the empire of the world, 
thenpunjfli me with the fevereft death.’’ Vefpafian took 
• him at his word, ufed him with great refpeft and genero- K^t chft 
fity; hut caufed him to be kept clofe prifoner, having a prifoner. 
defign to make fome farther ufe of him in his war againft 
the Jews ®. Thisprediftion of the Jewifh hiftorian to the 
Roman general is likewife confirmed by Suetonius ^ and 
Dio CafEufi Asfoon as the news of Jotapa’s being taken 
reached Jerufalem, the Jews, who heard alfo, that Jofe- 
phus had been killed in it, made the greateft lamentations 
for birn for a whole month ; but when they underftood 
that he had furrendered himfelf prifoner to the Romans, 
they began to look upon him as the bafe betrayer of his 
country, and to perfecute him with the moft irreconcile- 
able hatred and difdain. 

Whilft Vefpafian was befieging Jotapa, Trajan had been Japha, 
fent to form that of Japha, in the neighbourhood, and 
took it on the twentieth of June, complimented young 
Titus with the honour of it, who came accordingly upon 
the laft affault. Upon their entering the place, the Ja- 
phians maintained a bloody and obftinatc fight in the 
ftreets, during fix whole hours ; but, being at length over- 
powered, all the men were put to the fword, and the 
■women and children carried away prifoners The Sa- Samari- 
maritans, who had affembled upon Mount Garizzim, with 
a defign of defending themfelves, having been clofely • 
blocked up by Cerealis, at the head of a Roman detach- 
ment, were ready to perifh for want of water. Many 
died of third ; and thofe who refufed to furrender, were 
all butchered to a man Joppa, which had been lately 

iakettM 

tn Jof. Bell. Jud. lib, iiii cap. ic, i3» k 14* * Suetonius ia 

Vit. Vefpaf. ^ Dio. Caff, lib. lx. p Bell. Jud. ubi fapra, 
cap. 11. 4 Ibid. cap. 12. 

that being loth either to kill length perfuaded him to a fur- 
him, or be killed by him, he at render. 
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Hiftory of the Jews. 

laid wafte by Ceftius, being again repeopled by a great 
number of feditious Jews, who infefted the countriei^ 
about, Vefpafian fent fome troops to take it, an exploit 
which they foon atchieved. Above four thoufand Jews 
endeavouring to efcape the maffacre, by betaking them- 
felves to their fhips, a fudden tempeft drove them back, 
fo that they were all either drowned, or put to the fword, 
Tarichea and Tiberias were reduced (N): the former o^ 
thefe, being fituate on an eminence, by the lake of Gen- 
nezareth, was befiged by land and water, and made a 
defperate defence, till a diflcnfion happened within ; 
which being overheard by Titus, who commanded at the 
fiege, the town was taken by ftorm, and all the rebels 
were condemned to die f. 

After the reduction of thofe two places, all the other 
cities of Galilee fubmitted to the Romans, except Gifcha- 
la and Gamala, and the mountain of Itabyr. Agrippa 
had inverted Gamala, which was fituate oppofite to Ta- 
richea, on the fame lake, and carried on a fiege of near 
feven months ; but, now the Romans were forced to come 
to his aflillance. He tried, however, by a fpeech tc\ per- 
fuade the inhabitants to furrender, before they were re- 
duced to greater ftreighrs. The only anfwer they made 
was with lloncs from their engines, one of which wound- 
ed him in the arm. The Romans, provoked to behold 
the little regard which thofe wretches paid to their mo- 
narch, made fuch a defperate afTault, that they had got 
poflefiioii of the town but, being inferior in number, 
they were foon driven out of it with confiderable lofs. 
The alTault was renewed with greater fury, and as obfti- 
nately oppofed by the befieged, who put the Roman cou- 
rage and ftrength to the fevered proof they had as yet un- 
dergone. At length three dout Romans having beaten 
down one of the towers, the army entered in at the breach, 
and put all they met to the fword, to the number of four 
thoufand. But a much greater number periftied by their 

>' Jof. Bell. Jud. lib. iii, cap. 15, & fcq, 

(N) Thefe two cities be- they were driven back, and 
longed to Agrippa, but had forced to flee for their lives; 
revolted ; the latter was di- for which he would have burnt 
yided ; fome of the citizens the city ; but the peaceable ci- 
peing for peace, were oppofed tizens having reprefented their 
py the feditious party, Vef- cafe to Agrippa, he interceded 
pafian fent fome officers toper- for them, and obtained their 
fuade them to fubmit ; but pardon. 
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Gwn obflinacy, throwing themfelves down from the rocks, 
walls, and ufing other violent means for their own de- 
ftruftion. During this fiege Placidus being fent to take 
Itabyr, drew the Jews down into the plain by a pretended 
flight, then facing about defeated them, and got pofleffion 
pf the mountain 

After this fiege, Vefpafian fent his fon Titus to form 
that of Gifchala ; and this laft, who was now beginning to 
relent at the great daughter made at Gamala, earneltJy 
exhorted the inhabitants to prevent, by a timely furrender, 
involving themfelves in the fame fate- The citizens were 
inclinable to take his advice ; but a feditious Jew named 
John, tTie fon of Levi, head of the faftion, oppofed it, 
and, having the mob at his command, overawed the 
whole city. That day being the fabbath, this wretch 
begged of Titus to forbear hoililities till the morrow, and 
then he would accept of his offer; but in the interim, fled 
to Jerufalem, where he committed an infinite deal of mif- 
chief. The citizens next day furrendered themfelves, and 
.told the Roman general of John’s flight, begging of him, 
that he would fpare the guiltleCs, and punifii the faftious 
aloTie. He granted their requeft, and only fent fome of 
his horfe aPer the fugitives. But John had reached Jerii- 
falem, before they could overtake him ; they killed, how- 
ever, near fix thoufand of his followers on the road, and 
brought back three thoufand women and children prifoners. 
The reduftlon of this laft place having completed the con- 
queft of Galilee, Titus rejoined his father at Cxfarea, 
where their troops had fome refpite before they undertook 
the fieg : of Jerufalem ^ 

The Jewifh nation by this time was divided into two 
very oppofite parties : one of thefe forefeeing, that this 
war, if continued, muft end in the total ruin of their 
country, were for putting an effedlual end to it, by a 
fpeedy fubmiftion to the Romans: the other faftion, which 
fprung from the Gaulonitifh incendiary, and breathed 
nothing but war, confufion, and cruelty, oppofed all 
peaceable meafures with an invincible obftinacy. This 
party, which was by far the more numerous and power- 
ful, confifted of men of the vileft and moft profligate cha- 
radler that ever hiftory recorded. They were proud, am- 
bitious, cruel, rapacious, and committed the moft horrid 
^nd unnatural crimes, under pretence of religion. In a 
word, they afted more like devils incarnate, than men, 

• Jofi Bell. Judi libi iv* cap, i, & feq. t jbid, cap# 4^ 
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who had any fenfe left of humanity (O), The contrary 
party were ooliged to rife up like wife in arms in their own 
defence againft thofe incendaries, from whom, however, 
they fufFered unfpeakably more, than they did even from 
the exafperated Romans. 

The Zealots began to cxercife their cruelty in rob-p 
blng, plundering, and maflacring all that oppofed them 
in the countries round about; then entered Jerufalem 
with Zechariah and Eleazar at their head. Here they 
were at firft ftrenuoufly oppofed by the late high-priefl: 
Ananus (P), whofe zeal, upon this occafion, Jofephus 
highly commends. That pontiff made a pathetij; fpeech 
to the people, exhorting them to take up arms againft 
thofe faftiouG villains, who had by this time feized upon 
their temple, and made it their garrifon, from which they 
fallied out to commit themoft horrid outrages. He eafily 
perfuaded them to follow his advice. They went and 
armed themfelves, and returning in a ftrong body, made 
^ vigorous attack upon the infurgents. The engagement 
Wv-is fierce and obftinate on both fides, and lafted a con* 
fiderable time. At length Ananus forced them from^ the 
outer cin£lure of the temple, whence they retired intn 
the inner, where he held them clofely befieged. We have 
taken notice of a demagogue, John of Gifchala, who had 
fled from this laft place to Jerufalem, and was at the 


(O) They covered, however, 
their brutality ^ith thefpecious 
title of zeal for the glory bf 
God, affirming every where, 
that it was offering the greateft 
difhonour to him, to fubmit to 
any earthly potentate : and that 
this was the only motive that 
induced them to take up arms, 
and to bind themfelves under 
the ftrifteil obligations, not to 
jay them down, till they had 
either totally extirpated all fo- 
reign authority, or perilhed in 
the attempt (i). 

This dreadful diflenfion was 
not confined to Jerufalem, but 
had iofefted all the cities, 


towns, and villages of Palef- 
tine. Even houfes and fami- 
lies werefo divided againft each 
other, that, as our Saviour had 
exprefly foretold in the dread- 
ful pidlure he made of this fi- 
nal war (2), a man^s greateft 
enemies were often thofe of his 
own family and houfhold (3), 
(P) He had been depofed 
about fix years before, and 
fucceeded by feveral others. 
Matthias, the fon of Theophi- 
lus, was now in that dignity, 
to which he had been raifed a 
year or two before by king A-^' 
grippa, 


(1) Bell, Jud.Vib, iv. cap, 6. & lib. v, cap. 1, & feq. (a) Matt, 
»xiv. paff, Mark xiii. Luke xxi. 5, & feOi (3) Matth. x* 
|6. .Lukexii. 52, 5 i feq. 
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liead of the mutineers: this wretch, under pretence of 
taking the intereft of the peaceable party, was aflually be- 
traying them to the Zealots". Ananus, not fufpefting 
his treachery, fent him to offer the befieged fome fair 
terms of accommodation ; but, inftead of executing his 
commiflion, he perfuaded them to hold out, and call the 
Idumseans to their afliftance. 

On that night there happened fuch a dreadful ftorm, ac- 
companied with thunder and lightning, and a violent earth- 
quake, that the Zealots from within the inner court, fawed 
the bolts and hinges of the temple-gates without being heard, 
forced tie guards of the befiegers, fallied into the city, and 
admitted the Idum^eans*, who had come, in confequence 
of their invitation, to the number of twenty thoufand. 
Thefe two parties, thus joined and ftrengthened, began to 
commit the moft horrid butcheries on the oppofite fide. 
Twelve thoufand perfons of noble extraftion, and in the 
flower of their age, were tortured to death, including the 
brave Ananus ( Q^), and Jefus the fon of Gamaliel. In a 
word, the rage and cruelty of thofe Zealots increafed co 
fucb a pitch of barbarity, that the whole nation trembled 
at their very name ; none dared be feen or heard to weep 
or lament for the murder of their neareft relations, nor 
even to give them burial y. , 

The Idumxans at length inveighing againft the maf- 
facring fuch numbers of worthy perfons indiferiminately, 
the Zealots began to fet up a kind of court of judicature, 
to judge thofe they fhould thinly guilty with fome fliew of 
juflice. Zechariah, the fon of Baruch (R), was one of 

the 


« Jof. Bell. Jud, lib, iv, cap, 5, 6,- * Cap. 7. Y Lib, v. cap. 1. 


(CL) He was the fon of An- 
nas, mentioned in the gofpel : 
it was he that caufed St, James 
to be caft down from the battle- 
ments of the temple, and to 
be put to death. In other re- 
fpeftshe was a brave man, and 
the only perfon aim oft who had 
courage and condudl: enough 
left to ftem the tide, and to re- 
ftore peace to the nation ; it 
was for this reafon that the 
Zealots cut him off. 


(R) This brave and worthy 
perfon is, by many Chriftian 
commentators, fuppofed the 
fame with the Zechariah the 
fon of Barachiah, faid by our 
Saviour to have been murdered 
between the temple and the 
altar (4). It is, indeed, objeift- 
ed, that he fpeaks there of him 
as of a perfon long iince put 
to death ; but it is replied, that 
he fpake prophetically, and, 
according to the prophetic 


(4) Matth. xxiii. 35* 
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the firll tried before this mock court, which confifted of 
feventy-two perfons. 1 hey brought a catalogue of accu^- 
fations againfl him, which he not only refuted .with great 
eafe, but reminded them of their own crimen with fuch 
undaunted courage, and in fuch lively colours, that the 
confcioufnefs of their guilt made them pronounce him 
Ztchariah innocent; at which the Zealots were fo exafperated, that 
murdered they murdered him on the fpot ; then drove his judges 
in tkitem* Qut of their feats, as perfons unfit for their purpofe (S). 
fe. 

After having butchered all the perfons of any diftinc- 
tlon or charader, they began to wreak their rage on the 
common people. It was a capital crime to hjve once 
feemed to oppofe them ; to be inaftive was to be a fpy ; 
not to applaud tlieir vileft aflions, was to be difafiedled; 
and to be either rich, or fufpedfed to be fo, or even hav- 
ing the misfortune of being difliked by them, was crime 
enough to deferve death This dcfpotlfm obliged many 
of the Jews to forfake Jerufalem, and take ftielter under 
the Romans, though the gates and avenues of the city 
werefo clofely guarded, that it was extremely hazardous 
to retire ; and as many as were caught in the attempt, 
were put to immediate death. All this while Vefpafian, 
who was at Caefarea, remained an idl? fpeclator of the 

* Jof. Bell. Jud, in fin. 

ftyle, made ufe of the prefent ever, we fhall not enter into 
for the future- And it muft the merit of the controverfy, 
be owned, that unlefs thefe but refer our readers to thofe 
two hilbrians fpeak of ‘ the who have written upon it, and 
fame perron, it will be difficult which the reader will find at 
to find out the Zeehariah men- the bottom of the page (6), 
tioned in the gofpel ; thelaftof (S) They threw the body 
thofe juil perfons, the fhedding of Zeehariah out of the tem- 
of whofe blood was to fill up pie down into the deep valley 
the mcafure of the Jews ini- that was by the fide of it. The 
quitici ; unlefs we fuppofe Idumaeans, afliamed to adl any 
him, with Mr. Burkit and longer in concert with fuch 
others, to be the fame which bloody aflaflins, retired into 
is mentioned in the Old Tef- their own country, after hav- 
tament (5) : he is called there ing fet at liberty two thoufand 
the fon of Jehoiada the prieft, prifoners ; and left the Zealots 
and was actually murdered ill to profecute their cruelties 
the temple by order of the un- without any farther reftraint. 
grateful king Joafh. How- 

(5) 7 Chi on. xxiv. 20, 11. (6) Vid, Grot, Hamm. Le Clerc, 

Beza, Trcmel L. dc Dieu, &Fabric. Apocr.N./r. not. in Prote- 
vang. Jacob. Calmer, in Voc. BurL in Match, xxiii, 35. & a1, 

difma( 
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tilfmal condition of the Jevvifh nation. His officers amazed 
at this unufual inaddivity of their general, took the liberty 
to remind him, what a pity it was he ihould thus ncgledl 
the moft favourable opportunity of making himfclf malier 
of Jerufalem, and all Paleftine. Vefpafian foon made 
them fenfible, that his continuing thus idle in Ciefarea, 
was the molt probable way of eftefling the conqueft they 
propofed, with the leaft difficulty and hazard of his own 
troops j fince the Jewifti ftrength declined daily in confe- 
quence of their inteftine broils and mallacres, whilfl: his 
own men, enjoying fo long a rcfrefhment, would be the 
better ^ble to force them into fubmiffion jofephus 
mentions this fpecch of the Roman general as prophe- 
tical ; and, indeed, whoever reads the eleventh and fol- 
lowing chapters of Zecharia, will be apt to think that he 
took his meafures from them. 

Every thing fucceeded to his wilh. The Zealots, after 
having maflacred, or driven away the oppofite party, be- 
gan to turn their bloody fwords againft each other, John 
of Gifchala could not brook that any ffiould fhare the 
copimand with him j and, in order to make himfelf ab- 
folute, drew the moft profligate of the Zealots into his 
party. The other chiefs, who oppofed him with no fmall 
heat, formed another faftion ; fo that they were gene- 
rally employed in Ikirmifhing with each other, or plun- 
dering the poor remains of the people. Whilfl: this anar- 
chy prevailed in the city, there arofe a new gang of ficarii 
in the country, who, having fei^zed the ftrong fortrefs of 
Maflada, made it their place of retreat. Thefe plundered, 
burned, and maflacred every where, and carried their 
booty into that place. They had at their head one bimon, 
the ion of Gorias, a bold ambitious young man, a native 
of Gelafa, who, to increafe his party, caufed a proclama- 
tion to be difperfed, in which he promifed liberty to all 
the flaves, and proportionable encouragements to all the 
freemen that fliould enlifl: under his banners. This ex- 
pedient had the deflred efFett. He faw his party, in a 
very little time, fwelled into a confiderable army, and 
himfelf refpefted and obeyed as if he had been a monarch. 
Many Jews of diftinftion, as well as others of a meaner 
rank, were glad to put themfelves under his protcdlion 
from the cruelty of the other parties ^ 

During thefe tranfaftions in Judsea, Nero was reduced 
to the neceffity of making away with himfelf at Piomc. 

f Jof, Bell. Judi lib. V. cap, a, ^ Ibidi cap. 3, & 

" ^ ' * Vefpafiani 




Vsfpafxan 
Jiays at 
Cdejana^ 


The 2ea* 
lots di'viJid 
into invo 
faiTms^ 


Simon head 
of thejica- 
riu 


•A. D. 


Nero's 

death* 



$00 


idttmaa /«- 
•uaded bj 
Simon. 


Botrioid 
i§ him. 


Put to fin 
mtd /word. 


jtbandonea 
in the in* 
hnbitanUm 


i. 


JffbnJi* 
fitted by 
4ht Idu* 


T^e Hiflory of the fezvii 

Vefpafian, who was yet ignorant of his fate, and did not 
wholly credit Jofephus’s prediftion of his becoming em- 
peror, was employed in making great preparations for 
the fiege of Jerufalem'; whilft Simon, at the head of a 
great army, committed hoftilities agalnft the Zealots. 
Thefe laft having notice what great magazines of arms 
and ammunition Simon had got, in order to inveft them, 
began to think it high time to try to difperfe his forces 
by a vigorous fally. They made the attempt, but were 
defeated, and put to flight ; but Simon, not thinking 
himfelf ftrong enough yet to befiege Jerul^alem, went to 
invade Idumaea, with an army of twenty thoufat),d men. 
The Idumseans marched againft him with twenty-five 
thoufai\d. A fierce battle enfued, which lafted from 
morning till night, when viftory declared for neither fide. 
But Simon found means, foon after, to have that country 
betrayed to him by a treacherous Idumaean, who, having 
got the command of their forces, delivered them up to 
him, according to agreement. Simon put all to the fword, 
and, by the conqueft of that province, became more 
dreadful than ever to the Zealots ; who from that time^did 
not care to come out againft him, but contented them- 
felves with laying ambufhes in all the pafles ; in one of 
which they took his wife prifoner. They were on the 
fudden ftrangely elated at their fucccfs, not doubting but 
they Ihould now eafily force him to lay down his arms. 
But it happened quite otherwife ; for Simon no fooner 
heard the news, than he pofted with his army to the very 
gates of Jerufalem, where he committed fuch* cruelties, 
and threw the enemy into fuch a fright, that they were 
glad to fend him his wife again. Thus fatisfied for the 
prefent, he left them, to go and ruin the fad remains of 
Idum2Ea. Thefe miferable wretches, feeing the devafta^ 
tions and butcheries which he committed there, left the 
country to his mercy, and went to take Ihelter at Jeru- 
falem ; but were purfued by his troops to the very walls 
of that metropolis ^ 

Thus Simon without, and John within, feemed to 
ftrive which fliould outdo the odier in cruelties, and in 
the moft unheard-of crimes i whilft ihofe that fell into 
the hands of either were furc to be butchered without 
mercy ; infomuch that there was now no fafe place either 
in city or country. John had hitherto tyrannized within, 
at the head of his banditti, with uncommon fuccefs, when 


^ BelL Jud, ubi fupraj cap. j. 
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tile iJumceans of his party^ who were l^ft in the city, not 
being longer able to bear his tyranny, revolted againit 
him, killed a great number of his men, plundered his 
palace, and forced him to retire into the temple. In the 
mean time the people, having conceived a notion that he 
would fally out in the night, and fet fire to the city, called 
a council, in which they pitched upon a remedy far worfe 
than the difeafe ; which was, to open the city gates, and 
let in Simon with his troops, to oppofe thofe of John and 
his Zealots. Matthias, the high-prieft, promoted the de- 
fign, without troubling himfelf about the confequences, and 
was fenfc to acquaint Simon with the refult of their deli- 
beration. Simon was accordingly admitted into the city, Simon 
where his chief care was to render his authority abfolute, mined int§ 
To this end he looked indifferently on thofe that had in- 
vited him in, and thofe againft whom he was called, and 
fooii began to exert his authority againft them equally, 
though the former had received him with great honours 
and univerfal acclamations, as their deliverer. But ingra- 
titude and breach of faith were crimes of too light a na- 
ture to reftrain a wretch who had difearded all natural and 
civil virtues, to abandon himfelf to the moft monftrous vices* 

He made, however, a bold affault againft John and his 
party; but, being repulfed,^ he contented himfelf for the 
prefent with keeping them clofely befieged in the temple"*. 

The Romans, on the other hand, had not ftood idle all Cadara 
this laft year *, but, being invited by the inhabitants of furrendtr* 
Gadara, one of the ftrongeft places on that fide ofjor- 
dan, had fent Placidus to take polTeflion of the place. 

He was forced to fight his way through feveral ftrong 
bodies of the rebels who oppofed him. He killed about PaSihus 
fifteen thoufand of them, as they were endeavouring to pafs Jovjsfimm 
that river, and made a vail number of prifoners in divers ^ 
encounters. In a word, Placidus exerted himfelf in fuch 
a manner, that he foon reduced all that part of Judsea 
which lies on the eaft fide of the Jordan, except the caftle 
of Mach^eron, In the beginning of the fpring Vefpafian 
marched out of Caefaren, and penetrated into Idumaea, 
plundering and burning every place, except fuch as he wfitdn 
clioiiglit expedient to leave with a Roman garrifon, to keep 
the country in awe 

Some months were now elapfed fince Vefpafian received Galba 
the news of Nero's death, and of Galba's being chofen cetds fierv^ 
his fucccelTor upon which he had difpatcbea his fon 

^ Ikll. Jud. cap. 9. • Ibid, cap, 

Tito* 



; J02 The Hlflory of the Jews. 

Titus to Rome, to compliment the new emperor, and to! 
receive his orders* concerning the reduftion of Judiea- 
Agrippa defired to bear him company ; but the winter 
not being quite over, and their (hips being large, failed fo 
llowly, that they had proceeded no farther than Achaia 
when they received the news of Galba’s being murdered^ 
Othopro- after a feven months reign, and Otho’s being proclaimed 
ziatmed. in his room, -Agrippa refolved to continue his voyage j 
but Titus, as by fome divine impulfe, was now come 
back to rejoin his father at C^farea, whither Vefpafian 
A. D. had returned after his Idumsean expedition ^ They 
, ?»• left Csefarca on the fifth of June, direfting their march 
- towards Jcrufalem, and took every place in their way, 

except Herodion, Machxron, and Maflada, whilft Ce- 
realis, one of their chief generals, Math a confiderable 
body of troops, was employed in laying wafte the Upper 
Idumsea. 

Whilft Judaea M^as thus miferably torn with foreign and 
inteftine wars, the Roman empire groaned under equal 
confufion and calamity. We fliall not anticipate the Ro- 
man hiftory fo far as to enter into the particulars of the 
murder of Galba, Otho, and Vitellius. Suetonius com- 
pares Rome to a veflel tofled about by contrary winds, and 
Fefpajtan ready at every mr^ment to fink, M^hen Vefpafian was hap- 
em- pily chofen emperor, and reftored a calm to the empire, 
JoCeplius now reaped the ^nefit of his former prediftions. 
That emperor, recalling them to mind, thought it high 
** liberty, but recompenfe 

him for his fidelity with' many fignal favours (T). As 

foon 

f Tacit. Sueton. ubi fup. Bell, Jud. ubi fup. cap. 8, & feq. 


(T) V^efpafian was then at 
Beiytus, where vail numbers 
of ambaffadors came crouding 
to compliment him on his 
eleffion, and to offer him the 
ufual crowns, and letters of 
fubmllTion. Here he held a 
grand council, wherein hav- 
ing highly extolled the cou- 
rage of the Jewllh chief, he 
related to them how he had 
foretold his coming to the em- 
pire, even during Nero's life, 
Titus, who was prefect, 


and had conceived a great 
efteem for him, declared that 
it would be an adtion worthy 
his goodnefs and jullice to grant 
him his liberty, and to rellore 
him to the rank and condition 
which he enjoyed before his 
captivity. It being the cufloin 
of the Romans to break, the 
bonds of thole who had been 
unjullly detained in them, 
Vefpafian approved his pru- 
pofal, and caufed it to be put 
ua cj^ecutiou inui^ediaLcly* Jo- 
fephus 
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foon as Vefpafian had received the news that his eletSlion 
was confirmed at Rome, he left the beft of his troops 
with his fon Titus, with orders to befiege Jerufalem, and 
to deftroy it utterly ; then he prepared himfelf to return 
to the capital of his empire. 

All this while the Jewifti diflenfions increafed, Elea- 
zar the fon of another Simon, a perfon of the faccrdotal 
order, and of great fenfe and courage, found means to 
form a new party, and to draw a confiderable number of 
John of Gifchala’s men to him, under pretence that this 
lafl was become infuppoi tably tyrannical. With this new 
party he feized on the court of the priefts, and confined 
John in*that of the Ifraelites. Eleazar kept the avenues 
fo well guarded, that none were admitted to that part of 
the temple, but thofe who came to offer facrifices ; and 
it was by thefe offerings chiefly, that he maintained him- 
felf and his men. John thus found himfelf hemmed in 
by two powerful enemies, Eleazar above, and Simon, 
who was mafter of the city, below. He defended himfelf 
againft the former by his engines (U), out of which he 
continued throwing ftones into his court ; and when he 
falli^d out againft the latter, he fet all on fire wherever he 
could reach ; by thefe means he deftroyed great quantities 
of corn and other provifions, with which they might other- 
wife have held out a fiege foV feveral years. Thus were 
thefe three faftions ever watching all advantages againft 
'cach other. Simon had the greateft number of troops, 
and a large magazine of arms and provifions, his army 
confifting of ten thoufand Zealots^ and five thoufand Idu- 
mseans , but he was the moft difadvantageoufly fituated 
of the three, John had the advantage over him in this laft 
refpeft, but had only fix thoufand men, and was forced 
to get provifions for them by his conftant failles. He was 
fuperior to Eleazar in number of men 5 this laft having 
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fephus not only gained his li- 
berty, but acquired the repu- 
tation of a prophet, and was 
in high credit in the Roman 
army ever after (7). 

(U) John had luckily found 
a great quantity of large cedar- 
trees, which king Agrippa had 
caufed to be brought from Le- 
banus at a vaft charge, to raife 

(7) Bell. M 


the temple twenty cubits higher. 
Of this timber he caufed tow- 
ers, and other engines, to be 
made, in order to befiege his 
competitor within ; and, in- 
deed, he ceafed not harafling 
him, but whilft he was forced 
to defend himfelf againft Si- 
mon, who befieged him from 
without. 

[ib. vi. cap. a. 


but 
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but about two thoufand four hundred. But he was Hiofd 
ftrongly fituated, and was continually fupplied with pro-* 
vifions, by the offerings which the people conftantl/ 
brought to the temple^; 

Such was the diflradled ftate of Jerufalem, when Titus 
^rmy and marched againft that city. He had four Roman legions 
idlits, under his command. Agrippa, Soemus, and Antiochus 

(the two former of whom accompanied him in perfon), 
and fome allied cities, had furnifhed him with twenty 
regiments of foot, and eight of horfe, befides vaft multi- 
tudes of Arabs, and a fele£l number of perfons of dif- 
tinftion from Italy, and other places, who came to fig- 
nalize themfelves under his ftandard. Titus ortftred the 
fifth legion to take the route of Emmaus, the tenth ad- 
vanced by Jericho, the other two legions he led in per- 
fon ^ (X). It was now the beginning of April, and near 
the fcaft of the Paflbver, to which there was a greater re- 
fort of Jews this year, than had ever been known, even 
from beyond the Euphrates (Y). 

Titua 

e Bell, Jud. lib. vi. cap. r, ^ Ibid, fin, & cap. Zi 

(X) Jofephus, who was an the enfigns of the feveral le- 
cye-witnefs of it, becaufe he gions, and preceded by a num- 
was flill ordered to follow the ,ber of trumpets founding, and 
emperor, gives it us as fol- followed by the main body, 
lows (8) : which marched in rank and 

The auxiliaries marched firft, file fix in a front. Laftly, 
and were followed by the pio- came the futtlers, handicrafts, 
neers, whofe bufinefs it was'to &c. attended with a llrong 
level the ground as they went, guard of foldiers, which clofed 
After them came the general the whole march. In this or- 
c^uarter-mafters, who marked der they came to Gophna, 
out their encampments, and which had a Roman garrifon ; 
were followed by the baggage and on the next day to Gi- 
of the chiefs of the army, un- beath-Saul, about thirty ftadia, 
der a fufficient efcort, or three miles and a half from 

Titus came next, attended Jerufalem* 
with his guard, and a feledt (Y) The chiefs of the Jewa 
number oftroopB, followed by in Palefline had written, it 
a body of horfe, who marched feems, to invite all their bre- 
juft before the warlike engines; thren, eyery-where, not doubt- 
and after thefe came the tri- ing but their prefence, and 
bunes and chiefs of the cohorts, great concourfe, would contri- 
attended with a chofen number bute to quell the fad^ious with- 
of troops. Then appeared the in, as well as oppofe the Ro- 
Roman eagle, furrounded with mans without ; fo that they 

(«) Ibid, lib, if m finr 
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Titus, having approached the city, went in perfon, to 
ireconnoitre its ilrength and avenues, attended only with 
fix hundred horfe j he feemed even to flatter himfelf, that, 
upon his firft appearance, the peaceable part of the Jews 
would open the gates to him j but, to his fiirprize, they 
made fo fudden and vigorous a fally againft him, that he 
found himfelf furroundcd, in a narrow defile, and cut ofF 
from his cavalry ; fo that he had no other way left to efcape 
their fury, but to make a defperate effort, and fight his 
way. At length, almofl: by a miracle, he happily accom^ 
plifhed his retreat, even without receiving any wound, or 
lofing more than two of his men ^ After this narrow 
efcape, lie caufed his army to draw nearer to Scopas, 
within feven ftadia of the city, in order to beficge it in 
form, whilil the rebels within were applauding themfelves 


t Jof. Bell. Tud. ibid, ad fin. 


tame flocking to this folemnity 
from all parts of the world. 

Jofephus reckons eleven hun- 
dred thoufand who died during 
the ftege. 

They neither wanted arms, 
Warlike engines, men, cou- 
rage, nor any thing but ex- 
perience, to make a brave de- 
fence. Their city was flrong- 
ly fituate by nature, fLUTOiind- 
cd with three flout walls, and 
many flately and llrong towers. 
The firfl, or old wall, which, 
on account of its vail thicknefs, 
was looked upon as impregna- 
ble, had fixty of thefe tow'crs, 
very lofry, firm, and flroiig, 
The fecond had fourteen, and 
the third, eighty. The for- 
mer of thefe, befides its ex- 
traordinary height and thick- 
nefs, was ralfed on a high and 
fteep mountain, and had a val- 
ley beneath it of a prodigious 
depth. The other two were 
high and llrong in proportion. 
The circuit ot the city was 
thirty-three ftadia, or four 
thoufand one hundred and 

(9I See Jofeph 


twenty geometric pares, neat' 
four of our miles. 

Befides thefe vaft fortifica- 
tions, there were feveral other 
caftlesofextraorclinaryllrength, 
fuchas thofe ofHippicos, Pha- 
fael, Mariamne, and Antonia; 
to fay nothing of the royal, 
and fome other ftatcly and 
well-fortified palaces, I'lie 
temple ftlli exceeded allthcrcll 
in/ll’ength, both for fituaiion, 
its walls, towers, and other 
buildings ; and was at leaft e- 
qual to the beft citadels then 
in being (9), Yet how infuf- 
ficient did all thefe, and the 
vail: quantities of arms and am- 
munition, &c. prov'c, to fave 
a nation, whom tlie Divine 
juftice had doomed to the 
moft dreadful deflrudtion ! Well 
might Titus, after he had ta- 
ken the city, and came to view 
the incredible ftrength of it, 
cry out, that God mull cer- 
tainly have fought for him, 
fince no human pow'er or 
ftrength was equal to that which 
they had now overcome. 
i, ibid. cap. 
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for their late advantage, which they vainly interpreted as 
a good omen of their future fuccefs. The legion, which 
had come by the way of Jericho, being arrived, he order- 
ed it to encamp on the Mount of Olives, which was 
parted from the town on the eafl: by the brook Cedron, 
and where they were on a fudden fo furioufly aflaulted by 
the befieged, that they were in danger of being cut in 
pieces, had not Titus come to their refcue. 

It was then that the three fadfions, feeing themfelves 
befieged by fo powerful an army, and fo brave a general, 
began to think of laying afide all private feudsy and join- 
ing together in a vigorous defence againfl the common 
enemy. This union, however, proved but fhort-lived ; 
for, on the fourteenth of April, Mdiich ufhered in the 
Paflbver, when Eleazar had opened the avenues of his 
court to the great concourfe that came to facrifice, John 
of Gifchala found means to introduce fome of his men 
with fwords hid under their cloaks. Thefe immediately 
drew their weapons, fell on Eleazar’s party, and the rell 
of the people, filled the court of the prlells' with blood 
and horrid outcries, and took pofleflion of the place. By 
this bloody and impious flratagem the three fadlions were 
reduced to two^ Eleazar’s men being all either cut off, or 
returned with their chief, to their dependence on John, 
wlvo had now no enemy but Simon within the walls. 
From that time this lalt renewed his hoftilities with 
greater vigour : he now occupied the whole temple, 
and the Valley of Cedron. Simon had the whole city to 
range in, in foine part of which John had made fucb de- 
vaftations, that they ferved for a field of battle; from 
which they Tallied unaiiiinoully againft the common enemy, 
whenever occafion ferved; after which Tallies, they re- 
turned to their ufual hoftilities, turning their arms againft 
each other, as if they had fworn to make their ruin more 
cafy to the Romans. Thefe, in the mean time, were 
drawing ftill nearer to the walls, having with great la- 
bour and pains levelled all the ground. They overturned 
houfes, pulled up hedges, cut down trees, and fplit rocks, 
that flood in their way, from Scopas to the tomb of He- 
rod, and Bethara, or the pool of ferpents ; in which work fo 
many hands were employed, that they finilhed it in four 
days 

Mean while, Titus fent the befieged fome offers of 
peace : Jofephus was pitched upon to be the meffenger j 

^ Jof. Bell. Jud. lib. vi. cap. ;• 
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tut they were rejefted with indignation. On the morrow 
they made a fhew of accepting them, infomuch that tome 
of the Romans, believing the Jews in earneft, ventured, 
tontrary to their generaTs order, to enter the city, and 
narrowly efcaped with their lives. He fent afecond time 
Nicanor and Jofephus with frefh offers, when the former 
received a wound in his fhoulder. Titus refolving to give 
the affault (Y), without delay ordered his men to rafe the 
fubuibs, cut down all the trees, and ufe the materials to 
raife platforms againft the wall. Every thing was now 
carried on with invincible ardour; the Romans began to 
play their engines againfl the city with all their might; 
and it was by one of thofe that jefus, the fon of Ananus, 
who had fo long foretold the deftrudfion of thejewilh na- 
tion, was killed K 

The Jews had likewife their machines Upon the walls, 
which they plied with uncommon fury t they had taken 
them lately from Ceftius, when he retired fo fliamefully ; 
but they were fo ignorant in their ufe, that they made lit- 
tle execution with them, till they were better inftru£fed 
by feme Roman deferters ; till then, their chief fuccefs 
was owing to their frequent fallies ; but the Roman le- 
gions, who had all their towers and machines before them, 
made terrible havock. Thedeaft (tones they threw M^cre 
near a hundred weight; and thefc they could throw the 
length of two ftadia, or two hundred and fifty paces. 
Titus had reared three towers fifty cubits high on the 
terrace ; one of which happening to fall in the middle of 
the night, greatly alarmed the Romans, who imme- 
diately ran to arms at thenoife; but Titus, being apprifed 
of the caufe, difmiffed them, and caufed it to be fet up 
again. Thefe towers, being faced with iron, the Jews 
tried in vain to fet fire to them, but were at length forced 
to retire out of the reach of their (hot ■, fo that the batter- 
ing-rams were now at full liberty to play againft the wall. 

J Bell. Jud, lib. vi. cap. 7. 

(Y) The place where Ti- by the mlddlemofl ; fo that 
tu9, after having taken a full when the breach was made on 
view round the city, chofc to the former, it was eafy for 
begin his attack, was towards them to penetrate to the latter, 
the tomb of the high-prieft ’ and fo come up to, and make 
John, both becaufe it flood on themfelves, mailers of, the up- 
the loweft ground, and be- per city, and next of the tem- 
caufe the outer wall was low, pie, by means of the fortrefa 
and not defended on that fide Antonia, 
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A breach was foon made, at which the Romans entered 
and the Jews, abandoning this lad inclofure, retired be- 
hind the next. This lodgement was efTedled about the 
twenty-eighth of April, a fortnight after the beginning of 
thefiegc'". 

John defended the temple, and the caflle of Antonia, 
and Simon guarded the rcll of the city. Titus marched 
clofe to the fecond wall, and ufed his battering-rams 
againft it fo fuccefsfuly, that one of the towers, which 
looked towards the north, began to fliake. The men who 
were in it, made a fignal to the Romans, as if they would 
furrender; and, at the fame time, fent Simon wprd to be 
ready to give them a warm reception. Titus, having dif- 
covered their (Iratagem, plied his work more fuiioufly,. 
whilft the Jews that were in the tower, fet it on fire, and 
flung themfclves into the flames. The tower falling, af- 
forded entrance into the fecond inclofure \ but Titus, who 
was bent on faving the city, would not fufler any part of 
the wall or flreets to be demoliflied •, thus the breach and 
lanes were left fo nairow, that when his men were vigor- 
oufly repulfed by Simon, they had not room to make a 
quick retreat, by which means a number of them were killed. 
This overfight was quickly rectified, and the attack renewed 
with fuch vigour, that the place was carried four days af- 
ter their firft repulfe 

The famine raging in a terrible manner in the city, 
was foon followed by a peftilence j and as thefe two 
dreadful judgments incrcafed, fo did the rage of the fac- 
tious, who, by their intefline feuds, had deflroyed fuch 
quantities of provifion, that they were forced to prey upon 
the people wdtli the moft unheard-of cruelty. They 
forced the houfes, and, if they found any viftuals in them, 
they butchered the owners for not apprifiug them of it j. 
and, if they found nothing but bare walls, which was al- 
moft every-where the cafe, they put them to the moft fc- 
vere tortures, under pretence that they had feme provifion 
concealed 

Titus, who knew their miferable condition, and was 
ftlll willing to fpare them, gave them four days to cool \ 
during which he caufed his army to be muftered, and pro- 
vifions to be diftributed to them in fight of the Jews, who' 
flocked upon the walls to fee the diftribution ; and ici^, 
thought, that even the nioft flagitious among the Zealotf-. 
were fo aflfefted at the fight it, that they would have 

P Bell. Jiid.lib. vi, cap. 8, » Ibid. cap. lo. 'Ibid. cap. ii. 
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,iigrecd to a furrender, could they have depended upon that 
pardon, which their horrid deeds made them quite defpair 
of obtaining, Jofephus was fent to fpeak once more to jopphus's 
them, and to exhort them not to run into inevitabJe ruin, fiteditotht 
by obftinately perfiiting in the defence of a place, which 
could hold out but a very little while, and which the Ro- 
mans looked upon already as their own. His ftubborn 
countrymen, after many bitter invedlives, began to dart 
their arrows at him : yet, not at all difeouraged, he went 
■on with greater vehemence ; but all the clFett his remon- 
ftrance produced, was only that it prevailed on great num- 
bers to jjieal away privately to the Piornans, whilll the rcfl 
became only the more delperate and rcfolute to hold out 
to the lull extremity. 

To haften therefore their deftined ruin, Titus caufed The city 
the city to be furrounded with a ilrong wall, to prevent 
cither their receiving any fuccours or provifion from abroad, 
or their efcaping his refentment by flight (Z), There 
was now nothing to be feen through the flrects of Jeru- 
faJem, but heaps of dead bodies rotting above-ground, 
waijeing fkeletons, and dying wretches. As ninny as \.'crc 
taken by the Romans in their fallies, Titus caufed to be 
crucifnjd in fight of the town, to ibrike terror into tlie reft ; 
but the Zealots gave it out, .that they were thofe who fled 
to him for prote£tion, Titus being informed of this inif- 
reprefentation, fent a prifoner with his bands cut off to 
undeceive and afllire them, that he fpared all that volun- 
tarily came over to him ; a declafation which encouraged 
great numbers to accept his oflcrs, though the avenues 
w^ere clofely guarded by the infurgents, who put all to 
death who were caught going on that errand p. Even jj 
thofe who efcaped fafe to the Roman camp, were butchered 
by the foldiers, from a notion that they had fwallowcd aad 

great quantities of gold j infomuch that two thoufand of ’without^ 
them were ripped up in one night When d itus was 
apprifed of this barbarity, he would have condemned all 
the perpetrators to death ; but they proved fo numerous, 
that he was forced to fpare them, and contented himfclf 
with fending a proclamation through his camp, that as 

P Bell, Jud, lib. vi. cap. 12, & feq, S Ibid. cap. 15. 

(Z) This wall, which was cd in three days ; by which 
near forty ftadia, or five miles one may guefa at the ardoifr of 
in circuit, was yet carried on the beliegers to make them- 
wlth fuch fpeed, and by fo felves mafters of the city* 
many hands, that it was finifh- 
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many as fliould be fufpefted thenceforward of that hor- 
rid villainy, fliould be put to immediate death. All this 
while the defc£lion increafed ftill more, through the in- 
humanity of the faction within, who made the miferies 
and dying groans of their ttarving brethren the fubje£l of 
their cruel mirth, and exercifed upon their bodies every 
fpecies of yrapton barbarity. 

When they found, that neither their guards nor feveri- 
tics could prevent the people’s flight, they had recourfe to 
another Hratagem, equally impious and cruel ; which was, 
to hire a pack of vile pretenders to prophecy, to go about 
and encourage the defpairing remains of the people to ex-^ 
peft a fpeedy and miraculous deliverance *, and this im- 
pollure proved a more fuccefsful expedient with that in- 
fatuated nation, than their other precautions ^ (A). It 
was at this melancholy junfture, that an unhappy mother 
■vvaS reduced to the extremity of butchering and eating her 
pwn child. 

When this flipcking incident was known in the city, it 
excited univerfal horror and confternation. The inhabi- 
tants confidered themfelvcs as forfaken by the Divine Pro- 
vidence, and expected the moll: terrible effefts of his anger 
againfl: the poor remains of their nation ; infomuch that 
they began to envy tbofe that had periflied, and to wifli 
their turn might come before the expefted cataflrophe. 
Their fears juft *, fince Titus, at the heating of thig 


• r jof. Bell. Jud. 

(A) Nothing could be more 
drcadtul than thefamllbed con- 
dition they were now reduced 
to. The poor, having nothing 
to tnili to but the mercy of the 
Bnmaiis, or a fpeedy death, ran 
all hazards to get out ol^ the 
city; and if in their flight, 
and wandering out for herbs, 
or any other furienancc, they 
tell into the hands of any of 
Titus’s parties, fent about to 
guard the avenues, they were 
unmercifully fcourged and cru- 
cified, if they made the leaft 
refinance, 

The rich within the walls 
were now forced, though in a 
private manner, to give half, 


lib. vii. cap. 7* 

or all they w'ere worth, fora 
meafure of wheat, and the 
middling fort fur one of barle}'. 
This they were forced to con- 
vey into fome private place in 
their houfes, and to feed upon 
it as it was, without daring to 
pound or grind, m.iich lefs to 
boil or bake it, left the noife or 
fmell fliould allure the rapa- 
cious Zealots. Not that tliefe 
w^ere reduced to any real want 
of provifions, but they had a 
double end in this barbarity, 
the ftarving what they cruelly 
fly led all ufelefs perfons ; and 
the keeping their own ftoies in 
referve, 


inhumau 
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inhuman deed, fwore the total extirpation of city and peo- l^iius 
pie. Since,” faid he, “ they have fo often refufed my f^ears the 
offers of pardon, and have preferred Wiir to peace, re- 
bellion to obedience, and famine to plenty, I am deter- 
inined to bury that curfed metropolis under its ruins, that 
the fun may never fhoot his beams on a city where the mo- 
thers feed on the flefh of their children; and the fathers, 
no lefs guilty than they, choofe to drive them to fuch ex- 
tremities, rather than lay down their arms.” In like man- 
ner did that good-natured general expoftulate with the 
Deity for the other cruelties which he law and heard were 
committjf d in that wretched metropolis, efpecially at light 
of vaft numbers of dead bodies, which, for want of bury- 
ing room, they were forced to throw down from their 
walls into the adjacent valleys *, taking heaven to witnefs, 
tliat he was innocent of all thofe horrid calamities which 
that infatuated nation had brought upon themfelves 

About the end of July, the Romans, having repeated Fort Ant§~ 
their attacks with frelh vigour, made themfelves mafhers taken, 
of thefortrefs Antonia^ a circumftance which obliged the 
J^iws to fet fire to thofe ftaiely galleries, w^hich joined it 
to tlie temple, left they Ihould afford an eafy pafflige to 
the befiegers ^ About the fame time Titus, with much 
dilHculty, procured materials (B) for raifing new mounds ' 

and terraces, in order to forward the fiege, and fave, if 
poflible, the fad remains of that ftrufture ; but his pity 
ferved only to render thofe obftinate wretches more and 
more defperate. Titus at lengthy caufed fire to be fet to Cates [et 
the gates, after having had a very bloody encounter, in 
which his men were repulfed with lofs The Jews were 
fo terrified at this conflagration, that they fuffered them- 
felves to be devoured by the flames without lending a 
helping hand, either to extinguifh them, or to fave their 
own lives About the fame time, Matthias the high- 

■ Bell. Jud. in fin. t Ibid, lib. vii, cap. 5, & feq. cap. 9. 

(B) The greatefl part of naments for the fame uft, and 
thofe that had ferved hitherto were now reduced into u wiU 
for the liege, were either con- dernefs. Titus theretore could 
fumed, or rendered unfit for not carry on his works with the 
fcrvice. The fuburbs, and fame fpeed and vigour, becaufe 
adjacent parts of Jerufalem, he was forced to lend his men 
which abounded with the moll for timber, and other mate- 
beautiful gardens, orchards, rials, at a great diftance, even 
and greateft variety of fruit fo far as ninety fladia, or be- 
and other trees, had been al- tween eleven and twelve miles 
ready ftripped of all their or- off, 

X 4 prieft, 
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prieft, who had encouraged the people to introduce Si- 
mon into the city, met with a fuitable requital from that 
monfier of cruelty, being firft tortured, and tlien con- 
demned to death, together with three of his fons, the 
fourth having happily conveyed himfelf out of reach. 
The pretence was, their holding corrcfpondence with the 
Ptomans. The reverend old pontifl' only begged, as the 
Jaft favour, that he might be put to death before his fons j 
but was denied both that requeft, and the common rites 
of burial. Ananias, with about feventeen perfons of rank 
and merit, were put to death ^ ; befides many more, for 
having been caught weeping for their deceafed /riends- 
All this wliile Jofephus did not ceafe exhorting them to 
furrender. He reprefented the dreadful confequences of 
an obftinate refinance, and aflured them ; that it was out 
of his mere compaflion to them, that he thus hazarded 
his own life to fave them from deftruftion, In the midft 
of h is remonnrance, he received one day fuch a wound 
in his head by a ftone from the battlements, as laid him 
fenfelefs on the ground. The Jews fallied out immedi- 
ately to feize his body; but the Romans proved too quick 
for them, and carried him offJ^. 

By this time the two factions within, having plundered 
rich and poor of all they had, fell upon the treafury of 
the temple, whence John took a great quantity of golden 
utenfils, together with thofe magnificent gifts which had 
been prefented to thatfacred place by the Jewifli kings, by 
Auguftus, Livia, and many other foreign princes, and 
converted them all to kis owm ufe. The repofitoiies of 
thcfacred oil, which was to maintviin the lamps, and of the 
wine, which was referved to accompany the ufual faci:- 
fices, were likevi-ife feized upon, and applied to common 
ufe; and the lafl was ufed to intoxication. All this 
while, not only the Zealots, but many of the people, were 
ftill under fuch Infatuation, that though the fortrefs An- 
tonia was loft, and nothing left but the temple, which 
the Romans were preparing implements to batter down, 
yet they could not perfuade themfelves, that God would 
fufier that holy place to be taken by heathens, and ftill 
expelled feme fudden and miraculous deliverance. When 
Jofephus was fent for the lall time to upbraid the mif- 
creant John for his obftinately expofing that facred 
building, and the miferable remains of God’s people, to 
fudden and fure deftruclion ; he only anfwered him with 

* Bell. Jud, lib. vii.cap, 15. y Ibid, 
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the bittpreft inveftives, adding, that he was defending the 
Lord’s vineyard, which he was fure could not be taken 
by any human force. Jnfephus in vain reminded him of jofephus's 
the many ways by which he had polluted both city and fpeech ta 
temple; and in particular of the feas of blood which he 
had caufed to be flied in both thofe facred places, and 
which, he afTured him from the old prophecies, were a 
certain fign and forerunner of their fpeedy furrender and 
deftru£lion. John remained as inflexible, as if all the 
prophets had aflured him of a deliverance. However, a Smeofthi 
great number of the people were fo moved by Jofephus’s befie^ed 
difcourfj^, that they fled prefently after to the Romans, 
and amongft them fome perfons of rank and figure, par- fnans" 
ticularly Jofeph the fon of Cabbi, and Jefus the fon of 
Uamneus, who had been both high-priefls. Titus gave 
them a gracious reception, and fenc them to Gophna, a 
place fituate betM^'cen Samaria and Lydda, till the con- 
clufion of the war; but he was forced to fend for them 
back, to contradidi a report, which the rebels had fpread, 
of their having been put to death 

At length Titus, forefeeing the inevitable ruin of that 7iius 
ftately edifice, which he was ftill extremely defirous to i^ngtofavg 
fave, vouchfafed to fpeak to them with his own mouth, 
and perfuadc them to furrender. But looking upon this 
condefcenfion as the efFedts of his fear, rather than genc- 
rofity, they only grew the more furious upon it, and 
forced him at laft to come to thofe extremities, which he 
had hitherto endeavoured to avoid. That his army, which 
was to attack the temple, might have the freer paflage 
towards it through the caltle Antonia, he caufed a con- 
fiderable part of the wall to be pulled down, and levelled ; 
but it proved fo ftrong, that it took him up feven whole 
days, by which time they were far advanced in the month 
of July. 

It was on the feventeenth day of that month that the The da\!y 
daily facrifice ceafed for the firlt time, fmee its reftoration faenficein^ 
by the brave Maccabitifh chief, there being no proper per- ^erruptid^ 
fon left in the temple to make the olfering, Titus ex- 
horted John to fet up whom he would to perform that 
office, rather than fuller the fervice of God to be fet afide ; 
and then challenged him and his party to come out -of the 
temple, and fight on a more proper ground, and thereby 
fave that facred edifice from the fury of the Rom?.n 
troops Thefe remonftrances producing no effedt, the 

z Bell. Jud. lib, vii. cap, i^. •Ibid, cap. 4- 

beCegers 
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fLomans 

eut^witted. 


Fire fit to 
the temple 
gatej. 


Titus calls 
a couJtcil, 


Jtwj r<- 

fulM 


bcfiegers fet fire again to the gallery that yielded a com- 
munication between the temple and the caflle i^ntonia. 
The Jews had already burnt about twenty cubits of it in 
length ; but this fecond blaze, which was likewife en- 
couraged by the befieged, confumed about fourteen morej 
and what remained (landing was eafily overthrown. On 
the twenty-feventh of July, the Jews, having filled part of 
the weftern portico with combuftible matter, made a (hew 
of retiring, at which fome of the forwardeft of the Pio- 
mans fcaled up to the top ; then the Jews fetting fire to 
the combuftibles, the flame blazed up with fuch fury, that 
many Romans were confumed, and the reft, venturing to 
leap down from the battlements, were cruflied to death 
Next day, Titus having fet fire to the north gallery, 
which inclofed the outer court of the temple, from fort 
Antonia to the valley of Cedron, gained an eafy admit- 
tance into it, and forced the befieged into that of the 
priefts. He tried in vain for fix days to batter down one 
of the galleries of the precinft with an helepolis : he was 
forced to mount his battering-rams on the terrace, which 
was raifed by this time j and yet the ftrength of this wall 
was fuch, that it eluded the force of thefe alfo. When 
they found that neither rams nor Tapping could fucceed, 
they attempted fcaling ; but were vigoroufly rcpulfed in 
the attempt, with the lofs of fome ftandards, and a number 
of men. At length Titus fet fire to the gates, which, be- 
ing plated with filver, burnt all that night, whilft the 
metal dropped down as it melted. The flame foon com- 
municated itfelf to the porticos and galleries, which the 
befieged beheld without offering to flop it; but contented 
themfelves with fending vollies of impotent curfes againfl 
the Romans. Next day Titus, having given orders to 
extinguifh the fire, called a council, to determine whether 
the remainder of the temple fliould be faved or demolifhed. 
That general was (till inclined to fpare it ; but a great ma- 
jority declared for its dcflruclion. They alleged that it 
was no longer a temple, but a feene of war and llaughter, 
and that the Jew^s would never be at refi, as long as any 
part of it was left (landing; but when they found Titus 
bent on preferving fo noble an edifice, againfl which, he 
told them, he could have no quarrel, they all fubmitted 
to his opinion. It was determined to give a general 
alTault on the tenth day of Auguft : on the preceding 
night, the Jews made two defperate Tallies on the Ro- 


^ Bell. Jud. lib. yii. cap. 
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mans ; m the lafl; of which thefe, being timely fuccoured 
by TituSj drove them back into their inclofure ^ 

One of the Roman foldlers, of his own accord, took up 
a blazing fire-brand, and, mounting on his comrade’s fhoul- 
ders, threw it into one of the apartments that furroundpd 
the fan£fuary, through a window : immediately the whole 
north fide was in a flame, up to the third ftory**. Titus, 
who had gone to repofe himfelf in his pavillion, was 
awaked at the noife, and ran immediately to give orders 
that the fire Ihould be excinguiflied. He called, prayed, 
threatened, and even ftruck his men, but in vain 5 the 
confufiqn was fo great, and the foldiers were fo obftinately 
bent upon deltroying all that was left, that he was neither 
minded nor heard. Thofe that flocked thither from the 
camp, inllead of obeying his orders, were bufy, either 
in killing the Jews, or increafing the flames. When 
Titus obferved, that all his endeavours were in vain, he 
entered the fan£fuary, and the molt holy place, in which 
he found ftill fuch rich and fumptuous utenfils, as even 
exceeded all that he had heard. Out of the former he 
favjd the golden candleftick, the table of ftiew-bread, the 
altar of perfumes, all of pure gold, and the book or vo- 
lume of the law, wrapped up in a rich gold tilTue ; but in 
the latter he found no utenfils, becaufe, in all probability, 
they had not made a frefii ark, fince that of Solomon had 
been loft. Upon his coming out of that facred place, 
fome other foldiers fet fire to it, and obliged thofe who 
had ftaid behind to come out ; then they began to plun- 
der, tearing even the gold plating off the gates and timber- 
wQ-k, and carried off all the coftly utenfils and robes, in- 
fomuch that there was not one of them that did not en- 
rich himfelf by the pillage 

A horrid malTacre enfueil, in which many thoufands 
pcriflied ; fome by the flames, others by the fall from the 
battlements, and a greater number by the enemy’s fword, 
which deftroyed all, without diftintiion of age, fex, or 
quality. Among them were upwards of fix tlioufaiul 
perfons, who had been feduced thither by a falfe prophet, 
who promifed that they ftiould find a fpeedy and mira- 
culous relief there on that very day. Some of them re- 
mained five days on the top of the walls, and afterwards 
threw themfelves on the general’s mercy ; but were an- 
fwered, that they had out-ftaid the time, and were led to 
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c Bell. Jud. lib. vii. cip. 9, & 10, 
Jofeph, ubi fapra, ap. 9, in fin, 


d Conf, ^ Kings xx. & 
e Ibid, k fcq. 

execution. 
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execution. The viftors carried their fury to fuch a height, 
as to burn all the treafure-houfes, though they were full 
of the richeft furniture, plate, veftments, and other things 
of value, which had been laid up in thofe places for fe- 
curity. In a word, they did not ceafe burning and but- 
chering, till they had dellroyed all, except two of the 
temple-gates, and that part of the court which was 
deftined for the wx)men. In memory of this deftruiSion, 
and that of Nebuchadnezzar, the Jews keep a folemn fall 
on the ninth of the month Ab, anfwering, in part, to our 
Augufl, which lads full twenty-four hours ; during which 
time they neither eat, drink, nor ufe the lead refrefh- 
ment \ but the ftricSfeft of them continue barefoot, in 
prayers and tears, from fiin-fetting to the next fun-fet^. 

In the mean time the rebels made fuch a vigorous pufti, 
that they efcaped the fury of the Romans, at leaft for the 
prefent, and retired into the city ; but they found all the 
avenues of it io well guarded, that there was no poffi- 
biiiiy left for them to efcape ; fo that, in order to fecurc 
thciTifclvesj they made a lodgement on the foulh-fide of 
it, from whence Simon, and John of Gifchala, fent to de- 
fire a parly with Titus. They were anfwered, that though 
they had been the caufe of much bloodtlied and ruin, yet 
they Ihould have their lives fpared, if they laid down their 
arms, and furrendered themfelves prifoners. They re- 
plied, that they had engaged themfelves, by the mod fo- 
lemn oaths, never to furrender; and therefore onlybeggetj 
leave to retire into the mountains with their wives and 
children : which infolencc fo exafperated the Roman ge- 
neral, that he caufed a herald to bid them itand to their 
defence ; for that not one of them diould be fpared, fince 
they had rejefted his laft offers of parcion. Immediately 
he abandoned the city to the fury of his foldicrs, who 
completed the dcfolation they had begun (C) ; whilft the 

rebels, 

* Vide Mehilblh Tahanith, fub. menf. Ab. Malmon, Buxtoif, 
k al. 


(C) Jofephus tells us, how- 
ever, that he fpared thefnmily 
of Izates, king of Adiabene, 
with fevcral other perfons of 
diftln^Idlon, who came and fur- 
rendered themfelves to his mer- 
cy ; but he kept them all pri- 
foners. 

He likewlle difiniirei above 


forty thoufand of the infe- 
rior fort, who implored his 
pardon, and gave them leave 
to go and fettle where they 
would. The truth is, that they 
had already gorged themfelves 
with fo much blood, that the 
111 earns, which ran along the 
Aieccs, did even extinguilh the 
fire. 
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rebels, who were left, fortified themfclves in the royal 
palace, where they killed eight thoufand Jews, > 5 trho had 
there taken refuge s. 

In the mean time great preparations were making for a hi^h 
vigorous attack on the upper city, efpecially on the royal atj 
palace ; and thefe employed the befiegers from the twen- 
tieth of Augufh to the feventh of September; during 
which time great numbers made their fubmiffion to Titus. 

Some of the Edomites, and two priefts, upon promife of 
being fpared, difeovered to him a private place in the wall 
of the temple, where they found two candlefticks, fome ^ 
tables, cups, and other veflels of mafly’gold, with many 
precious ftones, rich garments, and coftly furniture. By 
this time the warlike engines played fo furioufly on the 
Zealots, that they were feized with a fudden panic ; and, 
inftead of fleeing into the towers of Hippicos, Fhafael, or a. D. 
Mariamne, which were yet untaken, and fo flrong, that 75. 
nothing but famine could have reduced them, they ran ' ' 
like madmen towards Siloah, with a defign to attack the 
Wall of circumvallation, and efcape out of the city; but, 
being there repiilfed, they were forced to bide themfclves 
inlhe public finks, and common fewers. All the reft the 
Romans could find were put to the fword, and the city 
fet on fire. This was on the eighth of September, when 
the city was taken and entered by Titus. He would have gnjiref 
put an end to the mafiacre, but his men killed all, except 
the moft vigorous, whom they fliut up In the porch of the 
women. Fronto, who had the care of them, referved the 
youngeft, and moft beautiful, for Titus's triumph j and Prlfinen 
fe it all that were above feventcen years of age into Egypt, fent inio 
to be employed in fome public w^orks ; a great number of 
others were fent into feveral cities of Syria, and other 
provinces, to be expofed on the public theatres, to fight 
like gladiators, or be devoured by wild bcafts'’. Th^ 
number of thofe prifoners amounted to ninety-feven thou- 
fand, befides about eleven thoufand who were either 
ftarved through negleft, or ftarved themfclves through 
fulleancfs and defpair (D). Suetonius, 

K Bell, Jud. ubi fupra, cap. 13. " Ibid. cap. 16, & 17. 

fire. And as for the prifoners, (D) jofephus was by this 
they were fo very numerous al- time in luch high hivour with 
ready, that they could not find Titus, that he obtained the li- 
buyers for them, though they berty of feveral of his friends 
ofl'ered them at the loweft and relations, and in particular 
prices. of his brother Matthias, whh- 

■ euc 
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Suetonius and Cornelius Nepos reckon but fix hundred 
thbufand llain and prifoners in the courfe of this war ; but, 
confidering the diftance of time and place in which they 
wrote, it will be eafily granted, that they could not be fo 
well acquainted with it as Jofephus, who was a Jew, and 
an eye-witnefs- Whether this laft has exaggerated it in 
compliment to Titus and the Romans, we will not pre- 
tend to fay. A curious author has fince taken the pains 
to make a frefti computation, extrafted from him, of all the 
Jews that perifhed in the feveral places throughout that 
"" kingdom, and elfewhere, from the beginning to the con- 
clufion of the war ^ *, in which we believe our readers will 
be glad to fee the whole amount of the feveral bloody ar- 
ticles, as it were, at one view. They are as follows ; 


Je^s At Jerufiilem, put to death bvFlorus's orders 630 

killed in By the inhabitants of Csefarea, in hatred to the Jews 20,000 

Scythopolis in Syria 30,000 

^ By the inhabitants of Afcalon in Paleftine 2;50 l> 

By thofe of Ptolemais 2, coo 

At Alexandria in Egypt, under Alexander, an 1 
apollutejevv | 

At Damafcus 10,000 

At the taking of Joppa , 8,400 

In the mountain of Cabulo 2,000 

In a fight at Afcalon 10,000 

In an ambufli 8,000 

At the taking of Aphek . I5 j000 

Upon Mount Garlzzim 1 1,600 

Drowned at Joppa by afudden dorm 4,200 

Slain at Tarichxa 6,500 

Slain, or killed themfelves at Gamah, where none 1 
were faved buttw^o fifters J 

Killed in their flight from Gifchala 2,000 

At thefiege of Jotapa, where Jofephus commanded 30,000 
Of the Gadarcnes, befides vad numbers that / 
drowned themfelves J 

In the villages of Idumaea 10,000 

At Gerafium 1,000 


i Juflus Lipfius de Conflantia, lib. ii. cap. ar. 

out any ranfom. That empe- city and temple, but he con-. 
ror had likewife given him tented himlelf with the volume 
leave to fave what he thought of the facred writingSt 
proper oyt of the ruins of the 


At 
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At Machaeron 
In the defert of Jardes 
Slew themfelves at MalTada 
In Cyrene, put to death by the governor Catulus 
Perlriied at Jerufalem by fword, famine, pefti- 
lence, and during the fiege 


h 


1,700 

3,000 

960 

3,000 

100,000 


According to this account the whole amounts to 1,354,490 
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Befides a vafl multitude that died in the caves, wood;?, 
wildernelTes, common fewers, in baniflimcnt, and many 
other ways, of whom no computation could be made ; 
and ten thoufand that were flain at Jotapa, more than our 
author "has reckoned. For Jofephus mentions exprefsiy 
forty thoufand, andLipfius reckons only thirty thoufand (E). 

Whilft the foldiers were ftill bufy in burning the re- 
mains of the city, and vifiting all the common fewers, 
where they found and killed numbers of poor creatures, 

Simon and John, the two grandrebels, were difeovered, and Simon and 
brought to Titus, who ordered them to be referved for 
his triumph. John, being pinched with hunger, came 
out firft 5 and, having begged his life, obtained it, but 


(E) To thefe, if we add the 
nlnety-feven thoufand prifoners, 
doomed, in all appearance, to> 
a captivity infinitely worfe than 
death, and the eleven thoufand 
that perilhed either, through 
the negleft of their keepers, or 
their own fallen defpair, the 
amount will be above one mil- 
lion four hundred and fixty- 
two thoufand. What Hill more 
aggravates this calamity is, that 
the far greatell part of them were 
grangers, invited from remote 
arts of the world, even from 
eyond the river Euphrates, 
by their brethren at Jerufalem, 
to come and aflift them in the 
defence of their religion and 
liberties, 

Jofephus mentions many 
prodigies that ufhered in the 
deftruiHion of Jerufalem. Of 
this clafs w^as that llrange co- 
mer, which hung over the city 


one whole year, in the fliape 
of a fword : the extraordinary 
light that was feen round the 
altar at the ninth hour of the 
night, upon tlie celebration of 
the pafchal feall : a cow de- 
livered of a lamb, as flie was 
led to the altar to befacrificed : 
the eaftern gate of the temple, 
of folid brafs, fo heavy that it 
required twenty pair of fiout 
hands to open and fliut it, flung 
open in the middle of the night, 
though faftened with Hrong 
bolts and bars : the air before 
fun-fet filled with chariots, and 
armed men : and, lafily, the 
voice, which, after a kind of 
rumbling noife, was dlHladlly 
heard by the priefts, who were 
going to officiate on the feaft 
of Pentecoft, and uttered thefe 
words articulately, “ Let us 
depart; let us depart (i). 


(1) Bell. Judi ubi fupra, cap. it. 
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*rhe city 

tafcd to 
the ground. 


7itus 

nueeps over 
itj ruins. 

His tri- 
umphs 


Simon and 

Johns 

fatct 


wai condemned to perpetual imprifonment. Simoftj 
whofe retreat was better ftoied, held out till towards the 
end of Oftober, when neceLTuy forced him to come forth. 
He appeared fuddenly on the ruins of the temple in a 
white robe, and a purple cloak. The Ptomans were at 
firft furprifed, fuppofing him to be a fpeftre ; but foon 
underflanding who he was, Tetentius Rufus, who was 
left commander, feized on him, and fent him to Caefa- 
rea, whither Titus had retired, and from whence he was 
conveyed, with his bloody colleagues, to Rome, to adora 
the conqueror’s triumph 

As foon as the work of maflacre and pillage was finiflied, 
Titus ordered his army to demolifh the city, witfi all its 
ftruftures, fortifications, palaces, towers, walls, and 
other ornaments and edifices, which were laid level with 
the ground. He left nothing ftanding but a piece of 
the M^cfternwall, and the three towers ofHippicos, Pha- 
fael, and Mariamne, the former to ferve as a redoubt to 
his tenth legion, which he left there, and the three latter 
to give future ages fome idea of the ftrength of the whole 
city, and of the fkill and valour of its conqueror. His 
orders were fo punftually executed, that, except thofe 
few buildings above mentioned, there were not fo much 
as any remains left that coultl ferve as an index that the 
ground had been once inhabited. Infomuch, that wheri 
he came to pafs through it, in his way from Crefarea to 
Alexandria, in order to embark for Rome, he could not 
refrain fliedding tears at the fight of fo dreadful a devaf- 
tation, and curling the wretches who had forced him to 
make fuch a dreadful example K 

As for the infamous leaders of thofe mifereants, they 
appeared at the head of feven hundred of the mofl beau-* 
tiful Jewifh captives, to adorn the triumph of Titus. 
Then Simon'was dragged through the ftrects of Rome, 
with a rope about his neck, feverely fcourged, and put 
to death with fome of his aflbeiates ; but John was fent 
into perpetual imprifonment “ (F). 

Titus 


^ Jofeph. Bell. Jud. ubi fupra, & feq. i Ibid. cap. i8, & feq. 
n Ibid. cap. 

(F) Titus’s triumph was fur- ary, fuch as the golden table 
ther adorned with a great num- of flievvbread, which weighed 
her of trophies brought from feveral talents ; the feven- 
Judaea ; among the principal branch candlellick, a rich and 
uf which were thofe which had curious piece of art ; the roll 
been taken out of the faniftu- or volume of the law, covered 



321 


The H if: cry of the Jews, 

Titus had left three caftles ftill untaken, namely, thofe 
6f Herndion and Maflada on this, and that of Mach^eroii 
dn the other fide Jordan. The firft of them was foon 
after reduced, on capitulation, by Lucilius Baffus, who had 
been appointed lieutenant of Judsea. He then went at the 
head of a large number of troops, to befiege Machaeron, Macharon 
which was a very flrong place, and likely to hold out a furrendn* 
long time. But a lucky accident (G) obliged the befieged 

to 

with a coftly gold cloth, which the (hevvbread, which was not 
was carried the laft of the three, altogether unlike it; but the 
as the mpft venerable of all misfortune is, that time has 
the trophies. The two for- fo defaced this noble monu- 
mer Titus caufed to be placed ment, that it is not eafy to 
in the temple of Peace, which difeover any thing in it with 
his father had built ; the latter, certainty, except the candle- 
together with feveral curious liick above mentioned, 
and coftly veils of the temple, (G) There was in that callle 
and other rich furniture, he a young nobleman, highly ef- 
conveyed into his own pa- teemed for his valour, who, 
lace (2). after having given the befiegera 

There are ftill fome coins a ftout repulfe in a lally, 
extant of that emperor, ftamp- unfortunately ftrayed out of 
ed with a trophy and triuin- the gates, to fpeak to the peo- 
phant chariot, and of his fa- , pie on the wall by way of bra- 
ther, with the image of a wo- vado. An Egyptian, then in 
mail fitting forrowtul under a the Roman army, came fwiftly 
palm-tree, with the infeription behind him unperceived, took 
of “ Judaa capta with fome him up in his arms, and car- 
others coined in the twenty- ried him off. 
firft year of king Agrippa, with When Baffus had got the 

thefe words in Greek, “ Vef- noble youth in his power, he 
pafian emperor and Cififar. caufed him to be ftripped nak- 
Judasa was taken in the twenty- ed, and feverely fcourged, in 
firft of Agrippa.” the view of the befieged, who 

To thefe medals vve may add filled immediately the air with 
fome fragments in bas relief, their cries, Baflus perceiving 
reprefenting Vefpafian and his them fo moved at the fight, 
fon Titus’s triumph, and on caufed a crofs to be erefted, 
which is ftill to be diftlnguifli- and gave them to underftand 
ed the feven-branch candle- that he would crucify him, 
flick, with ocher facred uten- unlefs they prevented it by a 
fils. Some have pretended timely furrender. The ftra- 
alfo to difeover the ark in it ; tagem had the defired effect ; 
but we have already feen, that and the Jews, not being fb 
there was no fuch thing in the hardened as thofe of Jerufalem, 
mod holy place : and icismoft chofe to capitulate, and foon 
likely to be only the table of after furrendered the place- on 

(1) Bell. Jud. lib. vii. cap. 34. 
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to furrendcr, upon condition that they ftiouldhave liberty 
to retire whitherfoever they pleafed ; which being readily 
granted to them, they went and joined fome of their re- 
volted brethren, who had flieltered ihemfelves in the 
foreft of Jardes Thither Daflus advancing, attacked and, 
after a defperate combat, totally defeated them, with Ju- 
das their chief, who had efcaped from Jerufalem through 
one of the aqueduQs of that city 

Death having prevented Baffus from putting an end to 
the war, Flavius Siha, his fuccedbr, aflembled all his 
forces to attack Maflada, now the only remaining fortrefs 
in the hands of the rebels. The place was prodigioufly 
ftrong, both by art and nature, well fupplied with pro- 
vilions, and defended with a good number of ficarii and 
afl'allins ; at the head of whom was Eleazar, the grandfon 
of Judas the Gaulonite. Silva having in vain tried his 
engines and battering-rams againft it, furrounded it with 
a high and ftrong wall, and then ordered fire to be fet to 
the gates. The wind favouring him, drove the flame fo 
^hedtfpe^ fiercely againft the Jews, that Eleazar, in a kind of de- 
^ fpair, perfuaded them firft to kill all their wives and chll- 
^ tiren, and next to choofe ten men by lot, who flioula kill 

all the reft j laftly, to pitch upon one individual, out of 
the furviving ten, to difpatch them and himfelf j a def- 
perate refolulion, which was accordingly executed ; only 
I this laft man was ordered to fet fire to the place before he 
finifticd this bloody tragedy- Next morning the Romans, 
preparing to fcale the walls, were ftrangely fuiprifed at 
the filence which prevailed among the bcfiegers, none of 
whom appeared. In order to roufe them, they raifed a 
loud fliout, at which two women, who had concealed 
thernfelves from the maflTacre in an aqueduft, came out, 
and told them the defperate cataftrophe of the befieged, 
which put an end to that dreadful war®. Vefpafian or- 
dered the Jewifli lands to be fold for his own ufe (H), and 
all the Jews within the Roman empire were commanded 
to pay into his treafury the ufual tribute of half a fhekel, 

^ Bell, Jud, lib, vii- cap. * Ibid. cap. 28. 

the conditions above mention- his beft veterans, to plant a 
(3), new colony there, and from 

(H) He only referved the that time that place took the 
tou n of Einmaus, which he name of Nicopolis (4], 
bellowed ou eight hundred of 

(3) Bell. Jud. lib. vii, cap, 25, ad fin. (4) Ibid, cap, iff. 
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two drachms, which they had been formerly obliged 
to pay for the ufe of the fanftuary p. 

He likewife caufedall the branches of the houfe of Ju- Then- 
dah to be cut off to deprive them at once of all hopes of wa/wj of 
a deliverer, or fiitiiie MefTiah. Notwitliltanding v/hich 
precaution, the Zealots made feverai attempts to regain 
their power; firfliu Egypt, where it colt fome of them 
their lives, and occafioned an order to flnit up their temple 
at Alexandria *■ (i). Next in Cyrene of Libya, v/liere 
one them, named Jonathan, pretended to be a prophet, 
and perfuaded about two thoufand of his brethren to fol- 
low him jiito the defert, where he piomifed to fhew them 
wonders, and where Catullus, the governor, caufed them 
to be purfued and defeated. 

After the reduftion of Jerufalem and Judsea, Agrippa Agrlppa 
and his filler retired to Rome, probably with Titus, who 
was enamoured of Berenice. We have feen, through 
the courfe of this laft war, how ferviceable the brother 
had been to that general, accompanying him in perfon, 
and aflifting him with men and ammunition, for which 
ferv^cesj we are told, Titus got his kingdom enlarged by 
the emperor, and procured him praetorian honours. But 
his extiaordinary friendfliip for that prince flowed chiefly 
from hisfondnefs for his fiftpr, who now lived with him comes 27 - 
in his palace, and ruled every thing as ifllie had been his tus's para* 
wife. We have hinted fome former reports publicly 
fpread concerning her incelluous intrigues with her bro- 

• 

p Bell. Jud. lib. vii. cap. i6, in fin. <1 Eufeb Ecclef. Hid. lib. 
ii. cap. 12. r Bell, ubi fupra, cap. 30, ad fin. 

(I) Thefe wretchea, who Vefpaflan fearing their A- 
were undoubtedly the relics of lexandrian temple would afford 
the Gaalonitifh fadlioti, fince them a frefli pretence of af- 
cven their children fuffered the fembling themfejveg, and raif- 
fevereft torments, rather than ing fome new fedition in Egypt, 
ncknowlege Cxfar for their fent orders to Lupus, his go- 
lord, met at firft with a kind vernor there, to demolifli it. 
reception from their brethren But he contented himfelf with 
of Alexandria. Buttheyquickly fhuttiiig it up, Paulinus, who 
became obnoxious to them by fucceeded him foon after, ftrip- 
fowing their leaven of feditioii, ped it of all its ornaments and 
To prevent the ill effefls of rich furniture, and caufed the 
W'hich, they were delivered up gates of it to be quite walled 
to the Romans, and fix hun- up, to prevent any farther 
di ed of them put to death, worfliip being offered up ia 

itU)- 

(5) Bell, Jud. lib. vii. cap. 30, ad fin. 

Y 2 ther, 
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The Hijlory of the Jews* 

ther, for which (he had given but too much foundation^ 
Titus could hardly be ignorant of thcfe reports ; but her 
beauty had fo captivated him, that he overlooked every 
thing elfe 5 infomuch that he had promifed her marriage, 
and would in all probability have kept it, had he not found 
that the Romans were wholly averfe from it, partly on ac- 
count of her being a Jewefs, and partly on that of her 
royal defcent- He was therefore obliged to fend her 
away As for Agrippa, he was the laft of the Herodian 
race that bore the royal title, and is fuppofed to have died 
at Rome about the feventieth year of bis age, and in the 
90th of Jefus Chrift ^ 

This was the end of the Herodian family, ancl of the 
Jewilh nation and polity ; and is fo much the more re- 
markable, confidering that the fuccinft account we have 
of it is written by a Jew of fuch extraordinary charafter, 
and that the deftriuSlion of the city and people, efpecially 
of their temple, is found, upon the whole, fo exadlly 
conformable to the prophecies of Chrift, denounced againft 
them fo long before. One might have expefted that this 
fliould have opened their eyes, to acknowlege thefe, as 
Well as the many others we have mentioned, which prove 
him the MefBah, fince they had feen their facrifices, ce- 
remonial law, their temple, their royal ftock of Judah, 
&c. which they till then thought were to laft for ever, 
buried under the ruin of their metropolis and comnion- 
v ealth (K), 

» Vid. Sueton. in Vit. Tit. ex XipbiI.ex Dione, Julius Tiberius 
apud Phot. Blbl. Cod, 33, t Tillemont, Ruine des Juifs, art. 
S3. Sc not. 41. 

(K) In the mean time it 
will not be amifs to take notice, 
that the Jews arc no lefs at 
variance with Jofephus, than 
the Chriftians have admired 
him, St, Jerom, among other 
praifes he gives him, calls him 
theLivy of the Jews (6), Pho- 
tlus, and others, have been 
equally lavilh of their incenfe; 
and EufebioB adds to the reft, 
that he had a ftatue reared to 
him in conftderation of his 
writings (7). Wc fhall not re- 
peat wnac we have often ob- 

(6) De Vir, llluft. capixiiu 

publilhed 


ferved, of his partiality to his na" 
tion, and fncerdotal order. £uC 
his countrymen have trumped 
up another Jofephus, known by 
the name or Bengorion, whole 
hiftory is compiled out of the 
Rufinian verlion of the true 
Jofephus (for he doth not feem 
to have feen the original) ; and 
is ftuffed with the tpoft palpable 
abfurditles, fallhoods, and con- 
tradiftions; the Jews, notwlth- 
ft'anding, beftow on him the 
higheft encomiums. In parti- 
cular, rabbi Tham, who has 

(7) Hift. Ecclef. lib. iii. cap. 1 3, 
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CHAP. IX. 

The Hijlory of AJJyria- 


SECT. I. 

^he Defcripiion of Afyvia. 

W E have already accounted for the name of this 
^country, deriving it from Alhur, its firft planter 
after the flood ; and have obferved, that its name extended 
very far weftward over the whole of Aram, or Syria, 
which at this time gives appellation to moft of the country 
betwega the Euphrates and the Mediterranean. Eaftward, 
fouthward, and northward, itmuft alfo have extended its 
name wherever its monarchs had eftabliflicd themfelves, 
by the fortune of their arms. 

If we confider the monarchy of Aflyria geographically, 
comprifed feveral countries, which we have already de- 
feriXed ; and others which we fhall hereafter fpecify in 
their proper places. It is not, therefore, our defign to 
give here a delcription of the^ monarchy or empire of Afly- 
ria, but confine ourfelves to the proper AlTyria, agreeably 
to the method we have hitherto purfued. 

This country was bounded, according to Ptolemy, on 
the north by part of Armenia and Mount Niphates ; on 


publilhed his hiflory, Is not 
a/hamed to affirm, that all he 
wrote was juft, without the leaft 
mixture of falfliood ; that his 
writings come nearer to thofe of 
the prophets, than thofe of 
^ny other Jewifli author ; that 
the hand of God was upon 
him whilft he compiled his 
work; with fome other com- 
mendations, which amount al- 
moft to blafphemy (8). That 
fabulcfUs author is fo well known 
to the learned, that we ftiall 
fpend no time in exjpoling him. 
The readers may lee many of 


his abfurdities in that mutilated 
edition which Munfter has given 
us, though he has concealed a 
great number of them. But 
thofe who have feen the large 
editions that have appeared 
fince, will find them fo full of 
errors, that he wilLreadiiy own, 
nothing but the greateft degree 
of infatuation and perverfenefs 
could induce the Jews to prefer 
him to the true one, who, fet- 
ting aiide his partiality above 
mentioned, hath all the marks 
of a judicious and exa£l hifto- 
rian (9). 


(B) Prsef. in Jofeph. Bengorion, edit. Conftantinop. 1490. 
(9) Vid. Bafnag. Hift. Juifs, toip* ix> p> 1511 & feq* Pridi (Talmet* 
al, 
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the weft by the Tigris ; on the fouth by Sufiana ; and, oit 
the eaft, by part of Media, and the mountains Choatra 
and Zagros. The country within thefe limits, is, by 
fome of the ancients, called Adiabene, and, by others, 
with the tranfmutation of one letter, as Dio Caflius ob- 
ferves, Aturia or Atyria*. It is divided by Ptolemy into 
the following provinces or diftrifts, Calachenc or Calacine, 
iirrapachitis, Adiabene, Arbeliris, Apolloniatis, Sicta- 
cene, and Chalonitis Calachene was bounded on the 
north by the mountains of Armenia and Arrapachitis ; on 
the weft by the Tigris j on the eaft by the Lycus ; and on 
the fouth by Adiabene. It contained the fpllowing 
cities, Marde, Caiafh, Belfara, and Refen, Calafti, built 
by Alhur, as we read in Scripture gave n.ame to the 
whole province. Bocliart takes this to be the fame city 
with Halah, where the king of Affyria placed the captive 
Ifraelites It ftoofl probably v.pon, or near the Tigris ; 
for, of the two other cities, built by the fame perfon, and 
at the fame time, viz. Nineveh and Refen, the former, 
we know for certain, ftood upon, or near that river; and 
that the latter had the like fituation, is highly prob^hle^ 
fince it is placed by Mofes between Nineveh and Calalh, 
or Calah Bochart conjeftures Refcn to be the Larifla of 
Xenophon, which, according to that hiftorian, ftood near 
the Tigris, and had been formerly a great city, inhabited 
by the Medes ; but was then quite deftitute of inhabitants, 
and lay in ruins ^ Of Marde and Beflara we know no- 
thing befides their namqs. 

Arrapachitis, the moft northern province of Aflyria, is 
only mentioned by Ptolemy; and the towns be places in 
it are to us, and feem to have been in like manner to the 
ancient geographers, utterly unknown. This country 
was watered, according to Ptolemy, by the Gyndes. 

Adiabene was the chief province of AfTyrla, and fome- 
times gave its name to the whole country. It was fo 
called, according to Ammianus, from the two rivers Dia- 
ba and Adiaba, Ptolemy and Ammianus place Ninus or 
Nineveh, Gaugamela, and Arbela, in this province ; and 
with them Strabo agrees ; for, though he places Ninus 
and Gaugamela in Aturia, and Arbela in a diftrift of its 
own name, yet he makes both Aturia and Arbelis parts of 
Adiabene s. Pliny too calls Arbelis part of Adiabene ^ ; 

» Dio in Trajan. ^ Ptol, lib. vi. cap. !• ^Gen. x.iii 

^ 1 Kings xvii. 6. ^ Geiii x. ix. f XeAopb. Exped. 

C3'r, Mini lib. iii. page i8xi fi Strabo, lib. xvi. fub init. 

f Plin. lib. vi. cap. 13. 



3^7 


The 'Hiftory of the Adrians. 

lb that this province had Calachene to the north, the Th 
gris to the weft, Apolloniatis to the eaft, and Sittacene 
to the fouth. Stephanas and Tzctzes ^ confound Adia- 
bcne with Mefopotamia. In this part of AfTyria, and near, 
or upon the TigrivS, ftood the famous city of Ninus, as the 
profane writers call it, or Nineveh, as it is called in Scrip- 
ture. The extent and greatnefs of this city is fufficientJy 
deferibed by the prophet Jonah. Strabo allows it to have 
been much greater than Babylon Diodorus Siculus 
tells us, that it was four hundred and eighty ftadia in cir- 
cumference, or forty-feven miles, and that ic was fur- 
rounded with \ohy walls and towers ; the former being 
two hundred feet in height, and fo very broad, that three 
chariots might drive on them abreaft ; and the latter two 
hundred feet in height and fifteen hundred in number ^ 
That hiftorian was certainly miftaken, or rather his tran- 
feribers, in placing Nineveh on the Euphrates ; fince all 
the other hilloriaiis, as well as geographers, who fpeak of 
that city, tell us, in exprefs terms, that it ftood on the 
Tigris It was ruined by the Medes ; for Strabo tells 
JUS exprefsly, that Ninus, upon the downfal of the Syrian, 
i^t is, the Aflyrian empire, was utterly ruined Salma- 
fius finds fault with Ptolemy for reckoning it among the 
cities of Aflyria that were ftill ftanding in his time. He 
might, in the like manner, have cenfured Tacitus and 
Ammianus ; for they both fpeak of Ninus as ftill a city 
at the time they wrote. A new town was, no doubt, 
built out of the ruins of the ancient city, which bore the 
fame name, as it happened to Troy, and other places with- 
out number. In Aturia, that is, in the part of Adiabene 
lying between the Tigris and the Lycus, was the town, or 
rather the village, of Gaugamela, as Arrian ftyles it®, where 
Alexander gained a complete vidtory over Darius; but of 
this glory it was robbed by the neighbouring city of Ar- 
bela, the conqueror chufing that it ihould be rather named 
from a city of note than from an oblcure village. Arbela 
ftood in the fame country, fix hundred ftadia eaft of Gau- 
gamela. Ptolemy places it on the river Capros ; but 
Strabo at an equal diftancefrom that river and the Lycus, 
near Mount Nicatorius, fo called by Alexander from the 
^ibqve mentioned vidlory. It is called a village both by 
Diodorus Siculus and Curtius; but Arrian dignifies it 

iTzetz. Lycoph. Alexandr, ad vcr. 704. i* Srrabo, lib. xvi, 

1 Diod. Sic. lib. ii. cap. 3, “ iGd. Ptol. Strab. Plin. bb, vi^ 

cap. 13, & Herodot. lib. i. cap. 193, & lib. ii. cap. 150. " Strab, 

ibid. • Arriaa, lib. vL p, 399. p Id. ibid, 
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with the name of a city^. From this village, or city, the 
neighbouring country was called Arbclis and Arbelitis. 

Apolldniatis’ lay eaft of Adiabene, and was fo called 
from its metropolis Apollonia, which is placed by Ptole-; 
my between the rivers Gorgus and Silla. Both the coun- 
try and the town are mentioned by Polybius and Ste- 
phanus, who reckons Apollonia the twentieth town be- 
tween Babylon and Sufa. Artemita, called by Strabo a 
city of great note, ftood in the fame province;^ five hun- 
dred ftadia eaft of Seleucia*. It is mentioned by Tacitus', 
Ifidorus Characenus Stephanus, Pliny and Ptolemy. 
Ifidorus places it on the river Silla. Pliny M^as c^ertainly 
miftaken in reckoning it among the towns of Mefopota- 
mia^. Both this city and Apollonia were, without aH 
doubt, of Greek origin, as is manifefl from their names. 
The other cities placed by Ptolemy in this traft M'ere Char- 
racharta, Thebura, and Arrapa; but we find no mention 
made of them by other writers. 

Sittacene, or Sitacene, lay fouth of Apolloniatis, and 
had Sittacc for its metropolis. Sittacene and Apolloniatis 
were, according to Strabo, but different names of 90*** 
and the fame province ; and Pliny extends the name of 
Sittacene to Arbelis and Paleftine®. There is fome dif- 
agreement among authors concerning the fituation of the 
city of Sittacene. Ptolemy and Pliny place it at a great 
diftance from the Tigris ^ but Xenophon, who travelled all 
over that country, and had been himfelf at Sittacene, tells us 
in exprefs terms, that the great and populous city Sittacene 
ftood only at the diftance of fifteen ftadia from the Tigris*,' 
The other cities in this province are utterly unknown. 

Chalonitis was the moft foutherly province of all Affy- 
ria. In this diftrift ftood the cities of Chala and Ctefi- 
phon. All we know of Chala is, that it gave name to the 
province Ctefiphon ftood on the Tigris, a little below 
Seleucia, and on the oppofite bank. It became, in pro- 
cefs of time, the metropolis of the Perfian empire, as we 
ftiall fee in the fequel of this hiftory. Ptolemy mentions 
feveral other cities in this province, but none that deferve 
particular notice. 

This country lay between the 33d and 39tb degrees of 
north latitude, and muft in its happy times have been a 

q Arrian, lib. vi. p. 399. •“ Polyb. lib. v. cap. 43, & 51, 5*. 

■ Strabo, lib. xvi. p. 512. > Tacit, lib. vi, cap. 41. u Ifidor. 

Cbarac. p. 5. ^ Plin.lib. vi. cap, i6. y Ibid. * Ibid, 

cap. a;. * Xenopb. Arabic, lib. ii. p. 167. edit* Steph, 

^ liidor. Char, p. 5. 
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land of plenty; but has, almoft ever fince the fall of Its 
empire, been decaying j a misfortune particularly incident 
±0 it, by the very nature of its fitiiation, which has, at all 
times, made it the feat of war between potent empires 
and nations. And it is now become a wildeniefs, a de- 
fert, excepting fonie little fpots that may be cultivated 
about the few and inconfiderable towns which Hand with- 
in its borders^, fo that there is but little to be faid of its 
produftions and properties. 

Among the rivers of Aflyrla, we mayjuftly reckon the Riveru 
Tigris (AJ, not only becaufe it bathed all the weftern fkirts 
of this country, but alfo becaufe all the other rivers of the 
kingdom fell into this; as alfo, becaufe the great cities, 
fuch as Nineveh, Ctefiphon, and others, were fituated on 
its borders^. The other rivers oflefs note were, the Ly- 
cus, the Caprus, and the Gorgus (B), at almoft equal dif- 


* RauwoITs Travels, part ii. chap. 9. y Vide Cellar. Geogr. 
Antiq. tom. ii. lib. iii. cap. 17. 


(A) Said to have borrowed 
from the number of 
tigers on its banks j and the 
rather, as there are two other 
rivers in this country, the Ly- 
cus and Caprus, which feem to 
borrow their names from a 
caufe of the fame nature, the 
one being denominated from a 
wolf, the other from a goat : 
others derive it from a Perlian 
word, fignifying an arrow ; by 
this, and the former, import- 
ing it to be rapid and violent in 
its courfe. But this is contra- 
ditfted by Pietro de la Valle, 
who fays it. is a llower ftream 
than the Euphrates; and I he- 
venot Teems to allign a realbn 
why the Tigris Ihould not be 
fo very fwife, faying, it is not 
only very crooked, and full of 
meanders, but alfo choaked up 
with iftands and great banks of 
ftone(i). Bochart derives it 


from its old Hebrew name Hid- 
dekel; and the Arabs, at this 
day, call itDijlat ; though the 
prefent inhabitants name it 
Hiddekel. 

(BJ Thefe two rivers are 
now called, or fuppofed to be 
fo, the Great Zab and Little 
Zab. According to Bochart 
this ktter name is corrupted 
from Diaba, or derived from 
the Hebrew Zeeb, which dif- 
fer but in dlaleft, Thevenot 
calls thefe rivers Zarb, but 
fpeaks of but one, which he 
faw fall into the Tigris : he 
calls it a large river, makes it 
above half as broad as the I’i- 
gris, anil obferves that is very 
rapid, that its water is whitifli, 
and very cold; which he would 
feemingly account for by its 
falling from the mountains of 
Curdiftan, and being merely 
fnow water (2). 


(1) Vide Cellar, xibi fiibra. Gregor, pofthum, p. 189. De la 
Valle's Travels. Tliev. in his Travels, part ii. chap. 13. 

(1) Travels to the Levant, part ii. chap. 13. 
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tances from each other; fuppofed to have been all bct?wech 
the two cities of Ninus, or Nineveh, and Seleucia. 

Concerning the natural and artificial rarities of this 
once famous country, we find nothing worthy of notice. 


Antiquity^ 


Govirn’’ 

mint. 


SECT. ir. 

Of the Antiquity^ Government^ LawSy Religion^ Cuf 
tomSy Learnings and Trade of the AJfyrians, 

ASSYRIA, which Hands the foremoft in profane 
accounts, is in Scripture the fecond moft" ancient 
kingdom after Babel, or Babylon, It was founded by 
Afhur, and not by Nimrod, as theCtefian fyftem imports; 
and was in the beginning a kingdom diflinft from Baby- 
lon, though in procefs of time they coalcfced, in confe- 
quence of mutual conquefts. Afliur departed from the 
land of Shinar upon Nimrod’s ufurpation, and built Ni* 
neveh and other cities, as Rehoboth, Gala, and Refen ; 
in Nineveh ® he refided, and thus ere£led a new kingdona, 
which, borrowing its name, was called Aflmr, or Aliy- 
ria. We have nothing, therefore, to objeft againft the 
antiquity of the Afl'yrian kingdom, even as delivered by 
Ctefias. But we mufl: make a wide diftinflion between 
this fimple kingdom, and the grand monarchy which 
many ages afterwards bore the fame appellation. 

Deftitute as we are of fufficient authorities; 7’^ can fay 
nothing in particular bf the government of this people, 
except what may be gathered from the conduft and de- 
portment of their princes, in the very little we have of 
their hiftory. That they conftituted a fmall kingdom, un- 
der hereditary chiefs, for many ages, is not to be doubted; 
no more than that their government was very fimple, in 
conformity to what has been obferved and related of their 
neighbours the Syrians and Mefopotamians. When, in 
after-times, they rofc to the fublimity of empire, their 
government feems to have been truly defpotic, and the 
empire to have been hereditary. 

We have nothing to build upon, or to fay in particular 
of their laws. They were in all fikelihood few, depend- 
ing upon the arbitrary will of the prince : for thofe em- 
perors, affefting even divine honours, and fetting them- 
feives above all the gods of the people they vanquiftied®| 


■ Genef. x. lo; ii. 


* % Kings xviii. 33. &c« 

fometime^ 
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fomettmes requiring, that none other under heaven (houlSl 
be worOiipped but themfelves and even prefuming to 
pafs fcntence on the whole world, by the word of their 
own mouths ; it cannot be imagined there could be any 
fettled form of law for the government of this people. 

We are alfo much in the dark as to their religion: in RtUgigm 
general we know they were idolaters, and that they had 
their idols and temples. Nifroch is likely to have been 
their principal god, at leaft at onetime; but Selden de- 
clares he knows nothing at all of him, Nergalwas not 
properly, it feems, an Alfyrian deity: Adramelech may 
perhaps be termed a god of this country, and is faid to 
have been reprefented as a mule, or a peacock : Aname- 
lech, in like manner, is faid to have been reprefented as 
a horfe, or a pheafant, or a quail ; but thefe are all rabi- 
nical dreams. Thefe two laft are alfo fuppofed to have been 
the fame with Moloch. 

Derceto, as the Greeks call her, was plainly an Afly- 
rlan deity, of an inferior order. The Aflyrians, and Sy- 
rians, paid particular devotion to fifties, in memory, 
are told, of the goddefs Derceto, of Afca^ 

Ion, who was wholly, or partly, metamorphofed into a 
creature of that fort ; and they honoured Semiramis in 
the form of a dove, or pigeon, either becaufe (he was 
nurfed by thefe when expoTed after her birth, or becaufe 
they attended her at her death, when it is fabled, flue was 
changed into a bird^. 

In cuftoms, arts, learning, and trade, they muft cer- Thiircuf^ 
talnly have differed but little, if at all, from the Babylo- 
nians ; fo that wc fliall fufpend what can be collefted in 
relation thereto, till we come to treat of the Babylonian 
affairs, only referring the reader back to our account of 
the language of Syria, and the alphabet of the Syrian Tkehlan^ 
charafler, for the language and charafter of this people, 
which we have declared to be the fame. aphabiU 

SECT. III. 

Of the AJJyrian Chronolo^, to the Fall of the Empire. 

Babylonians, or Chaldees, are allowed to have 
had a regular body of genuine hiftory from the origin 
of things ; but this Babylonian account has been long 

^ Stlden de Diif Syrif. ^ Diod. Sic. lib, il. 

fince 


> Judith iiii 8, 
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fincc deflroyed, abfurd traditions and ridiculous tales hav- 
ing taken its place, a circurnftance the more to be regret- 
ted, as we are affured by Jofephus it was very valuable. 

The Greeks defpifrd the hiftory of all nations be- 
fides their own, never concerning themfelves any far- 
ther than as it interfered with themfelves ; and even 
then they introduced it rather to adorn their own charac- 
ter, than to preferve any thing by way of information to 
pofterity. 

This negligence appears n:ore plainly, in their flight- 
ing, and even deftroyiug the Perfian records, when they 
became mafters of that empire; no one of their hiftorians, 
that we know of, ever confulting them to complete a fe- 
ries of the Perfian affairs : nor was there a nation they 
were folicitous about but the Egyptians, who affefted a 
deep filence, and cared not to fatisfy their curiofity. Some 
of the Greeks, indeed, whofe good fenfe got the better of 
their national pride and prejudices, namely, Eratofthenes, 
Hecateus the Abderite, and Menander the Ephefian, may 
be quoted, as exceptions to what we have obferved, as 
well as fome foreigners, fuch as Berofus, Manetho, 
fome others, who were encouraged to write the hiftories 
of their refpeftive countries, for the ufe of the Greeks: 
but thefe remarks only add vijeight to the imputed arro- 
gance of that alfuming people. It is plain, they did not 
in the leaft regard them ; for not one has reached our 
times, nor fo much as one Greek that had made any 
large extradls from them^ if we except Jofephus, and the 
Chriftian chronologers, Africanus, Eufebius, andSyncel- 
lus, if they may be allowed to be of the number. 

No polite nation has ever been more egregioufly 
faulty in mixing truth with fiftion; and yet they feem 
to have thought no nation fit to treat of hiftory, but 
themfelves. Diodorus Siculus, in writing of the Egyp- 
tians and Chaldeans, never mentions Berofus and Ma- 
netho, preferring his own crude indigeftions, to any 
thing in thefe authors. And with regard to Aflyria^ 
inftead of reforting to fuch as might truly inform him, 
he takes Ctefias for his guide, a moft fabulous writer: 
but, being a Greek, he was preferred by the vain par- 
tiality of his countrymen, and his hiftory has had the 
good fortune of reaching our times, while others have 
(uffered the fate which Ctefias and Diodorus more iuftly 
deferred. 

Among thofe great and powerful nations which once 
exifted, and arc now no more, we reckon the Aflyrians, 
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babylonians, and Lydians- Their records and their hif- * 
torians have long fmce been annihilated. The Greeks 
never took the trouble to make themfelves acquainted 
with the genuine particulars of their hiftory; and no 
other nation, the Jews excepted, can tell us any thing 
about them. Hence we make no account of the com- 
mon hiftories of thefe nations, and particularly of the 
Aflyrians. Some of the beft chronologers have been 
driven to miferable (hifts to make out their different fyf- 
tems. But as our defign is to (hew they have been all 
milled, fome few excepted, we fliall take little or no no- 
tice of {heir lucubrations. 


Table of the Succefftom of the AJJyrtan Kings^ according to 
Eufibius and Syncellus. 


According to Eufebius. 


Hr * ^ Ht ^ 

Years. 

* 

I Ninus reigned - 

■ 5 ^ 

2 Semiramis 

- 42 

3^ameis, or Ninyas 

38 

4 Arius - - . 

- 3 ^ 

5 Aralius 

- 40 

6 Xerxes, or Baleus 

- 30. 

7 Armamitres 

- 38 

8 Belochus 

“ 3 S 

9 BaTaeus 

- 52 

lo Altadas 

32 

11 Mamitus 

3 *^ 

12 Manchaleus 

- 32 

13 ypherus 

20 

14 Mamitus 

30 

1 5 Sparetus 

40 

ID Aftacadis 

40 

17 Amyntes 

4 S 

1 8 Belochus (C) 



(D) 


According to Syncelliia. 



Years- 

1 Belusjeigned 

5S 

2 Ninus 

52 

3 Semiramis 

- 42 

4 Ninyas, or Zames 

- 38 

5 Arius 

33 

6 Aralius 

40 

7 Xerxes 

30 

8 Armamithres 

- 38 

9 Belochus 

35 

10 Balaus 

52 

II Sethos 

32 

12 Mamythns 

- 30 

13 Afehalius 

. 23 

14 Sphxrus 

22 

1 5 Mamylus 

- 30 

16 Sparthaeus 

- 42 

17 Afeatades 

38 

18 Amyntes 

■ 45 

1 9 Belochus 

^5 

19 Bel- 


(C) Or Bolochus ; he had a 
daughter called Atofa, as alfo 
Semiramis, who reigned with 
him twelve years. 

(D) Bion and Alexander Po- 
lyhiftor divide this feries of 
kings into two dynaflies, which 
we have diftinguifhed by this 
chafrn. Belochus, who £• 


nilhes this dynafty, is called by 
the fame authors Belleus the 
Dercetad i and in him, fa^ 
they, the race of Semiramis 
became exiindt ; when Belc- 
taras, Beletores, or Betleparesi 
the king’s gardener, in a moll 
extraordinary manner, feized 
on the empire for himfelf, and, 
eft»- 
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According to Eufebius. According to Syncellin* 


19 Bcllepares 

Years. 
- 30 

20 Lamprides 

- - 32 

2 1 Soiares 

20 

22 Lampares 

- 30 

23 Panyas 

45 

24 Sofarmus 

19 

25 Mitreus 

^7 

26 Tautanes (E) 

32 

27 Teuteus 

40 


• • 

^ ^ 

>k * 

• « 

* Ht 

« « « 

* ♦ 


Years* 


20 Belatores - - jo 

2 1 Lamprides - - 30 

22 Sofares - - 20 

23 Lamphraes - - 30 

24 Panyas - - 45 

25 Sofarmus . - 22 

26 Mithraus - - 27 

27 Teutamus, or Tautanes 32 

28 TeutECUs - - 44 

29 Arabelus - - 42 

30 Chalaus - *■ 43 

31 Anebus - - 38 

32 Babios (F) - - 37 


28 Thinaeua 


cftablifhed the fucceflion in his 
own family, till it, at laft, fell 
under bardanapalus. The firft 
dynafty of tbefe kidgs, then, 
ending with Belochus, muftbe 
called Dercetadae, from Der- 
ceto, the mother of Seniira- 
iiiis (i), 

(E) According to Eufebius, 
under this king Troy was ta- 
ken. 

(F) Though Syncellus feems 
to agree with Eufebius, as to 
the reign of the king who was 
on the throne of Altyria when 
Troy was taken, he brings 
that event down to this reign. 
He obferves, that this king 
was by the Greeks called Ti- 
thon,* the father of that Mem- 
non, who was fent an auxi- 
liary againft the Greeks, and 
fell by the hand of Achilles. 
He tells us the copy of a let- 
ter from Priam to him was 
handed about in his time ; and 
nilfo, that he was called Tau- 
tanes the Second. This ftory 
18 borrowed from Ctefias, who 
calls this king Teutamus, with 
Syncellus, but makes him a 


diftlnft perfon from Tithoii 
the father of Memnon. This 
romantic author (Ctefias) tells 
us, he fent ten thoufand E- 
thiopians, with as many Su- 
fians, people widely dilil'^»:r^ 
from each other, together with 
two hundred chariots, to the 
afliflance of king Priam, who 
was his tributary, Tithon, 
according to this fame author, 
was at that time governor of 
Pcrfia, in high favour with the 
king ; and his fon Memnon, 
who commanded thefe auxili- 
ary forces, was then in the 
flower of his days, and had 
built a palace in the callle of 
Sufa, which retained the name 
of Memnonia to the limes of 
the Perflans ; and had paved a 
ublic way, which preferved 
is name many ages after- 
wards. But it feems the E- 
thlopians next to Egypt de- 
nied all this flory ; and pre- 
tended Memnon was their coun- 
trjMnan, and made fliew of his 
palace, which, in our author’s 
days, they continued to call 
Memnonia. More is faid in 


(1} Diodi Sic. Ub. ii. 


contradiftlon 
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According to Eufebius. 

Years. 

According to Syncellus* 

Yean* 

28 Thinseua 

- 30 

* * * * * 

* 

29 Derciliis 

40 

34 Dercylus 

40 

30 Eupales 

38 

35 Enpacmes 

48 

3 1 Laofthenea 

- 45 

36 Laofthenea 

4 S 

32 Pyriatides 

30 

37 Pertiadea 

30 

33 Ophrateus • 

• 20 

38 OphrataeuB 

21 

34 Ophratenes 

- 50 

39 Ephecerea 

s» 

35 Ocrazapes 

36 Tonos Concoleros, 

by the Greeks, 

1 '' 

40 Acraganes 

41 Thonos Concoleros 

4 » 

Sard^napalus 

Total 

J 

- 1240 

Total - 

1460 


A Table of the Succejftons of the AJfyrtan Klngs^ according U 
the Canon of Scripture, and as they Jiand in this Hijhry, 


According to Scripture. 

1 Pul. 

2 Tiglathpilefer. 
Shalmanefer. 

4 D*bnnacherib, 
c Aflar-haddon. 

* ^^ * *, * # 

****** 

****** 


Accordiug to this hiAory. 

1 Pul. 

2 Tiglathpilefar. 

3 Shalmanefer. 

4 Sennacherib* 

AflTar-haddon* 

6 Saofducheus, or Nabucha* 
• donofor. 

7 Chyuiladan, or Sarac. 


The two lifts, which form this firft table, are derived, Thefirft 
notwithftanding the variations in fhem, from one formed table, 
by Ctefias, who concluded his hiftory of the Aflyrians 
with a lift of kings from Ninus to Artaxerxes Caftor 
copied them, who was again copied by Eufebius ^ \ and 
Eufebius begins, as Ctefias had taught him, with Ninus, 
while Syncellus, on the other hand, begins with Belus, 
and aftigns him a reign of fifty-five years, though Caftor 
whom in this he follows, declares the length of Belus’s 
reign to be uncertain. But this is not the only difference 
between them ; Syncellus has in his lift four kings, which 
are wanting in that of Eufebius, and which are no-where 

e Phot. Biblior. p, 134.. Tmemat. 7Z. Diod. Sicul. lib. xiv* 
f Vide Marfliam, Can. Chron. fecni. 17, de Regib. Aflyr. 

% Apud SynceLbtp. 206, 

contradiftlon to Ctefias’s ftory: head; and therefore drop the 
but ive may perhaps have an- fubjedt for the prefent. 
ticipated too much upon this 

elfe 
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clfe to be met with : whence this difference might arife^ 
we fhall forbear to inquire ; and the rather, as we fhall 
endeavour to deflroy the whole fcheme on both fideS } 
but firft we would obferve, that Syncellus exceeds all the 
reft in the number of years he allows for the duration df 
the Aflyrian monarchy; for while St. Auguftin** allows it 
but 1305, Caftor 1280, Eufebius 1240, Velleius 1070, 
Syncellus gives it 1460, therein greatly exceeding his ori- 
ginal author Ctefias, and his two tranferibers Diodorus 
and Trogusj who mention but about 1300. 

Since therefore thefe computations are primarily borrowed 
from Ctefias, and lengthened and fliortened apparently to 
the fancy of the feveral writers his fucceffors, it will be 
abfolutely neceffary for us to inquire what foundation he 
builds upon ; and whether his fuperftrufture be raifed 
upon truth or fallliood. Ariftotle, who was almoft his 
contemporary, declsfres him a WTiter unworthy of credit ; 
and whoever perufes his Indica, muft immediately con- 
clude him to have been a man of no fmcerity : Ariftotle 
was not the only writer of the ancients that has declared 
againft him ; nor are his Indica the only proof we ha^. 
that he was a fabulous writer, as may be gathered from 
what is to follow. 

Were his charafler much better eflablifhed than it ivS, 
his lift of the Affyrian kings vi^ould be no proof of the du- 
ration of that empire ; nothing being eaficr than to invent 
names, and to add what lengths of reign w'e pleafe to 
etlablifti ^ ; efpecially for a man who pretends aftually to 
Jiave feen fuch things in India as never were, and never 
can be. The queftion might naturally enough be afked, 
Might not Ctefias as well forge his Aftyrian hiftory, as 
create the number of monfters he talks of in India ? And 
might not we as juftly fufpeft him of falftiood, when he 
pretends to have compiled his hiftory from original re- 
cords, as when he gravely avers to have been an ey^e-wit- 
nefs of what no mortal can believe ? 

This queftion may be the more pertinently alked, as both 
his relation of the Indies, and his hiftory of the AlTyrians, 
are equally marvellous, and equally impoffible. Who catt 
fee Ninus at the head of millions of men, at a time when 
the earth muft have been but thinly inhabited ; when man- 
kind muft hafe been a good deal in a ftatc of fimplicity 
and nature ; who can read this afleriion, without arraign- 

»» De Civit. Dei. lib. xviii. cap. so, l Dtfpin'fi Hiftor, 

j^iblioUd. des Uift9r» p. aB<|i 


ing 
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ijig the hiftorian of falfliood and forgery? Or who can 
perufe his hiftory of Semiramis ; her mighty valour and 
heroic deeds at the age of twenty, or thereabouts ; her 
two millions of men employed in the building of Babylon ; 
her three hundred thoufand Ikins of black oxen, made up 
in the form of elephants, and other things of this nature ; 
and not conclude, that what contained it was no genuine 
hiftory, but a moft barefaced romance ? In a word, his 
Aflyrian hiftory, as it ftands in the next fe£lion, is moft 
evidently calculated to aftonifli and amaze, and to ftrain 
credulity beyond all poITible bounds. 

. What particularly argues his lift of the AfTyrian kings 
of the grofleft forgery, is, that it is a medley of Greek, 
Perfian, Egyptian, and other names. Sphzerus, Lam- 
prides, Laofthenes, Dercylus, are Greek names, and very 
common. Amyntas Is the name of a king of Macedon ; 
Arius is the name of a king of Sparta, riritiades is re- 
gularly, as ftiould feem, formed from pyritis, a medicinal 
herb, which Ctefias, as a phyfician, muft have been well 
acijuainted with. Xerxes, Armamithres, Mithrseus, are 
^ J\’iTian names. Sofarmus, according to himfelf, is the 
name of a king of the Medes, which how it ftiould have 
happened, may not be fo very unaccountable, confidering 
the empire pafTed from the Affyrians to the Medes ; but 
bow Sethos, the name of an Egyptian king, ftiould alfo 
have been the name of an Aflyrian, is what wc are wholly 
at a lofs to comprehend. Nothing is more obvious to thofe 
who have dipt into genuine hiftory, than the wide differ- 
ence between the Aflyrian and the Pei flan names ; and the 
ftill v/idet difference between both and the Greek 5 fo that 
nothing can be faid in his behalf, except that he tranflat- 
cd fome of the original names-, though this is abfoluLcly 
falfe, as he is confclTedly fo ignorant in this particular, 
that be had even no knowlegc of the Aflyrian names, 
how they were pronounced, or uttered; fo far was he 
from knowing how they \yere compounded, and wlicnce 
they were formed ; a moft glaring inftance of which will 
be feen in the fequel. 

The great antiquity of ihe Airyrlan empire may alfo fe 
urged againft Ctefias, ami particularly as be writes in di- 
red oppofition to the Scripture. Ninus, accorJIiig to 
him, muft have reigned before the days of Arahnni, and 
conquered rcrfia, Media, Egypt, Aflyrin, aiid all Aiia.; 
and his wife Semirainis, bis immediate fuccLflbr. aiJcls 
Libya and Ethiopia to her dominions. But he bnn^^s no 
VoL. III. Z C. 'lateral 
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collateral proofs of all thefc events 5 and the books of 
Mofes fay not a word of the matter. According to Scrip- 
ture, the Canaanites were under their own kings or pa- 
' triarchs many ages after Abraham ; the Moabites, the 
Ammonites, the Midianites, the Edomites, the Amalek- 
ites, the Philiftines, were fubjeft to no foreign yoke, and 
free from flrange lords, till they began to be perfecuted by 
the fword of Ifrael. Egypt feemingly enjoyed a profound 
peace, apprehenfive of no danger from without, till Sen- 
nacherib, bent upon eftabliftiing and enlarging his empire, 
moved towards Egypt with defign to invade it. In proof 
of all this, we need only refer to the hiftories of ^hefe nV 
tions in the former part of this work. It appears then, 
that no Affyrian enemy was in thefe parts for many ages 
after the pretended dates of Ninus and Semiramis 5 and 
that all Syria and Mefopotamia were free alfo from any 
fubjeftion to Aflyria, may be as plainly proved. 

Tht fecond Having endeavoured to dcftroy the credit of Ctefias, 
tabUn and therewith the fir ft table of the Aflyrian kings from 
Eufebius and Syncellus, we will proceed to fettle the chro- 
nology of the Aflyrian empire, by taking into confidftf*'’. 
tion the fecond table. By the hiftory of Syria, and the 
neighbouring countries, it appears, the Aflyrians had no 
power in the weftern parts of Afia till the reign of PUl, 
who made his firft appearance on this fide the Euphrates, 
in the decline of the kingdom of Damafcus ; what they 
had before that time done in the Eaft, docs no where ap- 
pear; but that the foundations of the monarchy were laid 
by Pul, or fome near predeceflbr of his, by conquefts 
nearer home, is not to be doubted. The Aflyrian mo- 
narchy cannot be dated much farther back than the days 
of Menahem ; and this pofition is not only to be demon- 
ftrated by Scripture, and Ptolemy's Attronomical Canon ; 
but alfo by feveral of the molt unexceptionable profane 
writers. 

Herodotus, that venerable ami much injured hiftorian,' 
obfcrves, that the Aflyrians had been mailers of the Up- 
per Afia five hundred and twenty years, when the Medes 
threw off their yoke; and that the empire of the latter 
fubfifted no longer than one hundred and fifty years, in- 
clufive of t\\§ twenty-eight years, during which the Scy- 
thians ruled Afia. Thefe two fums, added together, 
amount to Gi hundred and feventy years, for the whole 
duration of the two monarchies of the Aflyrians and 
Medcs ; M^hich being added to the epoch of Cyrus before 

Chrift, 
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Chrift, which is univerfally ftated at five hundred and fif- 
ty-nine years, will make one thoufand two hundred and 
twenty-nine, the whole interval between the firft rife of the 
AjITyrian monarchy and the birth of Chrift, which cuts off 
about a thoufand years from the common profane accounts ; 
though it will exceed the sera of Nabonaflarby four hun- 
dred and fifty-eight years ; and therefore Herodotus’s 
numbers, as they ftand with us, are doubtlefs too long, 
though ib much fliort of thofe of Ctefias, and his fol- 
lowers. But, by the way, we would add, that Herodotus’s 
computation is not above two hundred years later than 
the day* of Chuftian-Rilhathaim, king of Mefopotamia, or 
Aram-Naharaim, who kept the children of Ifrael in lub- 
jeftion for the fpace of eight years, till they were deliver- 
ed from him by Othniel. In what fenfe this Chuflian- 
Rifliathaim may have been confulered as an Aflyrian, we 
take not upon us to fay ; but it is certain that he was not, 
properly fpeaking, of that nation, becaufe he is in Scrip- 
ture called a Mefopotamian ; and therefore we might with 
equal juftice call Chedorlaomer an Aflyrian, though he 
' ^;:prefly faid to have been an Elamite or Perfian •, and 
this care in the hiftorian, thus to diftinguifh the men, who 
from the beginning, made inroads upon the countries on 
this fide the Euphrates, exprefly faying the firft was an 
Elamite, the fecond a Mefopotamian, and calling Pul an 
Aflyrian, leaves us no room to imagine, that the two 
former were kings of Aflyria. 

We cannot pretend to fix the exa£I oera of the Aflyrian p/* 
monarchy, except we do it relatively to ourfelves in the 
weftern parts ; and in that cafe wc muft compute from the 
year of Pul’s firft appearance on this fide of the Euphrates, 
which was about the fecond year of Menahem, twenty- 
four years before the aera of Nabonaflar, one thoufand 
five hundred and feventy-feven years after the flood, and 
feven hundred and feventy-one years before Chrift. 

Thus- far it is no difficult matter to afeertain the begin- 
ning of this empire. Its end may perhaps be more nearly 
fixed, though that is what we cannot fettle beyond all 
poffibility of dlfpute. The texts of Scripture, which give 
us fo near a profpefl: of its beginning, and relates fome of 
the remarkable tranfaflions of five of it* moft potent 
princes, drop us on a fudden ; fo that we are obliged to refqrt 
to the Apocrypha, and Ptolemy’s Canon, for the fucceflbrl 
of the great Efar-Haddon. The book of Judith correfponds 
fo exadly with Herodotus, in what he fays of the war 

Z 2 between 
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between the declining Aflyrians, and the rlfing Medes, 
that we think ourfclves fufficiently warranted to credit his 
narration , ahd feeing the reign of Nabuchadonofor moft 
naturally coincides with that of Saofducheus, we have 
ventured to pronounce them to have been one aild the 
fame king: as for Sarac,* which name we borrow from 
Polyhiftor and whom we alfo call Chyniladon and Sar- 
danapalus, from a fimilitudc of his ftory and unhappy 
end in the fame hiftorian, with what is related thereof by 
Ctefias, we muft confefs ourfelves in the dark, as we may 
note hereafter in the body of our AlTyrian hi dory. In the 
mean time it may be objedhed to us,, that Polyhiftor is a 
follower of Ctefias, and as fuch we have confidered him ^ 
but we anfwer, with Sir Ifaac Newton^, that there may 
be fomething of truth at the bottom of the Ctefian hiftory, 
as there is fometimes in romances ; as that Nineveh was 
deftroyed by the Medes and Babylonians. But whence it is^ 
that we have no fuch name as Sarac in the Nabonaflaran 
Canon, we {ball here forbear to enquire, as we may 
have a more convenient opportunity of offering our con- 
jectures concerning him, when we come to the hiftory of 
his reign j and therefore, fince nothing pofitive can be*^- 
certained, as to this laft ftage of the Affyrian monarchy, 
we here conclude this feCtioiii 


SECT. IV. 

The Hiftory of Affyria^ according to Qeftas of Cnidos^ 
and his Followers. 


A LTHOUGH we have condemned Ctefias^s hiftory of 
this country as forgery and falfhood, yet, as it has been 
fo long received for truth, by moft of the wifeft and mofl 
fagacious hiftorians and chroriologers, and, as we may 
fay, from all antiquity admitted into the body of hiftory, 
we are under an indifpenfable obligation of producing it 
here, as it is with great folemnity, and all pDflible confi- 
dence, handed down to usi Ninus, a prince of martial 
genius, and immenfe ambition, refolved to make a con- 
queft of the nations round about, and ereCl an empire 
over them ; with this view he affemblcd together the moft 


X A pud Syncel lus. 
amended, page 167. 


r Chronol. of Antient Kingdomi 
robuft 
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robuft of the youth in his dominions, diligently trained 
them up to the exercifc of arms, inured them to hardfhip 
and labour, and fitted them for war 
. Being now in a condition to execute his ambitious de- 
fign, but apprehending he might be flopped in his career 
by the Arabians, whom alone he dreaded, as a bold and 
refolute people, jealous and tenacious of their liberty, he 
entered into a league with Ari^eus their king ; whereby, if 
he did not obtain his immediate afliftarice, he might, at 
leafl, fccurc his neutrality and connivance. But Ariieus 
joined him, and marched with him into Babylonia. The 
city of Babylon, fo famous flnce, was not at that time in 
being *, though the province itfelf abounded in cities, 
whofe inhabitants, unihilled in the arts of defence, fell 
an eafy prey to the afpiring Ninus, who impofed on them 
an annual tribute; and carried away their king, and all 
his children, whom he afterwards put to death. He then 
fell upon Armenia with irrefiftible force, bore down all 
before him, and flruck fuch terror into the hearts of the 
inhabitants, that their king Barzanes himfelf waited on the 
v:c:^queror with rich gifts, and made fubmiflion to him ; 
which had this effea, that Ninus courteoufly left him in 
pofleiEon of his kingdom of Armenia ; but upon this con- 
dition, that he Ihould be his vaflal, and ferve him in his 
wars, whenever called upon for that purpofe. Encouraged 
thus to proceed, he made an attempt upon Media, and 
attacked its king Pharnus, though at the head of a 
powerful army, which he defeated, and cut in pieces, 
taking the king himfelf prifoner, together with his wife 
and feven children, whom he crucified. 

And now he refolved to make himfelf maftcr of all 
Afia between the Tanais and the Nile : that he might, 
with the more fafety, enter upon this enterprize, he com- 
mitted to an intimate friend the government of his new 
Conquefl| Media, while he himfelf marched againlk 
the other provinces of Afia, which, in feventeen years 
time, he reduced, Baflria and India excepted, The num- 
ber of the nations he fubdued, are no where fpecified, 
nor the battles he fought by any one deferibed and enu- 
merated ; but we are told, that he made himfelf maftcr of 
the fca-coafts, as well as of the inland parts, conquering His con- 
Egypt, Phoenice, Coelefyria, Cilicia, Pamphilia, Lycia, 

Caria, Phrygia, Myfia, Lydia, Troas, and Phrygia upon 

* Apud Diod, Sicul. Bibliot. Hillor. lib,u. p. 50—95. 
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the Hellcfpont, the Propontis, Bithynia, Cappadocia, to- 
gcther with the barbarous nations from Pontus to the Ta- 
nais: the Caddufians, Tapyrians, Hyrcanians, Dacians, 
Derbicians, Carmanians, Choramneans, Borchanians, and 
Parthians, not excepting Perfia, the Sufiana, and what 
was called Cafpiana, which he penetrated by the pafles 
called the Cafpian Streights. Other nations of lefs ac- 
count he now fubdued, but found it imprafticable to 
make any efFeftual impreffion on the Baftrians, who were 
fecured by the difficulty of their paffes, and the numbers 
of their hardy warriors ; and therefore he deferred his 
war with them, till he ftiould be better aflured of making 
his attempt withfuccefs. 

Leading his army back again into his own country 
(Syria, as it is called), he determined to raife himfelf as 
great a name for his magnificence at home, as he hoped 
he ftiould enjoy for his warlike exploits abroad ; and, with 
this defign, marked out a fpot of ground whereon to ereft 
a city, which, for extent and ftatelinefs, ftiould not only 
far furpafs all that had ever before been in the world, but 
alfo be fuch as ftiould, with the greateft difficulty, 
equalled by any other prince in ages to come. Havfhg 
difmifled tne Arabian king, who had followed him in his 
wars, with high honours, and noble gifts, and having got 
a multitude of hands about him, and amalTed a treafure 
proportionable to his undertaking, he laid the founda- 
tions of his intended city, which rofe to that ftupendous 
degree of grandeur, as was never after beheld in any city 
whatfoever. This city, which he honoured with his 
name, Ninus (Nineveh), he gave for a poflelfion to the 
moll eminent of the Aflyrians, with liberty, at the fame 
time, for thofe of any other nation to fettle thercj adding 
to it a large territory. 

This work being difpatched, in what fpaceof time we 
are not told, Ninus took the field again, to fubdue the 
Ba£trlans, whom he had left unconquered ; and, though 
in this expedition fuccefs and triumph crowned his en- 
deavours, it is for nothing more remarkable than for his 
marriage with Semiramis ; which leads us to fay fome- 
thing of the obfeurity of her birth, and the fublimity of 
her elevation. Her birth and extraftion were undoubtedly 
more than merely mortal; for fhe fprangfrom a goddefs, 
Derceto by name, who had a temple erefted to her near 
a fiftiy lake, not far from Afcalon in Syria, and was re- 
prefented as half a womanj and half a fifti, upon the fol- 
lowing 
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lowing remarkable occafion : this goddefs is faid to have 
laboured under the difpleafure of Venus, who, to punifh 
her, caufed her to full in love with a youth, who, among 
others, happened to be offering facrifice to her; conceiv- 
ing by him, the was delivered of a daughter; but, 
afhamed of her guilt, and defirous to conceal it, Ihe mur- 
dered the youth, and expofed the infant among the rocka 
of a defert, and, overwhelmed with grief and difhonour, 
threw herfelf headlong into the lake, and became a fifli. 

The unhappy infant was miraculoufly fullained and nou- 
riftied by a flock of doves or pigeons (P), which kept her 
warm with their wings, and fed her with milk from the 
neighbouring cottages : when at a year old, the child re- 
quired a more fubllantialfood, they were obferved to fup- 
ply her with cheefe. The neighbouring Ihepherds having 
thus difeovered the child, took her home with them, and 
fent to the chief of the king’s fliepherds, Simma by 
name, who being childlefs, adopted her, and called her 
Semiramis, borrowed from a word in the Syriac tongue, 
fignifying doves or pigeons^ which the Syrians ever after- 
wards adored as divinities. 

She grew up, and, as fhe far exceeded all of her fex hmarrud^ 
for wit and beauty, no wonder flie captivated the heart of 
one Menon, who was fent to furvey the king’s cattle, 
though at the fame time no*lefs than chief of his mailer’s 
council, and governor of all Syria. Menon had fight of 
the divine Semiramis at Simma’s houfe ; and, not without 
great difficulty, obtained her confent, conduced her to 
Nineveh, where he married her*, and had two fons by 
her, Hypates and Hydafpes In fhort, Ihe governed 

her hulhand, who did nothing but by her advice, and with 
her participation, and grew into great fame for wifdom. 

Having thus introduced Semiramis, we muft now leave 
her for a while, to follow Ninus in his Baclrian war. 

That prince, fenfiblc he had a talk of the greateft difficulty 

(PJ Hence it (hould feem, fulnefs of the contrary (i). 
that Afcalon was remarkable (Q^) Thefe are the Greek 
for flocks of pigeons, not only in names, void of all affinity with 
the roads and fields, but about any names, either Afly nan or 
every houfe; vi'bich the people Babylonian, Hydafpes was, 
here religiouflyabflained from, according to the LXX, the 
on^ account ot an ancient tra- name of a river not far from 
dition concerning the unlaw- the Tigris and Euphrates. 

(0 Philo, apudEufeb. Prnpar, Evang. lib, vUi. pi 
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to accompliflii made choice of the ableftand floutefl: men 
in all his dominions. He aflembled an army confifting of 
one million feven hundred thoufand foot, above two hun- 
dred and tin thoufand horfe, and no lefs than ten thou- 
fand fjx liundred feythed chariots. Our author tells u6, 
thefe numbers may feem incredible; but that we fliall 
think them nothing, if we confider the vaft extent of Afia; 
and cfnecially if we, at the fame time, call to mind the 
eight hundred thoufand men Darius led againll the kScy- 
thians, and the iiumberlefs army that followed Xerxes 
into Greece ; incidents of late tranfadtion, which every 
body ill his time, in a manner, knew. ^ 

Having by ^lus, and other arguments and examples 
of the fame kind, endeavoured to furmount the incre- 
dibility that might ilart up to the difadvantage of this part 
of his hiftory, he proceeds to tell us, that Ninus, as he 
advanced towards the ftreights and pafl'es into Baftria, was 
obliged to divide his army into two or three columns j 
and thus he made his way into the enemies country. 

Batlria was, even in thofe days, adorned with many 
large and noble cities : the capital was called by the name 
of Baftra ; and Oxyartes w^as king. This monarch af- 
fcmbled an army of four hundred thoufand men, with 
whom he marched towards the pafles which gave admlf- 
fion into his country, and quietly fuffered Ninus to enter 
with part of his army; but, perceiving their numbers to 
fwell confiderably, he fell on them in the plain and ob- 
tained a complete viftory. Thus was Ninus repulfcd by 
the Batlrians, with the lofs of one hundred thoufand 
men ; but he had his turn of conqueft, overpow^ered the 
Bafti'ianwdth numbers, and broke and dlfperfed his army, 
which ran to the cities to defend them againft the in- 
vader. Ninus afterwards reduced all the cities andftrong 
holds i but the city and fortrefs of Baftra itfelf, fuftained 
a long and tedious ficge. 

During this ficge, Semiramis’s fond hufband, then at-» 
tending the king, was feized with an impatient defre to 
fee his wife ; and, fending for her, flie, as defirous to dif^ 
play the fuperiority of her underftanding, and other ex- 
cellencies, as her hufband was of her company, fet out 
for the camp, in a habit fu prudently contrived, as at once 
to preferve her beauty and conceal her fex, and at the 
fame time to be fit for agility and aftion ; a mode of 
drefs which fo captivated the ifaiicy, that the Medcs arc 
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faid to have aflumed it when their empire was eftabllflied 
and the Perfians alfo. 

She no fooner arrived before Baftria, than flie made 
remarks on their manner of condudding the fiege ; and 
particularly took" notice, that they amufcd thcmfelves 
■with affaulting the weakeft places, and never thought 
of making an effort upon the citadel, and other parts 
of more ftrength, >vhich therefore the befieged neg- 
ledted. In confequcncc of this obfervacion, fhe choic a 
party of men dextrous at climbing, and with thefe got 
pofTeffion of part of the citadel. Then fhe made fignal to 
the Affyrians to give the affauit in that quarter, and the 
city, being thus thrown into the greateft confufion, was 
immediately reduced, 

Ninus, aftoniftied at this adfion, at firR rewarded her as Nmus f{rfi 
flie deferved, and prefently fell a Have to her irrefiftible ffniiitn 
beauty, endeavouring by all means to perfuade her buf- 
band to furreiider her up to him, and particularly tempt- 
ing him with the promife of giving him his daughter So- 
fana in marriage ; but this offer making no imprefllon on 
him, Ninus changed his tone, and threatened to deprive 
him of his eyes; Menon thus menaced, was feized with 
fuch a tit of rage and defpair, that he immediately dif- 
patched himfclf } and Ninu§ becoming pofleifed of the in* 
comparable Semiramis, advanced her to the imperial dig- Marries 
nity. 

Ninus, now lord of Bacfra, returned with immenfe 
fpoil, particularly of gold and filvgr ; and fome time after- 
wards had a fon by Semiramis, called Ninyas, whom, at Has afon 
his death, he committed to the care of his wife, appoint- h 
ing her regent of the empire. She depofited her hufhand 
in the palace, and raifed over him a mount of earth of 
wonderful dimcnfions, no lefs than nine ftadia in height, 
and ten in breadth (Pi), confpicuous over all the plain, 
where the city of Nineveh ftood, which it long furvived, 
remaining a ftupendous monument many ages after the 
fubverfioii of the empire. 

Semiramis, as may be gathered from what has been Semira^ 
faid before, was a woman of an afpiring mind, and im- mis's cha^ 
menfe ambition, and now thought of nothing lefs than 
cclipfing her hufband’s glory : to which end {he deter- ReiUw ts 
mined to ereft a city in the province of Babylon ; made 

(R) Or a mile and a quar- the fame rule it muff have been 
icr, allowing eight ffadia or a mile and half a quarter in 
furlongs to the mile. Aiid by height, 


incredible 
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incredible preparations, and aflembled two millions of 
men to afTift in the work. This city was divided by the 
Euphrates, and flie furrounded it with a wall of three hun* 
dred and fixty lladia in circuit, of fuch thicknefs, that fix 
chariots might drive a-breaft thereon, i^nd of height be- 
yond imagination, no lefs than fifty orgyas, or fathoms, 
and adorned with two hundred and fifty turrets, in due 
and proper proportion, the whole a folid body of brick 
cemented together with bitumen ; and between this wall 
and the houfes was left a fpace of two phletra, or two 
hundred feet. 

That this enormous city might be crefted with the dif- 
patch her impatience required, fhe allotted a fpbt of a 
furlong, to as many of her truftieft friends as the great- 
nefs of the furface required ; afiigning to each every thing 
that was necefl'ary for the undertaking ; by which means, 
though fhe allowed no more than the fliort fpace of a year 
for the completion of the whole, her commands were 
punctually obeyed. She highly approved of the work, 
and, to join the divided parts of the city, fhe ordered a 
bridge, which was as ftrongly built, as artfully contrived, 
and as beautifully adorned, as any that ever appeared in 
the world. The ftones of it were firmly clamped together 
with iron, and the paflage over was on a floor of cedar, 
cyprefs, and palm-trees; but the breadth of it, feemingly 
too fmall for the length, which was five ftadia, amounted 
to no more than thirty feet, On each fide of the river fhe 
raifed a wharf, or key, of the breadth of the walls, and 
a hundred ftadia in length ; and at each end of the 
bridge fhe erefted two palaces, whence fhe might recipro- 
cally furvey and awe both parts of the city. The Eu- 
phrates pafling through the midft of Babylon, from north 
to fouthj thefe two palaces flood the one to the call, the 
other to the welt; both of them exceedingly fumptuous 
and magnificent. The weftern was furrounded by a lofty 
wall of brick, full fixty ftadia in circuit, within which 
was a fccond, wrought and adorned with figures, as it 
were from the very life, fo curioufly were they formed, 
and fo naturally coloured. This magnificent wall was 
forty ftadia in circumference, three hundred bricks thick, 
fifty fathom high, and thereon were raifed towers of 
feventy fathom in height. Within this there was a third 
wall, or inclofure, far furpafilng the fecond in height and 
breadth \ on which, and its towers, were reprefented all 
manner of living creatures; more efpecially a great hunt- 
ing of all kinds of wild beafts, each fqur cubits in height. 
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and upwards; inthemldft of which appeared Semiramis 
herfelf, mounted on a fteed, killing a leopard, and her 
hufband Ninus, in clofe combat with a lion, whom he 
pierced with a lance. To this palace there belonged three 
gates, under which were rooms of brafs, for the celebra- 
tion of feftivals, and thefe were opened by a mechanical 
contrivance. 

This palace far exceeded that on the other fide of the 
river, both for dimenfion and magnificence; for the outer- 
moft wall of this was no more in circumference than the 
innermoft wall of the former ; and for decoration, the 
whole was much inferior to what we have defcribed. So 
our auftior tells us, though with fome feeming inconfift- 
encVi when in the fame breath he informs us, thatbefides 
the brazen ftatues of Ninus, Semiramis, their great offi- 
cers, and Jupiter, whom the Babylonians called Belus, 
there were not only whole armies drawn up in battalia, 
but likewife the reprefentation of various kinds of hunt- 
ing, to the great delight and fatisfadion of the beholder- 

All this work being completed, Semiramis funk a vaft Thi taht 
lake; each fide whereof was three hundred ftadla in Jbe dug* 
length, the whole lined with brick ftrongly cemented with 
bitumen, and no lefsthan thirty-five feet in depth. This 
lake was funk on purpofe to receive the waters of the Eu- 
phrates, which fhe diverted, while fhe erefted a covered 
paffage, or vault, acrofs the bottom of the river, whereby 
to have communication between her two oppofite palaces. 

This vault was twenty bricks thick, twelve feet high, and 
fifteen broad : a work finiflied within the fpace of two 
hundred and fixty days, when the river was again reftored 
to its ancient courfe and liberty. At the ends of this 
vault (he had brazen gates, which continued, fay they, 
to the time of the Perfian conqueft. 

In the midft of the city (he built a temple to Jupiter 7hetempU 
Belus, concerning which our author has nothing particu- of Belui* 
lar to relate, except that it mull have been of a furprifing 
height; that, like the reft of the city, it was built of 
brick and bitumen ; and that, on the top of it, Semiramis 
placed three ftatues of beaten gold, reprefenting Jupiter, 

Juno, and Rhea. The ftatue of Jupiter was upright, and, 
as it were, walking; forty feet high, and weighing a thou- 
fand talents of Babylon : the ftatue of Rhea was of the 
fame weight, and fat on a golden throne, with lions 
(landing at each knee, and near them two very great fer- 
pents of filver, weighing thirty talents a-piece : the ftatue 
of Jiinowas ere(ft, and weighed eight hundred talents, 
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fhC| wuh her right hand, grafped a ferpent by the hcad| 
and, in her left, held a fceptre enriched with gems- 
Thefc deities had a table, or altar, common to the three, 
madic of beaten gold, forty feet in length, and fifteen ip. 
breach h, weighing five hundred talents. On this table 
f:C L! two flagons, or goblets, of thirty talents weight, 
:iiul ni.ar them two cenfers, weighing five hundred ta- 
IciiiSLach; as alfo three drinking bowls, or vafes, of 
M'hich that dedicatetl to Jupiter weighed twelve hundred 
talents of Babylon (S). 

Bu'iIJs fe- Babylon was not the only city raifed by Semiramls, flic 
wrairjifj> built feveral others on the banks of the Tigris', ami the 
Euphrates, for the fake of coirimerce and communication 
with the remote parts of her empire, and to exalt the 
majefty of the great capital; which ihe farther dlllin- 
Hsrohelijk, guiflied by a mofi: extraordinary ubclifk, hewn out of the 
mountains of Armenia, an hundred and twentyTivc feet 
high, five broad, and five thick. This fhc removed from its 
native place, by multitudes of oxen and afTes ; thence 
fliipping it on the river, conveyed it to Babylon, and 
creeled it in a remarkable part of the neighbourhood of 
this city : it is by our author reckoned one of the fevtn 
wonders of the world. 

Wars upon Semiramis, having finifiied„all thefc works, put hcrfelf 
thsMctia. at the head of a vaft army, and marched into Media; 

where (he encamped near a mountain called Bagiflan, and 
made a pleafant garden, of twelve lladia in circumfe- 
rence : it was in an open champain country, and plenti- 
fully fupplied with water from a neighbouring fpring. 
This mountain was dedicated to Jupiter, or Belus, being 
feventeen ftadia from top to bottom, wdiich flie is faid to 
have “ afeended from the plain to the top, on the packs 
and loads carried by the beafls of burden that followed 
her.” At the bottom of this rock Ihe caufed a ftatue of 
herfelf to be hewn out, attended by a hundred of her 
choiceft guards. 

From hence fhe advanced as far as Chaon, a city of the 
Medes 5 and there encamping on an eminence, flie took 
notice of a very lofty rock, on the top of wdiich alfo fhc 
formed a very fine garden, and eredded ftatcly edifices, 
whence flie might command a view of the beauties of the 
fpot, the wdde extenfion of the place, and the whole camp 
of her army. Here flie is fuid to have wafted much of her 

(S) Pliny takes notice ofSe- which weighed no Icfl than 
miramis’s bowl, or goblet, fifteen talcnti, 
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lime, and to have given herfelf up to wanton dalliances 
and amours. Jealous of her power, and high command, 

Ihe would take no partner to her bed, but chofe rather to 
admit the comelleft men of her army to her embraces ; 
which were fatal to all that enjoyed them, for all fuch (he 
immediately doomed to death. 

Moving from this place, ftie advanced towards Ecba- 
tan, and in her v/ay levelled the mountain Zarcceum, 
which was many ftadia in extent; and for its frequent 
precipices, impafTablc but by much labour. This flie did 
to add to the glory of her name, and to facilitate the paf- 
fage to all who fhould have occailon to travel that way. 

When (lie arrived at Ecbatan, Ihe built a moft magnifi- 
cent palace ; and the city labouring under want of water, 
flic amply fuppHcd this defeft. 

From Media fhe continued her progrefs through Perfia, 
and the reft of her Afiatic provinces, levelling rocks and 
mountains before her ; and, on the contrary, in plain and 
champain tra£ls, raifing hills to vary and adorn them, 
and at the fame time to ferve for monuments to her cap- 
tains and chief commanders. In fome places flic built 
towns and cities, and was conltantly ufed to raife an emi- 
nence fur her own pavilion, that fo fhe might have a prof- 
peel of her whole army. Many of chefe monuments are 
laid to have remained a long time after her in Afia, and 
to have been commonly called the works of Semiramis,’* 

Having thus vifitecl her dominions in Afia, flic next re- 
paired to Fgypt, furveyed that kingdom, and added tl:e 
greateft part of Idbya to her other acquifitloiis. Mhe then 
paid a vllit to the temple of Jupiter Ammon ; and inquire 
ing how long fhe had to live, the ; rn.Ji. anfwer, 

She fhould vanifh from the fight of nrc!., and obtain 
immortal honour wrifiiip fr -n Amie oftlie Afiaib: 
rations, at fuch tl.ne as b.C’- fo?i Ninyas ih luh! plot agaodt 
her life.” After I'xciirfico, ihe- made w'ar upon Ltld- 
opia ; and, having \d tiv’ adairL; oi that c ountry, 
niarclied back into AJia, mid halted at i'aclr:*. 

Here Ihe for fome yiars enjoyed herfidf in peace; hut Refilues /• 
at length, impatient of a quiet life, fl:e meditated a xvar 
t.gainft the king of India. As ftio had been informed of 
the tranfeendent ameruty of the country, its double fer- 
tility, its immenfe riches^ ami maichlefs elephants ; flie 
reiolved upon nothing lefs than tl-o conqutft of that mo’ft 
cxtcnfive part cf the old world. Ihit, being apprifed of 
the difticulty of the undertaking, ihe ordcicd all her go- 
vernors to fele£t the choiceft oi tlie youth in their pro- 
vinces, 
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to arm them completely, and to aflemble them at 
a place appointed in BaCtria, within the fpace of three 
years. She engaged fliipwrights from Phoenice, Syria, 
Cyprus, and other maritime places; and, preparing a 
(lore of timber atlfwerable to her deligns, ordered them 
to frame her a certain number of velTels, to be tranfported 
in pieces by land, for the convenience of crolling the 
Indus, the country about which was deftitute of wood. 
Hermch In order to fupply the want of elephants, in which the 
tiephantj. ftrength of Stabrobates, king of India, chiefly confided, 
(he contrived a method to counterfeit thefe animals. 
Three hundred thoufand black oxen were flaughtered, and 
their flefli diftributed to poor people ; their hides were 
Ituflfed in the form of elephants, each carried by a camel 
within, and guided by a man without. 

Her veflels and elephants being ready in two years, fhe 
on the third aflembled her army in the kingdom of Badria, 
to the amount of three millions of foot, two hundred 
thoufand horfe, one hundred thoufand chariots, and one 
hundred thoufand men on camels, who wielded fwords 
four cubits long. Her tranfports were two thoufand in 
number, and carried by camels, as were alfo the mock- 
elephants 5 to the fight of which the horfemen endea- 
voured to familiarize their fteeds, that they might not 
take fright at feeing real elephants when they ftiould come 
to battle. 


Stahro- 
bates^ king 

prepares to 

receive 

hir. 


Semrams 
em the 
bunks of the 


Stabrobates heard of this intended invafion, and pre- 
■pared for the ftorm. He built four thoufand boats of the 
great canes (bamboos) which grew in the rivers and fens 
of India ; and with great diligence aflembled a far greater 
army than that of Semiramis* He added to the elephants 
he had before, caufing numbers to be taken for that pur- 
pofe, and to be apparelled with every thing that might 
make them dreadful to an enemy ; that by their number 
and armour they might be invincible by any human force. 
Thus prepared, he fent ambafladors to Semiramis, then 
on her march towards him, with complaints and re- 
proaches for coming to make war upon him, without the 
lead provocation ; by a private letter, at the fame time, 
he upbraided her with her infamous life, vowing by Hea- 
ven, that he would crucify her, if he conquered. She pe- 
rufed this letter, fmiled at the contents, and anfwered, 
The Indian (hall ere long be better acquainted with me , 
by my aAions and deportment.” 

Wnen (he came to the banks of the Indus, and dlf- 
covered the enemy’s fleet drawn up in order, (he launched 

the 
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the veflels flie had prepared, manned with the braveft of her 
peoplt, and gave battle, ordering it fo, that thofe on fhore 
might be aiding and affiiting to her operations by water. 

Xhe fight was obftinate ; but Semiramis in the end came 
off viftorious, funk one thoufand of the Indian barks, and 
took a multitude of prifoners. Elated with this fuccefs^ 
ftie fell on the cities and iflands of the river, and made 
one hundred thoufand captives. 

Stabrobates drew off his army, as if afraid, but, in stabrv- 
truth, to decoy Semiramis over the river. She no fooncr bates 
perceived his retreat, than fhe ordered a bridge of boats « retreats 
to be flicetched acrofs, and marched over her army, leav- 
ing only fixty thoufand men to guard the bridge, while 
ihe went in purfuit of the flying Indians, She marched 
with her mock-elephants in the front, thereby to deceive 
and intimidate the enemy ; and her flratagem fucceeded. 

The Indian fcouts, miftaking them for real elephants, 
gave a dreadful account of their multitude, and ftruck a 
terror into their countrymen, who could not conceive 
whence the Aflyrians ftiould have furniftied themfelves 
with thefe tremendous animals : but the deceit was foon 
difeovered j for fome of Semiramis's people, deferting to 
the Indians, revealed to them the whole fallacy, and Sta- 
brobates immediately ordered proclamation thereof to be 
made throughout all his army. 

Semiramis, in the mean time, advancing towards the Semiramis 
Indian army, their horfes frightened and offended at the ^nt/ieoihtr 
feent of the hides, either threw their riders, or carried 
them into the midft of the Aflyrians. Semiramis, per- utr^figbs 
ceiving this advantage, with a choice body of men at- fwiththe 
tacked the difordered Indians, completely routed them, 
and drove them back again to the main body of their army. 
Stabrobates, in fome conftemation, charged with his foot, 
fuflaincd by his elephants, himfelf mounted on a ftately 
one, in his right wing, oppofite to Semiramis then in 
her left. The fliock was violent, and the flaughter great, 
caufed particularly by the elephants. Semiramis’s mock- 
clephants now proved ufelefs and ciimberfomc, and the 
w'hofe AlTyrian army betook themfelves to a precipitate 
flight. In the midft of this battle, the Aflyrian queen Her ever- 
and Indian king fought hand to hand j the king wounded t/iro^v and 
her firft in the arm with an arrow, and then with a dai t‘ 
in the ftioulder, as flie was turning about to retreat j fhe 
fled in the end, and the whole army with her. 

When they came to the bridge, the throng was fuch, 
that many who had efcaped the hand of the enemy, were 

mifcrably 
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mJferably prefled to death, or perilhed under foot, belrlg 
thrown down and trampled upon, or pulhed into the river. 
Semiramis, when the body of her army had pafled, or- 
dered the bridge to be cut down, while it was filled with 
thepurfuing Indians, many of whom periflied by this ex- 
pedient. And now fhe was fafe from farther danger ; the 
river was between her and the enemy *, and, befides, the 
Indian was admoniflied not to be eager in the purfuit, by 
the intervention of prodigies. An exchange of prifoners 
was afterwards made, and Semiramis returned to Baftria 
with fcarce a third part of her army. 

Under this eclipfe of glory, flie drew near he^r end ; 
the time foretold arrived ; and an eunuch attempted to 
aflaflinate her, unnaturally employed by her own fon. On 
this occafion, calling to mind the anfwer {he had received 
from Jupiter Ammon, flie fupprefled all thoughts of re- 
venge, for what had been caiifed, as it were, by a divine 
fatality; fhe forgave her fon, furrendered up every thing 
to him 5 commanded all her fubjefts to pay him duty and 
homage ^s their king; and was tranflated from the fight 
of men, as the oracle had foretold. It was fabled fhe left 
the -world in the form of a dove or pigeon, attended by a 
flock of thefe birds which fettled upon her palace juft at 
the time: and hence the AfiTyrians were addifted to the 
worfhip of a dove (T). In fine, flie was queen of all 

Afia, 


(T) That there was fuch a 
woman as Semiramis, we doubt 
not in the lead ; but that there 
ever was a woman of any name 
that performed actions like 
what IS here reported, is im- 
poflible to believe. Her birth, 
her elevation, her reign, and 
her death, are all extraordi- 
nary, unnatural, and impoili- 
ble, as related by the bulk 
of hiflorians ; but, above all, 
her antiquity, which is exag- 
gerated lb monflrouily by Jo- 
feph Scaliger and Reinecius, is 
a matter fo ealily dilproved by 
the circumftances or her birth 
and country, that it were fuffi- 
cient to deftroy whatever other 
extravagance is advanced of her. 
Conon makes her to have been 


the fame with the AtolTa or 
Semiramis who reigned twelve 
years with her father Belochus, 
the eighteenth king of AlTyria, 
according to Eufebius ; and in 
the fame place calls her the 
daughter, and not the wife, of 
Ninus; though copies, it muft 
be confelTed, differ in the read- 
ing, and have fometlmes mo* 
ther in dead of daughter. But 
this latter is to be preferred, 
becaufe of its congruity with 
the author’s meaning, who 
makes her the AtolTa of Belo- 
chus, who were confelTedly 
daughter and father. Belochus 
then mull have been the Ninus 
of Ctefias ; and he, Inllead of 
being the firft or the fecond 
kiiigof AlTyria, is, according to 
Eufebius, 
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Afia, India excepted ; and continued in the fight of men 
fixty-two y;earvS, forty-two of which flie reigned. 

Ninyas (U) fucceeded his mother Semiramis ; and chofe 
— -(0 enjoy himfelf in peace : and, indeed, if what we have 
mated of his parents be true, he could only make war 
upon his fubjedts or vaflals A war with India had been 
found by experience expenfive and dangerous. Having 
therefore nothing to do abroad, he locked himfelf up in Hisflothi 
his palace, unfeen by any but his eunuchs and concubines, . 
and contradled fuch a habit of floth and vice, as has taint- 
ed his memory to all fucceeding generations. However, andp^li^^ 
he was npt fo fupinely negligent, as totally to negleft his 
interefl and fecuricy. It was a cuftom with him, every 
year, to levy an army, by enrolling a certain proportion 
of men out of each province, under their refpeftive ge- 
nerals, while he appointed fuch governors over the fe- 
veral parts of his dominions as he could moll fafely con- 
fide in. This army ferved a year in the city, and was then 
relieved by another, raifed in the fame manner ; and the 
former, having taken an oath of fidelity to him, were 
permitted to depart each man to the plage of his abode. 

> Vide Juft. lib. i. cap. i. Diod. Sicul. lib. ii. p. 108, & feqq. 

Eufebius, the eighteentlj king : have waged war, and to have 
this takes much from the anti- flain the tyrant Caucafus, of 
quity of both ; and we are ready the tribe of Japhet, or, la- 
to fubferibe to the fime, and petus, and to have been con- 
the rather, as it may be ob- fecrated into the planet Mars* 
ferved hereafter, to quadrate How different is this charafter 
with Herodotus, ami is much from that of the llothful Ni- 
more conformable to what we nyas in mod: other authors ? 
know of the true and more No extremes can be at a greater 
certain hiftory of this mo- diftance from each other. The 
»iarchy(i). authors we have cited make 

(U) He is alfo called him the fuccelTor of Ninua, 

Zameis ; the German writers without any mention of Se- 
will have him to have been miramis, which feems to have 
called Trebeca, and to ha^e fome fort of agreement with 
built the city of Treves (2) \ he what we have from Eufebius, 
is alfo called Thourias (3J, or that (he was the very AtofTa, 

Thouras (4), or Ares (Mars) ; the daughter of Belochus ; and 
and is faid to have had the iirft that (he reigned with her fa- 
ftatue erefled to him, which ther, as his colleague and af- , 
they called 0ior, Lord fiftant, for the fpace of twelve 

God^ In fliort, he is faid to years only. 

(1) Vide Gregor. Podbiini- p> >34. (1) Gregor. Poilhum* 

p. 139. (3) In MSS. Gr. apud Gregor. Poftbum. p. 236# 

* 39 * [4] Sui^> ad vocem ' 
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By this flrokc of policy he thought he might beft keep his 
fubjefts in awe and order; and, at the lame time, pre- 
vent any dilturbance from his officers, who, having fearce 
time to be at all known to their foldiers, could have it t^'^; 
lefs in their power to afpire at any thing to his preju- 
dice (X). All thefe precautions he rook to fecure himfelf 
from infults and rebellions, while he wallowed in lafci- 
vioufnefs within the walls of his palace \ in which parti- 
cular, he was an unworthy example to his fucceflbrs ^ 
concealing himfelf from the eyes of men, as fomething 
more than mortal 

After this manner reigned all his fucceffors in- the great 
empire of Allyria ; fo that they have left little or nothing 
to be recorded of them, except that they lived and died in; 
their palace at Nineveh : and hence it is that we muft ab- 
ruptly proceed to the very laft of them 

Sardaiiapalus, who exceeded all his prcdeceflbrs in flotk 
and luxury. He funk into fuch a depth of depravity, that,, 
as far as he couhl, he changed his very fex and nature j 
he cloathed himfelf as a wmman ; he fpun amidft the com- 
panies of his concubines ; he painted his face, and decked 
himfelf out with all manner of enticements, and everjr 
way behaved more leAvdly than the mod lafeivious harlot; 
he imitated the voice of a vicoman ; and buried himfelf in 
the filth of an unbounded fenfuality, quite regardlefs of 
fex, and the dictates of nature (Y), 


b Apud eofd ibid. 

(X) Diodorus, Athenaeiis, 
Juftin, and others, reprefent 
him, as we have feen, a lloth- 
ful, inaftive, and lafeivious 
king ; who locked himfelf up 
in his palace, fequeftered him- 
felf from the eyes of his fub- 
je£ts, and had no communica- 
tion with them but by mef- 
iuges, 

(Y) Dio Cocceianus has 
taken much pains to let us 
know he was the mod libi- 
dinous and abandoned w^retch 
the fun ever Ihone on ; and 
fays, that no one could tell 
what he did, and that no body 
would bear to hear it; though 


c Ibid. d Ibid. 

he defeenJs to feverrd partictr- 
lars bad enough ; but, as they 
may be built upon no folid 
foundation, merely tradition- 
ary, and befides unlit for u» 
to relate, we pafs them over,. 
Nicolas of Damafeus is more 
moderate, and accufes him 
chiefly of pairing his time with 
his women, and contending 
with them about drefs and or- 
namerit. Duris fays, he turn- 
ed woman, drefled as fuch,. 
painted himfelf, and fpun ; all 
to the fame purpofe, and 
therefore we need fay no more 
about it*. 


•Under 
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Under tills wretch happened the downfal of the AlTy- 
rian monarchy, He grew odious to his fubjefts, and 
’-'.^particularly to Arbaces the Mede, and Belcfis the Babylo- 
nian. Belefis was not only a captain, but a famous prieft, 
and great allrologcr; and by the rules of his art he took 
upon him, to adlire Arbaccs, a man of valour and pru- 
dence, “ that he ihould dethrone Sanianapalus, and be- 
come lord of all his dominions.” Arbaces hearkened to 
his friend, andpromifed him the chief place over Babylon, 
if his predidion proved true : at the fame time he took 
care to cultivate the frieridfliip of the other governors of the 
provinces then at Nineveh, and began to afFeft popularity. 
Above all things, he endeavoured to get fight of the em- 
peror, that he might behold his courfe and manner of life, 
and deferibe him accordingly. This aim he attained by 
means of a golden cup he prefented to an eunuch, who in- 
troduced him into his prcfcncc. Arbaces faw him, and, 
conceiving the higheft contempt of him, was more and 
more encouraged to rely on his Chaldean friend. He 
therefore difpofed the Medes and Perfians to an open re- 
volt 5 Belcfis took the fame meafures with the Babylo- 
nians ; and the matter was difclofed to the king of A- 
rabia 

The year of duty was nov^^ expired, and frefli troops ar- 
rived to relieve thofe who had ferved the term ; the Per- 
fians, Medes, and Babylonians, afliltcd by the Arabians, 
came not with defign to guard Sardanapalus, but to fub- 
vert the empire. Their number Amounted to four hun- 
dred choufand ; and, being all combined together in one 
camp, a council of war was called, to deliberate upon 
what was befl: to be done. Sardanapalus, apprifed of this 
revolt, and refolved to Itiflc it in its infancy, led out the 
troops of the other provinces againll the confederate 
rebels. He obtained a complete vi^bory, and purfued 
them to certain mountains, about fevciity lladia from the 
city of Nineveh. The rebels, however, not yet difeou- 
raged, rallied their troops, and refolved to hazard another 
battle. Mean while the emperor caufed proclamation to 
be made of a reward of two hundred talents of gold for 
the man who fhould kill Arbaces the Mede \ and twice 
thatfum, together with the government of Media, to the. 
man who ftiould take him alive : the fame price was 
fet upon the head of Belefis the Babylonian. This pro- 
clamation being made without any effeft, a fecond battle 

* Apud, eofd. ibid. 
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fought, in which the rebels were again flaughtereJ, inct 
put to flight towards the hills. This viftory might have 
fixed Sardanapalus on his throne, had it not been for 
the obftinacy of Belefis, who perfifted in it, that the gods 
would certainly crown their labours and perfeverance with 
fuccefs in the end ; thereby reviving their drooping fpi- 
rits, though in defpair they called a council, the refult of 
which was, that they Ihould difperfe, and every man re- 
turn to his home. They fought a third battle ; and Sar- 
danapalus, viftor, as before, drove them into the moun- 
tains of Babylon \ though Arbaces did that day all that 
man could do, he was forced to retreat conTiderably 
wounded 

Sardanapalus would have certainly put an end to the 
war (Z) by this engagement, if Belefis, who had been all 
night in deep confult with the flars, had not with all ima- 
ginable aflurance perfuadcd his followers next morning, 
that if they kept together but five days longer, they would 
be joined and fupported by unexpeded affiftance ; for that 
the gods had fo fignified to him by the afpeft of the hea- 
vens : he iiitreated them, therefore, to ftay but fo many 
days, and in the mean time to place a confidence in 
Heaven. Being thus perfuaded to wait the event, and the 
time being near expired, fucfden advice was brought of a 
mighty power at hand, fent to the king from Ba£lria. 
Arbaces immediately difpatched the moll refolute and ex- 
peditious men in his army, with orders to prevail on the 
Baftrians to revolt, cither by fair means or foul. Liberty 
was the bait ufed to allure them; it prevailed; the Bac- 
trians joined Arbaces ; a tranfaclion unknown to Sarda- 
napalus, who, prefuming he had now nothing to fear, 
had returned to his ufual way of life, and was preparing 


f Apud eofd. ibid. 


(Z) It feems a little ftrange, 
that fo degenerate a wretch 
fhould have the courage and 
ability thus to defend himfelf 
againfl: thefe revolters, who 
fhould have been of much 
greater experience and capa- 
city than himfelf. Indeed, ac- 
cording to what this author and 
moll others fay of him, he 
could have underllood nothing 
KcUting CO war; and yet, be* 


ing forced into the field, we 
find him behaving and defend- 
ing himfelf as well as if he had- 
been Ninus, or even Semirai 
mis herfelf. From this dilE- 
militude of Sardanapalus from 
himfelf, it is likely we have 
two princes of that name men- 
tioned by Callillhenes, Sarda- 
napalus the warrior, and Sar« 
danapaius thp woman, 

for* 
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for an extraordinary facrificc, and a high fcftival for the 
entertainment of his vidorious army K 

In the mean time the negligence and riot in the Impe- 
nal camp was reported to Arbaces, who, in confequencs 
tliereof, fell fuddenly on them in the night, made his 
way into the camp, and drove out Sardanapaliis, and all 
his army with great daughter, which continued almoft to 
the gates of the city. The king thus vanquifiied, com- 
mitted the care and condud of his army to Salcmenus, 
his brother-in-law, undertaking to defend the city in per- 
fon. His forces were twice defeated, once at fome uif- 
tance, aigd afterwards under the walls of the city, when .Sa- 
lemenus fell, and almoft all his army was cut oft, or 
forced into the river, which was tinduied with the blood 
of the flain. 
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Sardanapalus being now clofely befieged ; many other 
nations, eager for liberty, revolted to the confederates, 

The king, perceiving things at fo defperate a pafs, fent 
away his three fons and two daughters, with a very great 
treafure, into Paphlagonia, where one Cotta, a particular 
friend of his, was governor (A), ifluing out orders at the 
fame time, for all his fubjeds to haften to his alfiftance. 

But though his fituation appears to have been quire de< 
plorable, he, it feems, did not defpond, fully poflefTed with 
notions of a prophecy, that Nineveh could never be 
taken, till the river became her enemy j” which, accord- 
ing to his conclufion, amounting to an impoffibility, he 
looked upon himfclf as fecure, how great and imminent 
foever the dangers might be that threatened his perlbn 

While Sardanapalus pleafed himfelf with this imagi- They take 
nation, the confederates, elated with their late fuccefs, 
confidered their work as completed, though, in thofe 
days, they could make no imprefli.on on fuch walls, ig- 
norant as they were of the engines afterwards invented. 
Sardanapalus having taken care to be well ftored with 
what was neceffaryto enable him to hold out a long time, 
the confederates fat two years before the city, without 
any vifibie effed ; but in the third year the river, fwelled 
by unufual rains, came up to the city, and overflowed a 
great length, no lefs than twenty ftadia of the walk The 
unfortunate Sardanapalus was now fcnftble of the com- 


c Apud eofd. ibid. ^ Ibid. 

(A) Where this Paphlagonia dern name, fliould have been, 
(hould have been fituatcd, and we forbear to enquire, as ta- 
^hp this Cotta, a more mo* vouring too grofsly of fable. 
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pletion of what had been foretold of the river’s enmity to 
the city. Having no farther room for hope, and dreading 
to fall into the hands of the enemy, he retired into his pa- 
lace, in a court of which he caufed a v.ift pile of wood to 
be raifed, heaping upon it all his gold and filver, and 
royal apparel, and at the fame time inclofing his eunuchs 
and concubines in an apartment within the pile, he fet 
fire to it, and fo dcRroycd himfulf and the reft; a ca- 
taftrophe which the rebels no fooner learned, than they 
entered the city by the breach, and became mailers of the 
place. The inhabitants were treated with great humanity, 
though the great and mighty city of Nineveh itfclf was 
laid level with the ground. And thus ended the AfTy- 
rian empire, fubverted by the Modes and Babylonians, 
after it had, according to our author Ctefias, fubfiited no 
lefs than one thoufand four hundred years. 

SECT. V. 

The Hijiory of yijfyr'ia^ according to ScripturCy and the 
more approved Authorities, 

E now come to what is fuppofed to be the true and 
only hiflory of Aflyiiia. Pul (B), the feeming 
founder of this monarchy, makes his firll appearance in 
Scripture in the reign of Menahem, king of Ifrael, M^ho 
jufl about the fame period had forced his way to the 
throne of that kingdom, by the murder of Shallum h 
The AfTyrians march into the country llruck the tottering 
ufurper with fuch terror, that, to prevent the hollilities 
that he might have meditated, Menahem prefented him 
with a thoufand talents of filver. Pul, thus gratified, 
feems to have taken the kingdom of Ifrael into his pro- 
teftion, and returned to his own country^. What elfc 
this king did in particular, is no-where expi efsly recorded. 

1 2 Kings XV. ID. k Tbiil. ver. 19. 

(B) He is alfo called Phul, been written ^tOYA, Phua, in- 
and by the LXX, Phua, an in- dead or tpoVA, Pluil. He was 
acuracy in the tranfeription, the firil king of AiTyria, mcn- 
owing to the very near refem- tioned in Scripture, from the 
blance of the Greek a lambda, time that land was planted by 
and A alpha ; fo that it is no Aflnir, and not to be coiifoiind- 
great ivonder this name Ihould, ed with the kings of the Medcs 
in the Greek charafter, have and the Babylonians. 

But 
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But from hence we may venture to infer, that lie either 
■conquered, or received voluntary homage from Syria, and 
the other nations in his march, us he did now from liracl, 
and that he became the founder of a very great ernpiro. 

Tiglath-Pilefer fncceedcl him on the throne of ' fiy- Yr. of FI, 
Tia(C), and is fuppofed to have been hisk)n(O). Upon 
wbat particular mi.itive we know not, he fell inpnn the 
kingdom of Ifrael, and took Ijon, and Abcl-Jlcth-lNi-MCiiah, _ 

and Janoah, and Kcdelh, and Idazor, and Gilead, and *iigiaib* 
Galilee, and all the land of NanliLali, ami carried the in- 
liabitants captive to Aflyria thereby, as we may fuppofe, 
the better to fecure thofe diflant parks of the empire in 
their allegiance. For fuch a captivity muH: naUirally have 
weakened them, and was rightly i alciiiated to deter the 
jemainder from incurring fo hard a fate ; and, on the 
other hand, it may have contributed to the inereafe of his 
power, by peopling foine tract more immediately under 
his eye The fame expedient nradtired wdlh icfpefl to 
other nations Receiving an embaify from Ahaz, king of 
Judah, with a tender from him of homage, and a prefent 
of all he had, to deliver him from the hands of Rezin, king 
of Damafeus, and Pekah, king of Ifrael, wdio w^eic in 
confederacy againft him; Tiglath-Pilefer, induced by this 
fubmilTion and prefent, marcht d againfl Damafeus, took 
that city, tranfplanted the p’eople of it to Kir, flew' Rezin, 
and fo put an end to that ancient kingdom 

t 2 Kings XV. 29 ni Ibid. xvj. 7, 8, 9. 

(C) He is alfo cidlf';! Tig- nai^e of Sardanapalu*, or Sar- 
lad.i-Pilnefar, Theglath-Phala- dan-Pul, he could perceive a 
far, Theglath-Phelhifor, Thil- relation between this lafl and 
gamas, as fuppnfeci, and atfo this firll AlTyrian king ; tor- 
Ninus Junior, according to getting that, for the fame rea- 
Caftor. Prideaux, by an un- T)n, riglach-Pul-Afliir might 
accountable inadvertency, rakes have appeared his fun, ef’pe- 
him for Arbaces the Mede, cially as. he is thekliig of Atfy- 

(D Some are lb far from ria, who is exprel'slv laid to 
thinking him to have been the have fLicceeded him in '-crip- 
fon of Pul, that they make ture. By w'hat biailcJ him 
him a flranger to his line, a above to m '.ke this niillake, 

Mede. Rollin, milled by that he might al lb, and very na- 
great and otherwife learned turally, have concluded, that 
guide, archbifliopU'ber, makes Tigldih-Pul-Aflur, and Sar- 
Pul to have been the father of dan-Pul, were one and ,the 
Sardanapalus, by an extraor- fume perfon, and fo have pu| 
rdiiiary inattention in the arch- an end to the monarchy, bcr 
fcifhop, who thought it muft fore it had wdl a beginning, 

^ave been fo, becaufe in the 

A a 4 H* 
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Vr* of FI. He was fucceecied by Shalmanefcr (E), who obliged, 
i6ao. on what pretence \vc know not, Hofhea, king of Ifraelj, 
Ante Cbr. to become his tributary Some years after Hofliea re- 
* folved to fliuke off the Aflyrian yoke, and foh’riied, with. 

Shalma- that view, the alliance of So, then king of Egypt. But 

nfjern Shalmancfer, apprifed of his defign before he could put it 

in execution, entered, at the head of a powerful army, 

the land of Ifrael ; and, having laid it wafte to the very 
gates of Samaria, clofely befieged that metropolis. The 
place held out almoft three years ; but was, in the end, 
obliged, with the reft of the kingdom, to fubmit to the 
conqueror, who carried the king, and all his fubjefts, 
into captivity, replacing them with ft rangers from Baby- 
lon, Cufhah, Ava, Hamath, and Sepharvaim ® (F). This 

was 

n a Kings xvii. 3. • Ibid. xvii. 1 8—24. 

(E) His name alfo is vari- Ezekiel, who dates his pro- 

oufly written, as Salmanefar, phecics from thence, Cbebsr, 
SalmanaiTar ; he is alfo called leems to have been a long 
EnemalTar by Tobit; and is tract in Mefopotamia or Kur- 
fuppofed to be the Salman or diftan, running along the banks 
Shalman of Hcfea. Mollchro- of the river of its name, from 
nologers confound him with which it was lb called, and 
Nabonaflar. winch empties itfelf into the 

(F) We are much in the lEuphrates on the eaftern oE 
dark concerning the true fitua- farther lide. We know buir 
tionof thofe countries to which little of its true lituation, ex- 
the ten tribes were carried, cept that it was between Afly- 
Jofephus only fays, in geno^'al, ria and Media. We can give 
that they were tranij)lanted abetter guefs at the land of 
into Media and Perfja ; fo that Gozan, which is mentioned 
wc mull be content with the by the facred hiftorians as a 
beft conjectures which the country, or rather as one of 
learned have been able to give thofe provinces which were 
us of thofe provinces or cities, conquered by the Aflyrians, 

The fil'd named in the text and was probably fo called 
IS that of Halah, or, as the He- from the river or its name, 
brew writes it, Chalah, which Accordingly Ptulemy places 
is, not without great probabi- the province of Gauzaiiitls in 
lity, fuppofed to have been Mefoporamifl, and mentions 
the metropolis uf Chalacenc, the city of Gauzania as the 
and to have given name to the capital of it ; and Pliny takes 
whole province ; and this was notice of a province, w^hich 
iicuate on the north fide of he calls Eton Gozina, which 
Kurdiftan, between AfTyria fpread itfelf up quite to the 
and the Gordyzean mountains, head fpring of the Tigris. Wc 
Habor, or rather Chabor, by likewife read of a traft named 
cbe Greeb Chaboras, and by Qauzan, in Media, faid to 

have 
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was the fatal end of the kingdom of Ifrael, as we have 
related moie at length in the Hiflory of the Jews. 

He afterwards invaded Phtxinice \ but a peace being 
fooii concluded between him and the Phoenicians, he 
quitted their country arid returned home with his army. 

Not long after the cities of Sidon^ Ace, and Palsctyrus, 
with feveral others, revolting from the Tyrians, to whom 
they were fubject, fubmifted to him. This encouraged 
him to attempt the reduftion of Tyre itfelf ; but he mif- 
carried, as we have feen in the hiftory of that city. 

Shalmanefer was fucceeded by Sennacherib (G), who, Sennachgf 
finding ♦hat Hezekiah, king of Judah, with-held the tribute rib, 
which both he atid his predeceflbr bad paid to him, 
marched againft him with a powerful army, and reduced 

have been (ituatc between the fiph, Refapha, Rlzapha, and 
rivers Cyrus and Cambyfes ; by Ptolemy, Rbadzapha, was 
and this is all that vve can meet a city of Syria, according to 
with in ancient authors ; from Peutinger and the Notitize Ori- 
all which we may conclude, entales, and is, by Ptolemy, 
that Gozan, or Gauzania, lay placed in Palmyrene. Hamath 
near the Cafpian fea, if not is reafonably fuppofed the 
upon it, and on the northern fame with the ancient EmelTa 
parts of Ghilaii in Pcrfia, as on the Orontes. The other 
Media did on the fouth and . cities or countries of Ava, Se- 
wed coad of the fame fea. pharvaiin, See. out of all which 
And thus far we may extend the AfTyrlan moiiarchs fent 
our conjedlures concerning the their new colonies into the Sa- 
countries into which the Ifrael- maritaii kingdom, were all 
tribes were tranfported. feated on the fame route; fo 

Kabthakeh, the AfTyrian ge- that thufe conquerors feein to 
neral, mentions the countries have fwept away all thofe coun- 
of Haran, Rezeph, Hamath, tries, as they lay in their way 
&c. in his threatening letter to to Paledine, and to have ex- 
king Hezekiah, as provinces changed their captives from 
lately conquered by the kings the one to the other ; among 
his maders, and immediately which the Hraclitifli tribes 
after that of Gozan. Now were fent into the molt remote 
Haran, or, as the Hebrew hath parts from their own land (5), 
it, Charan, and the Greeks (G) His Hebrew name is 
Charres, was a famed city of Sanlierib ; and it is feldom or’ 
Mefopotamla, feared between never, that we recolleft, writ 
the Chabor andthe Euphrates with any great variation, ex- 
^bove mentioned. Rezeph, cept that he may, by contrac- 
mentioned by the fame hillo- tion, have been called Jareb. 
jjans, and by others calledRe- 

(^) Vid. Jof. Antiq. lib, ix. cap. ult. Ezek. i, z Kings xix. iz. 
l|aiah xxxvii. ii. a Kings xvii. 6 . xviii. 11. 

' ‘ 9 great 
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a great many of his fortified towns. Ilezeklalij intimi- 
dated by his fuccefs, acknowleged his fault, and agreed 
to pay the Aflyrian a yearly tribute of three hundred ta- 
lents of filver, and thirty of gold. Though this was all 
that Shalmancfer demanded, he foon after fent his army, 
under the command of Tartan Rabfaris, and Rabfliakeh., 
to inveft Jcrufiilcm. Thefe, prefenting themfclves at the 
foot of the city wall, demanded a parley with Hezekiah's 
minifters ; which being granted, Rabfliakeh addrelTed 
them in a haughty fpeech, fetting forth the power of his 
mafter, and treating with the utmofl: contempt not only 
Hezekiah and the king of Egypt, in whom he fuppofed 
Hezekiah to have placed great confidence, but even the 
God of Ifrael \ obferving, that as the gods of Hamath and 
of Arphad, the gods of Sepharvaim, Hcnah, and Ivah (H), 
had not been able to withlLnid the Afi’yiian power, fo 
neither would theirs.' But, in the mean time, Senna- 
cherib being informed that 'Firhakah (I), king of Ethiopia, 
was in fall march to invade his dominions, he haftened 
back to defend them ; and his generals, leaving Jerufalem, 


(H) Sir Ifaac Newton, in 
his Chronology’, ufes this buaft 
concerning the nation and their 
gods, as an argument for the 
novelty of the Alfyrian mo- 
narchy in thofe days, obferv- 
ing that this defolation is re- 
cited as frelh in memory, and 
to terrify the Jews. Afl the 
above cited nations had, till 
now, their feveral gods, and 
each accounted his god the 
god of his own land, and the 
defender thereof againft the 
gods of the neighbouring coun- 
tries, and particularly the gods 
of A fly 1 la ; and therefore they 
were never, till now, united 
under the Aflyrian monarchy, 
efpecially fince the king of Af- 
fyria doth not boaft of their 
being conquered by the Afl’y- 
rians oftner than once ; but 
thefe being fmall kingdoms, 
the king of Aflyria foon over- 
flowed them “Know ye not. 


faith Sennacherib to the Jews 
(6), what 1 and my fathers 
have done unto all the people 
. of other lands ? — for no god of 
any nation or kingdom was 
able to deliver his people out 
of mine hand, and out of the 
hand of my fathci s ; how 
much lefs fhall your god de- 
liver you out of mine hand r’* 
“ He and his fathers, there- 
fore, Pul, Tiglath-Pllefer, and 
Shalmanefer, were great con- 
querors ; and, with a current 
of viftnrles, had newly over- 
flowed all nations round about 
Aflyria, and 1 hereby’ fet up 
this monaichv.” 

(1) AcLv>rding to the courfe 
of the Egyptian hiflory, this 
Tirhakah can have been no 
other than the Sahbaco of He- 
rodotus, who was an Ethiopian, 
a great warrior, and had fome 
time before conquered Egyptp 
and held it fifty years. 


(0 iChrun. xxxii. 13. 1 5. 


fellowe4 
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followed him with all expedition. Sennacherib, before 
his departure, fent a threatening letter to Hezekiah, add- 
ing to the nations he formerly mentioned to have been 
conquered by Aflyria, Rezeph, and the children of Eden, 
which were in Thelafar p (K). He returned foon after 
againll Judah 5 but his army being fmitten by an angel(L), 
and a hundred and eighty-five thuuland of them found 
dead next morning in their camp, he marched back into 
Aflyria, and took up his refidence at Nineveh ; where, 
finding himfelf fallen into contempt with his people, he 
grew fullen and tyrinnical, particularly venting his rage 
againft the captive Hebrews in his dominions, many of 
whom he unmercifully put to death % in revenge for his 
misfortunes, which he may have attributed to them. In 
fhort, he behaved in fuch a manner, that he became odious 
to his own foils, two of whom, Adranimelech and Sha- 
rezer, flew him as he was at his devotions in the temple 
of Nifroch, in a fliort time after his precipitate return from 
Judaea, and fled into Armenia*, perhaps to avoid the pu- 
niftiment due to their parricide : thus was he flain in the 
temple of his favourite god, and his third fon, Efar-Had- 
don, reigned in his ftead^(M). 

P a Kings xix. 8. i£. q Ibid. ver. 3$, r Tobit i, i«, 

• 2 Kings xix. 37. • 

^ (K) The moft probable opl- a flatue to Sethon, holding In 
iilon is, that thefe places were his hand a moufe, the Egyp- 
fomewhere in Syria. There is tian fymbol of deftruiftion (7).’' 
a city called Rciiph in Mefo- (M) Herodotus makes cx- 
polamia, near the mouth of preis mention of Sennacherib, 
the river Saacoras, and a city and tells ns, that as he lay be- 
, called Refaph, In the Palmy- fore Peluliuni with his army, 
rene of Syria ; which of thefe fuch fwarms of field-rats and 
may have been llcrepli, we mice entered his camp one 
decide not; the other cities night, as dellroyed all their 
are not foeafv to be tound. fliield-ftraps and bow-ftrings, 
(L) This is a figurative ex- This bilhop Patrick, with fome 
prefliou common with the Je ws, feeming palTiun, calls “ a hor- 
Some fuppnl'e this havock to rihle lye;” and a lye it is, or 
have been made “ by a })kigue, rather a fafliond ; but never- 
or perhaps by lightning, or a the!- fs confirms, in fome de- 
fiery wind, which blows fume- gree, what is written concern- 
times in the neighbouring dc- ing the fudden deftru^lioa 
ferts, or rather by being fur- of the AlTyrian army, Hero- 
prifed by Sethon and Tirha- dotua calls Sennacherib king 
kah ; for the Egyptians, in of the Arabians and Aflyrians, 
piemory of this adtion, eredled perhaps becaufe the Aflyriana 

(7) Newton^s Cliron. of Ancient Kingdoms amended, p, 288. 
ffidcftipt Coniufti book i. part i. p. 2.^. 

fit 
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Efar-Haddon (N) may be faid to have fucceeded to the 
ruinSj as it were, of the ^flyrian monarchy, founded by 
Pul, and enlarged and eftablilhed by Tiglath-Pilefer. Un^ 
der Sennacherib it fell to decay, either by his imprudence 
or ill fortune, or a mixture of both. The Medes, taking 
advantage, it is likely, of his long and diftant abfence, or 
perhaps upon the news of the fuclden and general deilruc- 
tion of his army, revolted, and were never after reduced 
to the Affyrian yoke, though Efar-Haddon, in the courfe 
of his reign, feems to have been both a valorous and for- 
tunate prince, as well as ambitious of fupporting and en- 
larging the empire. He was, to all appearance, .a mild 
and gracious perfonage, and particularly kind to the Jews, 
who had been fo cruelly abufed by his father, after his 
hafty return to Nineveh. He, in the beginning of his 
reign, feems to have continued quiet in his capital, and 
perhaps had enough to do fupport his dignity at home ; 
till after fome years, his kindred race of the Babylonifli 
kings being extinft, or fome other caufe, producing an in^ 
terregnum in that kingdom, he laid hold of the opportu- 
nity, and united it to the crown of Aflyria 

Grown potent by this union, he proceeded to eftablifli 
bis tottering power over the more diftant parts of his em- 
pire : he marched into Syria, and advanced againft the 
remnant of Ifrael, and the kingdom of Judah. The re- 
maining inhabitants of Ifrael he tranfplanted as well as 
the remnant that may have been left of Syria j fo that 
they now utterly ceafed to be nations ; and, in their ftead, 
introduced a fupply of^ foreigners (6), according to the 
policy of his predeceflbrs. Having thus quite expunged 
Ifrael and Syria from the lift of nations, he proceeded to 

tPtolem. Can. Aftronom. u£zra iv. i. 10. 

at that time, with Peraea, or Haddon, Afordan by the Sep- 
the land of Gilead, and Ha- tuaginr, Aflaradin in Ptolemy's 
math or Iturefl, pofleffed great canon, Sarcliedoii by 'l obit, 
part of the neighbouring Ara- Sargon by Ifaiah, and Afnap- 
bia. It is plain from Scrip- per by Ezra, 
ture, that they were, in Sen- (O) His being noiv called 
nacherib’s time, mafters of king of Babylon, has been the 
Ivah, which was, according to caufe that commentators have 
Junius, a province of Arabia poftponed the tranfplan ration 
I)eferta(8). of Ifrael, recorded in the reign 

(N) He is alfo called Afar- of Shalmanefer, to his time. 

(8) Herodot. lib. ii. cap. 141, Comment, upon i Kings xix. Jo- 
&p]i. Ant. lib. X. cap. 4. Jun, on a Kings xvii. 14. 

reduce 
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reduce the kingdom of Judah to the Hate of dependence 
under which it had fallen in the time of king Ahaz ; took 
ManaiTeh their 1 ingi bound him in chains^ and fent him 
captive to Babylon 

Elated by thip flow of fuccefs, he continued his march 
into , and Ethiopia ; and| having fubdued both coun- 
tries, cVried with him into captivity great numbers of the 
inhabitants In the courfe of this war he particularly 
took, by his general Tartan, the city of Afhdod or Azotus, 
which ^oft Pfammeticus fo much time to wreft from his 
fucceflTors. Thus did he extend his dominions, and once 
more fpread the terror of the Aflyrian name far and near. 
After a reign of many years, glorious, efpecially in the 
latter part of it, he died, and left a character behind him 
equal to the rank he had while living ; whence we cannot 
be induced to think he can be, in any refpeft, the Sarda- 
napalus of Ctefias, there being no likenefs or analogy at 
all between the reprefentations of the two men. . 

He was fucceeded by Saofduchinus, or Saofduchcus, the 
Nebuchadonofor of Scripture, a warlike and aftive prince, 
particularly remarkable for the great advantages he gained 
over the Medes, who, after fubduing feveral of the neigh- 
bouring nations, had, under the coriduft of their fecond 
king Phraortes, invaded AfTyria. Nebuchadonofor raifed 
3i powerful army to oppofe them, fummoning the whole 
force of his widc-fpreadiiig dominions, and inviting other 
nations of the Eaft to his afliftance. Though moft of the 
nations he fummoned received his ambalTadors with con- 
tempt^ (P), yet he took the field in the twelfth year of his 
reign with what forces he had aflemblcd. Joining battle 
with Phraortes in the great plain of Ragau, he defeated 
that prince’s cavalry, overturned his chariots, and, pur- 


Yr. of FI. 
>675* 

Ante Chr. 
•73* 


Yr. of FI. 
1680. 

Ante Ciir. 
668 . 


Saofducki^ 

nust 


Chron. xxiii. ii, r Ifaiah xx, 4* * Judith i. 5, feTeq. 


(P) Herodotus confirms this, 
very plainly, telling us, that 
the Allyrians, “ Thofel mean, 
fays hcj who lived at Nineveh, 
who had formerly been the 
chief of all, but were now de- 
ferred by their friends or vaf- 
fals, though neverthelefs in a 
good ftate to defend themlelves ; 
againft thefc, fays he, did Phra- 
ortes, the Mede, make war,” It 
appears, then, chat Nebuchado- 


nofor had lived peaceably tillthe 
twelfth year of his reign, when, 
perceiving himfelf and his king- 
dom in danger from the vifto- 
rioLis and infultlng Medes, he 
took the alarm, and invited all 
the nations of the Eail to his 
afliftance. No two hiftoriaal 
pieces can, fo far as they are 
conceAed together, more il- 
luftrate each other than Hero- 
dotus, and. the book of Judith, 
fuing 
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fuing the king to the adjacent mountains, whither he had 
made his retreat, took and put him to death. ' After 
this viftory, he entered Media, reduced many ftrong holds, 

, and, pufhing on his conqucfls, ftormed the famous city of 

Ecbatan, which he levelled with the ground. FluDied be- 
yond meafure by this, perhaps, more than expefted fuo 
cefs, he returned to Nineveh, where he fcafted and re- 
velled with thofe who had attended him in this expedi- 
tion, for the fpace of one hundred and twenty days * Q^). 

Elated to a pitch of infolence and vanity, that fe'^med to 
border upon madnefs, he afterwards denounced vengeance 
againft the whole earth. As the executor of his*'wrath, 
he fent forth Holofornes, at the head of a powerful army, 
wdth orders to put all to the fword who fhould oppofe 
him, and referve fuch as fubmitted, to be puniflied by him- 
fclf'*. As to the ciuelty w'ith which thefe orders were 
executed ; the dread and terror that mercilefs general 
{truck into the countries through w’hich he marched 5 the 
refolutiori taken by the Jews to withlland the mighty con- 
^ queror j the great flreights to wdiieh the city of Bethulia, 
and the w’holc nation, were reduced; their miraculous 
deliverance ; and, laftly, the {laughter of the Affyrian 
army ; the reader will lind a diftind and minute account 
of thefe particulars in the book of Judith 
Yr. of PI. Saofduchinus w'as fucceeded by Chynaladan, or Sarac, 
1700. as Polyhiftor calls him. In his reign the Medes, having 
Ante Clir. Cynares, the fon of Pliraortes, at dieir head, a young and 
warlike prince, not only recovered what the Aflyrians had 
taken from them after their viftory in the plains of Ragau, 
but utterly defeated them in a pitched battle, and obliged 
ihem to flielter thcmfelves behind the walls of Nineveh, 
their metropolis, to w-hich they laid clofe fiege. But they 
were loon obliged, by the irruption of the Scythians, to 
abandon the enterprize, and employ their arms in defence 
of their own country 

In the mean time NabopahlTar, a Babylonian, whont 
Chynaladan had cntrullcd with the command of his troops 

^ JutUrh i. s, & feq, Ibid, ii. 1—13. cibid.ii— xv. 

* Hcrodot. lib, i. cap. 104. lib. il, cap. i. &c lib. vii. cap. 10, 

( QJ This' fuccefsful war of the fame flory moll carelefsly 
Saofduchinus, or Nebuchado- told ; and this feaft la certainly 
siofor, againft the M^des, is the fame Sardanapalus is faid 
• exa£lly almoft what Ctefias to have given his vii^nouB 
writes of SardanapaluB ; it is army. 


in 
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in Chaldea, taking advantage of the low ebb to which the 
Aflyrian power was reduced, fic3i|fced from him, apd feized 
on the kingdom of Babylon l^Wiimfelf*. Chynaladan, 
terrified' at the news of this revolt, and dreading the cala- 
mities ready to befal him, fet fir|^ to his palace, and was Yr. of FI, 
confumed with all his wealth in the flames ^ (R). The J7»a- 
Aflyrian empire fiibfifted feveral years after his death ; 
but, as to his fucceiTors, we are left quite in the dark. 

All we know for certain is, that it was in the end over- chjnala^ 
turned by the Medcs and Babylonians. Thus fell the em- dan burns 
pirc of Aflyria 5 concerning which we fliould have had hts palac$ 
next t(y nothing genuine to relate, but for the afliftance of 
Scripture, and the incltimable concurrence of Ptolemy’s 
Aftronomical Canon. 


ODee«OMB909M,0«M*Oo«MOB«MOo«MO*MBO«MaOMNO«MOMMOBM»OM»oO>>«»gOMwO«MfO 


C H A P. X. 

The Hijiory of the Babylonians. 

S E e T. I. 

^he Defeription of the Country of Babylon, or ChaUaa, 

I S country was known, in the moft ancient times, 
^ by the names of Shinar and Shinaar. The appella- 
tion of Shinar it feems to have retained even in Daniel’s 


« Polyhift. apud Syncel. Chron. p. no. & in Grsc. Eufeb. Seal, 
p. 38, 39* ^ Id. ibid. 


(R) We have taken notice 
that ^lere are two Sardanapa- 
lufes ip profane welters; and 
thefe two can have* been no 
other than the great Ailer-Had- 
don, king of Allyrla, who may 
have been the fecund of the 
name j as the eontradinn of the 
prefeat, which is all we have 
of it, feems to iinjdy. The 
protane accounts reprefent the 
one to have been a great mag- 
nificent prince, and to have 
built even two cities in one 


day, as Tarfus and Anchiale, 
and to have died peaceably and 
quietly in his bed ; the other 
is reprefented as a fluggard, 
whoperilhed in the flames that 
confumed his palace, his fer- 
vants, and his treafure. The 
former then muft have been 
the great Afler-Haddon, or Sar- 
dan^Ful, of Scripture ; and the 
latter inufl have been this ob- 
feure prince Sarac, Sarchedon, 
or Sardon-Ful. 


time. 
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time. As for the name of Babylon, it is univcrfally 
pofed to have been bc^ggy ed from that of the tower of 
Babel, as the name of arofe from the Chaldaeana, 

or Ghafclim Thefc two names fometimes extend to the 
whole country, being indiflFerently taken for each other, 
and fometimes are limited to certain parts. By Babylon, 
or Babylonia, is meant the country more immediately in 
the neighbourhood of the city of Babylon ; and by Chal-^ 
daea, that which extends fouthward to the Perfian gulph. 
Chaldaea is ufed by the writers of the Old Teftamenc for 
the whole country ^ j and Babylonia, generally fpeaking, 
by the profane ^ It lies between 30 and 35 degrees of 
north latitude ; and was bounded, according to Ptolemy*, 
on the north by Mefopotamia, on the eaft by the Tigris, 
on the weft by Arabia Deferta, and on the fouth by the 
Perfian gulph, and part of Arabia Felix. In Babylonia, 
properly fo called, or as a diftinft province from Chal- 
daea, were the following cities : Babylon, the metropolis 
of that kingdom, which we fhall defcrlbe in the reign of 
Nebuchadnezzar, to whom, in great meafure, it owed its 
grandeur j Vologefia, or Vologefpcerta, built on the Eu- 
phrates, by Vologefis, king of the| Parthians, in the time 
of Vefpafian ^ 5 Barfita probably Strabo’s Borfippa fa- 
cred to Diana and Apollo, famoub in Strabo’s time for a 
woollen manufaflure, and being the feat of a certain feft 
of Chaldaeans, thence called Borifippeni *, Idiccara, on the 
Euphrates, and the borders of Arabia Deferta; Coche, in 
the ifland Mefene, formed by the Tigris, Sura, andPom- 
beditha, of which the fituation is very uncertain. 

In Chaldaea Ptolemy places the cities Spunda,Batrachar- 
ta, Shalatha, Altha, and Teridon, all on the Tigris ; in the 
inland country were, according to the fame geographer, 
Chuduca, Chumana, Bethana, Orchoe, Biramba, and fe- 
veral others, equally unknown. Some will have Orchoe 
to be the Ur of the Chaldaeans, where Abraham was born ; 
but others, perhaps upon better grounds, fuppofe the Ur 
mentioned by Ammianus Marcellinus, and placed by him 
between the Tigris and the city of Nifibis, to have been 
the birth-place of that patriarch. It is true, that the 
Ur, mentioned by Ammianus, ftood in Mefopotamia; 
but, that part of Mefopotamia, which lay on the Tigris^ 

c Jofeph. Antiq. lib. i, cap. 7.^ ^ Jerem. xxiv> 5. xxv. is. 

1. f , &c. Ezek. xii. 13. 1 Diodor. lib. ij. cap. 11, is. Strabo, 

lib. xvi, Aib init. Colin, lib. 7. cap. iz. k Pliny, lib. v. cap. 
% 6 . Ammian. lib. xxiii, cap. zo, l Ptol. lib. v- cap. ult, 

Suabo, libi xvi. p. 30^ 


was 
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WaS anciently comprifed under the name of Chaldaea, ap- 
pears plain, not only from profane writers, but from Scrip- 
ture In ancient times the Babylonian name, extending 
far beyond the limits both of Babylonia and Chaldsea, 
comprifed all, or the greater part, of the provinces fubjeft 
to the Babylonian empire (S). But as we have already 

" A£ts vii. 1. 4. 

(tJ) The limits of the Baby- on Euphrates, and a large re- 
Ionian empire were much the gion on this fide the Euphrates, 
fame with thofe of the Aflyrian inhabited by the Arabians and 
empire, after the revolt of the Syrians, properly fo called, lis 
Medes ; tand hence the Baby- far as Cilicia, and Phoenicia, 
lonianname wasalmoft aswide- and Libya, and the fea of E- 
ly extended as the AlTyrian ; gypt, and the Sinus IlFicus/* 
and indeed they are frequently And a little after, delcrihing^ 
ufed the one for the other, the extent of the Babylonian 
though this latter feems the region, he “ bounds it on the 
moft generally to have had the north with the Armenians and 
afcendant and pre-eminence, as Medes, unto the mountain Za- 
belng prior, and, as it were, grus ; on the weft fide, with 
fuperior to the former. “ Bero- Sufa, and Elymais, and Pa- 
fus fays, that Nebuchadnezzar rsetacenc, incl a lively ; on the 
held Egypt, Syria, Phoenicia, fouth with the Perfiaii gulf, 
and Arabia ; and Strabo adds and Chaldasa ; and on the weft, 

Arbela to the territories of Ba- • with the Arabes Sccnitoe, as far 
bylon ; after faying that Baby- as Adiabene and Gordysea,’* 

Ion was anciently the metropo- Afterwards, fpeaking of Su- 
lis ofAflyria, he thus deferibes fiana and Sittacene, a region 
the limits of the Aflyriaii ein- between Babylon and Sufa, 
pire (or more properly the Ba- and of Paractacene and Colftea, 
bylonian) : contiguous, faith and Elymais, and of the Saga- 
he, (lib. xvi.) toPcrfia and Su- pen! and Silocenl, two little 
fiana are the Aflyrians ; for fo adjoining provinces, he con- 
they call Babylonisf, and the eludes (lib. xvi. p. 74O : 
greateft part of the region a- “ And thefe are the nations 
bout it j part of which is At- which inhabit Babylonia caft- 
turia, wherein I3 Ninus (or ward ; to the north are Media 
NineveMi and Apollonlatis, and Armenia, exclufively ; and 
and the Elymeans, and the Pa- weftward are Adiabene and Me- 
rsetacffi, and Chalpnitis by the fopolamia, inclufively. The 
mountain Zagrus, and the fields greateft part of Adiabene is 
near Ninus, and Dolomene, plain, the fame being part of 
and Chalachene, and Chazene, Babylonia : in fome places it 
and Adiabene, and the nations borders on Armenia ; for the 
of Melbpotamia near the Got- Medes, Armenians, and Baby- 
clyoeans, and the Migdones a* lonians warred frequently bn 
bout Nifibis, unto Zeugma up- one another (i)." 

(1) Sir Ifaac Newton'i ChrorL of Anti Kingd. amended, p, 3x4, jxj. 
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dcfcribcd fome of thofe countries, and (hall fpeak of thft 
others in their proper places, we confine ourfelves here to 
Ba^lonia and Chaldsea, properly fo called. 

CUmati This country enjoys an air very temperate and whol- 
and ftrti- {ojtiQ for the moft part, thoi^h at certain feafons of the 
year no climate can be pofTibly more dangerous. The 
heats are fo extraordinary, that the richer fort were ufed 
to fleep in tubs and cifterns of water “ ; nor coiild they 
bear to live without this pernicious pradice, which ftill 
continues, as is well known to all who have travelled into 
thofe parts. At certain feafons this country is expofed 
to a peftilential wind, much talked of by modern travellers^ 
It feldom or never rains here for certain months of the 
year; fo that the inhabitants in the northern parts, and 
^generally all over it, are at great labour and trouble in 
watering their lands, the engines and wheels which they 
make ule of for that purpofe being fo numerous, efpecially 
along the banks of the Euphrates, as fometimes to hurt 
the navigation of the river p. This drought continues 
commonly eight months of the year 5 nay, it has been 
fometimes known not to have rained here for two years 
and a half together; and the inhabitants reckon, that, if it 
docs but rain twice or thrice in the year, it is enough for 
their purpofe. Herodotus fays, that in the land of the 
AiTyrians it feldom rained ; and that, though the country 
was like Egypt, its fertility was not caufed by the inunda- 
tions of the river, as in that kingdom, but by the painful 
labour of the inhabitants, who either adually watered it 
by hand, or dug trenches, and other conveyances of that 
kind, for Its refrefhment and fecundation j however, the 
fame fort of labour is ncceflary even in Egypt The foil 
being rich, the climate in general excellent, and the in- 
habitants induftrious, this country for fertility ufed to vie 
with any other fpot on the face of the earth. We have 
feen it compared to Egypt, as above ; and the fouthern 
parts of it, between the rivers, may be particularly com- 
pared with the Delta of that country, it being made up of 
iflandSf .fome formed by nature, and fome by art ; and ig 
befides almoll under the fame parallel of latitude 1 nor is 
the other patt of it, Chaldea properly fo called, between 
the Euphrates and the mountains of Babylon, as they are 
commonly termed, much lefs watered by rivers and ca- 

• Plutarch Sympof. Hb. iii. p. S40. p Leon, Rauwolf ‘s Tr, 
into the E^ftern Country, part ii* chap. p, iSo. q Vide Purch. 
Pilgr. vol. i. chap, la, p. 6a. Rauwolf, ubi Aipra, p. 1 ja, Strabo, 
lib. XV, p, 6pa. 
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Hah conduced from the Euphrates, and large refervoirs 
of lakes borrowed from the fame river. Hence Herodotus 
compares this country with Egypt ^ ; and obferves the ex- 
cellence of its foil, mentioning it was fo fruitful, that 
what he could fay on that fubjed would appear incredible 
to fuch as had not, like himfelf, been eye-witnelTes of its 
fertility ; he adds, that, for the plenty of its produdions, 
it was reckoned to be equal to a third part of Afra, that is, 
of the Perfian empire ; and that, in the fame year, it 
yielded three hundred fold, but generally two hundred. 

Being a country well watered, for the moll part low 
and flat, it may have abounded with willows ; whence it 
came to be called the Valley of Willows, as Prideaux • 
would, after Bochart, mend the text^ The palm alfo 
iflourifhed naturally all over this land, and chiefly that of 
the date-kind, which afforded meat, wine, and honey \ 
though the vine, the olive, and the fig-tree, were what 
this otherwife happy country could not boaft of, no more 
than her filler Egypt.' But, for grain, it exceeded every 
other land ; the millet and the felame (hot up here to the 
fize of trees ; and the leaves of the barley and wheat were 
ufually four fingers broad The fefame aflbrded them 
oil, inflead of the olive ; and the palm yielded wine iii- 
ftead of the grape. In fhort, for vegetable produdlions, It 
may be juHly compared with Egypt j and to dwell on 
them would be little better than repeating what we have 
already faid. This fertility muft have been greatly owing 
to the rivers Tigris and Euphrates, which in the months of cana/s, 
June, July, and Auguft, overflowing their banks, laid the 
country under water; the fnow in thofe months melting 
in great quantities on the mountains of Armenia. But 
thefe inundations proving very detrimental, the inhabit- 
ants guarded againft them by numbers of artificial rivers 
and canals, whereby the waters were diflributed, the 
country in general was benefited, and an eafy communi- 
cation ^ffedled among the inhabitants. The Euphrates, 
according to Ptolemy*, above Babylon, near a town inMe- 
fopoiamia called Sipphara, divides itfelf into two branches, 
one running to Babylon, and the other to Seleucia, where 
it falls into the Tigris, The latter was, if we believe 
Pliny partly artificial ; for he places Seleucia at the con- 
fluence of the Tigris and the Euphrates, adding, that the 

r Herodot, lib. i. cap, 193* * Conned, of the Hilt, of the 

Old and New Tcft. part i. book i, p. 105, 8vo. t Ifai xv. 7- 

• Herodot. ubi fuprii xPtol. hb. v. cap. 17, y Plin. lib, 

Cap. a6. « , 
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Euphrates was convc7ed to it by a canal. Prideaux, upmt 
his atithority, fuppofes that branch to have been wholly 
artificial, and ranks it among the ftupendous works of Ne- 
buchadnezzar Between thefe two branches an artificial 
canal was cut from the Euphrates, above Babylon, to the 
Tigris at Apamea, fixty miles below Seleucra. As this ca- 
nal, being fo large as to be navigable by great veflels, it was 
thence called, in theChaldaean language, Naarmalcha, which 
anfwers Ptolemy’s Bafileios Potamos, or royal river. In- 
ftead of Naarmalcha, we read, in Ifidorus Characenus, Nar- 
macha *, in Zofimus, Narmalaches *, in Abydenus, Armaca- 
Ics; and in Pliny, Armalachar*. But Amrnianns Mar- 
cellinus calls it by its true name Naarmalcha, which he 
rightly interprets the royal river^. From the Naarmalcha 
the emperors Trajan and Severus, in their wars with the 
Parthians, dug a new canal to the Tigris near Coche on 
the weft, and Ctefiphon on the caft fide of that river. 
As thefe canals were all dug by kings or emperors, they 
all juftly claimed the title of Naarmalcha ; but moft authors 
agree in beftowing it, by way of pre-eminence, on one 
only. Pliny, Ammianus, and Polybius, by the Naar- 
malcha feem to underftand the branch of the Euphrates, 
that fell into the Tigris at Seleucia. But Ptolemy’s Na- 
armalcha, or Bafileios Pota,mos, extended from tne Eu- 
phrates to the Tigris at Apamea ; and with him Bochart 
and moft of the modern geographers agree. This canal 
was dug by Nebuchadnezzar, as Abydenus informs us, 
to convey the waters of the Euphrates, when it over- 
flowed, into the Tigris before they reached Babylon. One 
of thefe canals is mentioned by Ezekiel under the name of 
Chebar, or, as the Greek verfions have it, Chobar, which 
moft interpreters fuppofe to have been borrowed from Go- 
baris or Gobryas, the name of the governor,' who was 
appointed, as Pliny informs us, to overlook the work, 
and probably the fame Gobryas, who afterwards revolted 
from the Babylonians to Cyrus, as will be related in a more 
proper place \ which of the above mentioned canals the 
prophet fpoke of under that name, we will not take, upon 
us to determine. At fome diftance to the weft ward of 
Sipphara was another river, called by Ptolemy the Na- 
arfares, but by Ammianus the Marfes or Marfias. This 
too was, according to Ptolemy, a branch of the Euphrates, 

X Prid. Connec. book ii. part. i. p. 103. • IHd. Chirac, in 

^Stath. Parth. Zof. lib. iii. cap* 24.. Abyd. apnd. Eufeb. ^ Praep, 
lib, ix. cap. 41, Plin. lib. vi. cap- 6. Ammian; lib. xxiv. cap. at. 

running 
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riinninp weft of Babylon, and mixing again with it near 
Vologella. Bochart fuppofes this river to be the Narraga, 
mentinnecl by Pliny, among the ftreams that watered the 
country of Babylon. At the diftance of eight hundred 
furlongs from Babylon to the fouth was another canal, 
called by Arrian Pallacopas^, and by AppianPallacotta'^, de- 
rived from the branch of the Euphrates that pafled through 
Babylon, and conveyed to certain lakes or marflies in Chal- 
dsea. Til this canal, or river, as Arrian calls it, Alex- 
ander i.uled frorn the Euphrates to the above mentioned 
lakes. iStrabo deferibes the coiirfe of this canal, though 
he do<‘«tnot name it% as will plainly appear, if we com- 
pare uliat he writes of one of thefe canals, with what we 
read of this in Appian and Arrian. But it would be la- 
bour in vain to attempt the tracing out, even with the 
heft helps, thefe kiul the other numerous branches and 
canals, which watered the ancient country of Babylon. 
Many of them that have been formerly confiderable, are 
now no more j and others have been formed Gnce, that 
were not in ancient days ; for a country fo prodigioufly 
watered, -fo low m fituation, and fo fubjecl to the violence of 
extraordinary invmdations from thofe two great rivers 
the Tigris and Euphrates, and fo negleiftcd, as it has been 
for feveral ages, muft have ofjen and confulerably changed 
its face fince the time of Ptolemy j and it is next to 
impoflible to deferibe it, fuch as it was while the feat of 
empire, when the inliabitants had riches fufficient to take 
care of its numerous banks, and to keep them in repair. 

The Euphrates fprings from the mountains of Arme- 
nia, continues its courfe fouthward, wafliing the eafteni 
fkirts of Syria, foiuh-eaftward, dividing Arabia from Me- 
fopotamia, and north-eaftward, feparating likewife Chal- 
and Babylonia from Mefopotamia, till, mixing with 
its fellow^-traveller the Tigris, it falls at length into the 
Perfian gulph. This great river is flow, for the moft part, 
in its epurfe, and not v/ell adapted throughout for navi- 
gation, fome parts of it being ftioal, and fome rocky. 
It is jiot navigable, by tfie larger fort of barks, lower than 
a place called . Roufvaine, but the fmaller craft may go 
down quite to Balfora, Beyond Roufvaine there are rocks 
which are dangerous for the larger vellels, but eafily 
avoided by the fmaller. Thevenot is of opinion, that the 

< Arrian. Exped. Alex. lib. vii. _ 4 Appian. Bell. Civil- 

lib. ii. fub. fin. ■ Strabo, lib. xvi. p, jio, 
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Euphrates might, with very little trouble, be made navi* 
gable, even by great barks, quite to the Tigris, only hf 
clearing the channel of the (tones with which it is choked 
up in I'unne places. At Roufvaine, a village^ at a fmall 
dillance from the Euphrates, the merchandize is put 
afhore, and carried upon camels to Bagdad, a day’s jour- 
ney dillant, where it is embarked on the Tigris, and con* 
Teyed to Balfora-. The Euphrates, in fome places, dl-- 
\idcs itfelf into fo many broad branches, that the pilots 
are at a lofs which way to fleer. Though it is not rapid 
in its courfe, its water is fo foul, that there is no drink- 
ing it till it has fettled for a time, or been pafled riirough 
a cloth or a drainer^ ; and then it is lighter, and prefer- 
able to any other in thefe parts ; whence the river is known 
to the neighbouring people, by a name which fignifies the 
water of dejtre The nfli or the Euphrates are alfo re* 
ported to be excellent in their kind ; and particular notice 
is taken of one rcfembling a carp, which fometimes weighs 
feventeen or eighteen pounds \ 

The ancient way of navigating this river, was very fin- 
gular and extraordinary. The veflels were round, with-» 
out diftinftion of head or (tern, and no better than great 
wicker-baikets coated over with hides, guided by two 
oars, or paddles. Thefe veflels were of different fizes, 
and fome of them capable of carrying a burden of palm- 
wine, or other merchandize, to the weight of five thou- 
fand talents. When they had thus fallen down the river 
to Babylon, and unloaded their cargo, they fold the veflTel; 
but kept the hides, and, loading their alTes with them, 
returned home by land, the rapidity of the ftream not aU 
lowing them to return by water ^ 

The Euphrates now difembogues itfelf into the Tigris, 
below Bagdad ; and is called by the Arabs, Schat-al-Aa- 
rab, that is, the rivt r of the Arabs. It is highly probable, 
that the Euphrates at firft emptied itfelf into the fea by a 
mouth of its o\m ; and that its waters were afterwards 
conveyed, by art, partly into the Tigris, and partly into 
the marfhes of Chaidaea, Of this opinion, among the an* 
cients, was Pliny, whofpeaking of the Euphrates and Ti- 
gris, tells us, that the mouths of thefe two rivers were, 
according to fome, twenty-feven, according to others, 
only feven miles diftant ; tnat ihty were both navigable ; 

^ RauwoTFp part ii. chap. i. page Thev, Voyage au Lev,, 
part i, chap. 9, p. 40. g Thevenot, ubi fupra, Rau- 

wolf. t HerodoC. lib. i, cap. 194. 
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but that the Orchenians, and other neigbouring people, 
had long ago flopped the courfe of the Euphrates, to 
water their lands ; fo that it was no longer conveyed into 
the fea by a mouth of its own, but by that of the Pafiti- 
gris*?. put of this river, before it was branched out by 
art into the feveral channels we have mentioned, we can 
give no tolerable account, having been left quite in the 
dark, as to its primitive ftate, by the facred as mtII as’ 
profane writers. The former only tell us, that there 
were feveral rivers at Babylon ^ ; and that one of them 
was called Cheb^r, as we have obferved above ; an ac- 
count of that river, in the rhore early times, being foreign 
to their purpefe. As for the profane writers, fome of 
thofe channels were more ancient than the moft early 
among them, who confequejitly muft have been no lefs 
\n the dark than wc arc. 

•This country is particularly remarkable for having in- 
clofed, according to the moft rational opinion, within its 
limits, great part of Farad ife. Here alfo was the great 
plain of Shinar, now Senjar, where the whole race of 
mankind, were gathered together in one body after the 
flood, and whence they difperfed themfelves over the face 
pf the earth. The ruins of Babylon, and what remains 
of the tower, as fuppofecl, of Babel, might here claim a 
place, had not another more proper occurred in the former 
part of this work. 


SECT. II. 

The Antiquhy^ Government, Lazvs, Religion^ Cuftoms^ 
Arts^ Learning, and Trade ^ of the Babylonians. 

“D ABEL is the firft kingdom we find mentioned in Scrlp- 
^ ture, and, in point of antiquity, was prior to that of 
Affur, thou^, according to the common courfe of hif- 
tory, if muft appear after it, Nimrod was the founder of 
it 5 but, for many ages, it evidently appears to have re- 
maitied a petty royalty, till the Affyrians paved the way 
to the empire it attained. Should it be allowed, that, 
even under Nimrod, it rofe to any height of power, no- 
thing feems more natural than to conclude, that it fud- 
denly funk to a level with its neighbours, and even 
below fome of them, and particularly the famous and an- 

k Pliny, lib. vi. cap. 17. 1 Ffalm. cxxxvii. 
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cient kingdom of Elam or Pcrfia ; for, fo early as the daya 
of Abraham, we meet with a king of Sennaar, the ancient 
Babylon, in the army of Chedorlaomer, king of Elam 
as a valfal, feemingly, and a tributary. The arguments 
we have ufed to deftroy the boafted antiquity of Aflyria, 
might be alleged here to deftroy that of this empire; but, 
not to repeat what we have fo fully urged, and which muft 
of courfe aftedt this empire, as it confefledly rofe upon 
the ruins of the former, we fhall only obferve, that the 
Scripture makes no mention of any king of Babylon from 
the king of Shinaar above mentioned in the army of Elam, 
till the days of Merodach-Baladan, who was contemporary 
with Hezekiah ” ; as alfo that, by the feveral hiftories of 
the nations already fpoken of in this work, it is plain, 
that no Babylonian prince awed any of them, till many 
years after Merodach-Baladan, So that though we confefs 
this to have been the moft ancient kingdom of the world, 
yet we cannot allow it to have attained the imperial dig- 
nity till what we may call very lately, in comparifon of 
what has been vainly boafted, and unwarily believed. 

The Babylonians, or Chaldaeans, however, laid claim 
to a moft extravagant antiquity, unwilling to be in- 
ferior to the Egyptians, or any other nation. They pre- 
tended to have regiftered the^tranfaftions of one hundred 
and fifty thoufand years according to fome, or four 
hundred and feventy-three thoufand years, according to 
others reckoning down to Alexander, from the time 
they firft began to obferve the ftars ; a monftrous fable, 
which needs no refutation. 

T/ieir go- The government of this nation, if the charafter whicl^ 

mtrnment. generally prevails concerning its founder Nimrod may be 
iclied on, was, in its very infancy, tyrannical and defpo- 
tic ; but that it continued fo, is not to be fuppofed,' ex- 
cept at the fame time it be conceived, that its firft prince 
was fucceeded by kings exaftly of his own charafter. 
After hinf> it certainly was on a level with tne pet^y king- 
doms of thefe parts, till the Aflyrians, in procefs of time, 
laid the foundation whereon it afterwards exalted itfejf as 
the “ queen of the eaft.” And, as from the former it 
derived its luftre and majefty, nothing is more likely, or 
indeed more certain, than that it adhered to the practices 
of its founder ; and the rather, as thofe Babylonians 
themfelves were Aflyrians, defeended from Pul the great 

« Genef, xiv. 9. " » Kings xx. 11. • Vide Synedb 

Chronogr. 9 Diod, Sic. Bibl. Hilt. lib. ii. p. 81. 
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Aflyrian, who immediately gave rife to both the empires. 

The government, therefore, of Babylon, like that of Af- 
fyria, was defpotic; and the feeptre, itfeems, hereditary. 

The whole centted in the perfon of the king : all decrees 
ilTued from his mouth: and how could it be otherwife, 
when he afFefted even deity, and divine worfliip, as the 
cuftom was with thofe princes ? And here, by the way, 
it may be obferved, that this political and impious arro- 
gance was but natural to men who had nothing lefs in 
view than to lord it over the whole bulk of mankind. It <rhe poH^ 
was one of the moft effeftual means they coi^ld think of, of deifying 
to intijnidate the nations who had not yet owned their ttingi* 
power 5 and to reftrain thofe who did, from aflerting their 
right to be governed by their own laws. Without fome 
fuch influence upon the fuperllitioiis minds of men, it would 
have been next to impoflible to maintain dominion over 
parts far remote from the feat of the imperial refidence j 
and no doubt the argument they ufed, of having prevailed 
againft all the gods of the nations, and of being mightier 
far than they, carried a conviftion with it, which not only 
ferved all prefent, but future purpofes. And hence it 
muft have been, or upon principles of the fame fort, that 
the great conquerors of the Eaft have always afFefted re- 
tirement from the immediate commerce of others, as be- 
ing too glorious to be beheld by vulgar eyes ; a kind of 
arrogance which implies a fuperiority not much inferior 
to what was claimed by thofe firft monarchs of the Affy- 
vian race, as well on the throne of Nineveh, as on that 
of Babylon. Thefe pioud potentates, however, adminif- 
tered their government by a variety of officers civil and 
military. Accordingly we find them divided into three Huofficen^ 
clafl'es, and fuppofed to be chofen from among the gravefl: ciyilt and 
and moft noble perfonages in all the empire : the firft 
had the charge of virgins, and their difpofal in marriage, 
and were to judge in matters of adultery, and the like 5 
the fecond took cognizance of thefts ; and the third of all 
other crimes. We find the fubordinate powers under this 
mighty emperor divided into princes, governors, captains, 
jucfges, treafurers, and counfellors j fo that it is plain no- 
thing was wanting to maintain peace and good' order in 
the empire ; and that the civil and military occonomy 
was under fevere regulation : as for what relates to reli- 
gion, and Tuperftitious matters, that will fall u&der 
mher head. 
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This great king of kings had an houfhold equal b the 
fublimity of his ilation ; the chief officers of which feem 
to have been the captain of his guard, the prince of his 
euniichsa and the prime minifter, in the nature of the 
Turkifh vizier, who more immediately repref^ted the 
perfon of his great mafter. The firft of thefe had the; 
execution of the arbitrary and fanguinary commands ; the 
fecond had the charge of the education and fulpfiftence of 
the youth of the palace j and the lattpr fat in the king’s 
gate, as it was called* to hear complaints, and to pafs 
judgement. Befides thefe, there feems to have been a 
mailer pf the magicians always at hand» to fatisify the; 
king upon -any thing he might want to know, with regard 
to futurity and prognoftication, None was allowed the 
honour of ferving in his prefence, that was not remark- 
able for beauty of perfon, and excellence of parts ; and 
his wives and concubines, wffiich were doubtlcfs the moft 
beautiful of their fex, feem to have been in very great 
number ^ 

But though thofe kings feem to have claimed fuch high 
honour, to have placed themfelves at fuch a diftance 
from the greateft even of their officers and fubjefts, and 
to have confidered the whole world as created for their 
ufe and fervice ; yet we underftand, that they fouietlnie$ 
condefeended to banquet and* revel with their lords andf 
chief men of their dominions, of whom we read that a 
thoufand were at one time entertained hy Belfliazzar. 
The common ftyle of accofting this mighty fpvereign was, 

O king, live for ever !” and the man, who was fo hap-^ 
py as in a particular manner to gain his favour, was 
clothed in purple or fcarlet, adorned with a chain of gold 
about his neck, and invefted with fome government *. 

The laws of this empire, as we have hinted above, 
mull have been quite vague and uncertain ; yet there was 
one which feems to have been irrevocably nxed ; it was 
calculated to increafe the number of the inhabitants, and 
to oblige all, efpecially the poorer fort of people, to marry, 
left they ftiould choofe rather to live fingle, than be bur* 
dened with families. By this law no man had it in' hi^ 
power to beftow his own daughters in marriage*; but 
they were to be difpofed of by the king or his officers, in 
the manner we fhall relate hereafter. 

' Dan, V. %, 3, k feq, • Idem v. 7. t Vide Herodot. libi 
h cap. 196. & Strabo, lib. xvi. p. 745. 
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As the laws were vague and changeablci the puni(h« 
ments feem alfo to have been unfixed, arbitrary, and vi- 
gorous, in proportion to the tyrant's prevailing paifion or 
caprice. Beheading, cutting to pieces, turning the cri- 
minal’s houfe into a dunghil, and burning in a fiery fur- 
nace are puniftiments we know to have been executed 
by the orders of the kings of Babylon. 

The religion and boafied learning of the Babylonians 
are fo blended together, that we hardly know how to fc- 
parate them into diftindt heads-, for the Chaldees, pro- 
perly fo called, were not only their priefts, but alfo their 
learned men \ whofe whole fcience feems to have been 
fubfervient to the purpofes of fuperftition. Thefe Chal- 
daeans were, perhaps, more diftinguillied from the people 
than the clergy are from the laity wdth us and were as 
much revered in their country, as the Egyptian priefts 
were in theirs ; and are faid to have enjoyed the fame pri- 
vileges. They were wholly devoted to the bufinefs of 
their fuperftitious religion -, and pretended to prophefy, 
and to the gift of predidtion by the rules of augury, the 
flight of birds, and the infpeftion of vidfims ; they ex- 
plained dreams, and all the extraordinary phaenomena of 
nature, as portending good or evil to men or nations ; 
and were thought, by their enchantments and invocations, 
to affeft mankind either with happinefs or mifery. Hav- 
ing, by their fituation, been early addidled to celeftial ob- 
fervations, they, inftead of conceiving juft notions con- 
cerning the omnipotence of the Creator and Mover of the 
heavenly bodies, and of being confirmed in a due belief 
and pradlice of what had been handed by tradition down 
to men by Noah and his fons ; fell into the impious error 
of efteeming thofe bodies as gods, and the immediate go- 
vernors of the world, in fubordination, however, to the 
Deity, who was invifible, but by his works and the effefts 
of his power They concluded, then, that God had 
createc^ the ftars, and great luminaries, to govern the 
world ; that he had accordingly placed them on high, and 
fubJJ:ituted them hisminifters; that it was but juft and 
natural they Ibould be praifed, honoured, and extolled ( 
and that it was even the will of God they fhould be mag- 
nified, feared, and worftiipped, juft as a king defires his 
fervants fhould be refpedted in honour of himlelf. 

Perfuaded of thefe notions, they began to build tem- 
ples, or facclla, to the ftars j to facrifice to them ; to 
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praifc them, and to bow down before them ; that, through 
their means, they might obtain the favour and good-will 
of God y ; fo that they eftcemed them as mediators be- 
tween God and them ; for, that there was a neceffity for 
^ mediatorial office between God and man, is obferved* tp 
have been a notion that generally obtained among man- 
kind from the beginning. Influenced by this doftrinc, 
they became anxious about the moft effe£lual means of 
making their worihip acceptable to the feveral deities ; 
whence they firtt began to build temples or tabernacles, 
dedicated to their fcrvice: but, as in matters of this kind 
there can be no certain form, where there is no immediate 
revelation, and men, aftuated either by fear, or avarice. 
Dr ambition, or aught elfe, had liberty to pretend to what 
they knew nothing of ^ in procefs of time impoftors arofe, 
and gave out, that they had had it enjedned and com- 
manded from God himfelf, that a particular ftar, or 
all of them, (hould be worlhipped, and reprefented un- 
der a preferibed form ; and that none, of any age or 
degree, ftiould be exempt from that adoration 5 and 
thefe fidlionsthey impudently obtruded in a folcmn man- 
ner for revelation. Immediately they began to furnifli 
thefacclla, tabernacles, or temples, with images; and tp 
creft idols under trees, and, upon the tops of hills or 
mountains; and from henceforward they affcmbled toge- 
ther to pay them worfhip, and began to hope for all good, 
and to dread all evil, as proceeding from them, and to ho- 
nour them with the deepeft reverence: their priefts, fen- 
fible of the advantages to be derived from fuch delufions, 
began to think of the forms to be obferved by the credulous 
tnd deluded multitude. Other impoftors there were, whq 
improved upon the firft, and pretended to have hepn ho- 
noured v*th particular inftruftions from particular ftars, 
concerning the exaft mode of the worfhip due or peculiar 
to them, and what ought, and what ought not, to be done 
to pleafe them ; fo that, in procefs of time, the name of 
God became oUiterated among men, and the moft'ftupid 
idolatry poffefled the place of true religion®. 

Such was the rife and progrefs of idolatry, and fuch 
were the original Sabian doftrines ; which, taking root 
firft among the Chaldaeans, afterwards fpread their branches 
fo far as to overfhadow, at one time, all the nations of the 
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Eaft. Fof it muft be difficult to conceive how men could 
have been led into fo grofs an abfurdityi as to worfhipi 
wood, Hone, or metal, formed and fafliioned by their 
own hands, if it be not at the fame time allowed, that 
they imagined their images to have been animated or in- 
formed with a fupernatural power, by fomc fupernatural 
means. 

The firft image- worfliippers did not pretend to pay ado- 
ration to uninformed wood, ftone, or metal 5 and the Si- 
bians, in their tranfition from planet-worfliip to image- 
worfhip, pretended to have infufed the virtues of the pla- 
net in^o the image by which it was reprefented. This 
transfufion they thought to elFeftby forms of confecration, 
and by various incantations ; to draw down from the ftati 
their fevcral intelligencies into their refpeiStive idols: henoe 
arofe all the foolifli fuperftition of telefms, or talifmans \ 
and upon thefe pretended principles of communicative 
operation all the branches of magic and forcery muft have 
had their foundation. 

That this was the firft origin of image-worfliip, Is 
evident', and that it was derived from the heavenl-y 
bodies, the moft confpicuous and glorious to fight, is 
evident by the primary gods of the heathens in general, 
which are Saturn, Jupitejf, Mars, Apollo, Venus, and 
Diana ; by which we can underftand no other than the 
fun and moon, and the five greateft luminaries next to 
them 

This was the religion of the Babylonians, Aflyrians, and. 
Mefopotamians, even before the days of Abraham ; nay, 
in the days of Enos, the fonof Seth % whofe defceiidants 
are faid to have been the firft that cultivated aftronomy. 

The Sabians themfelves boall the origin of their religion 
from Seth, and pretending to have been denominated from 
a fon of his called Sabius, as alfo to have among them a 
book, which they cal) the book of Seth ^ 

Such was the ftate of the old Babylonian religion, till Third Jfggw 
ihofc people came to deify mortal men, as well as the ce- 
leftial bodies. In this extravagance we are apt to think 
they were not the firft, but that the Syrians, whofe empire 
was confelTedly older than either the Aflyrian or Babylonian, 

{hewed them the way, by deifying their great kings, Ben- 
hadad the fecond, and Hazael. The learned Prideaux is 
inclined to think, that the firft Sabians, or idolaters, de- 
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(iroiis to hare all the mediation pofTible with the Tupfeme 
God; and iiHagining that good men had a power with 
him to intercede for them, deified iriany of thofe they 
thought to be fuch ; and that thus they increafed the num« 
ber of their gods* 

Ninus is faid to have been the firft who fet up images 
to be worlhippedi and particularly oiie to his father Be- 
lus^ Who this Ninus Ihould have been but Tiglath-* 
Pilefer, the fon of Pul, or Belus in Scripture, we know 
not : and therefore we muft conclude, that Pul was the 
firft worfhipped in thofe parts as god; and that confe- 
quently he, who was the undoubted founder both of the 
AlTyrian and Babylonian empires, and no other, was thd 
boafted Belus of the later Babylonians, Phoenicians, and 
others, over whom the defeendants of his family extended 
the dominion he had founded. 

This Belus had a temple erefted to him in the city of 
Babylon, and was revered as their primary god, he being 
the firft founder of all the Affyrian and Babylonian gran- 
deur, and fourcc of all the reverence and adoration claim- 
ed by his fucceffors, both at Babylon and Nineveh. To 
him they erefted the tower we have formerly deferibedj 
fo famous in all ages ; though it Ihould feem, that the ho- 
nour of this tdwer, or templf, was meant to be divided 
between him and the true God. This building, as we 
have obferved before, confifted of eight towers raifed upon 
one another; and in the uppermoft was a bed magni- 
ficently fet fohh, and a golden table near it, but no 
image; nor was any perfon fufferfed to be here in the night 
but a particular woman, who, as the priefts gave out, 
Was in an efpecial manner preferred by the god before all 
others. In this place they affirmed he ufed to come and 
repofe himfelf ; fo that they muft have confiderfed him as 
the fupremc God, who either could not be reprefented, or 
would not bear the prefumption in them of attempting his 
rcfemblance. But beneath this there was another femple, 
where there was a gigantic image of Jupiter (Belus), all of 
gold, with a table before him, of the fame metal ; , his 
throne was gold alfo, as was all the furniture about him : 
infomuch that the whole work was valued at eight hun- 
dred talents of gold. This, it feems, was -not the only 
ftatue in this temple ; for we read of another, all of folid 
gold, twelve cubits in height^; but, whether our au- 

« Ambr, la Epift, ad Roman, cap. i, ^ Herodot. lib. i. cap, 
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thor really defigns to defcribe two diftinfl: idols, by giving 
the weight of ihe one, and the dinienfions of the other; 
ior whether he gives the weight and dimenfions above, as 
belonging to one and the fame, is not quite clear. 

However, this great Jupiter, who we think cannot be 
«fiy other than the great Pul, orBelus, by being thus plac- 
ed in fiibordlnation to the great and fupreme God, was 
exalted to the utmoft height to which they could raife him ; 
for this deration muft have implied, that Belus, or Pul, 
divided the empire of the univerfe with him, and that, 
as he was Lord above, the other was lord below ; that, as 
the former was the God of heaven, the other was at leall 
delegated god on earth, and inverted with all power here, 
by the immediate appointment of the invifible Ruler of all 
things. Thus much, we think, we may infer from the 
account we have of the temple of Babylon (T) ; and the 
rather, as it is of a piece with their other fuperftitions, 
and fuits the charafter of their firft warrior Belus. 

As there were two gods in this temple and tower, there The tw 
belonged to it alfo two altars ; which rtood without, one aUan^ and 
of gold, of a moderate fizc, and another much larger; ihc differ* 
upon the golden altar none but fucking vidiims might be 
facrificed; and on the other, none that were not them/ 
^rown; concerning which particulars we leave the reader 
to make his own conjeftures; only obferving, that as they 
were evidently two diftinft gods, they facrificed to, the 
golden altar feems to have been devoted to the fupreme 
God, and the other to his fubordinate, Jupiter ; for by the 
flicking viftims they feem to have meant, that they pe- 
culiarly belonged to him as the nouriftier of all things, 
and that the full grown facrifices being brought to per- 
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fcftlon, he committed them to the care and governmeftt 
of his vicegerent below. Butj as here they plainly facri- 
ficed to them fcparately^ they at other times feem to have 
facrificed to them In common : for^ the. priefts reckoned, 
that they, every year, upon the great altar, burnt an hun- 
dred thoufand talents of libanotus, or precious incenfe s ; 
this may feem to have been intended for both 5 but, that 
it may as likely have been intended as an acknowledgment 
from Belus to the God abpve him, might be conjedtured, 
were we fond of fuch conjeftures. 

Such was the god Belus among the Babylonians, and 
fuch bis temple, and the rank he held in it : but, that he 
was the inventor of aftrology, as fome writers pretend, 
muft not be wondered at, after what has been attributed 
to his daughter-in-law Semiramis, as we have partly feen 
ttlready, and fhall fee farther in a more proper place. 
This Belus or Baal muft not be confounded with the others 
we read of in Scripture, before the rife of the Aflyrian 
empire, as the Baal-Peor of the Moabites, the Baal, or 
Moloch, of the Ammonites i the title fignifies lord with 
all thefe people, who are thofp particularly that arc faid 
to have pafTed their feed through fire,’* and meant 
thereby the fun, whofe heat being, as it were, the life of 
all things, they accounted the heat of fire to be facred ; 
which muft have been one of the firft dodlrines of the 
Sabians in Chaldsea (U), by whom, as we have faid, this 
error was firft broached, and communicated, by degrees, 
to the nations round about. This appears by what we 
read of Abraham, who left his country on the other fide 
of the Euphrates, on account of the idolatries of the land $ 
and, to avoid them, came into the land of Canaan, where 
he found the fentiments and praftices of men more con- 
formable to religion, and the duties we owe to God : for 
Mclehifedek was then alive in Canaan, and ftyled the 
Priefts of the moft high God 5 and the people there were, 
for the moft part, in a ftate of purity in matters of reli- 
gion, as all the nations about muft alfo have been \ nay, 
in thofe days we do not find, that even Egypt was much, 
if at all, infedled with idolatry : the charge of the GreeKS 
againft the Egyptians, as the firft authors of idolatry, is 
plainly confuted by the book of Genefis, which fufficiently 

e Herodot. lib. i. cap. 183. 
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infornns us, that, while the country on the other fide of 
the Euphrates was thoroughly polluted with all abomina- 
tions, the countries on this fide were, as yet, ftrangers to 
them. Nothing then is plainer, than that the religion of 
the Moabites, Ammonites, Midianites, Edomites, Ama- 
lekites, Canaanites, and Philiftines, was only the old Sa- 
bian religion of the Chaldees. 

But, upon the building of Babylon by the Aflyrians, 
the old religion, it feems, fell into fome difcredit, and 
efpecially the more inferior branches of it ; nor can it 
well be doubted, but that, if ever they had, before the 
days Pul, deified any heroes, he mull have foared 
above them all, fince they were not, properly fpeaking, 
Babylonian gods, the city of Babylon not being built in 
their time. For all authors allow Belus to have been 
the immediate founder of the Aflyrian greatnefs, and 
therefore deified : who this Belus was, we may find in 
Scripture ; and what we find there is confirmed by Pto- 
lemy’s Canon ; and therefore we are not to look fo far 
back as Nimrod, or any man elfe that lived a thoufand 
years or more after him. From what we have faid it ap- 
pears, that by Bel or Baal, the Babylonians underftood 
either the fun, or their founder Pul j but, whether or no 
they transformed him into the fun, or whether they kept 
the worftiip of their planet, *and their hero, fo diftinft as 
never to confound them with each other, is a queftion 
which we will not take upon us to decide, 

The deity, next in order to this, feems to have been the Succof^^ 
fame with the Venus of later days in the Weft ; and that Benorh, thi 
file was no other than the goddefs Aftarte, of the Phoe- A(fynan 
nicians, may be gathered from w'^hat follows. Succoth- 
Benoth is mentioned as an idol of the Babylonians’’, though 
it was rather the flirine of an idol belonging to fome deity, 
which deity we have fince tranflated into Venus 5 for the 
import of the word is, thi Tabernacle of Benothy or, the Ta* 
bernacles of the Daughters^: though there are thofe who ren- 
der it, h Tabernacle of IVingi ; fuppofing the idol itfelf to 
have been reprefented as a hen brooding over her chickens* 
arid that ftie was defigned in honour of the conftellation 
called vulgarly the Hen and Chickens, but more learnedly, 
the Pleiades \ but this feems an idle and groundlefs notion. 

It is more likely, that thofe Tabernacles of the Daughters, 
belonged to Venus, whom the Babylonians ftyled Mylitta 

b Vide % Kings xvii. 30. c Sclden de Diis Syr. Syntagm. ii. 
cap. 7, <1 Kimchi Jarchij apudeund, ibidi «Herodot. 
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fignifylng mother^ and the Greeks, Urania; for it was to 
her that the daughters or women of the country were, 
once in their lives, bound to make a facrifice of their mo- 
defly and virtue ; a praftice M’hich we fhall find among 
the cufioms of this people. From this pradlice Selden 
thinks he may well conclude the Aflyrian Iknoth to have 
thf (icrl- been no other than Venus; nay, he derives the latter 
waiivns of name from the former, by changing the B into and / 
the name into j, and thereby forming Vcnos (B). This opinion is, 
oj i/tuuu fome degree, countenanced by Suidas, who feems to 
call the Aflyrian goddefs Binos ^ We may add, that in 
Africa was a town called Sicca Venerea, with a temple, 
in which women were obliged to purchafe their mar- 
riage-money by the proftitution of tlieir bodies This^ 
praftice ohferved here in honour of Venus, and fo near 
a-kin to that wliich obtained among the Babylonians in 
honour of thvir Sneroth Benoth, are a llrong proof, that 
they were one and the fame goddefs; nay, and that the 
name of Sicca Venerea was formed from that of Suecotli 
Benoth. This goddefs had a temple at Aphac, at Baby- 
lon, and probably in other places ; but, for the conve- 
nience of thofe who had no fuch temples among them, 
the priefts. It feems, carried about fmall tabernacles, of 
models of different temples, ^onfuliing, at the fame time, 
the devotion of the people, and their owm intcreft. 

Both maf- goddefs, for (lie is undcrflood to have 

cifi:ne<md Mars and Venus, though here placed fecond to 

jimMiHt, Belus, is generally uudcrltood to have been of much 

greater antiquity than he ; but this opinion is grounded 
upon a fuppofition, that the profane hiitorians, poets, and 
mythologifts, are not out in their computations, If that 
fuppofition be allowed, the authority of . jdTchylus is al- 
leged to prove her antiquity; for that poet calls Fhcjcriice 
the land of Aphrodite or Venus : and his Icboliaft adds, 
that it was called facred to her on account of her temple 
at Aphac. But this argument carries no great llrength 
with it ; for the Aflyrians, of whom the Phoenicians had 
this Venus, are not, and confequently neither is their 
goddefs, near fo ancient as is pretended. 

We have feen, by fome parallel circumftances, that fhc 
was, to all appearance, the fame with the Phoenician Af- 

s Suidas, ad vocem. < Valer, Maxim, lib, ii. cap. 6 . 
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tlrte ; and we ftiall produce feveral others, to confirm 
this conjefture. In the mean time, to begin with this 
Benoth, from whom the whole tribe of great gotltlefit'S 
feem to be derived ; fhe is called the ccleftial Venus, and 
faid to have been firft worfliipped by the Aflyrians^; 
whereby though our author probably means the Syrians, 
properly fo called, we lhall plainly difeover, that the for- 
mer were the firft authors of this worfhip, and tranfmitted 
it to the latter. This goddefs was of both fexes ; and ac- Ariahthi 
cordingly fhe was worfliipped by her votaries fometimes in f/ 

the attire of men^ and fometimes in that of women, the 
men ^nd w'omen mutually changing drefles with each nianyentts* 
other ® ; whence it is fuppofed, that Mofes forbids the wo- 
man to wear what pertaineth to man ; or a man to put on 
a woman’s garment*".” From this prohibition, it appears 
that the worfhip of this planet, or idol, muft have been 
of very ancient date 5 and that the words of the text be- 
fore us, are meant of this mode of worfhipping, is under- 
ftood by Maimonides, who obferves, that in the book of 
magicj compofed by one Centir, it is written, that a man 
fliould put on the flowered garments of a w^oman, when 
he flood before the ftar of Venus, and a woman ufe the 
arms and armour of a man, when fhe flood before the 
ftar called Mars b • and hence the AlTyriart priefts are faid 
to have been unfit to wait on the goddefs Venus, except 
they effeminated their countenance, and affumed all the 
foftnefs and drefs of a woman*. A Greek author*', who 
calls her the moon, fays, that men facrificed to her in the 
habit of women, and w'omen in the habit of men ; becaufe 
fhe v/as both mafculinc and feminine, whereby it is plain, 
that he fpeaks of the AlTyrian Venus. That this Urania, 
or celeftial Venus, of the Aflyrianswas the moon, cannot 
be doubted, by the rank flie holds next to Bel, or the 
fun ; that fhe was likewife the Syrian goddefs, is no lefs 
plain from the defeription we have of the latter, and alfo 
from her rites. 

SheVas called Juno, and her ftatue was contrived fo as She is thi 
to partake of the attributes of Minerva, Venus, Luna, Rhea, 

“©I^na, Nemefis, and the Deftinies, as if flie included 
them all: and that flie did, has been fufficiently proved*, 

She was drawn or fupported by lions, had rays on her 

d Paufan. in Attic. * Vide Selden de Diis Syr, Syntagm. 

ii, cap. 4. f Deut. xxii- 5. t Maim, in more Nevoeb. 

par. iii, cap. 38, l Jnl. Firmic. cap, 4, k Philochr. ' 

apud Macrob. Saturnal.hi cap. 8, ^ Vide Lil. Gyrald. dc 

DiisGenti Seldenj de Diis Syr. Vof. de Idololatr. 
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head, and a tower, and was girt with the ceftiis or gif'- 
die of the celellial Venus. As llie was defigned for the 
fource of all idolatry, with refpeft to the female fex, we 
find her equally honoured by Egyptians, Indians, Ethio- 
pians, Medes, Armenians, and Babylonians, who all 
came in pilgrimage to this mighty goddefs of Hierapolis, 
or the Holy City, which, in this refpeft, feems to have 
fucceeded the city of Babylon, whence fhe had been ba- 
nlflied by the Perfians. Her eunuch-priefts, by taking on 
them the ofEces and habit of women, declare her to have 
been the fame with the AiTyrian Mylittaj and the Ba- 
bylonians, by paying liberal contributions to her, abun- 
dantly confirm this opinion. 

Shits the plain on one fide, that this great Syrian god defs 

fame n^ith was no Other than the celeftial Venus of the Aflyrians j it 
the Afiarti is no lefs manifcfl on the other, that fhe muft have been 
ifthe^hee- Phoenician Aflarte. We have feen her the Queen of 
nuians* Heaven, the Moon, Lucifer, Juno, Venus, Minerva, 
and lo, and married to an Aflyrian. We have feen her 
the goddefs of plcafure, and the god of war, and accord- 
ingly addrefled to under both fexes. It would therefore 
be needlefs to- allege the monftrous effeminacies of the 
men at Aphac, or the mercenary proftitution of the wo- 
men at Byblus, to prove that the one of thefe goddefles is a, 
faithful copy of the other. 

She h the Atargatis, or Derccto, of the 

fame ^nth proper Paleftine in general, or of Afcalon in particular, 
Derccto of vvas any other than the Babylonian or Affyrian Venus. For 
Afcalon* although fhe is fuppofed diftinft from the great Venus^ 
and is fald to have incurred her difpleafure, and in confe- 
quence to have been transformed into a filh j the wor- 
fliip that was paid to fifties, under the eye of the great 
goddefs at Hierapolis, declares Derceto and the Babylo- 
nian Venus to have been one and the fame deity ; and thiis: 
is not conjefture only, for a very judicious author afiu res 
ns, that Atargatis was worfhipped at Hierapolis ; and 
thereby makes her the fame with the Syrian goddefs 
Others are of the fame opinion “, and among them M^^c ro- 
hius®, who ftyles her the mother of the gods, Aftarte, anJ 
the Hierapolitan or AfTyrian goddefs. In fhort, Atar- 
gatis was Venus, Juno, Minerva, Aftarte the Syrian 

f goddefs P, and confequently the celeftial Venus of the Af- 
yrians. So that we fee her the fame goddefs tranfported 

» Vide Strabo, lib. xvi. p. 748. nPlin. Hift. Nat, lib. t. 

fap* zj, P Macrobi in Saturn* j. cap, z}. Selden, ubi fupra. 

from 
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from the banks of the Euphrates, into which flie is faid 
firft to have plunged herfelf, to efcape the fury of the in- 
exorable Typhon “3 (C) ; and but juft varied fo far as to leave 
room for each particular country to claim her origin. So 
the Syrians, who feem to have received her firft, and 
were neareft to the place of her native abode, preferved 
her, it is likely, in the moft genuine form ; the Pherni- 
dans, who were next, altered her no farther than to make 
her a Phoenician 5 and the Philiftines, or Afcalonites, who 
were a little farther off, that they too might make her 
their own, turned her into a monfter, woman upwards 
and fifti downwards ; rather than not have her, they were 
willing to allow her to have been in fubordination to fome 
Other goddefs, who had fuch a power over her as to chaf- 
tife-her by' a metamorphofis from her firft ftiape. 

It appears, then, that the woifliip p<iid to this goddefs 
came originally from Afiyria and Babylonia j and was efta- 
bliftied in the countries we have mentioned, by the pre- 
vailing power of thofe two empires; but they being over- 
turned by the Perfians, who had an averfion to Sabianifm, 
each of them, forgetting the fource whence they derived 
their fuperftitions, claimed them as peculiar to themfelvcs, 
and new-modelled them accordingly. 

And now It may not be ^mifs to enquire, how far the h fwor/hip 
tradition concerning Semiramis agrees with what we are as 
told of this goddefs. In this inquiry we ftiall find feveral ^*'*^^^* 
circumftances concurring to induce us to believe fhe was 
worftiipped as thefupreme goddefs of the Babylonians. We 
have feen her born of a goddefs at Afcalon, who, for lhame 
of conceiving her, plunged herfelf into a lake, and be- 
came a fifti ; and hence fifli are faid to have been wor- 
fliipped. We have feen her miraculoufly fed by doves or 
pigeons in a defert; and hence that bird became facred. 

We have feen it foretold, that flie ihould not die, but va- 
nifh from the fight of men, and obtain divine honours 
from the Afiatic nations. We have feen it was pretended 
ftie difappeared in the form of a dove, and went off at- 
tended by a flight of them ; and hence another reafon is 
"*^ven why the dove became facred. We have feen her 

4 Manil. Adronom. iv. 

(C) We fee here Typhon ceive, by fome parallel cir- 
Introduced into the Babylonian cumllances, that there waa no 
mythology, though he was an very wide difference between 
Egyptian ; but we may per- the religions of the two nations. 

C c 3 the 
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the abandoned proftitutci and the martial heroine; and 
hence flie may have been the celeftial Venus adored under 
both fexes, and the Phoenician Aftarte, now painted in 
Sirmour, and now reprefented as the patronefs of lewd- 
nefs and effeminacy. In Ihort, we have feenherthe firft 
that made eunuchs ; and hence we may have the origin of 
the eunuch-priefts, or Galli, who attended upon the Sy- 
rian goddefs ; an origin certainly more probable than what 
is pretended in the idle ftory of Combabus and StratonicC;! 
who lived fonie hundred years after Semiraniis. 

Upon the whole, we may well conclude, that the celef- 
tial Venus of the Aflyrians, the Aftarte of the Phoenicians, 
and the Derceto or Atargatis of the later Philiftines, were 
all derived from Semiramis, or whatever elfe her true name 
was, the firft foundrefs of Babylon; who feems to have 
been tranflated into the Queen of Heaven, the moon, as 
Bolus or Pul, the firft Anyrian monarch, was changed 
into the fun ; that all the Jupiters and Junos, and the reft 
who arc fuppofed to have been oijce mortal, or converfant 
here on earth, are derived from this fource ; and that, on 
this AlTyrian oi Babylonian foundation, the whole fuper- 
ftrufture of the Greek polythelfm and idolatry was raifed, 
Tor the Greeks had their religion from the Phoenicians^ 
partly, and partly from the Egyptians, who derived theirs 
originally from the banks of the Euphrates and Tigris, as 
maybe gathered from the religious ftate of the countries 
on either fide of the Euphrates in the days of Abraham, as 
v^e have hinted before. The Egyptians feem in time, in- 
deed, to have crcdled a fyftem of their own, though not very 
widely different from the Babylonian, as will plainly appear 
if we compare them together. The Phoenicians, who had 
equally communication vAth the two nations, feem to 
have mixed both fyftems ; in fhort, Aftarte, who was the 
celeftial Venus of the Babylonians, was alfo the Egyptian 
goddefs Ifis, there being fcarce any difference between 
tliefe two great and ancient nations, in the mair* points 
of religion, or with refpeft to their chief and favourite 
gods, except in the names they have conferred on tb^-y 
m order to appropriate them to themfelves. Nothing 
appears in hiftory more plain, than a perfeft uniformity 
in the fundamentals of religion among the nations on both 
fides the Euphrates. If, therefore, we fix the place 
whence they were branched, we have, at the fame time, 
a clue at haii4 to guide 14s through the immenfe labyrinth 
pf hcathenifm and idolatry ; but, for want of a due atten- 
tp the natjiraJ progrefs of idolatry, our mythologift^ 
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lave rambled back to Noah, to Nimrod, and all the poll- 
<liluvian patriarchs, to difeover in them v/hat deni^ni,.'d 
for men who lived many ages after. Thus they lia\e 
moft ftrangely perplexed this part of learning, but too in - 
tricate in itfelf ; and call an impenetrable milt on this parr 
of hillory, which ought to be lookeil upon as fabulous, 
if we make a few exceptions, till about the rife of the 
Babylonian empire, in the reign of Jofiah king of Jiidab ; 
for not only the art or method of writing a regular hillory 
was not difeovered, or at leafl praL^ifed, till the days of 
Herodotus, who lived about the middle of the Perfian 
empirt ; but the gods of all thefe nations being fuppofed 
to have been once mere men, the priefts and others had 
no other way to recommend them to the veneration of the 
people, but by making them ancient and fabulous, and by 
thefe means removing them as far as polfible from the then 
race of mankind. If we had no other inftanec of this 
practice than Sanchoniatho’s Phoenician hiftory, it would 
be abundantly fufficient to juftify us in what we fay \ and, 
if we had no other example of this aflcdlation than that of 
the Syrians in the days of Jofephiis, boafting of the anti- 
quity of their great god Adad, who reigned about nine 
hundred years before Chrift, it might be deemed enough 
for our purpofe : and here we cannot but note a common 
inaccuracy even in the moft learned, who, inattentive to 
the hiftory of the ancient empire of Syria, fuppofe this 
Atlad to have been an Aflyrian or Babylonian deity for 
no other reafon but becaufe he is, by profane authors, properlj a 
called an Aflyrian, forgetting that the name of Aflyria ex- Bafylomaa 
tended itfelf all over Syria, and the adjacent parts. He • 
was then, to all appearance, no Babylonian deity, but 
one who had been deified by the ancient Syrians, ami 
perhaps revived again after the deftruftion of the Babylo- 
nian empire, whofenew gods mull have brought him into 
diferedit, not only as having proved too weak for the 
gnds p£ the AfTyrians and Babylonians, but alfo as being a 
ftranger to the people tranfplanted into thofe parts, in the 
rnnm of the firft inhabitants, by the fucceflbrs of Pul- 
Adad, thus degraded, and afterwards reinftaled, wasalfothc 
fun, as well as Bel or Baal, Ofiris, and others. This 
diflertation is what we have thought neceflary to premife 
to what we lhall hereafter fay of the Greek mythology. 

To return to ourceleftial Venus, or Syrian goddefs, or 
Aftarte, or Derceto, or Semiramis, we find that lilhes 


“ Lil, GyraldiHiftf Peor, Leiden, dc Diia Syr, VofT. de Idololat. 
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and doves were peculiarly facred to her. Whence this 
fuperllition took birth, we have partly feen in the meta- 
morphofis of Derceto, and the birth, education, and apor 
theofis of Semiramis. We have likewife feen, that both 
at Afcalon and Hierapolis they were equally revered \ fo 
that they may well deferve to be confidei ed as deities with 
this people. As for fifties in particular, they are faid to 
have been revered by the Syrians, or rather the Aflyrians, 
not only on account of the metamorphofis above men- 
tioned % but alfo becaufe they were faid to have favedone 
Derce (Derceto), a daughter of Venus, who happened 
to full into the fea, or becaufe fhe took refuge among the 
fifti, when fhe fled from Typhon * : for it is faid, that 
Venus and Cupid being furpifed by that giant on the banks 
of the Euphrates, they plunged into that river, and tranf- 
formed themfelves into fifties * ; in Ihort, Venus and Cupid 
are faid to have been tranflated into the zodiacal fign, 
called Piftes"; fuch were the reafons given why they not 
only abftained from fifti, but even worJhipped them. As 
for doves, they feem to have been worfhipped only as 
fymbols of the voluptuous charafter of their goddefs (U), 

Salambo, as fhe is called, was alfo a goddefs of the 
Aflyrians or Babylonians; and is plainly Altarte, orfome 
other goddefs whom we ha^^e fliewn to have been the 
fame with her ; but we particularly mention Allarte, be- 
caufe this Salambo, or Slambas, is faid to have been a 
goddefs, who was eternally roaming up and down, and 
mourning her loft Adonis 

Shach, Saca, or Shefliach, is another god or goddefs of 
the Babylonians, as ufuaUvreckoned^", and fiippofedto have 
been the earth, the fame tfie Romans afterwards worfliipped 
under the name of Tellus and Ops ; and, if fo, fhe was 
partly the farne with Mylitta, or the Syrian goddefs, whom 
we have already feen under the title of Rhea, and the 
mother of the gods, in whom all thefe titles and imaginary 

' Theon, apiul Gyrald. Hift. Deor. Synragni. i. p, 85. « • Manil. 

tibi fupra. \ Diogenet. apud Hygin. in Aftronom. u Vofl', 
de Idfilolat. lib. ii. p. 154. ^ Hefych. apud Selden &: alios Kty- 

mol. Magn, ad voccra. y Vide Volf, Stiden ,&c. * WTIfit ' ^ 

upon Dan> i. 16, 

(U) This goddefs is faid to tioned by Helladius ; and, ac- 
have been produced from a cording to this fuppofition, our 
vaft egg, which, being rolled great goddefs muft have been 
qipt of the water by the fifli the fabulous Oannes, concern- 
of the Euphrates, was hatched ing which we have nothing to 
by a dove. This muft have repeati 
been the primigenial egg men* 


deities 
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deldqs are faid plainly to have centred. Some, however, 
have doubted, whether (he was not more properly a Per- 
fian than a Babylonian goddefs. But the prophet leaves 
no room for fuch a doubt, calling Babylon the Land of 
Shefliach before the Perfians arofe to any height of 
power ; and at a time when Babylon was above receiving 
any thing of this nature from them. In commemoration 
of this goddefs, the Babylonians ufed to celebrate a feftival 
for feveral days together, which we fhall take notice of 
among the cuftoms of this people, and which confefledly 
gave birth to the Saturnalia at Rome. 

Nebo, or Nabo, was alfo an Aflyrian or Babylonian deity ; 
and partly of his name are compounded the names of 
feveral of the Aflyrian and Babylonian kings : he, there- 
fore, may be concluded to have once been in high account 
with them, and bids fair to have been one of their moft 
ancient gods. He is thought to have been the Chemofh, 
or the Baal-Peor of the Moabites. By the prophet Ifaiah 
he is joined with Bel, that is, according to us, the deified 
Pul, who may, by the viciflitude of things, have taken 
place of him. Some, from thofe two deities being joined 
together, conclude Nebo to have been the moon, fince Bel, 
was undoubtedly the fun**. This Nebo feems to have been 
famous as an oracle, his name being interpreted as fignify- 
ing prophecy or divination but this notion, and what- 
ever elfe may be advanced concerned him, is too obfeure 
for us to dlfcufs : all we know for certain is, that he was 
one of the gods of Babylon. 

However, if it be true that he was the fame with Che- 
molh, or Baal-Peor, or Phegor ; and if what is faid of the 
obfeene rites of this god be juft, we may, with fome pro- 
bability aflert, that the famous, or, according to the com- 
mon notion, the infamous, Sardanapalus took the place 
of this fliamelefs idol, in the latter days of the AfTyrian 
family; and that, to all appearance, the Babylonians con- 
verted him into this god, when tliey defiroyed the city 
of Nineveh, and the Aflyrian empire ; for that he was a 
god of theirs is evident enough, by the place they give 
him in the fame temple with the Babylonian Venus at 
Hierapolis, the Holy City, We find him there in a par- 
ticular habit and attidude ; and, as all the kings of Alfyria 
were deified, he might have been honoured as the god of 
pleafure and debauchery. This feems to be intimated by 
the common way of fpelling his name in ancient inaiiu- 

Vide Voir, de Idoloial, c Hieronym. in Ifai. 
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fcripts, with a double L *, and feemingly with an alluGon 
to Phallus, or Pallus : hence Cicero thought his name no 
lefs odious than his charafter and the priapus whicti 
flood near him, in the temple at Hierapolis, may have 
been intended as a fymbol of his charafler. 

Other gods the Babylonians and Aflyrians had, as 
Rach % who Is generally thought to have been intended 
for the fun, and therefore may be ranked with the great 
Pul, or Belus. 

Negoand Nego ** and Nergal were alfo gods of this people, if 
l^ergal* they were not one and the fame; but, as they are gene- 
rally agreed to have been worftiipped as fire, we'^forbear 
farther mention of them, till we come to the religion of 
the Magians. 

Merodach, Merodach alfo was a god at Babylon j but, concerning 
him we are quite In the dark. 

In a word, we may call in the gods of the feveral na- 
tions, whofc hiftories we have already given, to complete 
the lift of the Babylonian idols ; for they are confeffedly 
fprung from the city of Babylon; and hence it is, that 
Maimonides, in fpeating of the death of Thammuz, who 
died a martyr to the Sabian religion, relates, that all the 
idols of the world flew to the great temple of the Sun, at 
Babylon, and there mourned the death of Thammuz, 

Thus we have feen, that the Jupiters, and other gods 
and goddefles of mortal origin, came from the banks of 
the Euphrates and Tigris; and that, inftcad of being fo 
ancient as mythologifls and hiftorians make them, they 
began to he worfhipped not above nine hundred years be- 
fore the birth of Chrift. 

Fire zvor- Sabians, as well as the Magians, had a veneration 

fiifi, for fire; and therefore we might here confider them in 
that light, did we not referve that fubjeft fur the fe 61 ;ion 
where we fliall fpealy of the Magian religion, in the hif- 
tory of the Perfians. 

The ftory of Bel and the Dragon might hcrc,clairn a 
place, were we not well aflured, that the whole is fpu- 
rious. We therefore only add, that by the dragon jwe 
flioultl underftand a ferpent or afp^ which the Babylonians 
ufed us ihe fymbol of God, for which they had feveral 
reafons to give ; as that this creature, without the alTif- 
tance of limbs, and by a kind of virtue or power latent 

a Vide Jof. Stalig. Animadverf. ad Crxc. Eiifeb. p. 64. ^ Be 

Kep'ibl. iili. iii, c vidcWillet, ubi fupra. Seld, dc Diis 

^JT, Syntagm, ii. cap. if, ^ Vide «ofd. ibidi 
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itfelf, could not only move at a confiderable rate, 
but alfo wind and turn itfelf into various forms; that it 
lived to a great age, and, as it were, renewed its life with 
jits coat every year ; and that the acutenefs of its fight 
might aptly enough qualify it to reprefent divine Provii- 
dence, or God 

The Babylonians agreed with the Egyptians in moft ar- 
ticles of religion, efpecially in the worfliip they paid to 
fiflies, to the goat, and to the onion, which, as mean an 
objeft as it may feem, was adored by both nations 

Of their god Thurras, Thoiirias, or Mars, we have 
fpoken* already ; and refer the reader, for the other reli- 
gious rites and ceremonies of this people, to what we 
have faid of the religion of the Moabites, Ammonites, 
Midiaiiites, Canaanites, Syrians, Phoenicians, and Afly- 
riaiis. 

We have a general view given us of their temples, idols, Ttnir tem^ 
and priefts, in the epifllc of Jeremiah. Iheir idols plehtdolst 
were of gold, of filvcr, and of wood; and carried about 
in procelfion. They were crowned, and cloathed in 
purple, and black with the fmoke of incenfe. Their 
temples were full of fmoke and dull, raifed by the nu- 
merous refort of votaries. The priefts made fometimes 
‘free with the gold and filver prefented to their gods, and 
either kept it for thcmfelves, or beftowed it upon lewd 
proftitutes, who were accounted facred. Whatever was 
offered a facilfice to their gods, they were wont to em- 
bezzle, and appropriate to thcmfelves ; and clothe their 
wives and children with the garments that had been given 
to adorn their idols. In return for thefe fpoils, they were 
fure to light up numbers of tapers and candles to their 
images, and to fit in the temples with their beards and 
heads clofe (haven, uncovered, and with garments rent 
and torn, crying out before their gods as for the lamenta- 
tion of fome per Ton deccafed. 

ThciBabylonians having given rife to all the idolatries Human 
and fuperftitions that prevailed among the neighbouring 
i^'^^ions, we muft charge tliem with the horrible cullom of 
facrificing human vidlims to appeafe or conciliate their 
deities. That this cuftom prevailed among moft of thofe 
nations, is manifell from the accounts we have given of 
them ; and it is no lefs manifeft, that it took birth among 
jhe Babylonians, who communicated the reft of their fu- 


U vide Volf, de Idololatri lib. ix« P. 733> 
lib. yj, 


1 Alexand.ab, 
perditions 
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perlUtIdns to all their neighbours- This praftice, how- 
ever, grew fo fliocking to human nature, that it feems, in 
the later days, at the leaft, of the Babylonians, to have 
been confined to a particular fe£t or tribe. For the Sc- 
pharvites are faid, by way of diftinftion from the other 
I 3 abylonians, to “ have burnt their children in fire to 
Adrammelech and Anammelech, the gods of Sephar- 
vaim“.’* That thefe Sepharvites were Babylonians, pro- 
perly fo called, would be pall all doubt, Ihould we agree, 
with the moft learned geographers, that their city was that 
of SIppara in Ptolemy. Be that as it will, there are traces 
of this ancient cruelty to be difeemed in the worOiip and 
rites of the Syrian, or rather Affyrian goddefs at Hiera- 
polls, to whom parents, without remorfe, facrificed their 
children, by throwing them down a precipice in her temple. 

We have already declared in the hiftory of Egypt, what 
we know concerning the intent and meaning of this idola- 
try ; and therefore lhal) only add here, that, if the Ba- 
bylonians, and others after them, in making gods of the 
fun, moon, or any other luminary, extended their view 
to the w'hole fyftem of nature in the worfliip they paid to 
their great deities, or, by them, meant the earth itfelf, 
the air, or any other element, or created being, the whole 
muft be attributed to a kind^of miftaken gratitude at firft 
for benefits received, which at length degenerated into 
the moft ftupid idolatry. Thus much of idolatry; and 
lefs wc could not have faid in this place, where the whole 
feems to centre, and where the whole, or at leaft great 
part of it, may be fixed to a chronological sera, which 
Their cuf- may be of ufe to us hereafter, in fpeaking of thofe deities, 
tomj, or fome borrowed from them in climes far remote. 

It is now time to fpeak of the cuftoms of the Aflyrians 
Safe 0/ and Babylonians 5 and, of thefe, one of the chief feems 

H/iriiftj. to have been their method of difpofing of their young 

women in marriage. No man feems to have had a right 
to difpofe of his own daughters ; but, as foon as they 
were fit to marry, they, with others, were expofed in 
fome public place appointed for the purpofe, where, i n the 
midft of a crowd of men, who attended upon thefe occa^^ 
fions, they M’-ere fold one by one. The moft beautiful 
were firft put up, and delivered to the higheft bidder. 
When all who were valuable for their charms were thus 
difpofed of, the money, that was raifed by this fale, was 
applied in behalf of fome of them, to whom nature had 

' » Kings xvii. 31, 

not 
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not been fo lavifli of her exterior gifts. Thefe were then 
offered to fuch as would take the leaft money with them j 
and the poorer fort, who valued money more than beauty, 
were as eager in underbidding, as the wealthy men had 
before been in overbidding each other for the fair. The 
confcquence of this praftice was, that their young wo- 
men were all difpofed of in marriage ; the poorer fort of 
the men were obliged to give fecurity, that they would 
take thdfe they had chofen, before they were in polTeflion 
of the money they had agreed to take with them *. 

The Babylonians thought themfelves polluted even by 
the uf? of matrimony ; and therefore were not allowed to 
touch any thing after It, till they had purified themfelves 
by perfuming and waftiing their bodies 

Every Babylonian woman was once in her life-time 
bound to proflitute herfelf to a ftrange man at the temple 
of Venus. They were crowned with knots and garlands, 
and ranged in long ranks before the temple, each rank 
being parted from the other by a line, that the men 
might conveniently pafs between them, and choofe thofe 
they liked heft. They declared their choice by throwing 
money into the lap of the woman they moft admired, and 
faying as they threw it, I implore the goddefs Mylitta for 
thee.*' The money, how Iktle foever, was by no means 
toberefufed, being accounted facred ; nor had the wo- 
man the power of rejefting any man that accofted her in 
the form preferibed ; but fhe was abfolutcly to retire with 
him without delay. Having thus fulfilled the law, and 
performed fome ceremonies in honour of the goddefs, fhe 
returned home 5 and nothing could tempt her to grant 
the fame favours again to her new lover. Women of rank 
(for none were difpenfed with) might be conveyed to the 
appointed place in a covered vehicle, and remain in it**, 
while their fervants waited their return at fome diftance. 

For five days together, every year, they celebrated a fef- 
tival th^Y called ^acca, or Sacea, during which the fer- 
vants commanded their mafters, one of them being, for 
the time, conftituted chief over the houfe, and wearing a 
kind of royal garment which they called zogana 

Their manner of treating their lick was very extraor- 
dinary. Having no phyficians among them, it was their 
cullom to expofe them publicly in the moll frequented 

» Herodot. lib. i. cap. 196. Strabo, lib. xvi. p. 745. “ He- 

rodot. ibid. capi^ 198. Straboibid. 1 * Herodot. cap. 199. Stra- 
bo, ibid, c Berof. apud Athen. Deipnofoph. lib. xiv. p. 639, 

pUceS| 


PurifitO^ 

tion* 


Prqflitutiow 
to Peftus. 


Fejiival of 
Sac^a^ 


Manner 0/ 
treating 
the /ickf ^ 

and bufi* 
als. 



598 The Hiftory of the Bahyloniant 

places, that all pafTeiigers might fee them, and offer the!/' 
advice, if they had any knowlege of the cafe, either from 
their own experience, of from the experience of others j- 
nor was it lawful for any that pafled by to omit this office. 
Their dead they embalmed with honey and wax, and 
mourned for them much after the manner of the Hgyp-* 
tians P. 

Bahyhni’ The Babylonians were exceflively credulous, fuperfli- 
their tlous, and as lewd and debauched as a nation could be. 
charaSttr^ Their credulity muft appear from the high veneration 
they had foi their Chaldseans, priefts, or jugglers •, and 
their fuperflition appears from what we have faidjof their 
religion. They were fo prone to idolatry, that we even 
find an inftance of their great Nebuchadnezzar^s falling 
down before Daniel to worllnp him *1. Debauchery reigned 
among them without controul \ their prince^, on whom it 
was incumbent to reftrain it, tranfgrefling all the bounds 
of decency and moderation. Their religion, as incul- 
cated by their priefts, together with the reverence paid to 
proftitutes, prove them to have been the moft fcnfual and 
abandoned race that can be imagined. Parents and huf- 
bands did not fcruple to expofe for money their wives and 
children to the embraces of their guefts. Drunkards they 
are particularly faid to have been ; and their women were 
admitted to their debaucheries, who upon thefe occafions, 
firft appeared modeft and referved, till, putting ofF their 
cloatbs by degrees, they at length appeared qurte naked f 
and this indecency was praefifed both by the married wo- 
men and the maids, who thought it good breeding thus to 
difplay all their charms without referve *■. 

TAWr ha- They feem to have affeft ed pride and efFemlnacy In their 
hit, drefs ; their under garment was a linen veft, hanging 

down to their heels, over which they had another of 
woollen, and, over all, a white mantle or cloke. They 
wore their own hair \ their heads were adorned with a 
tiara or mitre, and their bodies anointed all over with oil 
of fefame Every individual wore a feal-ring on the 
finger, and in the hand a wrought ftafF, or feeptre, adorned 
at the head with feme particular enfign or figure, as'^an 
apple, or rofe, or lily, or eagle, or feme fuch emblem r 
On tbeir feet they wore a kind of flippers. Of their at- 
tire fome traces are Hill to be found in the figures re- 
maining at Perfepolis, as wx fiiall obferve hereafter. 

p Herodot. lib* i. cap. 198. Srrabo, lib. xvi. ibid, ^ Dan. ii.^ 
46. ' Q^int. Curt. lib. v. cap. 1, • Herodot, ubi fupra, cap. 

J95. Strabo, ubi fupra, p. 745. 



fhe Hijlory of the Babylonians* 

The Babylonians were famed for learning, particularly 
the Chaldaeans, who conttituted their priefts, philoi'ophers, 
aftronomers, aftrologers, and foothfayers ; and, in refpeft 
of this pretended claim to learning and fupernatural know- 
lege, the Chaldees are diftinguiflied from the Babylonians, 
and are faid to have inhabited a region peculiar to them- 
felves, next to the Arabians, and the Perfian gulf. They 
were divided into feveral fefts, as the Orcheni, the Bor- 
Cpenni ; and known by other names of diftindlion, bor- 
rowed either from particular places, where different doc- 
trines, on the fame points, were taught, or from particular 
perfong, who held doftrines peculiar to themfelves. Many 
of their learned men were famous, and knowm by name 
among the Greeks, as Adena, Naburian; Sudin, and many 
others 

We have already related their ftrangc fable concerning 
their firll inftiu£):or Cannes ; and fliall now add, that by 
,what is fail! of his inventions, and ufcful communications 
to men, he may have been the Egyptian Ifis, or Ofiris, or 
both. Be that as it will, the report of»Oannes’s appear- 
ance in Chaldxa, and his coming out of the fea, has given 
birth to an opinion, that Ofiris and Cannes were at leaft 
contemporaries 5 and that the Babylonians had all their 
learning from the Egyptians^ not much earlier than the 
days of Ammon, andSefac, or Shilhak, whom Sir Ifaac 
Newton ° fuppofes to have been the fame with Sefoflris, 
or not long before the days of David and Solomon, To 
fupport this opinion, he exhibits the teftimony of feveral 
ancient authors, one of whom relates p, that the Egyptian 
Belus, the fon of Neptune and Libya, carried colonies 
from Egypt into Babylonia j and that, fettling upon the 
banks of the Euphrates, he inftituted priefts with the 
fame privileges as they had in Egypt ; and that thefe were 
called Chaltlxans, and were to obferve the ftars after the 
manner ofEgypt. Another fays ‘J, the Babylonian Belus 
was fo called from the Egyptian of that name, the fon of 
Libya. " In a word, he concludes, that when Sabacco, the 
Ethiopian invaded Egypt, multitudes of that country fled 
from him into Chaldaea, and carried with them their aftro- 
nomy, aftrology, architecture, and the form of their year, 
which they nreferved in the sera of NabonaflTar ; and, as a 

ft Strab, Geograph, lib, xvi. p, 739, ® Cliron. of Anrj 

Kingd. amended, p. 210, 21 1, feq. P DioJi Sic. libi i, p. 17. 
1 Paufiin. lib. ivi cap. 131 
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farther proof of this afTertion, he produces the form of 
the tower or temple of Belus at Babylon, which was built 
pretty nearly after the manner of the Egyptian pyratnids. 
All mis feems plaufible enough. 

But may not the preference, thus given by the Greeks 
to the Egyptians, be owing to their being better acquainted 
with \hem than with the Babylonians ? May not the E- 
gyptians have impofed upon the Greeks in this point, as 
they certainly did in point of antiquity ? The Jews, Ara- 
bians, and Indians have it by tradition, that the Egyptians 
were inftrufted in all their knowlege by the Chaldees, 
namely, by Abraham, who was one of that countryi This 
tradition deferves, at leaft, as much credit as any tradi- 
tion of the Egyptians, however credited and adopted by 
the Greeks; the rather, as it is in fome degree confirmed 
by moft of the weftern writers aferibing the invention of 
the fidereal knowlege to the Aflyrian or Babylonian Belus. 
The Chald?eans did not own themfelves indebted to any 
other nation for their knowlege, as is manifeft from their 
fiippofing their firft inftruftor Oanries to have fprung from 
the primigenial egg. But, not to dwell on fo dark a 
■ point, let us take a furvey of the learning which both na- 
tions claimed the glory ot inventing. 

They acquired not their learning after the manner of 
the Greeks, but by tradition from father to fon ; and, be- 
ing exempt from all olEces, their only bufinefs was to ap- 
ply themfelves to the inftru£lion they received. They 
never departed from what they imbibed, fully fatisfied of 
what they received from their anceftors ; and by a tena- 
cious adherence to it, they became perfeftly Ikilled in 
what they profefled. 

Such was the manner of their inftitution, fuch their ob- 
flinate adherence to what they had received from their 
forefathers, that they made little or no progrefs even in 
the learning they particularly profefled. 

They taught that the world was eternal ; that never 
had beginning, and never flhould have an end. However, 
they acknowlege a Divine Providence ; and owned, that 
the motions of the heavens were not direfted by blind 
chance, nor performed fpontaneoufly, but by the guidance 
and direftion of fuperior agents or gods. They are uni- 
verfally faid to have been the firft that cultivated aftro- 
nomy, and to have made fuch progrefs in that feience, as to 
have not only difeovered the motions of the heavenly bo- 
dies; but alfo Qeruin influeuces they hare over things be- 
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low, and to have thence been able to foretel what was 
hidden in the womb of futurity ^ 

From this fcience of aftrology, they boafted a knowlege 
of what was to come, a power of averting evil, and pro- 
curing good i hence chiefly they were confidered as ma- 
gicians, and, as we call them, fortune-tellers". 

The planets they called interpreters, and made the 
greateft account of their influence, particularly that of Sa- 
turn ; the next in degree of eminence with them w^as Sol, 
or the fun; then Mars, Venus, Mercury, and Jupiter, 
which were all the planets they reckoned: thefe they 
called interpreters, bccaufc, by their motions and afpefls, 
they in a more evident manner portended the will and 
pleafure of the gods. They fometimes judged by their 
rifing, fometimes by their fetting, and fometimes by the 
colour or degree of their light; whence they foretold 
llorms of wind, of rain, or exceflive droughts, as alfo the 
appearance of comets, eclipfes of the fun and moon, earth- 
quakes, and the whole train of portents relating to the 
good or bad fortune of nations in general, and of kings 
and private perfons in particular 

Under thefe fix planets they ranged thirty ftars, which 
they called counfelling gods ; half of thefe took notice of 
what was done under the, earth, and the other half of 
what was done by men, or tranfaded in the heavens. 
They gave out, that once in ten days one of the fuperior 
flars defeended to the inferior, as it were a meflenger 
from thofe above ; and that, in return, one of the inferior 
afeended to the fuperior in the fame quality ; and that this 
mutual correfpondence was natural to them, and was to 
continue for ever. They reported, that the chiefs of thefe 
counfelling gods were twelve in number ; and afligned to 
each a month of the year, and a whole fign of the 
zodiac 

All thefe ftars they affirmed influenced the nativities of 
men, and foreboded wdiatever was to happen of evil or 
good in the courfe of their lives. Again, out of the zodiac 
they felefted twenty-four ftars, and placed twelve of them 
towards the north pole, and twelve towards the fouth* 
Thofe within our fight they afligned to the living, and the 
reft they called the ftars or conftellations of the dead ; 
and thefe ftars they termed the judges of all things : in 

r Diod. Sic. Bib, Hiil. libi ii» p. Si. * Ibid. 'Id. ibid. 
.Td.ibid. 
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Ihort, tlie Ch'rild^sans were complete aftrologers, and prcr 
tended to excel, in that refpeft, all other nations. 

Aftronomy, which ought to have taken place of the 
former, yielded it here, and was, it feems, only cultivated 
as a fcience fecondary to the other. Accordingly their 
notions were crude and imperfeft. They held the earth 
to be like a veflel or boat, hollow withm, fupporting this 
dodlrine by various arguments. 

We have feen their divifion of the 7odiac into tw^elve 
figns, through wdnch they taught that the fcveral planets- 
performed their revolutions : but they feem to have had 
no notion of the immenfe difhance of fome of the planets 
from the fun ; and accounted for the time they took up in 
their revolutions, purely by the flownefs of their motion j 
though by their theory of the moon' the contrary fhould ap- 
pear ; for they taught that flie completed her courfe the 
fooncH. of any, not bccaufe of her extraordinary velocity, 
but becaufe her orbit, as we now fpeak, was lefs than the 
orbit of any other body that circumvolved in the heavens. 
They taught that flie ftione with a light not her own ; and 
that, when eclipfed, flic was immerfed in the fliadow of 
the earth. But to account for eclipfes of the fun, they 
were quite at a lofs j nor could they fix the time when 
they would happen In fliQrt, the whole of their phi- 
lufophy and learning feems to have been chiefly what we 
now call judicial allrology ; a fcience unworthy of that 
name, and as much contemned by the moderns, as it was 
prized by the ancients. 

Nor has this boallcd knowlege and learning of the Chal- 
dees been arraigned by the moderns only; it has alfo 
been condemned by the ancients, as inconfiilent with the 
nature of things, and as implying a fatal neceffity, and 
deftroying the freedom of our will y. And this was the 
mighty learning^for which the Chaldaeans were fo famed, 
as to oecome, in a manner, a diilinft nation from the 
Babylonians ; and indeed what we have faid of their 
knowlege is confirmed by Scripture ; for Daniel, Ipeaking 
of them, divides them into four claflTes, viz. magicians, 
aftrologers, forcerers, and Chaldaeans, adding afterwards, 
to thefe wife men, fuch as divined by lots, or uich as fore- 
told events by the infpeftion of entrails*'. And though 
fome fuppofe the Chaldaeans, as here diftinguifhed from 

> Diod. Sic. Eibl. HiiV. lib. ii. p. Sz. y Vide Bardefan. apud 

Eufeb. Prajpar. Evang. Jib, vi. cap. lo, p, *73, & alios apucl eund. 
Ibid vDan.ii. 27. 
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live other forts, to have been a particular fuel, of 
deeper and more folid learning, we may ealily perceive 
that they, as well as the reft, pretended to divination, and 
were called upon to difeover what was concealed from 
Oiher mem For, as their knowlegc was communicated 
to them by tradition from father to fon, what was dark 
and unintelligible to other men, muft have been fo to 
them too, who, with an implicit faith, received whatever 
was taught them. Whence we may fafely conclude, that 
they were all, in their feveral ways, fo many oracles ; and 
that they were all devoted to the fame end, however they 
may h’ave been divided as to the means and methods of 
attaining it ; fo that feemingly thefe Babylonians had their' 
fcience branched out amongft them, much after the man-> 
ner of the Egyptian phyficians. Their learning muft have 
been made up entirely of fuperftitlous ptadlices, and de-» 
lufive arts ; and, if any better they had, they muft have 
concealed it under fuch enigmas, and far-fetched refem^ 
hlances and allegories, as muft have rendered it quite a 
fecret, even to themfelves ; and it feems not to have been 
without good reafon, that many* of later times have made 
flight of them as philofophers, and concluded that the 
Greeks were in this refpeft little, if at all, beholden either 
to them or to the Egyptiansf 

As the Chaldees were peculiarly the meh of learning Batyhni^ 
in thi^ nation, fo the Babylonians, properly fo called, ap- anfmeon^ 
plied themfelves to the arts^ though perhaps weftiallhave 
more reafon to call thefe the meii of learning among them i 

than the former, if it be true, that the former were wholly Qrtt% 
addifted to, and fet apart for, the fidereal confultations, 
and the propagation of the extravagancies, which muft, 
as ftiould feem, have made up the fyftem of their philo- 
fophy. For, in this cafe the Babylonians^as diftinguiftied 
from the Chalda:ans, muft have been gooftnathematicians 
and mechanics, as appears ly the immenfe buildings they 
reared, *vhich could not be effected without great Ikill in the 
feveral branches of the mathematics and geometry. This 
we may fay in general ; but to fay how far they excelled 
in perfpeftive, and the true harmony of proportion, may 
not be quite fo eafy a talk; though that their ornaments 
and decorations fell (hoft of what was afterwards feen ii\ 

Greece, Can never be doubted. And hence we may pro- 
nounce, that their paintings and ftatues were alfo inferior' 
to thofe which Greece produced. 

^ Cael. Rhodig. jofeph. Scalig. Peucer, &c. 
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Mufic they had, but in what perfcftion we muft nerer^ 
hope to know ; nor would it be worth our while to inquire; 
But that they had a variety of inftruments we are well 
aflured ; viz. flutes, cornets, harps, fackbuts, pfalteries^ 
and dulcimers What thefe inftruments exaftly were^ 
we probably fliall never know; but if we may judge of 
their Ikill in harmony by what we can difeover of their 
painting and ftatuary, we muft not equal them in that 
fcience to the Greeks. 

We are quite unacquainted with their poetry ; but muft 
leave the reader to form a judgment of it by that of the 
other eaftern nations, their neighbours^ both ancidnt and 
modern. Neither do we pretend to fay by whom it was 
particularly cultivated, whether by the Chaldajans or the 
Babylonians ; but as it has at all times been facred to reli- 
gion and fuperftition, we may fuppofe the former, as 
priefts, laid claim to it as part of their province. 

That medicine w'as no regular fcience among them, i5 
manifeft from what we have faid above concerning their 
manner of treating the fick. But it grew into great repute 
with the Ferftans their fuccelTors, as we (hall ohferve in 
a more proper place. 

We have already declared there is no more difference 
between the byriac and Chaldee, the language of this peo- 
ple, than between the Englilh and Scotch. Their com- 
mon alphabet we have already given ; and as for the Mcn- 
dean chara£ler, which is alfo peculiar to them,, is not 
only what wt may call modern, butfo like the Eftrangelo 
of the Syriac, that wc have tlioiight it unneceflary to in- 
fertit. Bochart ^ fuppofes they had a facred charafter as 
well as the Egyptians, but upon a very unfatisfaftory 
foundation. 

The Babylomans, properly fo called, were great archl- 
tefts ; ingenicMs in cafting metals, great workmen and 
Ikilful defigners, as will be particularly remarked, when 
we come to fpeak of Babylon, their great mctropclls. 

They were no lefs famous for their manufaftures, par- 
ticularly for their rich embroideries, fumptuous veftments, 
magnincent carpets, and fine linen ; infomuch that we 
read of Cato, that he immediately fedd a Babylonian 
cloak, or mantle, which was left to him by inheritance, 
as being what he was afhamed to wear‘s; and elfewhere, 
that at Rome there had been paid for a fuit of Babylonian 
hangings for a dining-room, fix thoufand four hundred 

Dun. iii. 5 — 15 . ^ Canaan, cap. xvii. coll. 773 . Flu- 

tarch in vita Catonis, 

and 
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Md fifty-eight pounds fix and eight-pence It 

were to no purpofe to quote autliors for farther iiiflanccs 
of this magnificence^ which is known to a proverb, or to 
aim at a detail of the feveral produfls of their induftry j 
we would only add, that the Babylonians, as well as the 
Tyriansi had their purple, which they fent into the 
eaftern parts by way of traffic®. This purple they had 
from a port called Apologus, near the Euphrates^; but 
as it is difputed whether the art of dying purple was tht'ir 
invention, or whether they had it from Tyre s, we Ihall 
only obferve, that their country afforded the bell roaterials 
for dyiwg, particularly alum, both natural and artificial 

This people was not only divided into two great tribes, Particular 
the Babylonians and Chaldaeans, properly fo called, but 
into other fubordinate fefts. Three of thefe are faid to 
have fed upon nothing but fifli and thereby feem to have 
infringed a facred law among the Babylonians, who ab- 
ftained from fiffi out of re^eft to their great goddefs. 

Thus wc have feen that fome of the Egyptians worfhipped 
the fiffi which others fed upon. However, as thofe tribes 
lived in the fens, where no corn grew, it may not have 
been upon a religious principle, but out of neceffity, that 
they departed from the praftlce of their countrymen. 

Their fiffi they dried in the fpn, and made them into pafte, 
having no other means to fupply the want of bread. 
Something yet more extraordinary we are told of the in- 
habitants of Borfippa, where the bats being much larger 
than in other places, they ufed to fait them for food' j 
but whether this pradlice proceeded from fuperftition, or 
want, is uncertain ; though we can hardly believe it was 
owing to the latter, in fo plentiful a country. 

We do not find the trade of this ancient people any Commertf, 
where profeffedly treated of; but that it muft have been 
very confiderable, is not in the leaft to b^ doubted, efpe- 
cially when Babylon in* the meridian of her glory. 
Whofoever contemplates the fplendor of this monarchy, 
the commodious fituation of the country in general, and 
of its capital in particular, cannot douot but commerce 
muft here have flouriffied to a very eminent degree, Ba- 
bylon was fituated, as it were, in the very midft of the 
old world ; and, by means of the two great rivers, the 

^ Plin. Hifl, Natgr, lib. viii. cap. 48. See Arbuth. of Ant. Coin?, 

Weights, and Meafures, p. 141. ' Arrian. Peripl. Mar. Eryrh. 

in Minor* Hudfon. vol. ii. p. 10, ai, fldera.ibici, tVids 
Bochart Phaleg, cap, vii. coll. a8. h Vide eund. ibid. i He- 
^odot. lib, i, cap. 100, 1 Strab. lib, xvi, p. 739. 
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Euphratfs and Tigris, ha 4 very eafy communication with 
the weftern and northern parts, as alfo with the eaftcrn, 
by means of the Perfian gulph. As it was not only the 
feat of a potent monarchy, but alfo afforded many produc- 
tions and manufaftures of its own, to exchange with its 
neighbours, and lay within the reach of them all, it is not 
to be doubted, but that trade was asextenfive here as any 
where elfe. That the Babylonians had fliipping of their 
own, and were confiderable, as navigators, cannot well 
be difputed, fince their city is ftyled by the prophet a 
City of Waters, and their extenfive commerce is deferibed 
in the book of Revelations. 


SECT. III. 

The Chronology of the Babylonians^ from the firjl Rife of 
the Monarchy to its Dijfolution, 

E may refer the reader back to what we have fald 
in the chronology of the Aflyrians, to fatisfy him-^ 
ftlf concerning the chronology of this people 5 for they 
probably tpok rife in the fame perfon, namely, Pul, king 
pf Affyria, and nearly at the'fame period. But, not to 
anticipate M’'hat may be more properly infifted on here- 
after in the courfe of this feftion, we fhall proceed to 
diRinguifh the kingdom of Babylon from the kingdom 
of Affyria, and to exhibit, purfuant to our cuftom, a feriesj 
of the kings of Babylon, according to feveral authors. 

J Table of the Succejftons of the Babyloman Kings^ according to 
Ptolemy s JJifonomical Canon^ and the Ecdefiajlkal Account, 


According to the mofl: correft According to the ecclefiaflical 
popics of Ptolemy's canon. account in Syncellus, 


Years. 

, Years. 

1 Nabonaffer reigned 

H 

1 Nabonafarus, or Sal- ^ 
manafer, reigned j 


9 Nadius ^ r 

2 

2 Nabius - - ' 

8 

3 Chbisirus and Forus 

5 

3 Chinzerufi ^nd Porus 

5 

4 Jugaus 

5 

4 lllul^us 

s 

j; Mardoc-Empadus 

12 

5 Mardocempadocus - 

12 

6 Arklanus - * 

S 

6 i^rceanus 

5 

Firft Interregnum 

2 

7 Firft Interregnum 


p Belibus 

3 

8 Belithus 

3 

9 ApronadiuB 

6 

9 Aporanadifus 

6 

IP Rigcbelus ^ 

1 

Ip JregiballuB 

j 
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According to the moft correft 
copies of Ptolemy's Canon. 

Vcarfl. 


According to the eccltilaflical 
account in Syncellus. 

Years. 


li Mefeffimordae US reigned 4 

1 1 Mcflifimordacus reigned 4 

22 Second Interregnum - 

8 

12 Second Interregnum - 

8 

13 Affar-Adinus 


13 Ifarindiiius 

13 

14 Saofducheus 

20 

14 Saofduchius 

9 

15 Chyniladaniis 

22 

13 Ciiieladanus 

74 

16 Nabopallafarus 

21 

lb Nabopalafarus 

2 1 

17 Nabocolaffarus 

43 

17 Nabuchadonofor, his fon 4 2 

iB Ilvarodamus 

2 

18 Ebidan-Merodach 

5 

19 NiricalTolaflarus 

4 

19 Nireglefarus, or Bal 

1 

• 


talar - - 1 

' 3 

20 Nabonadiiis 

>7 

20 Nabunadlus, or Ally-" 




ages, or Darina, or 




Afucrus, or Arta- 

- ] 



xerxes 
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209 209 

This t:ible contains, on the one fide, a genuine and 
correft copy of Ptolemy’s Aftronomical Canon (Y), r.ncU 
on the other, a corrujption of it. We fhall not here en- 
quire into the differences between thefe two lifts, or the 
liberty the author of this ecclefiaftical account has taken 
with his original, which we may occafionally confider 
under the reigns of thefe kings. Syncellus, whence we 
have taken this ecclefiaftical computation, has, under the 
fame head, another, the authors of them being Africanus 
and Eufebius*”. We fliall therefore have little to do here •, 
few arguments can be wanting, and, indeed, none can be 
neceflary to prove the firft rife and duration of the Baby- 
lonian empire, which is fo happily afeertained to our 
hands by Ptolemy. This canon takes date from the firft 
day of the Egyptian month Thoth, at noon, of the year 
of the world 3257, of the flood 1602, before Chrift 747. 
The firft of the month Thoth anfwers the 26th of our Fe- 
bruary, which in that year fell on a Thurfday. The king- 
dom oft Babylon then took rife in the 24th year of Pul*s 
appearance on this fide the Euphrates, which plainly fliews 
it to have been immediately of AlTyrian origin. 


m Vide Can. Chron. Ssecul. xvii. 

(Y) This Canon was parti- Seth Calviflus, and firft pub- 
cularly rectified from a manu- llftied, with Ptolemy’s hypo-- 
feript in the Bodleian library at thefts, by Dr. Bambridge, 
Oxford, and fent by Dr. O- profeffor of the mathemacics at 
^ral, dean of St. Kul’s, to Oxford, 
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Babylon being then of Aflyrlan extraftion, and confi-* 
dered as a fifter kingdom with /^ffyria, we have nothing 
here to add to what we have already urged, except that we 
can fix the date of it with fomewhat more certainty than 
that of the Aflyrian empire ; which we could have no 
notice of till the firft appearance of Pul in the weft. It 
may begin then with us in the twenty- fourth year of Pul’s 
appearance to the weftward of Euphrates, 1601 years 
after the flood, and 747 before Chrift ; it ends i8io years 
after the flood, and 538 before Chrift: fo that its whole 
duration was no more than 209 years; to which, if wc 
add the 23 years of Pul before the date of this camn, we 
fliall have a number not exceeding 232, for the years of 
the duration of the great Aflyrlan family, whether at 
Nineveh or at Babylon, with refpe6l to what we know of 
the rife of thefe kingdoms. 

SECT. IV. 

The Htflory of the Bahylonians. 

B efore we enter upon the hiftory of this people^ 
when their monarchy became extenflve, and their 
fovereigns famous for their ccjiiquefts, we fhall take a re- 
trofpeft of their firft eftablifhment as a kingdom, which i^ 
faid to have cxifted before the Deluge. Having in a for-r 
mcr part of the work exhibited the Antediluvian prince^ 
of this country, and mentioned Nimrod as the founder 
of the monarchy ; we fliall lay before the reader a lift of 
his immediate fuccelTors, as we find them recorded by 
Eufebius and Syncellus. 

Table vf the Kings of Babylon^ the immediate Succejfors of 
Ni?nrod> 


According to Eufebius, 

Years. 

1 Evechoos, or Nim-I , 

rod, reigned J ^ 

3 Chomafbulus 7 

3 Porus 35 

4 Nechobes 43 

3 Abioi 48 

6 Oniballus 40 

^ Zinzirui 45 


According to Syncellus, 

Yars, 

I EvochoiiSj or Nim- 1 g 
rod, reigned J 


2 Chofmabolus 7 

3 Porus 35 

4 Nechubea 43 

5 Abius 48 

6 Onlballea 40 

7 ZinzlruB 45 
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Bjr the perfefl: agreement of thefe lifts it is manifeft 
that Syncellus has faithfully copied Eufebius. To this 
dynnfty, which continued only two hundred and twenty- 
four years, we are told, fucceeded a race of fix Arabian 
kings, who governed Babylon two hundred and fixteen, 
making together four hundred and forty years; and this 
Arabian dynafty was followed by the Aflyrian, com- 
mencing with the reign of Belus, and ending with that 
of Sardannpalus, The Aflyrians mult then have eredlcd 
their monarchy long before the call of Abraham, and have 
continued at leaft a thoufand years after him ; an opinion 
we cannot fubferibe to. The Arabian princes were, ac- 
cording to Scripture, of the country of Elam, orPerfia; 
for under Chedcrlacmer, king of Elam, we find Amra- 
phel, king of Shinar (the undoubted Babylonia), making 
W'ar upon the Canaanites; and probably at the time when 
Abraham refeued Lot, who had been carried away cap- 
tive. There being no certain accounts of any tranfaftions 
relating to the firft kingdom of Babylon, except that, 
about the year 1921 before the Chriftian acra, it was go- 
verned by a king called Amraphel; we (hall proceed to 
the hiftory of the Babylonian monarchs ; after relating 
what is fabuloufly reported of that king, who, according 
to fome prophane authors^ muft be accounted the firlb 
prince who fat on the Babylonian throne 5 and whom 
we find the inftigator of the rebellion in Aflyria, which 
ended with the death of Sardanapalus, and the diffolution 
of that monarchy. 

He is by fome called Belefis, and by others Nanybyrus"; fiery 
and both affedl to give us an extraordinary account of him, 
which will be almoft all we ftiall be able, in thefe authors, 
to find concerning the Babylonian empire, till it was 
brought to an end- 

Under the name of Belefis, the firft prince is reprefented 
as a crafty and mcan-fpirited knave, and, at the fame time, 
as nothing lefs than a hero. It is faid he was bafe enough 
to circumvent Arbaces, his colleague and friend, in the 
moftfhameful manner, by pretending a vow he had, in 
the midft of the war, made to his god Belus, “ That, if 
the fuccefs was the event of it, and the palace of Sarda- 
napalus was confumed, he would be at the charge and 
trouble of removing the allies, that were left, to Babylopf 
and there heap them up into a mount near the temple of 
his god, to ftand as a monument to all who Ihould navigate 

p Nicol, Damaft. in Excerpt. Valef. p. 
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the Euphrates, of the fubverfion of the AfTyrian empire/* 
He, it fcems, had been privately informed by an eunuch, 
of the immenfe treafure which had been confumed in the 
conflagration at Nineveh ; and, knowing it to be a fecret 
to Arbaces, his avarice fuggefted to him this artifice. 
Arbaces not only granted his requeft, but appointed him 
king of Babylon, with an exemption from all tribute. 
Belefis, by this artifice, carried a prodigious treafure with 
him to Babylon ; but, when the fecret was difcovered> he 
was called to an account for it, and tried by the other 
chiefs, who had been affiftant in the war, and who, upon 
his confelfion of the crime, condemned him to lofe his 
head. But Arbaces, a magnificent and generous prince, 
freely forgave him ; left him in pofleflion of the treafure, 
and alfoin the independent government of Babylon ; fay- 
ing, the good he had done ought to ferve as a veil to his 
crime ; and thus he became at once a prince of great 
wealth and dominion. Inprocefs of time, and under the 
fucceflbr of Arbaces, he became a man of drefs, Ihew, and 
effeminacy, unworthy of the kingdom or province he 
held. Nanybrus, for fo we muft now call Belefis, under- 
ftandlng a certain robuft Mede, called Parfondas, held 
him in the utmoft contempt, and had folicited the em- 
peror of the Medesto dived him of his dominions, and to 
confer them upon himfelf, ofiered a very great reward to 
the man who fhould take Parfondas, and bring him to 
h^is prefence. Paiiondas, hunting fomewhere near Baby- 
lon, with the king of the Medes, and Itraggling from the 
connpariy, happened to fall in with fomc of the fervants 
of the Babylonian Nanybrius, who had been tempted vrith 
the proniiled reward. They w^re purveyors to the king \ 
and Parfondas, being very thirdy, alked them for a 
draught of wine, which they not only granted, but pre- 
vailed upon him to take a meal with them. As he drank 
freely, fiifpefting no treachery, he eafily perfuaded 
to pafs that night in company with forne beautiful w^omcn, 
brought to him on purpofe to detain him. But, while he 
was in a profound fleep, the fervants of Nanybrus, rufhing 
upon him, bound, and carried him to their prince, who 
bitterly reproached him for endeavouring to irritate his 
mader, the king of the Medes, againd him, in order -to 
place himfelf, in his room, on the throne of Babylon. 
Parfondas did not deny the charge ; but with great intre- 
pidity owned, that he thought himfelf more worthy of a 
crown than fuch an indolent and efleminate prince as he 
was. Nanybrus, highly provoked at the liberty he took, 
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fwore by the gods Belus and Molis, or rather Mylltta, that 
Parfondas himfelf fliould, in a fliort time, become fo 
effeminate,- as to reproach none with effeminacy. Ac- 
cordingly he ordered the eunuch, who had charge of his 
mufic-women, to fhave, paint, and drefs him after the 
manner of thofe women; to teach him their art, and, in 
fliort, to transform him, by all pofliblc means, into the rc- 
fcmblance of a woman. His orders were obeyed, and the 
manly Parfondas foon exceeded the faireft female in Ting- 
ing, playing, and the other arts of allurement. 

In the mean time the king of the Medes, after a fruit- 
lefs feSrch for his favourite fervant, and in vain offering 
great rewards to fuch as fliould give him any information 
concerning him, concluded he had been deftroyed by fome 
wild bcafl in the chace. At length, after feven years, 
the Mede was informed of his ftate and condition by an 
eunuch, who, being cruelly fcourged by Nanybrus’s or- 
ders, fled, at the inftigation of Parfondas, into Media, 
and there difclofed the whole to the king, who immedi- 
ately difpatched an officer to demand he fliould be deliver- 
ed up, Nanybrus pretending to know nothing of any fuch 
perfon, another officer was fent by the Mede, with a pe- 
remptory order to feizc on Nanybrus, if he perfifled in 
the denial, to bind him with his girdle, and lead him to 
immediate execution. This order had the defired effeft : 
the Babylonian owned what he had before denied, pro- 
rnifed to comply, without farther delay, with the king's 
command ; and in the mean time invited the officer to a 
banquet, at which an hundred and fifty women, among 
whom was Parfondas, made their appearance, finging and 
playing upon various inftruments. But, of all, Parfon- 
das appeared by far the moft charming; infomuch that 
Nanybrus inquiring of the Mede Mdiich he liked belt, he 
immediately pointed at him. At this declaration the Baby- 
lonian clapt his hands, and burfting into a fit of laughter, 
told h}jpc\ who the perfon was, whom he thus preferred to 
all the reft ; adding, that he could anfwer what he had 
done before the king of the Medes, The officer was no 
lefs furprifed at fuch an aftonifliing change, than his maf- 
ter was afterwards, when Parfondas appeared before him. 
The only favour Parfondas begged of the king, for all his 
paft fervices, was, that he would avenge on the Babylo- 
nian the bafe and highly injurious treatment he had met 
with at his hands. The Mede marched accordingly, at 
his inftigation, to Babylon ; and notwithftanding the re- 
l^ipjuftr^nce^ of Nanybrus^ urging, that Parfondas had, 
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Without the leaft provocation, endeavoured to deprive him 
both of his life and kingdom, declared, that in ten days 
he would pafs the fentence on him, which he deferved, 
for prefiiming to aft as judge in his own caufe, inftead of 
appealing to himhis lord paramount. ButNanybrus hav- 
ing, in the mean time, gained with a large bribe Mitra- 
phernes, the Mede’s favourite eunuch, the king was by 
him prevailed upon to fentence the Babylonian only to a 
fine 5 which made Parfondas curfe the man that firft found 
out gold, for the fake of which he was to live the fport 
and derifion of an effeminate Babylonian. The eunuch 
endeavoured to appeafe him, but in vain j deaf to <all re- 
monftrances, he meditated nothing but revenge j and in 
the end had the fatisfaftion of being fully revenged, both 
on the Babylonian, and the eunuch his friend p. 

Yr. of FI. To proceed from this fiftitious relation to the genuine 
1601. hiftory of the Babylonians, in which there is a chafm of 
Ante Chr, ^lany hundred years between the times of Nimrod and 
Amraphel, to the period we have now reached ; the firfl: 
^ht genu- B^ibylonian king we meet with after them, and thofe we 
ine hiJlQry have mentioned to have fuccceded between them, is Na- 
pftheBa- bonalTar, the firft in Ptolemy's canon. As we find no- 
l^httians, thing particular concerning this king, fo well known from 
pafles under his ^lame, we (hall fupply that 
deficiency with fome conjeftures concerning the firft rife 
of the Babylonian kingdom. That it rofe much about 
the fame time with the kingdom of AlTyria, feems unde-* 
niable •, fince only twenty-four years after the appearance 
of Pul, the founder of the Aflyrian monarchy, we find 
mention made of Nabonaffar, king of Babylon. That 
Babylon was governed by its own kings, even when the 
Aflyrian monarchy was in its full glory, is no lefs certain, 
both from Scripture, and profane hiftory. 

Thefe two kingdoms then rofe much about the fame 
time, and for feveral years fubfifted together. But by 
what means did Nabonaflar obtain, by what means did he 
and his fucccflbfs keep pofleflioii of a kingdom bordering 
on the empire of the Afl’yrians, whom we have feen, un- 
der the conduft of their ambitious and warlike princes, 
crafping at nothing lefs than the fovereignty of all the 
Eaft ? They wage war with, and impofed their yoke 
upon, all the nations around them. But no notice is ta- 
ken in hiftory, till the reign of Efar-Haddon, their fifth 

p Ctef. apud Diod. Sicul. libi \i, p. 78* & Kicol. Damaf. in £x« 
erpe. Valef. p. 424 & ftq. 
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king, of any attempts of this nature made even by their 
molt warlike princes againft the neighbouring kingdom of 
Babylon. Nay, we find them crofling both the Tigris 
and the Euphrates, in order to extend their dominions^ 
and bring under fubjeftion the diftant nations, while that 
kingdom, which muft have been more tempting to them 
than any other they could have in view, remained ftill 
uneonquered. Thefe, and many other difficulties of the 
like nature, can, in our opinion, be no otherwife folved 
but by adopting the fyftem that has been fuggefted to us 
by a late chronologer fuppofing the Affyrian and Ba- 
bylonian kings to have been two branches of one and the 
fame family. For, according to that fyftem, Pul, the 
firft AlTyrian conqueror, left two fons, Tiglath-Pilefer, 
and Nabonaflar. To the former he bequeathed the king- 
dom of Afiyria ; and that of Babylon to the latter. Tig- 
lath-Pilefer, the elder fon, refided at Nineveh, the orig- 
nal feat of the empire, while Nabonalfar, who was the 
younger brother, held his refidence at Babylon. As the 
two kingdoms were governed by princes of the fame fami- 
ly, we may well fuppofe a peifedl harmony to have reign- 
ed between them, the younger branch at Babylon acknow- 
leging a kind of fuperiority in, and fubjeftion to, the el- 
der at Nineveh, If there had not been the ftrifteft union 
between thefe two kingdoms, is it to be imagined that 
the kings of Aflyria would have crofted the Euphrates to 
make war at a great diftance from their dominions, while 
they had fo powerful an enemy as the king of Babylon be- 
hind them, who might have taken advantage of their ab- 
fence to invade their country, when it was drained of the 
choiceft of their foldiery ? If the kings of the two coun- 
tries had not been bound by the moft folemn ties, can we 
fuppofe, that the Babylonians would have let flip fo fa- 
vourable an opportunity of attempting, at leaft, to hum- 
ble fo powerful and ambitious a neighbour ? They could 
not biy: be well apprifed, that the weftern nations, whom 
the Aflyrians were haraffing with endlefs wars, would, 
for their own quiet and fafety, have readily joined them.. 
And yet we read of no fuch attempts. May we not, 
therefore, infer' from thence, that a good underftanding 
fubfifted between the two kings of the countries, free from 
all umbrage and jealoufy ? And on what elfe could fo 
lafting an harmony be founded, but on the natural ties of 
blood and parentage. 

* Sir Ifaac Newton'i Chron. p. 977, Se ftq. 
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As Nabonaflar was the firfl king of Babylon, aftef [it 
was erefted into a feparate kingdom from that of Aflyria, 
he bids as fair as any, to have been the Belefis of Ctefias ; 
and is accordingly called Beleflus and BaleulTus, by Nico- 
las of Damafcus ^ i and by Hipparchus, Nanybrus, who 
was confefledly the fame perfon with Belefis. But we 
fhall not trouble our readers here with conjeftures, which 
have little or no foundation in genuine hiftory, nor at- 
tempt to reduce the fables of Ctefias to hiftorical truths. 
In fa£l, all we have fa id, and all we can fay on this fub- 
jeft, amounts to nothing more than bare probability, 

Nabonaflar was fucceeded by Nadius, who reigifed two 
years; and Nadius, by Chinzirus and Porus, who reigned 
five. They may have been brothers ; but their names bear 
no affinity either with the Chaldee, or the AlTyrian. 

JugsEus reigned next: there is nothing recorded of him, 
nor can we offer at one conjefture concerning him, ex- 
cept that he, as well as thole he immediately fucceeded, 
and thofe that came after him, down to AflTar-Addin, did 
nothing worthy of notice, and that they might have pafled 
their days in floth and effeminacy. 

Mardoc-Empad, is certainly the Merodach-Baladan of 
Scripture, the fame that fent an embafly to Hezekiah, 
king of Judah. Inlfaiah*^ he is called Merodach-Bala- 
dan, as we have written him above ; but in the book of 
Kings he is called Berodach-Baladan and in both places 
the fon of Paladan ; whence we gather, that the Jugaeus 
above, who feems to have been his father, might perhaps 
be more properly called Baladan. He is the firft Babylo- 
nian king we find in Scripture to have had any intercourfe 
with the kings at Jerufalem. He fent a fpeclal embaify 
to congratulate Hezekiah on his late recovery, and to in- 
quire, as is generally fuppofed, about the fun’s retro- 
grelTion, Merodach-Baladan reigned twelve years, and 
was fucceeded by 

Arkianus; concerning whom all we know is, fhat he 
reigned but five years ; and that after him there was an 
interregnum of two years. 

Belibusfucceededtothis interregnum ; but by what means, 
or by what right we know not. He reigned but three 
years, at the end of which he died, or was dethroned. 

He made room for Apronadius, who reipTied fix years; 
and was fucceeded by Regibelus, who, after one year’s 

b Nicol. Damafc. in Eclog. VAlifi * Ifai. xxix, i. 
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feign, gave place to Mefeflimordacus. Four years after an 
interregnum enfued, which lafted eight years. 

This interregnum being expired, -Aflar- Addin, the Efar- 
Haddon of Scripture, poflefled himfelf of the kingdom of 
Babylon. We have already faid all we pofitively know of 
him, when we formerly gave his reign as king of Aflyria. 
Whether he feized on the kingdom by art or violence, is 
uncertain. By this union of the two kingdoms, the Afly- 
rians rofe to a higher pitch than ever they had before at- 
tained, at lead in the weftern parts, where, under this 
king, they eftabllfhed their power more firmly than it had 
everb^n, and even conquered Egypt. He reigned at 
Babylon thirteen years, and was fucceeded by 

Saofducheus, or Saofduchinus. We have already fpo- 
ken of him, and related his exploits at length, as king 
of AfTyria. He reigned twenty years, and was fucceed- 
ed by 

Chynaladan, or Sarac, who was, as well as his two 
predeceflbrs, king both of Aflyria and Babylon, and reign- 
ed twenty-two years. The length of thefe three reigns, 
making in all fifty-five years, which exceeds the fum of 
the nine reigns and two interregnums between Nabonafiar 
and Aflar-Addin, by two years, may convince us, that the 
kings of Babylon, during th,it interval, v^ere little better 
than governors, placed and dlfplaced by the kings of Af- 
fyria at their will and pleafurc ; ^and continued or difeon- 
tinued juft as they approved tliemfelves more nr Icfs trufty 
and ferviceable to the Aflyrian kings. Hitherto the king- 
dom of Babylon had been dependent on the emperors 
at Nineveh ; it now begins to make a very different 
figure, exalting itfelf on the ruins of the Affyrian mon- 
archy. 

For Nabopallafar fucceeded Chynaladan in the kingdom 
of Babylon, which he rendered independent of the Affy- 
rians, and transferred the feat of empire to Babylon, His 
name djclarcs him to have been an Aflyrian, and to have 
derived his origin from Pul, and NabonalT.ir his fon, it 
partaking equally of both ; for as Nabonaflar is plainly 
compounded from Ncbo-Adflon-Aflar, this man feems to 
have rejected the Addon for Pul, and to have had his 
name compounded from Nebo-Pul-Affur ; to aflert his 
defeent from Pul by Nabonaflar, and his right to the king- 
dom of Babylon, of which his family had been unjuftly 
deprived by the elder branch of Afltyria. For being ap- 
pointed over Chaldaea, upon the death of Saofducheus, 
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who left the Aflyrian affairs in great confufion, ,and at a 
time when the Mcdes were in the full vigour of their pur- 
fuit againfl: the kings at Nineveh, he took the advantage 
of this conjuncture ; declared for himfelf at Babylon, and 
entered into an alliance with Cyaxares the Mede p. Thefe 
allies reduced the kingdom of Aflyria to a very low con- 
dition, though Nabopailafar did not live to fee the final 
dcftruction of it, for the eruption of the Scythians put a 
flop to the progrefs of thefe new allies, for the fpace, as 
we are told, of twenty-eight years. 

This prince is called by the different appellations of 
Nabulaffar, Nebuchadonolor, and Nebuchatlnezzar ; thus 
diftinguiflied from his fon, as the firft of the name The 
Affyrians, as well as the Babylonians and Medes, being 
at tnis time, wholly employed in defending themfelves 
againft the Scythians, who had conquered all Upper Afia, 
Pharaoh-Necho, king of Egypt, laid hold of fo favourable 
an opportunity to recover the city of Carchemifh, then 
fubjeeft to the king of Affyria. King Jofiah attempted, 
upon what motive we know not, to oppofe the Egyptian 
on his march i but his army was routed, and himfelf flain. 
This fuccefs, and much more the furrender of Carche- 
mifh, encouraged the fatrapa or governor of CcDclefyria 
and Phoenice to revolt frorn Nabopailafar, who had re- 
duced thofe provinces fome time before, this battle having 
been fought in the fixteenth year of his reign. As he was 
then ftricken in years, he took his fon Nabocolaffar, or 
Nebuchadnezzar, for his partner in the kingdom, and fent 
him at the head of a powerful army againft the Egypti- 
ans and revolted Syrians. Over the Egyptians, who were 
Hill at Carchemifh, the young prince gained a complete 
vidlory, retook the place, and put the garrifon to the 
fword *■. 

Elated with this fuccefs he marched into Judaea, took 
jerufalem, lifled the temple, and, feizing on Jehoiakim, 
put him in bonds, with a defign to fend him, among the 
other captives to Babylon ; but upon his fuhmifiion, and 
promife of paying a yearly tribute, the Babylonian changed 
his mind, and left him as a kind of viceroy in Judah*. 
The viflorious prince, purfuing his conquefts, turned 
his arms next againft Pharaoh-Necho, and without oppo- 
fition made himfelf mafter of the whole country between 

p Alex. Polyhift. apud Synccll. p. zio. Eufebiui in Chron. 
1 Berof. apud Jofeph. contra Apion lib. i, p. 1044. & Antiq. lib. X, 
cap. II. David Gantz. ii. Chron. lib, ii. n. 185. r Jerem, 

xlvi, a. * Dan, i, a, &Cj % Chron, xxxv* (!■ a Kings xxiv. i. 
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ihe Nile and the Euphrates. But, in the mean time, his 
father Nabopallafar, dying at Babylon after a reign of 
twenty-one years, he haftenedto that capital with a fmall 
retinue, by the fhorteft way of the defert, committing to 
his generals the command of the army, and the care of 
the captives, who were to be fent after him, with the 
fpoils of the nations he had conquered *. 

Being thus, by the death of his father, become foie 
king of Babylon, his firft care was to adorn and enlarge 
the feat of his growing empire. While thus bufied, he 
was, in an extraordinary manner, affefted by dreams. 
One, .efpccially, which he had in the fecond year after 
his father’s death, gave him greater uneafinefs, than all 
the reft, though he had entirely forgot the particulars. 
Having, therefore, under great anxiety of mind, called 
together his magicians or Chaldxans, he required them 
not only to interpret his dream, but to remind him of 
what he had dreamt. ' The Chaldseans anfwered with one 
voice, that it was their province to interpret dreams ; but 
that the gods alone could know what a man had dreamt. 
This ahfwer provoked the king to fuch a degree, that he 
refolved to put them all to death j and gave orders accord- 
ingly to Arioch, the captain of his guard. But, before 
thefe cruel orders could be put in execution, Daniel, who 
had been brought, with his three companions, to Baby- 
lon, among other Jewifli captives, and was, as well as his 
companions, to undergo the fame fate with the Chaldae- 
ans, expoflulating with Arioch upon the rafhnefs of the 
decree ilTued againft them, prevailed upon that officer to 
introduce him to the king. Being admitted to his pre- 
fence, he gave him affurance, that he would fatisfy him 
in what he was fo folicitous to know. Having, upon this 
promife, obtained a fhort refpite, he repaired to his three 
companions; and joining with them in an addrefs to 
Heaven, the fecret was revealed to him in a night-vlfion. 
Thus inftrufled from above, he repaired to Arioch ; and, 
being ^gain by him introduced to the king, after inftilling 
into the haughty prince fome notions of the might and 
majefly of God, he not only told him his dream, but gave 
him fuch a fatisfadory interpretation of it, that the prince, 
amazed a^ what he heard, could not forbear falling on his 
face, worfliipping Daniel, and acknowleging his God the 
God of gods, and Lord of kings. Not fatished with thefe 

■ Berof. apud Jofeph. Antiq. lib. x. cap. ii. & contra Apion lib« 
X. & apud Eufeb. dePrsep. Evang. lib, ix, cap. 40. 
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extraordinary demnnflratlons of efteem, he made hint 
rich prefents, invellcd him with the povernment of the 
w^hole province of Babylon, and appointed him chief of 
the governors of all the fages 

In the mean time a peace being concluded between the 
MccIl’s and the Lydians, by the mediation of Labynetus, 
that is, Nebuchadnezzar, and iSyeniiefis, king of Cilicia, 
Cyaxares the Mede rcfolved to refume iItc fiege of Nine- 
veh, which the irruption of the Scythians, and the Ly- 
dian war, had obliged him to interrupt. Having entered 
into an alliance with Nt'buchadnczzar, and coniirmed it 
by a marriage between' that prince aiitl his daughter A- 
myite, the two Icrngs marched againft Nineveh, took 
that proud metropolis, levelled it with the ground; and 
put an end to the AlTyrian empire 

While Nebuchadnezzar was thus employecT, JeholakinT, 
laying hold of that opportunity, fhook off the Babylonian 
yoke, after three years fubjeftion. But his revolt cofi: 
him dear ; for the king of Babylon, highly incenfed agaiiiH; 
him, difpatched an army into Judaea, confjfting cf va^ 
rious nations, who, having laid the country wafte far and 
near, took and murdered that unfortun-ate prince ; and, 
dragging his body out of the city, left it unburred, ac- 
cording to Jcreiniah's prrditSlJon He was fuceeeded by 
hia fon Jchuiachiii, againft whom Nebuchadnezzar fent 
fir ft an afiny, upon what provocation we know not ; and, 
arriving afterwards in perfon before Jerufalem, which his 
troops had invclled, he ordered Jehoiachin, who came 
nut to him with his motlrer, and his whole court, in a 
moft fubmlfTive iniinner, to be a-rrefted, and carried cap^ 
tive to Babylon? after a fliort reign of three months ami 
ten days. Having made himfelf mafter of the city, he 
ranfacked and plundered it a fecoiid time, together vMth 
the temple, palace, and treafury ; and carried off with 
him an immenfe booty, and fucb numbers of citjHires of 
all ranks and coiulitioriG, that fcarcely fu/TuIcnt hands 
were left .to cultivate the land >■. I'efoie he returned to 
liis own dominions, he placed Mnttaniah on the rlirone of 
that dcfolate kingdom, changing his name into Zedekiah; 
at the fame time impohng a ceriain tribute, and obliging 
him to take an oath of fidelity and allegiance 

t Dan. ii, per tof. o Herodot. lib. i. can. icfi. x Je- 

reni, xxii. iS, 19. & xxxvi. go. y z Kings xxiv. 8—16. 

a Chron. xxxvi. ao. JpremiaU xx. 1, xxix, 1, a. Ezek. xvii.n. 
» Jerem. xxxvii 1. a Kings xxiv. 17. a Ciuon. xxxvi. Ezell, 
Ublfupra, 13, 14, 28. 
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Immediately after this expedition, Jeremiah • begtih to 
Jirophefy the increafe of this prince's dominion \ and par-^ 
ticularly, that he fliould fubdue Elam, a kingdom on the 
river Ulai, to the eaftward of the Tigris* This country 
muft have been the Sufiana of the Greeks, and hy fo op- 
portunely for him, bordering almoft on his dominions, 
that in wall probability he was not long employed in the 
completion of this advantageous prophecy. 

This mighty prince had always his viftorles arid acCef- 
Cons of fortune preceded by prophecies from the mouth 
of Jeremiah, or fome other prophet; nay, divers plots 
and ftditions contriving againfl: him, were cruflied, while 
yet in embryo, by typical rcmonftrinces from men di* 
vinely infpired. Thus, when the kings of the Moabites, 
Ammonites, Tyrians, and Zidonians, would have tempt- 
ed Zedekiah, the thoughtlefs king of Jerufalem, to rife 
againft the Bribylonian, Jeremiah fent to each of the am- 
bafladors in his court, a prefent of yokes and bonds, to 
be carried to their mailers, with this declaration, That 
the Lord of ho(ls, the God of the whole earth, had doom- 
ed them all to be fervants to Nebuchadnezzar ; that they 
ftiould all ferve him, his fon, and fon's fon ; that fuch 
as ftiould but offer to reje£l his yoke, he would punifli 
with the fword, and with, famine, and with peflilence, 
till they were utterly confumed by him ; but that thofe 
who quietly fubniitted their, necks, and faithfully obeyed 
the king of Babylon, ftiould find mercy, and remain in 
the pofleflion of their country 

But, how great ar.d terrible foever he might have, been, 
he was dreaded but for a time, by the weftern nations ef- 
pecially ; who, nntwithftanding the fevere remonftrance 
and declaration of Jeremiah, were meditating how they 
ftiould free themfeives from the yoke of the king of Baby- 
lon. Nebuchadnezzar, underftanding that the Egyptians, 
the Jews, and other nations, were concerting metins to 
withdraw themfeives from his obedience, and that Zede- 
kiah, whom he had appointed king of Jeriifulcm, h.id 
been encouraged by Pharaoh licphrah, or Apries, king of 
Egypt, to fet him at .defiance, rcfolved particularly to 
punilh fujch ingratitude ^ Putting himfclf at the head of 
hie army, he advanced to the frontiers, at the fame time 
to chaftife all thefe prefumptuous nations ; where being 
arrived, and confidering with himfelf, that he had a num- 

® Jerem. xlix. 34‘""39' ^ Jerem. xxvil* * x Kin^l 

jcxv. I. 2 Chran. xxxvi. 17. 
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ber of them to deal with, he remained in fufpence forsr 
while, dubious where he Ihould firft open the war; till 
at laiS; he referred this important bufinefs to the ordinary 
methods of divination, in pradlice with the Chaldees *,, 
who, having confulted the entrails of animals, their 
images, or teraphim, and their arrows (Z), delivered 
it as their opinion, that the war fliould firft break out 
againft the Jews The Babylonian army then advanced 
into that kingdom, and, in a few days, became maf- 
ter of all their cities, except Lachifh, Azekah^ and Je- 
fufalem ® ; which laft, in the latter end of December^ 
the fame year, was blocked up by Nebuchadnezzar,*- with 
all his formidable army, and a clofe and vigorous liege 
enfued. 

Receiving intelligence that Pharaoh Hophrah was on 
his march to relieve Jerufalem, he raifed the fiege, and 
marched to give the Egyptian battle, before he could pof- 
fibly be joined by any of the other difeontented nations;, 
but, before he left Jerufalem, he took care to fend all the 
captive Jews in his camp, amounting to eight hundred 
and thirty-two perfons, under a ftrong guard, to Babylon. 
He then moved againft the Egyptians, who not daring to 
abide the onfet, retreated in proportion as Nebuchadnez- 
zar advanced ; though others tell ua they ventured a battle, 
which ended in their overthrow. 

The Egyptians being thus repelled, he returned and re- 
newed the fiege of Jerufalem with frefh vigour ; and, hav- 


^ Ezek. xxi, 19— 24, 

(Z) This pradice of divin- 
ing by arrows, continued a- 
mong the Arabs till Mohain- 
medifm prevailed, which abfo- 
lutely forbids it ; and appears 
to be the very fame in ufewith 
the Babylonians nt this time. 

The arrows ufed by them 
for this purpofe, were likethofe 
with which they call: lots, be- 
ing without heads or feathers ; 
and were kept in the temple of 
feme idol,, m whofe prefence 
they were confulted. Seven 
fuch arrows wer& kept at the 
temple of Mecca ; but gener- 
ally in divination they made 
ufe of three only ; on one of 


• Jerem, xjtxiv. 7. 

which was written,' My 
Lord hath commanded me;*^ 
on another, My Lord hath 
forbidden me and the third 
was blank. If the firfl was 
drawn, they looked on it as an 
approbation of the enterprize 
in queftion ; if the fecond, 
they made a contrary conclu- 
fion ,• but if the third happened 
to be drawn, they mixed them,, 
and drew them over again, tilt 
a decifive anfwer w^as given by 
one of the others. Thefe di- 
vining arrows were generally 
confulted before any thing of 
momeut was undertaken.'* 
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hig in the end made himfelf mafter of the place, vented 
his rage on the king, the inhabitants, and the dty itfflf, 
in the manner we have alreaHy defcribed. 

Nebuzaradan, one of the Babylonian generals> canrigd 
with him fcveral prifoncrs of great difthidtion to the king 
at Riblah, whither he, had retired during the fiege, and 
they were all by his orders put to death. Among thefe 
were Seraiah the high-priell, Zephaniah the fecond prieft, 
Zedekiah^s chief general, and feveral of his favourites and 
counfellors ^ 

Nebuchadnezzar, having thus put an end to the Ifrael- 
itilh kingdom, and appointed Gedaliah as a kind of govern 
nor over the remnant of the meaner people, whom he left 
behind to cultivate the land®, returned once more to his 
metropolis, adding great ftrength and glory to it, by the 
immenfe booty he brought with hinij and a numerous ac- 
ceffion of new inhabitants. 

With the gold he amalTed in this expedition, it is thought 
he erefted ^ the monftrous coloiTus of that metal, in ho- 
nour of his god Bel, in the plain of Dura, in the province 
^f Babylon. It was fixty cubits in height, and fix cubits 
in breadth, and entirely of gold. Having fummoned to- 
gether all his princes, governors, captains, judges, trea- 
lurers, counfellors, and the rulers of provinces, to the 
<ledication of this idol, proclamation was made, that all 
people, nations, and languages, fliould, on hearing the 
found of various mufical inftruments, fall down and wor- 
ftiip the golden image Nebuchadnezzar the king had fet 
up, on pain of being immediately thrown into a burning 
furnace. It was on this occafion, that the three Hebrew 
youths, Shadrach, Mefliach, and Abednego, refufing to 
comply with the king’s command, were miraculoufly pre- 
ierved in the midft of the flames. Nebuchadnezzar, who 
was an eye-witnefs of the prodigy, acknowleging the 
might and power of the God of Shadrach, Mefhach, and 
Abednego, decreed, that whofoever fliould blafpheme hi| 
name, flboiild be cut in pieces, and his houfe fliould be 
burned into a dunghill 

This mighty prince, in the twenty-fecond year of his Yj., of FI, 
jelgn, crofled the Euphrates, once more to make war on 1763. 
^he weftern ni'tions* It had been prophefied, that he Ante Chr, 
fliould fubdue Egypt, and treat her as he had treated Ju- 
<lah \ and that the fame fate fliould befal the city of Tyre. ^ 

^ s Klogsxxvi 18— ir. 8 Ibid. ver. 21, 
lib« ii. p. 87. ^ Dan. iii. per tot. 
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In completion of thefe prophecies, hp fat down with hi* 
army before Tyre; but. after a thirteen y?ars fiege, had 
nothing but an empty city for his pains, mod of the inha- 
bitanti; haring retired, with their befl: effefts, to a neigh- 
bouring ifiand During this long fiege, he completely 
reduced, by detached parties, the Sidonians, Moabites, 
-Ammonites, and Edomites; he fent Nebuzaradan with a 
party into judxa, to revenge the death of Gedaliah ; and 
he carried off ipto captivity feven hundred and forty-five 
penens, the poor remains of that unhappy people, thus 
completing the defolation of the hndh 

From fyre Nebuchadnezzar marched into Egypt, 
which was promifed him as a reward for the toil he and 
his army had undergone before Tyre. That kingdom wa» 
then in great confufion and diforder, occafioned by a civil 
war between Apries and Apriafis. Of this the Babylonian 
taking advantage, entered the country, flew great numbers 
of the natives, enriched himfclf and his aimy with the 
fpoils of that wealthy kingdom, and returned, carrying 
vdth him an immenfe booty, and an incredible number 
of captives. That he made himfelf mafter of Egypt; 
that he fpoiled and laid wafte that country, and carried 
great numbers of the inhabitants into captivity, is mani- 
feft from the prophecies of Jeremiah and Ezekiel ; but 
whether or no he appointed Amafis, fo famed among the 
Egyptians bis lieutenant or viceroy there, as fome have 
conjeflured, is what wc will not take upon us tp aflert, 
fince we know nothing for certain concerning this expe- 
dition, but what 'we learn from the above m'entioned 
prophets. It mufl: have been about this time that he con- 
quered the Ethiopians, Libyans, and the other nations 
mentioned by Ezekiel 

Thus farwe have feen him a warrior, far excelling all 
the Babylonian princes who went before him ; and, hav- 
ing done with his martial exploits, we muft retire with 
^im to Babylon, and take a view of his tranfaflions there. 
As the magnificence of that city is wholly attributed to him, 
w^e (hall here deferibe it as one of the chief works of that 
monarch who was equally great in peace and in war. In 
this defeription we fliall tread in the footfteps, and folloMf 
the method of the learned dean Prideaux ", 


* Ezek. nxvi, 1—16, xxvii, xxvili. &c. 1 Jerem, lii. jd, 

Ezek. iv. ^ 6. “ Ezek. xxx. 4— jo. • Prideaux 

ii. part i. p, 54, 8 c fcq. 
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Semirnmis is faid by fome, and Belus by others to have Bahylon 
founded this city. But, by Mdiomfoevcr it was founded, dtf^nbeM 
Nebuchadnezzar was the perfon who put the laft hand to 
it, and made it one of the wonders of the world The 
moft famous works in and about it were the walls of the 
city, the temple of Belus, Nebuchadnezzar’s palace, the 
hanp;ing-gardens, the banks of the river, the artificial lake, 
and canals. 

The city was furrounded with walls, in thickiiefs eighty^- 
feven feet, in height three hundred and fiftj' feet, and in 
ciompafs four hundred and eighty furlongsP, or fixty of our 
jinilts. Thus Herodotus, who was liinifelf at Baby- 
lon ; and. though feme difagree with him in certain parti- 
culars, yet moft writer's give us the fame, or nearly the 
fimc idinienfions 'i (A). Thefe wails formed an exa£l 
Square each fide of which were a hundred and twenty 
furlongs, or fifteen miles in length, all built of large 
bricks, .cemented together v'iili bitumen, a glutinous flinie, 
which iflues out of the earth in that country, and in alhort 
time grows harder than the very biiek and ftone, which it 
cerncrits. I'he^city was encompafled, without the walls, 

.with a vaft ditch filled with water, arid lined with bricks 
on both Tides 5 and, as, the earth that was dug out of it 
ferved to make the brlcksj we may judge of the depth and 
largcnefsof the ditch from the height and thickriefs of the 
walls. In the whole compafs of the wall there were a 
hundred gates, that is, twenty-five on each of the four 
fides, all made of folid brafs. Between every two of thefe 

Abyden..ex Mega^llh. apud J^ufeb. Pjaep. Evang, lib. ix. p. 457. ' 

fjiiinr. Curt. Jib, v. c.ip, j, p Herorior. Jib. i. cap. 17S- 

■qTlin. Hid, Nat. lib. vi. cap. a6. Philoftr. lib. i. cap i 8, ^ C>uint^ 

Cuit. lib. V. cap. I. Strabo, lib xvi. p. 743. Diod, Sic. iib, ii« 

,p. Arrian, de Expedit. Alex. lib. vii. 

(A) Diodorus Siculus di- on each fide of the top of thefe 
minifhes the circumference of walls, which, according to him, 
thefe* walls very confiderabB^ were hur one ftorv high; which 
and takes fomewhac from rhe may pretry well reconcile them 
height of them, as in Hero* together in this refped. It iv 
dotus, though he feems to add obferved, that tliofe who gire 
to their breadth, by faying, the height of thefe walls but 
that fix chariots ought drive a- fifty cubits, fpeak of them 
bread thereon ; while the for- only as they were after the 
nif'Y writes, that one chariot time of Darius Hylhfpis, who 
only might turn upon them i had caufed them to be beaten 
but then he places buildings down to that levtfl. 
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gated, at proper diftances, were three towers 5 and four 
more at the four corners of this great fquare, and three 
between each of thefe corners and the next gate on either 
fide, and each of thefe towers was ten feet higher than 
the walls. But this is to be underftood only of thofe parts 
of the walls where towers were needful for defence ^ : for 
fome parts of them being upon a morafs, and inacceflible 
by an enemy, there the labour andexpence was fpared. The 
whole number, then, of thefe towers amounted to no 
more than two hundred and fifty, whereas a much greater 
number would hare been neceltary to have made the uni^ 
furmity complete* all round. From the twenty-five g'ateg 
in each fide of this fquare, there was a ftrait llreet, ex- 
tending to the correfponding gate in the oppofite wall, 
whence the whole number of the ftreets mufl; have been 
but fifty; but then they were each about fifteen miles 
long ; twenty-five of them crolTing the other twenty-five 
exaftly at right angles Befides thefe four ftreets, we 
muft reckon four half-ftreets, which vrere but rows of 
of houfes facing the four inner fidcs of the walls. Thefe 
four half-ftreeta w^ere properly the four fides of the city 
w^ithin the walls, and were each of them two hundred 
feet broad-*, the w^holc ftreets being about a hundred and 
fifty of the fame. By this interfeftion of the fifty ftreets, 
the city was divided into fix hundred and feventy-fix 
fquares, each of four furlongs and a half on each fide, or 
two miles and a quarter in compafs. Round thefe fquares 
on every fide towards the ftreets flood the houfes, al^of 
three or four ftories in height, and beautified ' with all 
manner of ornaments ; and the fpace within each of thefe 
fquares was all void, and taken up by court-yards andgar- 
dens, either for pleafure or convenience. 

A branch of the Euphrates divided the city into two, 
running through the midft of it, from north to fouth, over 
w^hich, in the very middle of the city, was a bridge, a 
furlong in length or rather more, and indeed much more, 
if we believe fome authors, who fay it was no lefs 
than five ftadia or furlongs in length, though but thirty 
fet broad, a difference we fhall never be able to decide ; 
this bridge, however, is faid to have been built with won- 
derful art *, to fupply a dcfcdl in the bed of the fiver, which 

q Diod. Sic. lib. ii. p. 68 t f Herodot, ubi fupra, cap. 180. 

i DiodI Sic. lib. ii. p. 67, t Herodot. ubi fupra, Philoflr. 

]jb..i. - « Strab. ubi fupra, p, 738. ^ , x Diod. Sic. litai. 

ii. p, 68. Herodot, lib. i, cap, i8({, Quint, Curti lib. Vt 
fapf !• Fhiloltir, lib. i. c|p. 18, 
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was compofcd of fand. At each end of this bridge were 
two palaces* ; the old palace on the eaft fide, the new on 
the weft fide of the river, the former of which took up 
four of the fquares above mentioned, and the latter 
nine. The temple of Belus, which ftood next to the old 
palace, employed another oi the fame fquares. 

The whole city ftood in a large plain, in a very fat and 
deep foil ; that part or half of it, on the eaft fide of the 
river, was the old city * ; and the other on the weft wal 
added by Nebuchadnezzar, both being included within the 
fquare bounded by the walls above mentioned. The form 
of the whole was feemingly borrowed from Nincveh| 
which was alfo four hundred and eighty furlongs ; but, 
though it was equal in dimenfions to this city, it was left 
with refpeft to its form, which was a parallelogram 
whereas that of Babylon was an exafl fquare ; it is fup- 
pofed, that Nebuchadnezzar, who had deftroyed that old 
ieat of the Aflyrian empire, propofed that this new one 
(hould exceed it in magnitude and magnificence *. 

But it plainly appears that it was never wholly inha« 
bited ; fo that, even in the meridian of its glory, it may 
be compared with the flower of the field, which flouriflies 
to-day, and to-morrow is no more \ for, as we fhall fee 
in the courfe of this work, -it never had time to grow up 
to what Nebuchadnezzar vifibly intended it fliould rife \ 
for Cyrus removing the feat of the empire foon after to 
Shuftian, Babylon fell by degrees to utter decay (B). 

apud Jofeph. Antlq. Jud. lib. X, cap. it# * Hcrodot, 
ubi fupra, cap. 193. ^ Berof. ubi fupra. Y Diodor. Sicul, 

ubi fupra, p. 65, z Vide Prid. Conne6t. of the Hid. of the 
Old and New Teftameht, vol. i. book ii, p. 97. in 8vo. 


(B) But fo far was it from 
being finifbed according to its 
original defign, that, when A- 
lexandes came to Babylon, Q;, 
Curtius tells us, “ no more 
than ninety furlongs of it were 
then built ; which can no other- 
wife be underftood than of fo 
much in length ; and if we al- 
low the breadth to be as much 
as the length (which is the ut- 
mofl that can be allowed), it 
will follow, that no more than 
fight thou&nd oao hundrpd 


fquare furlongs were then built 
upon, but the whole ^ace 
within the Walls contained four- 
teen thoufand four hundred 
fquare furlongs, and therefore 
there muft have been fix thou- 
fand three hundred fquare fur- 
longs unbuilt, which, Curtius 
tells us, were ploughed and 
fown, Befides, the houfeswere 
not contiguous, but all built 
with a void fpace on each fide, 
between houfe and houfe**' 

The 
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femple of- The uexl: great undertaking of Nebuchadnezzar was the 

Bil^M temple of Iklus. The wonderful tower, however, that 
flood in the middle of it, wa^ not his work, but built 
many ages before ; that and the famous tower of Babel 
being, as is commonly fuppofed, the fame ftruflure 
This tower, as to its form and dimenfions, we ba^e de* 
feribed already i and therefore fliall only add, that the 
afeent was by flairs on the outfide, drawn in a floping 
line from the bottom to the top eight times round it j cxt 
hibiting the appearance of eight towers, one above the 
other. The eight towers, as they are called, were each of 
them feventy-five feet high. Till the time of Ncbiichad-^ 
nezzar, it is thought this tower was the whole-temple of 
Beluo; but he made great additions thereto, by valt edi-^ 
fices ere£ted round it^, in a fquare of two furlongs on 
every fide, and juft a mile in circumference, which ex- 
ceeded the fquare at the temple of Jerufalem by one thou- 
fand eight hundred feet On the outfide of thtfe build- 
ings was a wall, which inclofed the whole j and in confix 
deration of the regularity wherewith this city was to all 
appearance marked out, it is fuppofed, that this wall was 
equal to the fquare of the city wherein it ftcod, and is fo 

* concluded to have been two miles and a half in circumfer- 

cncc. In this wall were feveral gates leading into the tem* 
pie, and all of folid brafs ; fuppofed to have been made out 
of the brazen fea, brazen pillars, and other vcftels and 
ornaments of the kind, which Nebuchadnezzar h^d tranf- 
ported from Jerufalem 5 for in this temple he is faid to 
have dedicated the fpoils of that expedition*. 

In the fame place were fevera) images or idols of maffy 
gold, one of them forty feet in height, the fame, as fup- 
pofed Math that w^hich Nebuchndnezzar confecrated in the 
plains of Dura. This laft is faid to have been fixty cu- 
bits, or ninety feet high, which, though it vaftly exceeds 
the dimenfions of the former ; yet is thought to have been 
fo extraordinary for fize, that attempts have been made to 
prove they were the fame, by fuppofing that in the ninety 
feet, the height of the pedeftal is included, and that the 
forty feel are reckonM for the height of the ftatue without 
the pedeftal. As it is faid to have weighed one thoufand 
talents of Babylon, it is thence computed that it was worth 
three millions and a half of our money In a word, the 

* Bochart. Phaleg:. par. i, lib. i, cap, 9. yHerodot.ubi 

fiipra. ^ Pnd. Connedl. vol. i. parti, book ii^ p* loo, 

in 8vo. a Dan. i. z» a Chron. xxxvi. 7. ^ Prid> uhi 

fuprai p. loi. 
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weight of the ftatiie^ and decorations according to Diodo- 
rus Siculusj amounting to five tfioufand and odd talents in 
gold, the whole is eftimated at above one-and-twenty miU 
liqns of our money ; and the ]ike fum is allowed for the 
treafure, utenfils, and ornaments. 

Next to this temple, on the eaft fide of the river, tvj$ 
flood the old palace of the kings of P»abylon, four miles 
in circuit®. ExaflLy oppofite to it, on the other fide of 
the river, was the new palace built by Nebuchadnezzar, 
eight miles in circumference*. 

But nothing was more wonderful at Babylon than the 
hangiifg gardens, which Nebuchadnezzar made in com- 
plaifance to his wife Amyite, who being a Mede, and re- 
taining a ftrong inclination for the mountains and forells 
of her own country, defired to have fomething like them 
at Babylon. They are faid to have contained a fquare of 
four plethra, or four hundred feet, on each fide, and to 
have confil]:ed of terraces one above another, carriod up 
to the height of the wall of the city ; the afeent from ter- 
race to terrace being by fteps ten feet wide. The whole 
pile confifted of fubftantial arches upon arches, and was 
ftrengthened by a wall furrounding it on every fide, 
twenty-two feet thick. The floor on each of them were 
formed in this order : firfl, on the tops of the arches was 
laid a bed or pavement of ftoncs fifteen feet long, and 
four feet broad; over this was a layer of reed mixed with 
a great quantity of bitumen ; and over this two courfes of 
brick, clofely cemented together with plafter; above all 
thefe were thick flieets of lead, and on thefe again the 
earth or mould of the garden. This floorage was defigned 
to retain the moifture of the mould, that was fo deep as 
to give root to the greateft trees which were planted upon 
every terrace, together wdth great variety of herbs, flowers, 
and vegetables, pleafing to the eye. Upon the uppermoft 
of thefe terraces was a refervoir, filled by a certain en- 
gine with water from the river, from whence the gardens 
on the other terraces were fupplied, 

The other works attributed to Nebuchadnezzar by Be- hanis^ 
jrofus and Abydenus were the banks of the river, the ar- 
tificial canals. Sand the finilhing the great artificial lake, 
faid to have been funk by Semiramis The canals were * 
cut out on the eaft fide of the Euphrates, to convey the ' 
waters of that river, when it overflowed its banks, into 

» Strab. lib, xvi, p, 731* > DIodori Sicul. ubi fupn. 

Philoftrat. ubi fupra. 
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the Tigris, before they reached Babylon The chief of 
thefe canals was the Naarmalcha, of which we have fpoken 
before. 

The lake was on the weft fide of Babylon, and, ac- 
cording to the loweft computation, forty miles fquare, 
one hundred and fixty in compafs, and in depth thirty-five 
feet, as w^e read in Herodotus, or feventy-five according 
to Megafthenes- This lake was dug to receive the wa- 
ters of the river, while the banks were building on each 
fide of it ; but both the lake, and the canal that led to it, 
were preferved after that work was completed^ being 
found of great ufe, not only to prevent all overflowings, 
but to keep water all the year, as in a common refervoir, 
to be let out, on proper occaGons, by fluices, for the im- 
provement of the land. 

The banks were built of brick and bitumen, on both 
Tides of the river, to keep it within its channel \ and were 
carried on each fide throughout the whole length of the 
city, and even farther, according to fome authors, who 
reckon they extended one hundred and fixty furlongs, or 
twenty miles 5 whence it is conclutird they muft have be- 
gun two miles and a half above the ciiy, and have been 
continued an equal diftance below it, the length of the 
city being no ainore than, fifteen miles. Within the city 
they were built from the bottom of the river, and of the 
fame ihickncfs with the walls of the city itfelf. Oppofite 
to each ftreet, on either fide the river, w^as a brazen gate 
in the wall with ftairs leading down from It to the river ; 
thefe gates were open in the day, and fliut at night. 

Berofus, Megafthenes, and Abydenus, attribute all thefe 
works to Nebuchadnezzar ; but Herodotus tells us, the 
bridge, the banks, and the lake, were the work of a queen 
who reigned after him, called Nitocris, who may have 
finiftied what Nebuchadnezzar left imperfeft, and thence 
have had the honour this hiftorian gives her of the wholej- 

The tower or temple flood to the time of Xeraes. But 
that prince, in his return from the Grecian expedition, 
having firft plundered it of its immenfe wealth, demo- 
lifhed the whole, and laid it in ruiris. Alexander, on his 
return to Babylon from his Indian expedition, propofed 
to rebuild it, and accordingly fet ten thoufand men on 

• Berof. apud Jofeph. Abyden. apud Eufeb, Herodot. lib. i. 
cap, iZj. Megalt.ubi fupra, b Comp. Berof, ubi fupra, 

Herodot. ubi fupra. c Vide Prid. ubi fupra. p. 105^ 

wojfk 



I'he Hiftory of the Bahyloniani. 




work to clear away the rubbifli. But his death happen- 
ing foon after, a ftop was put to all farther proceedings in 
that defign. After the death of that conqueror, the city of 
Babylon began to decline apace ■, a decay chiefly owing to 
the neighbourhood of Seleucia, built by Scleucus Nica^ 
tor, as it is faid, to mortify the Babylonians, and pco- 

E led with five hundred thoufand perfons drawn from Ba- 
ylon, which continued declining till the very people of 
country were at a lofs to tell where it had flood. 

We have now feen this firft Babylonian monarch, pro- 
perly fo called, in all his majefty, both at home and 
abroad: what we have remaining to fay of him will be of 
a different nature ; for we ftiall fee him under great trou- 
ble and anxiety of mind, and even, as the text is com- 
monly underftood, degraded beneath the meaneft of the 
race of mankind, and exhibited as an example of terror to 
all fuch princes as are fwoln with vanity, and intoxicated 
with power. 

He was fcarce returned from his late wars, when he Yr, of Hi 


had the famous dream of the tree that was to be hewn 
down. His wife men, aftrologeis, and Chaldaeans, whom 
he confulted in the firft place, not being able to give him 
any fatisfaflory interpretation of fuch an extraordinary vi- 
fion, he at length revealed itjo Daniel, who having heard 
it was aftonifhed for one hour, and his thoughts trou- 
bled him At length, after he had recovered from his 
furprizc, he deprecated the evil omen, and excufed him- 
felf to the king, who was very folicitous with him to utter 
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the rru'h without fear or difguife- Thus adjured, he told 
him, the tree he faw was meant of liimfelf; that, by the 
order of the watcher, and the holy one, concerning the 
tree, it was fignified, that he ftiould be driven out from 
the fociety of men, and become as a jhpall ; and that in 
fine, he fhould fo continue, till he haefloeen brought to a 
due fenfe of the fupremacy and omnipotence of God : that 
the flump of the tree, v/hich was to be left, fignified that 
the kiii^Som fhould nevertlielefs revert to him once more 
after allhis misfortunes. 


This extrabrdinary fentcnce, thus pronounced by a man Yr. of FI, 
whom he muft entirely have relied on, feems to have . 
made no lafting impreflion upon him, as it was not im- 
mediately executed. About twelve month afterwards, as ■ ^ ^ 

he was walking in his palace, or on the uppermoft of the 
terraces of his hanging garden, contemplating the glories 
of the city he had adorned, unable to contain the pride of His pridg 
bis heartj he exclaimed, Is not this great Babyfon, that 


cDan. ivi 19, & f«q. 
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I have built for the houfc of the kingdom, by the might 
of my power, and for the honour of my majefty ?” He had 
no fooner pronounced this infolent ejaculation, than there 
came a voice from heaven, faying, “ O king Nebuchad- 
nezzar, to thee it is fpoken, the kingdom is departed from 
thee'*.” Immediately lij was dtiven from the fociety of 
men, and dwelt with the beads of the field, and he eat 
grafs as an ox ; and his body was wet with the dew of 
heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles feathers, and 
his nails like bird’s claws. Thus runs the letter of the 
text, which is fometimes taken in the literal meaning, ofi 
the fuppofition that, lofing his fenfes, he wandered about 
in the fields, and ihere took up his abode with the cattle, 
till feven times, or feven years, had pafled over his head “ ; 
but, concerning this inetamorphofis, and the duration (C) 
of it, there are a great variety of opinions. 

During this interval the reins of government were ma- 
naged by his foil Evil-Merodach, whofe mifeonduft drew 
upon him the heavy difpleafure of his father, M’hen he 
came to underftand the particulars of his adminiftration { 
for, when his Ceven years of humiliation expired, he refumed 
the reins, and threw his fon into the prifon where Jehoia- 
chin, the captive king of Judah, had lain upwards of thirty 
years. Having thus fatisfied his injured fubjefts by this 
exemplary juftice on his own fon, and given the honoui' 
and praife due to God, and acknowleged him to be above 
all ; and all this by a public decree, he continued in theJ 
pofleffion of his kingdom a year longer, and then died, 

Dan. iv. 31, & feq. ® Prid. ubi fupra. 

(C) Origen believed the are riiany other conjeflurescoh* 
thing to be ImpofTible, and cerning the manner oF this ac- 
turned it into alleg^v, Bodln cident, with which it is need- 
thought he was rea* changed lefs to trouble the reader, any 
into a bull, and that he loft more than with the various 
even the foul of a man ; while opinions concerning its dura- 
others maintain he was changed tlon, foine m.iintainin^ that the 
as to the body only, retaining feven years of Nebuchadnezzar 
his rcafon, as Apuleius did muft be reduced to three and a 
while an afs. Some rabbins half; others are for reducing 
have pretended that the foul of it to twenty-one months ; and 
Nebuchadnezzar deferted his Peter Comefter allows but fe- 
body, and, for a time, gave ven. But the bulk of commen- 
place to the foul of an ox, tators conclude, that we need 
which degraded him into all no interpreter but Daniel him- 
the inclinations and fenfations felf, who plainly means whole 
of that animal (1)/’ There years. 
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after having reigned forty-three years alone, and about 
twenty moiitlis with his father. 

The circumflances of his death are omitted in Scripture ; 
but may be fupplied from thofe prophane writers who tell 
us, that, after all the great things they report him to have 
done, he afeended to the top of his palace, and that, being 
there fuddenly feized by a fpirit from heaven, he prophe- 
Ced to this effedl, and in thefe words : Behold, O Ba- Hhpr§~ 
bylonians, I foretel you a calamity at hand, which, not 
the fates, nor our forefather Belus, nor even our queen 
Beltis may poflibly avert. A PeiTran mule fhall come, 
and, by the afliftance of your own gods, fliall load your 
necks with the moll galling yoke; ami this deflrudlion 
fl>all befall you by the means of a Mede, in whom the 
Allyrians were wont to glory. O would that he, ere thus 
he betrays my people, were fwallowed up by fome whirl- 
pool, or overwhelmed in the depths of the fea ; or that 
hurried away into fome lonely defert, he might there re- 
main a wanderer, never to behold again the footfteps of 
mankind, and never to fee aught but birds and bealls of 
prey ! O grant unto me, before he is agitated by this rage 
of mind, to fhare a happier end ! ’* Thus faying, he was 
fuddenly fnatched from the fight of men; the fame end 
Semiramis is faid to have rrwde^ 

He was fucceeded by his fen Evil-Merodach, Ilvoradam, 
Ebidan-Merodach, or Evil-Maluruch, who, by a falfc 
ftep he took in his father's life-time, may, perhaps, be faid 
to have laid the foundation of that animoiity in the Medes 
and Porfians, which brought on the diflblution of the 
Babylonian empire. For having, in a great hunting match, 
on occafion of his marriage with Nitocris, entered the 
country of the Medes, and fome of his troops coming up 
at the fame time to relieve the garrifons in thefe places, 
he joined them to thofe he had already with him, and, 
wnthnut the leaft provocation, began to plumlcr and lay 
wafte ^he neighbouring country. Hereupon Aflyages, 
the Mede, attended by his fon Cyaxaros, his grandfon 
Cyrus, then near fixteen years of age, and fueh troops as 
could be aflembled on fo fudden an emergency, marched 
out to meet him, determined to repel force by force. The 
parties engaging, Evil-Merodach was put to the rout, and ^ 
purfued, with great flaughter, quite to his own borders 5,. 

Evil-Merodach, in the very beginning of his reign, de- 
livered Jehcyachin, the unhappy king of Judah, from the 
piifon to which he had been confined for the fpage of 

f Megallh, ex Abyd, apud Eufisb, Prarp. Evang. lib* 4i- 

n. xrS. K Cvropzd. lib. i. 
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tbifty-feven years, and treated him erer afterwards as « 
king. We know nothing farther concerning Evil-Mero* 
dachf except that| indulging himfelf in (loth and wicked- 
nefs, he was treacheroufly murdered by his fifter's huf- 
bandi NeriglifTar, after he had reigned two years and 
fomewhat more **. 

NeriglifTar, Nirigliflbroor, or Niricaffolaflurus, who is 
reprefented as the chief of the confpirators againft Evil- 
Merodach, ufurped the throne. This prince, jealous of 
the growing power of the Ivledes and Perfians, difpatched 
ambafTadors into Lydia, Cappadocia, Phrygia, Caria, 
Faphlagonia, Cilicia, and even to the Indies, totexcite 
the like jealoufies in the princes of thofe countries, and 
inftigate them againft the two above mentioned nations, 
as their common enemies K Cyaxares informed of thefe 
intrigues, recalled Cyrus out of Perfia with a body of 
thirty thoufand men, and appointed^ him commander in 
chief, both of the Medes and rerfians, in the impending 
war with the Babylonians. Three years were fpent by 
both parties in forming alliances and making preparations. 
In the beginning of the fourth, the Medes and Perfians 
on one fide, under the command of Cyrus, and the Baby- 
lonians on the other, with their allies, under the condufk 
of NeriglifTar, and Croefus king of Lydia, took the field. 
The Babylonian army confiffed of a mixed multitude of 
various nations : for Croefus, king of Lydia, came with 
ten thoufand horfe and upwards of forty thoufand light- 
armed foot; Artamas, king of the Greater Phrygia, 
brought forty thoufand foot, moftly pikemen, and eight 
thoufand horfe ; Aribxus, king of Cappadocia, led with 
him fix thoufand horfe and thirty thoufand foot, moftly 
armed with miffile weapons ; Maragdas, the Arabian, 
condu£led ten thoufand horfe, a hundred chariots, and a 



As for Nerigliflar himfelf, he headed no more than 
twenty thoufand horfe, two hundred chariots, and*lnfantry 
proportionable. Whether or no this confederate army re- 
ceived any farther addition is not certain ; but the Carians, 
Cilicians, Faphlagonians, and fome others, feem to have 
receded from their firft engagements. The army of the 
Medes and Perfians did not amount to above one third of 
that under the Babylonian king, till they were joined by a 
conjiderable reinforcement under Tigranes the; Armenian. 

kBeroC apud Jofeph. lib, i. tontra Apioa, 1 Xenopb. Cyro- 
[pied. iiib.i. ^,36, fcfeq. 
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Ifarthe mldft of thefe great preparations for war amltaira-* 
dors arriyed from India^ to enquire into the grounds and 
caufes of it, with an offer of mediation, if it might be ac- 
cepted, and with a threat, in cafe it was 'bejefled, of join- 
ing thofc who ihould appear to have juftice on their fide. 

How this embaffy concluded, is uncertain; but the WarU^ 
war began very ,mucn to the difadvantage of Nerigliffar ; 
for Cyrus fubdued the Chald2eans in the mountainous 
country, from whence they were wont to make -their in- pgrjians. 
curfions upon the country of Armenia. Thefe Chaldseans, 
as they are called, can have been no other than the proper 
Aflyrians, who, for ought that appears, may have been 
formerly fo called; but the proper Chaldeans, and their 
mountains, were at a great diftaiace from any part of 
Armenia. Thefe Chaldseans, according to Xenophon^s 
defeription, were the moft valiant race of men in all thofe 
parts, carrying no other arms than a wicker fhield and ChaU^tam 
two javelins. They entered willingly into foreign pay, as 
being naturally addifted to war, and very poor \ but they 
were fubdued by Cyrus, and obliged to make peace with 
their next neighhour^the Armenians ^ » 

The two armies now appeared in fight of each other ; 
the Affyrians, or Babylonians, under Nerigliffar, encamped 
and fortified thcmfelves with ftrong entrenchments, while 
the Medes and Perfians covered themfelves only with the 
villages and hills in the neighbourhood. In thispoffure ^ 
they continued for fome days. At length, the Affyrians 
leaving their entrenchments, and drawing up# in battle- 
array, Cyrus advanced to attack them ; and, clofing in 
with the enemy, broke through their firft battalions. The Battle he- 
Babylonian^ unable to ftand theihock, immediately betook the 
themfelves to a precipitate flight. Cyrus ^urfued-, the 
enemy clofe to their entrenchments, but, not thinking him- Medes* 
felf in a condition to force them, he founded a retreat. 
Nerigliffar was killed in the battle \ and Cyrus, returning Nerigliffar 
next day to the charge, drove the Babylonians from their 
camp, killed great numbers of them, and took many pri- 
foners, with the baggage of the whole army^^ 

The death of Nerigliffar was a great lofs to the Babylo*- 
nians : he was a prince of ^eat courage, coiidui^, and 
wifdom ; the preparations be had made for the war (h^ed 
his wifdom, and his behaviour in battle arinced his va- 
lour. But nothing made the Babylonians more 
of their lofs, than the tymmcal government of hillbii 

I Cyropasd. lib. ii, p, 61—76. " k ihid/& lib. iy. 
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and fucccflbr L^botofoarchodi Labaflbrafc, or Chaba^ 
loarachf who was, in every re^e£^, the reverfe of his 
father, a:cldi£):ed to all manner oi wickednefs, cruelty,- and 
injuftice. Two iilftances of his barbarity towards the Baby- 
lonian lords Gobryas and Gadates, are particularly men- 
tioned. The only foci of the former he flew at a hunting 
« match, to which he had invited him, for no other reafon 
but becaufe he pierced with his dart a wild bead w'hich 
the king had mi&d. The other he caufed to be made an 
eunuch, becaufe one of his concubines had commended 
him as a handfome man. Thefe outrages provoked tbefe 
noblemen, with the provinces they governed, to revolt 
to Cyrus, and facilitated the conqueft of Babylon. Thefe 
king took the field againft Gadates, but being met by 
Cyrus, was put to flight, and obliged to retire to his me- 
tropolis. Cyrus purAied him to the very walls of Baby- 
lon, and there Ihcwed himfelf twice, in order to provoke 
him to battle. But finding he could not draw him into 
the field, he fpent the reft of the fummer in ravaging the 
country, and then marched back into Media As foon 
as Cyrus was retired, LaborofoaTchf>d, being now in no 
dread of the enemy, gave a loofe to all the wicked incli- 
nations that were predominant in him ; infomuch that hiff 
own fubjeftsi no longer able K> bear his tyrannical govern- 
ment, confpired againft him, and murdered him in the 
ninth month of his reign ^ As he did not complete a 
* year he U omitted in the canon. 

Laborolharchod was fucceeded by Nabonadius> who had 
the chief hand in the murder. He is called by Herodo* 
tus, Labynitusj by Abydenus, Nabannidoebus ; by Jofe- 
phus, Naboandal; and hv the prophet Daniel, Bellhaz- 
zar. He was the fon of £vil-Merodaeh, by Nitocris, and 
the grandfon of the ^eat Nebuchadnezzan Had he been 
left to himfelf, the Babylonians would not have bettered 
themfelves by the change of tbeir monarch ; but his mo- 
ther Nkocris, who was a woman of extraordinary ^iUtie8> 
took the main burden of all public affairs upon berfelf & 
and, while her ,foii followed his pleafures, did all that 
could be done by human prudence to fuftain the tottering 
empire* perfected the works which Nebuchadnezzar 
haft begun for the defence of Babylon ; railed ftrong for- 
tifications on the fide of the river ; and caufed a wonder- 
ful to be made under itj leading from the old palace 
tp lie neW| twelve feet high, and fifteen wide^ She 

k Cyrop^. lib, ?• pi 'Berof. apud jofepb. lib. i. 

ioatn Aieddo. 
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likcwife built a bridge acrofs the Euphrates^ and accom-^ 
pliflicd feveral other works, which were afterwards afcrilipd 
to Nebuchadnezzar Fhiloflrates, in deferibing this 
bridge, tells us, that it was built by a queen, who was a. 
native of Media ^ ; whence we m^y conclude this illuftrious 
queen to have been by birth a Mede. Nitocris is faid to 
have placed hei* tomb over one of the moft remarkable 
gates of the city, with an infeription to the following 
effeft, 

IF any ItiMG OF BABYLON AFTER MB SMALL BE IN 
DISTRESS FOR MONEY, HE MAY OPEN THIS SEPUL* 
CHRE, AND TAKE OUT AS MUCH AS MAY SERVE HIM; 
BUT IF HE BE IN NO REAL NECESSITY, LET HIM FOR- 
BEAR, OR HE SHALL HAVE CAUSE TO REPENT OF HlS 
• PRESUMPTION. 

This moqutnent and infeription are faid to have re-^- 
mained untouched till the reign of Darius, who confid^r- 
ing the gate was ufelefs, no man caring to pafs under a dead 
body, and being invited by the hopes of an immenfe trea- 
furc, broke it open ! but, inftead of what he fought, is 
faid to have found nothing but a corpfe ; and another in- 
feription, to the following effeQ:, 

HAD8T THOU NOT BEEN ifliOST INSATIABLY AVARITI* 
OU5, AND GREEDY OF THE MOST SORDID GAIN, THOU 
WOULDST NEVER HAVE VIOLATED THE ABODE OF 
THE DEAD.®. 

Herodotus mentions a Labynitus, whom in two places^ 
he calls the king of the Babylonians ; and a Labynitus, 
whom he llyles emperor of Afiyria, and reports to have 
derived his name from his father. It was, according to 
him, under this Labynitus that Babylon w:aB taken. As 
for the Labynitus, who reconciled the Medes and Lydi- 
ans, he could be no other than Nebuchadnezzar. 

Of the reduftiOn of this proud metropolis of the Eaft, 
in the *reign of Nabonadius, Labynitus, or Bellhazzar, 
authors gives the following account. Cyrus, having fubh 
dued the feveral nations inhabiting the great continent, 
from the iBgean fea to the Euphrates, and likcwife Syria 
and Arabia, entered Aflyria, and direAcd bis march* 
towards Babybn. Nabonadius, hearing that he was ad^ 
vancing'to his mctiopoUs, marched out to give him battk; 

k Herodot.lib. i. cip. 115, iS 6 , 188 .> ^ 1 Philpftrat. in Vit, 

Apol. Ub.> cap. 18, V HerodoL UlxL cap. 18/. . 
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but, being put to flight, he returned to Babylonj wbcrff 
tl<^s hq^was immediately blocked up, and clofely befiegcd by 
u Ha- Cyrus. The fiege of this important place was no eafy 
• enterprize. The walls were of a prodigious height, the 
number of men to defend them very great, and the dty 
ftoredwith all kinds of provifions for twenty years. How- 
ever thefe difficulties did not difeourage Cyrus from pro- 
fecuting his defign *, but, defpairing of being able to take 
the place by ftorm, he caufed a line of circumvallation to 
be drawn quite round the exty^ with a large and deep 
ditch, reckoning that, if all communication with the 
country were cut off, the more people there were vi^ithin 
the city the fooner they would be obliged to furrender. 
That his troops might not be overfatigued, he divided his 
army into twelve bodies, appointing each body its montl^ 
for guarding the trenches. The befirged, thinking them- 
fclves out of all danger, by reafon of their^high walls 
and magazines, infulted Cyi^ from the ramparts ; and 
looked upon aU his operations, as fo much unprofit- 
able labour 

Cyrus, having fpent two years before Babylon, with- 
out gaining any confiderable advantage, at length re- 
folved upon the following ftratagem, which put him in 
poflcflion of it. He was informed that a great annual 
folemnity was to be kept in the city \ and that the Baby- 
lonians, on that occafion, were accuflonTed to fpend the 
whole night in drinking and debauchery. This he tkoughc 
a proper time to furprife them v and accordingly fent a 
ftrong detachment to the head of the canal leading to the. 
great lake, which had been lately dug by Nitocris, with 
orders, at an appointed time, to break down the great 
bank which was between the lake and^tbe canal, and to 
turn the whole current into the hkc. At the fame time 
he appointed one body of troops at the place where the 
river entered into the city, and another where it came out, 
ordering them to march in by the bed of the river, ^ which 
was two ftadia in breadth, as foon as they Ihould find it 
fordable* Towards the evening fie opened the head of 
the trenches on bpth fides the river above the city, that 
the water might difeharge itljelf into them, and by thefe 
tneans, and the breakinpdown of the great dam, the ri- 
ver was foon drained. Then the two above mentioned 
bodies of troops, according to their orders, entered the 
channel, one commanded by Gobryas, and the other by 

* Herodot, tibi i, cap* 178 & feq. k Cyrop»d. ib. 

Gadatei.. 
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Gadates. Finding the gates left open, in confequence o£ 
the general diforder of that riotous night, they penetrated 
into the very heart of the city without oppofition. Meet- 
ing at the palace, according to their agreement, they fur-’ 
prifed the guards, and cut them in pieces. Thofe who 
were in the palace, opening the gates to know the caufe of 
this confufion, the Perfians ruihed in, took the palace, and 
killed the king, who, fword in hand, came out to mcet» 
them. The king being killed, and thofe who were about 
him put to flight, the reit fubmitted, and the Medes and 
PerCans became raafterB of the place The reduftion of 
Babylon, put an end to the Babylonian empire, and ful- 
filled the prophecies which the prophets Ifaiah, Jeremiah^ 
and Daniel had uttered againll that proud metropolis p. 
On that very night, while the king entertained a tboufand 
of his lords at a great banquet, in which he ufcd the fa- 
cred velTels, which his grandfather Nebuchadnezzar had 
brought from Jerufalem, he faw a hand appear and write 
an unknown infcription upon the plaifter of the wall. 
Alarmed at this phenomenon, he confulted his fages and 
foothfaycrs, who owned it was above their comprehen- 
fibn. Then recourfe was had to the prophet Daniel, who 
read the infcription in thrfe words: mene, mene, te- 
XEL, UPHARSIN} and gave the following interpretation ; 

God has numbered thy kingdom and finiflied it. Thou 
art weighed in the ballance and found wanting. Thy 
kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Ferflans.’' 
A dreadful denunciation of vengeance which was imme- 
diately executed ^ (D)« 

• 

« Idem, ibid. ^ p Ifai. xiii. xiv. xxi. xliii. xlvi. xlvii. 

Jerein. x^v. I. li. iTan. v. xi. xi. 8. la. 15. q Dan. v. 

15, &c, 

(D) As the whole hiftory of rius the Mede, who was in that 
Babylon I from the death of kingdom fucceeded by Cyrtrt. 
Nebuchadnezzar to the reduc- Thofe who want to fee what 
tion of that city by Cyrus, is has been conjeftured on the 
overcafl with an impenetrable fubjeft, in order to reconcile 
mifl, writers are flrangely puz- the facred and profane hiftori- 
led to find, out Daniel’s BeU ans, (a talk hitherto found inir 
ihazzar among the Inft kings pradicable) may confult the 
that reigned there, and equal- following authors (1 )m 
]y at a ^onjceming his Da- 

(1) Berof. spud Jofeph Antiq.Tib. x.cap, xi. Megafthen.apud 
Eufeb. Prep. Evai^. Kb» ix, Scalimr in Not. ad Fra^m. Veter. 
CrwcoTi Selcft. de Emendat. Temp, llbi'vii capi de Regib. Babyl, 
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CHAP. xr. 

^he Hijiory of the Ancient Phrygians y Trojans 9 
Lycians^ Lydians^ 

SECT. I. 

A Brief Account of AJia Proper. 

T he difFerent and various acceptations of the word 
Afia, have created a great deal of confufion among 
writersi and often led readers into confiderable miflakes. 
There is a feeming contradifHon between the facred and 
profane writers, as to the provinces comprehended under 
the name of Alia, which cannot eahly be reconciled. 
That vaft continent, which was known to the Greeks and 
Romans under the name of Afia, was divided by the an- 
cient geographers firft into the Greater and Lefler Afia. 
The Lefler, commonly termed Afia Minor, comprehended 
a great many provinces; but ‘that 'which included Phry- 
gia, Myfia, Caria, and Lydia, was named Afia Proper, 
or Afia properly fo called ^ Tully, enumerating the re- 
emns contained in Afia Proper, makes no mention of 
%olis or Ionia, though undoubtedly part of Afia Proper, be- 
caufe they were comprehended partly in Lydia, and partly 
in Myfia. Lydia, befide the inland country, commonly 
known by that name, contained^alfo Ionia, lying on the 
fea-fide, between the rivers Hermus a^d Macander ; and 
^olis, extending from Hermus to the river Caicus or to 
the promonto^Xeftum*, the ancient boundary between 
Troas and the fea-coaft of the Greater Myfia. Afia Pro- 
per comprehended Phrygia, Myfia, Lydia, Caria, - iEolis, 
9nd Ionia. This trafl: was bounded, according to Ptole- 
my, on the north, by Bithynia and Pohtus, extending from 
Galatia to Propontis 5 onthcieaft, by Galatia, Pamphilia, 
and Lycia; on the fouth, by part of Lycia and the Rho- 
dian Sea ; on the weft, by the Hellefpont, by the ^gean, 
Icarian, and Myrtoan Seas. It lies between thp 35th 
and 41ft degree of xTDrth latitude, and extends longi- 
tude from 53 to 62 degrees. 

V Cic. in Orit. pro Flfcco. * PtoL lib. v. c. a. f Strabo 
P- 393 - 





The Hijl^ry of th^ ?hrygmu 



AGa Proper is but a part of Afia Minor, fo the Ly<‘ Thl^dUut 
4lian Afia is only a part of Afia Proper {£)• Afiaj in this ' 
acceptation/ comprehends L^dia, Aeolis, and Ionian and ^ 
is that Afia whereof mention Is made in the Afts, and St. 

John’s Revelation V Ariftotle tells us *, that Smyrna was 

at firft pofifelTed by the Lydians ; and Scylax Coiyandenfis r 

reckons it among the cities of Lydia 5 as alfo Ephefus, 

Sardisi Philadelphia! and Thyatira, are reckoned by ^ . 
Ptolemy among the cities of lydia, as is Laodicta by 
St^hanus 

Tlie Proconfular Afia, fo called bccaufe it was governed rhePrfm 
a proconful, according to the difiribution of the pro* conjular 
Tinces of the empire made by Auguftus, comprehended 
Lydia, Ionia, Caria, Myfia, Phrygia, and the Proconfu-. 
lar Hcllefpont. By the fame emperor* Pontus and Bithy- 
nia, were made a pr?Etorian province, and Afia a con- 
fular, containing all that part of Afia which lay on this 
fide the river Halys and mount Taurus. In the time of 
Conftantine the Gi1|at, the Proconfular Afia was much 
abridged! and a diftin£rion brought in between the Pro- 
confular Afia, and the Afiatic Diocefe; the one being go- 
verned by the proconful of Afia, and the other by the vi- 
carius, or lieutenant of Afia. The Proconfular Afia, ac- 
cording to the defeription which Ennapius gives us of it 
feems to have been much the fame with the Lydian Afia 
above mentioned. In the reign of Theodpfius the Elder, 
who fucceeded Valetis, the Confular Hellefpont was 
taken from the vicarius of Afia, and added to the Pro- 


* A£Is xvi. * Ariftotr jib. de Poetica ipud Plutarch, in 

lib. de Vita & poefi Horoeri. ^ Stepb. de Urbib, ^ Eunap* 
in Vita Maximi. 


(E) That in ai^ciept times 
Lydia was called Maeonia, and 
the Lydians Magonians, is ma- 
nifefi; fispm Herodotus, Diodo- 
rus Siculus, Dionyfius Afer, 
Strabo, Pliny, Stephanas, and 
others : and that Maeonia was 
called Afia, is no lefs plain 
from Callinus, who flourilhed 
^before Archilochus, from De? 
metrius Scepiius, contempo- 
rary with Crates, and Ariltar- 
chUs nhe grammarian, from 
Euripides, Suidas^ the great 
c^mologtft, &c. nay, that Ly- 
idia was formerly called Afia, is 

Ff 


exprefsly affirmed by the an- 
cient fcholiafi of Apollonius 
Rhodius, From whence Ly- 
dia borrowed the name of AOa, 
is altogether uncertain ; fome 
deriving it from a city of Ly- 
dia, featedbn mount Tmolus ; 
others from one Afias, kin^ of 
Lydia, who, according to the 
Lydians, communicated his 
name to the whole continent. 
But, be' that as it will, it is 
certain, tbat Lydia has g bet- 
ter cirim to the name of Afia, 
juiy oeber p^rt of tbaft 
condnentt 

4 confular 
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I'he A/.atic 
Viocefi, 


m 


fhe name 


Gimoie 
mnd firth 
htj* 


«dafular Afiav bat under Arcadia* the Prpconfular Afia 
was abridged of all the inland part of Lydia. Howcvefi 
the fouthern part of Lydia, Jiying between the Mxandcr 
and Cayfter, aqd the maritime provinces from Ephefus to 
Aflbs, and the promontory LeAum, Mxre left to the Pro- 
confular AGa 

The AGatlc Dlocefc (F) is fometimes taken in a more 
ftriA fenfe, as diftinA from the Proconfular Afia, and 
the provinces under the jurifdiftion of the proconful 5 
and fometimes in a more extenGve fenfe, as comprehend- 
ing alfo the Proconfular AGa. According to this accepta- 
tion, all AGa, in the reign of Thcodofius the younger, 
confifted of eleven piovinccs, three whereof were under 
the jurifdiftion of the proconful of AGa, viz. the Pro- 
confular Proper, which he governed by himfelf, the Con- 
fular Hellcfpont, and that of Rhodes, with the other 
iflands called Cyclades, which were Grft made a province 
by Vefpafian, and placed under a prefident Eight were 
governed by the vicarius or lieutenipt of AGa j viz. Ly« 
dia, Caria, Phrygia Salutaris, Phrygia Pacatiana, Pam- 
phylia, Lycia, Lycaonia, and Pifidia; thefe eight confti- 
tuted what was properly called the AGatic Diocefe^* 

As to the common name qF AGa, there is a great va- 
riety of opinions among the learned, fome deriving it 
from AGa, the daughter of Oceanus and, Thetis, wife of 
lapetus, and b^him mother to Prometheus \ others from 
Afius, fon of Atys king of Lydia, from whom that king- 
4om Gril, and in length of time the whole continent, was 
named Afia. Bochart is of opinion that it took its name 
from the Phoenician word AG,' fignifying the middle, be- 
caufe AGa Minor, which fays he, communicated its name 
to AGa the Greater, lies as it were in the middle, be- 
tween Europe and Africa ^ but thefe are mere conjec- 
tures. 

This country is juftly efteemed the moft agreeable and 
fruitful diviGon of the globe, whether M'e conGder the ferti- 
lity of the foil, temper of the climate, nature of the fcafons, 


^Hieroclis N^titia Imp. in Append. Geograph. Sacr. p. 17. 
Photius, dkOrdine Metropolitar, p. 4^ in tom.i. Juris Grsco- 
ttomani. p. 90. Subfeript. ConciL Chaiced. a£t.,v]‘. Conilaiuin^ 
^ VJ. aA, 3fvii. X Sextus Rufus, in Breviario. y Al- 

fliC. ParergMib. v. cap. 13. « Phaleg. Gb. iy. cap. 36. 


^ (F) The word Biocefe, in tnwft of country comprehend - 

the dided of the times we are iog feveral provinces under the. 
laere fpeakts^ ef^ intern a jurifdi^on ofene chief ruler. ' 

pr 
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or the excellence and variety of ita p^odiifUoina and fruita. 

In theTc refpefls it was preferred by Tully to all the 
countries of the known worlcL The common epitbet> 
whereby the Latin poets diftinguilb this from Ptlppr re- 
gions, 15 that of ruh^ alluding not only to the nchneiia 
of the foil, but alfo to the wealth and opulence of the hv- 
habitants, which we may eaGly judge of, from the ira* 
menfe fums that fome of the Roman governors are faid to 
have extorted from them, namely, Marc Antony, who, 
as we are told by Plutarch S obtained from the inhabi- 
tants of Alia Minor, in the fpace of one year, the fum of 
twenty thoufand talents. 

Afia Minor is at prefent divided into four parts, viz. Us ffrefni 
Natolia, pfoperly fo called, on the wefl; ; Caramania, on 
the fouth ; Aladulia, on the eaft ; and AmaGa, on the 
north. By the Turks the whole country, called by them 
Nadalu, is divided into five difirifts under the govern- 
ment of five beglerbegs, who refidc at Cotyaeum, Tocat, 
Trabezond, Marofoh, and Iconium. Thefe are fubdi- 
vided into lefler governments, denominated from the city 
or town where the governor refidcs. 


S E 'C T. IL 


The Defmption of Phrygia. 

T^HENCE the fmall country before us borrowed the 
name Phrygia is not determined. Some derive it 
from the river Phryx (now Sarabat) which divides Phry- 
gia from Caria, stnd empties itfclf into the Hermus * ; 
others from Phrygia, the daughter of Afopus and Eurspa. 

The Greek writers tell* us % that the country took its 
name from the inhabitants, and thefe from the town of 
Brygium in Macedonia, from- whence they firft pafled 
into Afia, and gave the name of Phrygia, or Brygia, to the 
country where they fettled. Bochart is of opinion th^t 
this traft was called Phrygia from the Greek verb 
to burn or parch ^ which, according to him, is “a tranfla- 
rion of its Hebrew name, derived from a yerb of the fame 
fignification. 

No lefs various are the opinions of authors, as to the jtsM^o 
exa£^ boundaries of this country i an uncertainty which /sm 

• I ^ 

Plutarch, in Loculi. & Antonio. h plin. Kb. v. cap. 

^9. c MefTal. Corvin. de Progen. Aug< ^ Phaleg. 

fibi iu. cap. a. Strabo, lib. xii. p. 
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f tvt rife to an obfemtion made hj Straboi viz. tb^t the 
Phrygians and Myfiatis had difliinfl boundaries^ but 
that it was fcarce pofEble to afeertain them. The fame 
writhe# addsi that the TrojanSi MyCians, and Lydians^ 
are, by the poetSi all blended under the common name 
of Phrygiansj which Claudian extends to the Pifidians^ 
BithynianF, and lonians. Phrygia Proper, according to 
Ptolemy, whom we choofe to follow, was bounded on 
the north by Pontus and Bithynia ; on the weft by Myfia, 
TroaSi the ^gean Sea, Lydia, Mseonia, and Caria ; otjl 
the fouth by Lycia ; on the eaft by Famphylia and Gala- 
tia. It lies between the 37th and 41ft degree of north la- 
titude, extending in longitude from ^6 to 62 degrees. 
The inhabitants of this country, mentioned by Ptolemy, 
are the Lycaones and Anthemirenii towards Lycia ; and 
Moccadelis or Moccadine, the Cyddefes or Cydifles to- 
wards Bithynia ; and between thefe the Peltini or Spel- 
tini, the Moxiani, Phylacenfes, and Hierapolit^e. To 
thefe we may add the Bereqyntes mentioned by Strabo 
Phrygia is commonly divided into the Greater and LeiTer 
Phrygia, called alfo Troas. But this divifion did not take 
place till Troas wa&fubduedby the Phrygians ; and hence 
it is more considered by fome Roman writers as a part of 
Phrygia, than Bitliynia, Cappadocia, or any other of the 
adjacent provinces. Ii} ^ter ages,th^ Greater Phrygia was 
divided into two diftriAs or governments, one called Phry- 
gia PacatjanA, from Facatianus, who, under Conftantine, 
bore the great office of the praefeftus practorio of the Eaft 5 
the other Phrygia Salutaris, from fome miraculous cures 
fuppofed to have been performed therQ by the archangel 
Michael. 

'this country, and indeed all.AHa Minor, as lying in 
the fifth and fixth northern climates, was in ancient time^ 
griatly celebrated for its fertility. It abounded in all forts 
of grain, being, for the m*oft part, a plain country co- 
vered with a deep rich foil, and plentifully watered by 
fmall rivers. It was in fome parts produAive of bitu- 
men, and other combuftible fubftances. It was well ftock- 
cd with cattle, having large plains and pafture grounds. 
The air was anciently deemed moft pure and wholfome, 
though it is now in fome parts thought extremely grofsj 
great part of the country lying uncultivated. 

The cities of note in Phrygia Major weir, i. Apamca 
or Apaima, a famous mart, and the mwopolis of all 

e Strabo,.]ib. xiii fob fin. 


Phrygia, 
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Phrygi), till the above mentioned dlviBon of Conftantine 
took placow. It was feated at the confluence of the Mar- 
fya and Maeander. Pliny ^ places it at the foot of the hill 
Signia, furrounded by the rivers Marfya, Obrimit, and 
Orga, which empty themfclves into the Mseander 5 where- 
in he feems to confound the fituation of the ancient Ce- 
Isenae with that of the new city called Apamea. Celaenae 
indeed flood at the foot of the hill^ on which the Marfyas 
has its fpring ; but Antiochus .Soter, fon tooAntiochUs 
Sel^ucus, who built Apamea of Syriai carried the inha- 
bitants from thence to the new city^ which he built about 
ten miles from thence, where the Marfyas and Meander 
begin to flow in one channel ; this city ne named Apamea 
from his mother Apameai wife to Seleucus Nicanor^* 
As there are many other cities bearing the fame name, 
this for diftinflion fake is commonly called Apamea Ci- 
botos ; but, as to the original of this appellation, authors 
are not agreed. (G). 

Laodicea, now Efkihiflar, feated on the banks of the 
river Lycus, not far from Apamea. It was firft called 
Diofpolis, afterwards Rheas, and at laft Diocaefarea and 
Laodicea.' We are told by Stephanus, that Jupiter, ap- 
pearing to Antiochus, the ton of Stratonice, in his fleep, 
commanded him to build a city, which he did accordingly, 
calling it Diofpolis from Jupiter, and Laodicea from his wife 
Laodice. It was afterwards greatly increafed by Hiero, by 
Zeno the Rhetorician, and his fon Folemon who, being 

f f Plin. lib. V. cap. 19. * s Strabo ubi fupra. Liv*. lib* 

I xxxviii. Marcianui, lib. vL ^ Scraboi ibid. 

(G) As the word KtfftrrSff ufed to convey their wares to 
flgnifles ari or fame this city as a place of general 

; have fuppofed, that ic was fo refort, Salmaflus thinks it was 
called, becaufe the ark refled called Cibotos from its being, 
on the hill^ from which the as it were, the common trea* 
river Marfya ^rings. But fury of thofe countries. It is 
thefe writers con/ound the fitu- worth obferving, that there are 
ation of Celaenae with that of no fewer than nine cities bear- 
Apamea ; the former, whfeh ing the fame name, viz. Apa- 
never bore the name of Cibo- meaof Phr}'ria, of Bithynia^uf 
tOB, w^B fituate at the foot of Pifidia, of Media, of Babylo- 
the bill Signia, but Apamea nia, of Mefopotamia, of Pifl* 
Cibotos, at ten miles diflance. dia, of Sittacene^ of Syria ;,all 
As tb^fe who tr^d from Italy fituated between two nvers (j }• 
and Greece to^Afia Minor, 

* (j) Vide Bochart Phaleg. lib, xviii Salmaf, Pllnianae Exercitat. 

cap! 40i p. 38^1 

honoured 
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hcMnoured by Caefar Auguftus with the title of klng.might, 
jierhaps, out of complaifance to that prinrii^^ add his 
name to that of Jupiter^ calling the city Dioexfarea, the 
city of Jupiter and Cxfar. However, the name of Lao- 
dicea, which Strabo derive from the river Lycus ^ pre- 
vailed. This city became famous for its wool, which 
was univerfally preferred, on account of its foftnefs, 
as the fame author witnefles, even ^ to that of Miletus, 
fo much extolled by the ancients. With this the inhabi- 
tants carried on a very confiderable trade, and were ac- 
counted the mofk wealthy people of all Alia Minor. At 
Laodicea was one of the leven churches mentioned in the 
Apocalypfe ) but at prefent not fo much as the ruins of it 
are any where to be feen, that prophetical threat being 
fully accompliftied ; “I know thy works, that thou art 
neither cold nor hot — bccaufc thou art luke-warm — I will 
fpue thee out of my mouth ‘ (H).’* 

Hierapolis, famous for its mineral waters, which, ac- 
cording. to Strabo when expofed to the air, petrified in 
ihe fpace of a year, and yet were endued with fuch a vir-r 
tue, as to render the fields they watered exceeding fruit- 
ful, and prove a prefent remedy againft innumerable dif- 
tempers ". Near this city to be feen an opening 
on the edge of a hill of great depth, always over- 
fpread with a thick fog, and exhaling fuch a pellilent 
fteam, that no living creature could come within the 
reach of it, without being immediately llifled. Strabo and 
Pliny except the Galli or eu^^uchs of 'Cybele j Ammianus, 
and Dio Nicaeus, except all eunuchs ^ (I). 

Gordium, 

1 Id. ibid. k Ibid. 1 Reve^ >n« iji ” Strabo, lib. 

xiii. Alb. fin, " Vitruviui, lib. viii. cap. 3. Ulpianus, Lege 

prima, fcA. 73. * Ammian. lib. xxxvii. cap. 6. 


(H) Ferrari, in hii di^iona- 
r}'., tells uB, that Laodicea is Aill 
called Laudichia, and by the 
T inks Nove I^fche ; that it is, 
one of the archblfhopricks of 
Afia Minor, &c. But he is 
either miAaken, or the town 
Wthnot quite demoUfiied in his 
liiiue ; ac preienc it lies in ruins, 
and la poly the habitation 
of wild beaftfl, SeveVal tra- 
vellers, mifled by the fimili- 
tude of names, have taken the 


village Laotik, i^ar Angoura, 
for Laodicea. At Eikihifrar, 
as It is now called, there are 
ftill to be feen four theatres of 
white marble, as entire as if 
they had been but lately built; 
near one of them is an inferip- 
tion in honour of the emperor 
Titus, which the reader will 
find in Sponi| Account «f the 
Seven Chumes, lib. iii. 

(I) Strabo, an cye-witnefc 
fays, that in his time this plu^ 
^ tom urn 
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‘‘Gordium, the feat of Gordius, king 0/ Phrygia, and 
famous fdir the Gordian knot, which we ihall have occa- 
(ion to ihention hereafter. This town was fituated on the 
bordersofFBrygia, towards Cappadocia, and not between 
the two Phrygias, where Juftin places it. Not long after 
the death of Gordius it was reduced to* a poor beggany vil<^ 
lage, as Strabo calls it; and continued in this defpicable 
condition till the triumvirate of Auguftus, when it was 
again made a city, and called Juliopolis, by Cleo, a fa- 
mous robber, native of that place (K). 

Colofle, now Chonos, on the fouth fide of the Meander, 
to tRe people whereof St. Paul wrote that Epiftle, which 
is part of our canon. 

Sipylus, the refidence of king Tantalus, and therefore 
called alfo Tantalis. Some place this city in M«onia, 
fuppofing Tantalus to have reigned there. It is obferv- 
able, that four cities, viz. Sipylus, Archaeopolis, CoJpe, 
and Lebade, were fucceflively built on the fame fpot, and 
deftroyed by earthquakes. 

Synnada, Synada, or Synnade, noted for its marble 
quarries. This citjr was by Conftantine the Great, de- 
clared the metropolis of Phrygia Salutaris, after his divi- 

tonium or opening was inclofed* (K) This Cleo, having, 
with balullers, taking up half with a band of robbers, pof- 
an acre of ground in compafs ; feffed himfelf of a ftrong hold 
that the pellilent fteam kept on Mount Olympus, called 
within that iiiclofure, fo that Collydium, by frequent ex- 
one might approach the baluf- curfions from thence prevented 
ter without the leaft danger ; the officers of Labienua, pre- 
hut whoever advanced one Hep fed of Alia, from gathering the 
farther was immediately flifled. annual tributes ; on which con- 
What Strabo affirms is vouched lideration, he was by Marc 
by Ammianus, Dio Nicaeui^ Antony rewarded .with large 
both eye-vvitnefles, Apuleiua, territories, But, in the Ac- 
atid many others. The city of tiac war, revolting from An- 
Hierapolis is now called Bam- tony, he fidcd with Auguftus, 
boakkale*; and fomc footfteps who added great part of Morea 
of w hat it once was, are to be to what Antony had beftowed 
feen in the many heaps of on him, created him prieft of 
ruins, and fine pillars, in the Jupiter Acrettenus,wor(hippcd 
fields where it flood ; infomuuh by^ the Mylians, and high- 
that Dr. Smith, after viewing prieft. of Bellona, adored in 
them, could not help thinking Commanaof Pofttus, 'a dignity 
this city to have been inferior no ways inferior to that of 
to nona, ^ king (i). 

, (0 Strab. libi xii.p. 391* 

Con 
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fion of Phrvgia into Pacatiana and Salutaria took 
BeCides thelcj and feveral other cities of Icfs note,%n^tion- 
ed by the ancients, there were in later times fpm'e of no 
fmall account j fuch as Saqua, the habitation of Etrogul, 
father of Ottoman the firft king of the Turks ; Chara- 
Cbifar, by the Greeks called Melampyrgus or the Black 
Tower, Cillexuga, Einegiol, taken by the Otto- 
man from the Chriftian princes, at the firft rife of the 
Ottoman empire. 

The rivers df this country, which we (hall take notice 
of, are, the Mxander, now Madre and Mindre, a river 
fo celebrated by the ancients for its windings and turnings, 
that all fuch turnings are from thence called Maeanders. 
It lifes on the hill Celaenacj the fame as Aulucrene men- 
tioned by Pliny, at the foot of which ftood anciently a fa- 
mous city of the fame name. Pliny “ and Strabo® derive it 
from a lake on the top of the faid hill. It palTes through 
Phrygia, divides Caria from Lydia, and after fix hundred 
■windings p, by which it feems to flow back to its fountain- 
head, empties itfclf into the Archipelago, between Prienc 
and Miletus (L). 

The river Mariyas, fo named from Marfyus, a celebrat- 
ed mufician, who, challenging Apollo, was by him over- 
come, and flayed for his profumption. Molt of the an- 
cients tell us, that this river bath its fpring near that of 
the Maeander ; but Maximus Tyrius, who was upon the 
fpot, derives them both from the fame fource It rufties 
down from a confiderable height between rugged rocks,» 
and precipices with great noife, on which account it was 
called by Herodotus ' CataraAa. It has not only the fame 
fpring with the Mseander, but flows in the fame channel 
through the town of Celaens, ftanding at the foot of the 

Lib. xxxvlii. * Lib. xm p. 866. P Dio PrufsuB, 

lib.i. 9 Serm. xxxviii. ^ Lib, vii* cap, i6. 

(L) The Cayfler, now is, the Little Maeander, or the 
Minderfcare, bears fuch a re- Black Maander ; and ^he Mae-* 
femblance to the Maeander, ander itfclf, Boyouc Mindre, 
that many of our modern tra- the Great Maeander. Some 
Tellers, and among them Pietro have obferved, that it fonrii^ 
della Valle, du Loir, and in its courfe the following 
Monconis, have miftaken the Greek charafters, r» a'l ■ ; 
mac for the other. The Turk# fome pretend that Daedalua 
call the Cayfier Coutchouki formed his labyrinth on this 
nundre and Mindeifcare, that plan ( 2 ). , 

(e} Vide SpoHi Voyag. d* Italie, Scq, tonr. i. p-.»44« 

river 
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- on which it rifcs. Leaving the town it divides itfelf 
into liranches, forming thefe two riversj the one the 
mod wifidigg dream in the world, the other without fo 
much as one turning during its whole courfe, and there- 
fore flowing with an incredible rapidity. Near Apameay 
after a courfe of ten miles onl^, the Marfyas is again re- 
ceived within the banks of the Meander, which it left at 
Celsenae ; fo that in reality thefe two rivers are but two 
branches of the fame original dream. 

Sangarius, Sangaris, or Sangurus, is numbered by 
Flifjy among the rivers of note ^ ; it fprings from the hill 
Dindymus, waflfes Phrygia and Bithynia, and empties it- 
felf into the Black Sea. Fhryx, which divides Phrygia 
from Caria, and difembogues itfelf into the Hermus, now 
SarabaL Hermus, much celebrated by the poets for its 
golden fands, takes its rife near Dorylaum, and falls into 
the Archipelago near Smyrna. Myflas, Orga, Obrima, &c. 

SECT. III. 

Of the /intiquity. Government^ Religion^ Cu/toms, ArtSf 
Learnings of the Ancient Phrygians 

H E Phrygians deemed themfelves the mod ancient 
people of the world, which opinion feems to have r/gwjy. 
prevailed even among the Egyptians, at lead in the time 
of Ffammeticus, who, in point of antiquity, looked upon 
all other nations with an eye of contempt. 

As to their origin all js dark and uncertain : fome fup- Orig%n% 
pofd them defeended from Togarmah, one of Comer's 
ions ; and of this opinion are Jofephus and St. Jerom, 
which lad adds, that they, were known to the Hebrews 
under the name of Tigrammanes. Herodotus, Strabo, 

Pliny, and Eudathius, led by the limilitude of names, 
derive them from the Brygians, a people of Macedonia, 
who, palGng into Afia Minor, were, with a fmall alteration, 
called Phrygians, and the country which they fettled in 
named Phrygisu iUl that can be concluded from this fi- 
militude of names, is, that they were both derived from 
the fame origin ; but, in order to prove Chat the Phrygians 
were a colony of the Brygians, rather than the Brygians 
a colony from Phrygia, recourfe mud be had to fome 
odier argument. Bochart ^ is of opinion, that the Fhry- 

r Fbaleg, lib, iii. cap. 8. 

giang 
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giaaa were ^he offspring of Gotner, the eldeft ion jn* 
phety the word Phrygia being the Greek tranflatiotu4'f his 
»ame. Jofephus makes Gomcr the father Qf^lle Gala- 
tians, but he, by the Galatians, mull necelTarily mean 
the Phrygians inhabiting that part of Phrygia, which the 
Galatians had made themfelves mailers ol : the defeend- 
ents of Corner being placed by Ezekiel ■ northward of Ju- 
daea, near Togarmah (which Bochart takes to be Cappa- 
docia) long before the Gauls pafled over into Afia, We 
are willing to let Gomcr enjoy the fine country which 
Bochart is pleafed to give him, and allow him the ho'ijour 
of being the progenitor of the Phrygians* fince we know 
no other perfon on whom it can be conferred with any de- 
gree of probability. 

Vhtir cha- The ancient Phrygians are deferibed as fuperftitious, 
rosier. voluptuous, and effeminate, without any prudence or 
forecaft, and of fuch a fervile temper, that nothing but 
ftripes and ill ufage could make them comply with their 
duty j which gave rife to feveral trite and well known 
proverbs (M). They are faid to have been the firll in- 
ventors of divination by the finging, flying, and feeding 
of birds. Their mufic, commonly called the Phrygian 
mood, is alleged by fome as an argument of their ef- 
feminacy, ' 

ntirgo- Their government was certainly monarchical ; for all 
ntgrnment, Phrygia was, during the reigns or fome kings, fubje£l to 
one prince. Ninnacus, Midas, Manis, Gordius, and his 
defeendents, were undoubtedly fovereigns of all Phrygia. 
But, fome time before the Trojan war, we find this country 
divided feveral petty kingdoms, and read of divers 
princes reigning at the fame time, Apollodorus ' men- 
tions a king of Phrygia contemporary with Hus ’ king of 
Troy, CedrenUs " and others fpeak of one Teuthrans, 

• Ezek. xlviu. 6. t Lib. iii. > Cedrenu6| p. 104, 

Sophocl. in Ajace. Calaber, lib. iii. ^ 

(M) “ PhrygCB fero fapi- their effeminate temper. The 
unt, Phryx verberatus melior, Doric mood was a kind of 
Phi*)' X non minus quam Spyn- grave and 'folid mufic; the 
tharus, &c.” which proverbs Lydian, a doleful and lament- 
intimate their fervile temper; able harmony ; but .the Phry- 
and (hew, that they were more gian ' chiefly calculated to cf- 
^ bewail misfortuhes in am feminate and enervate the 
unmanly manner, than to pre- . mind. But this character is 
vent them by proper mcafures, contradiiSed by others. 

The’ur mufic too was fuited to 

king 
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of a fitiall country in Phrygia, whofe territories wete 
rav^jed by Ajax, himfelf flain in fingle combat, his royal 
feat laii^n afties, and his daughter, by name TecmelVa, 
carried captive by the conqueror* Homer makes 
mention or Phoreys and Afeanius, both princes^ and 
leaders of the Phrygian auxiliaries, that came to the relief 
of Troy. Tantalus was king of Sipylus only, and its dif- 
tridl, a prince no lefs famous for his great wealth, than 
infamous for his Covetoufnefs, and other deteftable vices* 

That Phrygia was fubdued either by Ninus, as Diodorus 
Siculus informs us, or by the Amazons, as we read in 
Suirtas is not fufficiently warranted. Mod authors, 
that fpeak of Gordius, tell us, that the Phrygians, having 
fent to confult an oracle, in order to knowhow they might 
put an end to the inteftine broils, which rent their coun- 
try into many faftions and parties, received for anfwer, 
that the moft efFeftual means to deliver themfelves and 
their country from the calamities they groaned under, was 
to commit the government to a king. This advice they 
followed accordingly, and placed Gordius on the' throne. 

As to their commerce, all we can fay is, that Apamea Theirtradi^ 
was the chief emporium of all Alia Minor. Thither re- 
forted merchants and traders from all parts of Greece, 

Italy, and the neighbouring iflands. Befides, we know 
from Syncellus, that the Phrygians were for fome time 
mafters of the fea, and none but trading nations ever pre- 
vailed on that element. The country produced many 
choice and ufeful commodities, which afforded confider- 
able exports. They had a fafe coaft, convenient harbours, 
and whatever may incline us to think that they carried on 
a cunfiderable trade. But, as moft of the Phrygian records 
are loft, we will not dwell on conjeftures fo difficult to be 
afeertained. 

We have no fet form of tbeir laws ; and as to their 
learning, fince we are told, that, for fome time, they en- 
joyed the fovereignty of the fea, we may at leaft, allow 
them a'competent Ikill in geography, geometry, and aftro- 
nomy, and add to thefe, from what we have faid above, 
a more than ordinary knowlege of mufic. 

Some have been of opinion, that the Phrygian language Iomf 
bore a great refemblance to the Greek ; but the contrary 
IS manifeft from the few Phrygian words which have been 
tranfmitted to us, and carefully coUedted by Bochart * and 

X llfad, B. y Suid. vit. ^ Bgcliart* 

Utrum ^neas unquam faerit in f 

’ Vot. Ill, G g Rud- 
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Rudbechlus *. To thefe we may add the authority rtf 
Strabo who, after attempting to derive the iiame*of a 
Phrygian city from the Greek, concludes, that irl/ a dlf-- 
ficult matter to difcover any fimilitude betwot'n'the bar- 
barous words of the Phrygian language and the Greek. 
The Phrygian tongue, after the experiment made by 
Pfammeticnus king of Egypt, was looked upon by the 
Egyptians as the mofl: ancient language of the world. 
But other nations, particularly th-e Scythians, refufed to 
fubmit to their opinion, as founded on an argument of no 
real weight, As the two children/’ fay they, “ had 
never heard the voice of any human creature, the word 
hec^ Qxbekkosj the firft they uttered, was only an imitation 
of the goats that had fuckled them, and happened to be a 
Phrygian word fignifying bread (L),” 
nelr reli~ The ancient Plirygians were greatly addifled to fuper- 
gion, ftltion. d hey had many idols ■, but the goddefs Cybele 
feems to have been their principal deity. She was called 
Berccynthia, Dindymene>. from Cybelus, Bere- 
cynthus, Dindymenus, all hills of Phrygia, and Ida^a 
from Mount Ida in Troas, becaufe oa thefe hills fhe was 
worfhipped in a particular manner. She was alfcv named 
Cubebe, becaufe her priefts, when feized with their fran- 
tic fits, ufed to throw them/'elves on their heads (M). 
The hiilory of Cybele is varioufly related by the Greek, 
Phrygian, and Roman mythologifts. The firft pretend 
that me fprang from one of the ftones ufed by Deucalion 
and Pyrrha for repeopling the earth after the deluge \ and 
expatiate on the abfurd fable of Aedeftis and Attis, as it 
is particularized by Arnobius. The Phrygians ailirm flie 
was daughter of their firft king Meon, debauched by Attis, 
whom her father caufed to be put to death ; and that (lie 
afterwards wandered with Apollo to the country of the, 
Hyperboreans. According to the Roman mythology, flie 
was the daughter of heaven and earth, and wife of Sai- 
turn, the fame with Ops, Rhea, Vefta, and the Dea 
Bona 

* Rudbec..in Atlant. tom. i. p. 36. b Strab. lib. xir. 

c Vide Arnob, contra Gentes, lib. viii. Eufeb, Proepar, Evang. 
lib ii. iv. Liv. decad. iii. lib. ix. 

(L) Goropius Becanus makes the word becker in that lan- 
ufe of the fame argument to guage fignifies a hahr. 
prove, that the High-Dutch (M) From the Greek verb 
18 the original or mother- in caput provolvi. 

tongue of the world, becaufe 
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Tills godilefs was piftured fitting in a chariot drawn hy pjc^ 
-^uINhons, crowned with towers, holding a key in her tured. 
hand,N?nd attired with a garment feeded with flowers of 
difFerent'V&lpurs. Allegorifts, by Cybele mean the earth, 
taking her crown of towers to be ari emblem of the towns 
and cities built thereon 5 the key flie holds in her hand 
intimates that the earth, which during the winter, is in a 
certain manner locked up, begins to open in the fpring, 
and the feeds to flioot up ; her garment, variegated with 
flowers of divers colours, is a fymbol of the earth beauti- 
fully enamelled with all kinds of flowers ; the lions that 
dravt^her chariot denote her empire over all forts of ani- 
mals, which fhe both produces and nourifhes ; finally, 

Saturn, that is, Time, is feigned to be her hufband, to 
fignify that the earth produces nothing but in time. Eu- 
febius and others are of opinion, that Cybele was a wo- 
man famous for her fkill in remedies againft fuch dif- 
tempers as young children are fubjc-£l to, and that on this 
knowlege are grounded all the ftories related of her. 

Cybele had her peculiar priefts, ceremonies, and facri- HerprieJJs, 
fices. Her priefts were called in the Phrygian language cermomes, 
Cubeboi, for the reafon we hare alleged above. Ihe and jam* 
Greeks and Latins named them Curetes, Corybantes, and 
Gain, from the river Gallus flowing through Pefilnir;, 
where this goddefs had a magnificent temple. They were 
alfo ftyled Idaei daftyli j but it is no eafy matter to ac- 
count for this appellation. What different authors have 
written on the fubjed', is no other than a colledion of ub- 
furd contradldions ® (N). 

The 


Diodor, SIcul. lib. iii. Eufeb. de Pracp, Evang. e Y ide 

Strab. lib.x. Apollon, in Argonaut, Fr. not. in Scholiaft, Lu- 
cian, tom. ii. Natal. Comes, lib. ix. Myth. cap. 7. Diodor, 
p- 221. D'lonyf. lib, i. p, 38. 42. Newton. Chron, of Anc. King- 


doms, chap. ii. p, 146. 

(N) Clemens Alexandrlnus 
.nfcrlbes ,to the Curetes the in- 
vention of mufical chimes, 
and of the letters called Ephe- 
fian. Thefe Curetes were no 
lefs efteemed for their Ikill and 
knowlege in religious matters, 
and myiUcal praiftices, than 
for their arts and fciences. In 
Phry'gia, they attended the 
mylleries of Cybele ; in Crete, 
and the Terra Curetutn, thofe 
«? 


of Jupiter, who had been 
brought up under their care 
and tuition in a cave of Mount 
Ida, where they danced about 
him in their armour with great 
noife, to drown the cries ot the 
infant, and conceal him from 
his father Saturn, who fought 
his deflrutftion. Oybele or 
the Great Mother, was fjme- 
tlmes reprefented with a key, 
and fometlmes with a drum, 
G gz m 
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The ceremonies performed by thefc priefts in honour of 
this goddefs were thefe; at ftated times they irfcd to 
carry her ftatue about the ftrects, dancing an^^fkipping 
round it; and, after having Mdth violent -geiticulations 
ivorked tWemfelves up into a kind of frenzy, they began to 
cut and llafh their bodies with knives and lancets^ This 
ceremony was performed in commemoration of the grief 
wherewith Cybeic was tranfported at the death of her be- 
loved Attis. A pine-tree was yearly wrapped up in wool, 
and with great folemnity carried by the priefts into the 
temple of the goddefs, in commemoration of her wrapping 
up after the fame manner the dead body of Attis, and car- 
rying it to her cave ; on thefe occafions the priefts were 
crowned with violets, which were fuppofed to havefprung 
from the blood of Attis, w^hen he had laid violent hands 
on himfelf The victims immolated in honour of the 
Phrygian goddefs were bulls or (he-goats, whence the fa- 
crifice was called Taurobolium or Criobolium. At Rome, 
a fow was yearly facrificed to her,, and the ceremony per- 
formed by a prieft and prieftefs fen.t for out of Phrygia on 
that occaQon. Her priefts (thofe at leaft who were known 
Hir euftufh under the name of Gallr) were all eunuchs ; this caftra- 
tion the great goddefs required of them in memory of 
Attis, who was faid to have deprived himfelf of his viri- 
lity ; and the waters of the river Gallus were believed to 
infpire them with fuch a frantic enthufiafm, as impelled 
them to perform the operation on themfelves without the 
leaft reluftance. They were not allowed to drink wine, 
becaufe Attis, overcome with that liquor, difclofed his 
amours with Aedeftis, which he had ever before conceal- 
ed with the utmoft care. They abftained from bread, in 
commemoration of the long faft which Cybele kept after 
the death of the fame AttJS. They held oaths to be un- 
lawful on all occafions, which tenet, fome tell us, 
common to all the Phrygians. The priefts were placed 
after their death on a ftone of ten cubits high ^ 


f Arnob. lib. v. Hieronym. Epift, ad Lactam. 


In her hand ; a circumftance 
which has made fome think, 
that ftic was the fame Syrian 
goddefs Aftarte, whofc chariot 
was alfo {}rawn by lions. Lu- 
cian tells us, that (he was the 
Cretan Rhea, that is, accord- 
ing to fome, Europa, the 
fi&r of Cadmus ^ and thus the 


Phoenicians firft introduced, at 
Sir Ifaac Newton obferves, 
among the Greeks and Phry- 
gians, the pradllce of deifying 
their dead ; for we meet with 
no inftance of any fuch prac- 
tice before the departure of 
Cadmus and Europa from 
Sidon, 
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Cybelc, who was the peculiar deify of Phrygia, Other dei* 
the Ians worfhipped divers others idols, namely, ties oj the 

Bacchus, "whom they flyled Sabazios, and hU priefts and 
temples Saboi. Apollodorus acquaints us, that, while 
Bacchus was travelling through Phrygia, he was purified 
by Cybele, inftructed in her myfteries, and prefented by 
her with a "ftole, which was the firft he ever ufed. Ada- Adagyue. 
gyus, whom Bochart takes to be Hermaphroditus, the 
fon of Venus and Mercury, there being", at lealt to his 
ear, a, great fimilitude of found between Adagyus and 
And/ogynus. Some rank alfo the Cabiri or Cabires among Cahiri, 
the Phrygian deities i and add, that they were fo called 
from Cabyrus, a hill in Phrygia, or, as LStefimbrotus 
terms it, in Berecynthia. But others, with more ap- 
pearance of truth, derive their name from the Hebrew 
word cabir, fignifying great or powerful. 

We likewife read of fome dances and fongs ufed by the Ranees 
Phrygians in folemnizing the feflivals of their gods, and andfongs 
fometimes on other occafions, which they called lityerfes, 
from Lityerfes fon of Midas, king of Phrygia. Hefyehius 
mentions certain Phrygian dances, called by him bricif- 
mata, without doubt from the word Bryges, the ancient 
name of die Phrygians 

SECT. IV, 

The Reigns of the Kings of Phrygia, 

fucceffion and reigns of the king-s of Phrygia ar^ 
overcaft with fuch an impenetrable mift, and inters 
fupted with fo many chafms, that it is no eafy matter to 
give any tolerable account of them. However, we fhall 
here produce what occurs in hiftory relating thereto, and 
appears moft worthy of credit •, though we cannot fix, 
with any degree of certainty, the date of their reigns and, 
aftions. 

The fifft king of Phxygia we find mentioned in hiftory f^anneuue, 
is Nannacus, Annaeus, or Cannacas. Suidas fays, he 
reigned before the flood of Deucalion 5 and that, from 
thence, things exceedii^ ancient were proverbially faid 
to be from the time of Nannacus. He lived to a very 
great age ^ for it is recorded of him, that, when he was 
above^ three hundred years old, he fent to enquire of all 
thofe oracles, that were in any repute, how long he (hould 

* Boebart, ubi fupra. 
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Maais* 


Gordius, 
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live. The oracles unanlmoufly anfweredi that ^ his 
death all things were to peiifli; whereupon,^ ^pairing 
with his fubjetts to the temples of the gods, he drove 
there with many fighs and tears to appeafe their wrath, 
and avert the impending calamities; and thence to weep 
like Naniiacus/* became a trite exprelBon to fignify an ex- 
traordinary grief orforrow**. Not long after, Nannacus 
died, and the flood of Deucalion enfued, which was at- 
tended with the deflruftion of mankind. 

Midas appears next, of whom all we can fay is, that 
he refided at PclEnus, and tlefigned to difpofc or his 
daughter, by name la, in marriage to Attis, or Atys, as 
we have already mentioned. 

The next king we read of is Manis, .a prince, as Plu- 
tarch i ^'ormsusS of fuch prowefs, and virtue, that the 
word I\; nic, derived from his name, became fynonymous 
with greaf^ whence Manic atchievements were among the 
Phrygians the fame as great, ghrioui^ heroic atchievementi^. 

After thefe reigned Gordius, who was raifed from the 
plough to the throne. His elevation is related thus : 
while he w^as one day ploughing, an eagle fettled on the 
yoke, and continued there all day. Gordius, terrified at 
this prodigy, went to coiifult the fontli-faycrs of Tclmif- 
fus, a city in Lydia, about fo extraordinary an event ; for 
the art of divining was, in a manner, hereditary to all 
the Ttlminians. At his entering the city he met with a 
moft beautiful young w’oman, wdio, upon liis enquiring 
after the footh-fayers, and acquainting her \^ ith the mo- 
tives of his journey, informed him, as fne was hcrfclf 
Ikillcd in the art, that nothing lefs than a kingdom was 
prefaged by that omen ; and at the fame time propof- 
cd to fliare with him, in wedlock, the hopes with 
w^hich fhe had infpired him. This ofi'er fuemed to him 
the greateft happinefs that could attend a croMui : he 
therefore readily accepted her propofa!, gratifying at the 
fame time his own inclination. Not lung aiter a ledltioii 
breaking out among the Phrygians, the oracles, m hich 
they confulted on that occafion, were all unanimous in 
advifing them to commit the government to a king, if 
they defired to put a flop to the growing evils. Upon 
this refponfe the Phrygians having fent again to confult 
about the perfon whom they ftiould laife to that dignity, 
their ambafladprs were enjoined to acquaint tlien^jj that 

h EraTm. Cliiliad. 1 Plutarch de Ifid. & Ofir. k Erafni,^ 
Adag. Chiliad. ii cent, ili. 77, 

th? 
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tTie'’‘5rft man, who after their return fhould vifit in a cart 
the temjple of Jupiter, was by the gods defigned for their 
king. Ihe ambafladors had fcarce delivered the anfwc r 
of the oracle, when Gordius appeared riding in his cart, 
and was immediately, with loud ftiouts of joy, proclaim- 
ed king of Phrygia. Gordius, acknowleging the crown 
from Jupiter, in memory ci fo hgnal a favour confecrated 
in bis temple the cart to Regal Mnjefty, which, not by the 
Phrygians only, but other nadons, was adored as a goddefs. 

To the beam of the cart he fallencd a knot woven by fuch 
artf and fo perplexed, that the monarchy of the world 
was promifed by the oracles to him who Ihould untie ic. 
Alexander the Great having attempted it in vain, cut it 
-at lafl with his fword, and thereby either fulfilled or 
eluderl the oracle. We know nothing itkjic of (jlordius^ 
but that he built the city of Gordium, which w^as his re- 
fidence, and that of all the princes of the Gordian family. 
Plutarch writes"’, that his fon Midas was born of the 
goddefs worfhipped by the Rcmatis under the name of 
Bona Dea ; but, whether fhe was wife to Gordius, is 
much queftioned by the mythologifts (O), 

Gordius was fucceeded by his fon Midas, of whom it Midair 
was recorded, that, when he was a child, a fwarm of 
ants was obferved very bufy one day, while he was afleep, 
in conveying their ftores of wheat into his mouth; wliere- 
.upon the oracles being confulted, returned anfwer, that 
immenfe riches were prefaged by that omen. The pre- 
.ditlion was completely fulfilled ; for he is accounted by 
all the ancients, one of the richeft princes that ever 
reigned. Strabo fays ", that he drew vaft treafures from 
mines of metal, difeovered perhaps in his reign, on Mount 
Bermius. He is celebrated lyy fome writers for the com- 
llnefs of his perfori ; by others, for the religious bent of 
his mind. He is faid to have been inllru£led by Orpheus 
in the myfteries of religion, and to have filled Phrygia 
with Mcw deities, temples, priefts, ceremonies, and fa- 
crifices". He introduced the cuftom of mourning over 
the dead with doleful fongs or dirges; and, by annually 
renewing his lamentations over his deceafed mother, 

>n Pliitarch, in Vita Csfaris. ^ Strabo, lib. xiv, p. 6Bo« 

Arrian, lib, ii, Juftin. lib. xi. 

(0) Different accounts of and they are all equally unccri* 
their fucceflion, arc given by tain (i). 

jEli&n, Arrian, Juftin, &c. 

(1) .^Uan. Vi(. H. lib. i. cap. i. Arrian, lib. iii. Juftin. lib. 

pap, 7. 

G g 4 
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brought the Phrygians by degrees to worfliip her jffl %- 
jgoddefsP* He built the town of Ancyra'i, where an anchor 
of his contrivance was to be fecn in the temple of^upiter, 
when Paufanius travelled through Greece. He is faid to 
have reigned not over Phrygia only, but alfo Dardania. 
CJeobulus Lyndius, one of the feven fages of Greece, 
honoured his monument with an epitaph, w^hich is falfly 
aferibed by fomc to Homer ^ His wife, by name Hcrmoii» 
dica, is celebrated by Heraclides for her beauty and wifp 
dom, and faid to have been the firft that taught the inha- 
bitants of Cyme to coin money*. By her, Midas Jiad 
three fons, Gordius, Ancharas, and Otreus 5 his fourth 
iSordiuj U, fon Lltyerfes was a baftard (P). 

After Midas, reigned his eldeft fon Gordius ; but all 
we can fay of him is, that he furrounded the town of 
Gornium with a wall \ His brother Ancharus is cele^ 
brated for the love he bore his country, having even fa- 
crificed his life for the public welfare. The fa£f is re- 
lated thus “ : during the reign of his father Midas, the 

p Saidas htyot, ^ Nonnus, in Orat.xxx, Greg. Naz. Pau- 

fan. in Atticis. Saidas Mifraj. ^ Plutarch, in Vita, & Antholo^ 
gium Planudis. < Heraclides in Pelitiis. t Stephan, p. 99. 

9 Plutarch in Paral). Scobaeus, Serm. vii, 

(P) Nothing has rendered tamorphofed into an afs. Ctv? 
the name of Midas more fa- non in his firft parration, tellg 
mouB than the Greek proverb us, that Midas, having found 
MiJaj om uToc, that is, Midaj a treafure, became very rich ; 
laj ajfes ears j but what gave that, being inftruifted by Otr 
rife to that faying, is varioufly pheus on Mount Fierius, he 
reported. The poets tell us, got himfelf by various artifices 
That, in a trial of Ikill between proclaimed king of the Bry- 
Pan and Apollo, both famous gians ; that in his reign Si- 
iTiuficians, and rivals in that lenus appeared on Mount 
art, Midas gave fentence in Brime ; that whatever Midag 
favour of the former, where- touched was immediately turn- 
upnn Apollo clapped a pair of ed ipto gold ; and that, nink- 
aftes ears on hi& head : this ing ufe of this prodigy, he 
badge of ignorance he artfully perfuaded his fubjetfts to re- 
cpncealed a long time under move out of Europe into that 
his diadem : but at laft it was country which lies on the Hel- 
unfortunately difeoveredby his lefpant ; that he fettled in 
barber, and made public. O- MyCa, and there changed the 
fhers lay^ that Midas, having name of ]ih fubjedts ; calling 
pflered an affront to Bacchus, them no more Brygiaps, \;)\\i 
was by the incenfed deity mp- Phrygians (2). 

(^) CoTM)n. apud Pltpt. IKfolie^bf , 
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earth opened to a prodigious depth, and fw^allowed up . 
great part of the city Celsena ■, whereupon Midas, having 
recourfC to his oracles, underftoodthat the opening would 
not clofe till the moft valuable thing in human life were 
thrown into it. This anfwer was no fooner imparted to 
the inhabitants, than the gold^ filver, jewels, and what- 
ever elfe of any value came to their hands, was eagerly 
facrificed to the common fafety. But, all to no efFeft, the 
chafm continued ftill open. Ancharus confidering with 
himfelf, that nothing in the world was of fuch value as 
a l^uman foul, embraced his father, took leave of his wife 
Timothea, and, mounting on horfeback, rode full fpeed 
into the opening, which immediately clofed. His ex- 
ample was long after followed in a parallel cafe by Cur- 
tins the Roman. 

Otreus is ftyled by Homer* king of all Phrygia, and Otrm* 
faidto have been a contemporary with Anchifes; whence 
-we may conclude, that he fucceeded his brother Gor- 
dius. 

Lityerfes reigned at Celsenae, and is deferibed as a ruf- Lityerfa* 
tic, unfociable, and inhuman tyrant. Sofitheus, the tra- 
gedian, paints him as a man of an infatiable and canine 
appetite, he having in one day emptied three large bat 
kets of bread, and drank* twelve gallons of wine. He 
took great pleafure in agriculture 5 and ufed often to la- 
bour in the fields like a common hufbandman. But, as 
afts of cruelty were what he chiefly delighted in, he ufed 
to oblige fuch as happened to pafs by while he was reap- 
ing, to join with him in the work 5 and then, cutting off 
their heads, bind up their bodies in the ftieaves. For 
thefe, and fuch cruelties he was put to death by Hercules, 
and his body thrown into the Mgeander^. However, his 
memory was cherifhed by the reapers of Phrygia j and a 
hymn, from him called Lityerfes, fung in harveft-time, in 
honour of their fellow-labourer*. , 

Mijas II. was king of all Phrygia; but whofe fon he ^ida^IL 
was, or whom he fucceeded, is what we find no where 
recorded. He was an ufurper, and feized on the crown 
in the following manner: one night, under pretence of 
offering a folemii facrifice to the gods, he marched out of 
the town of Gordium, attended with a numerous band of 
Phrygians, playing on all forts of mufical infirumentSi 

X Jlonier in Hymnis. v Athenaeus, lib, x. cap. i. Sui- 

das Pollux, lib* x. z Theocrituii Idilli x. Erafm. 

ilidag* CiiiJiad. iii. cent, iv, }d 7|. 

with 



458 


The Hiflory of the Thygmi. 

with fwords and daggers concealed under their garmentj. 
The citizens, led by their curiofity, and not fu/peding 
any treachery, followed them out of the town, tvhen the 
confpirators, all on a fudden throwing away their mufical 
inflruments, fell upon the multitude fword in hand, feized 
the city, and in that terror and confufion, no body dar- 
ing to oppcife them, proclaimed Midas king of Phrygia 
Gordm Midas 11. was fucceeded by Gordius III. perhaps his 
///. fon. He is mentioned by Herodotus ** as father to Midas, 

which is all we find recorded of him. Herodotus does not 
ftyle him king; but, as his fon reigned, it is not unlikely 
that he held the crown before him. 

UtdasIIJ, Midas III. fon of Gordius, was the firft among foreign 
princes that fent donations to the oracle at Delphi ; he 
prefented that deity with the royal feat or tribunal. He- 
rodotus, in whofe time it was ftill to be feen, commends 
it as apiece of mofu exquifite workmanfliip ; at that time 
it flood by the golden cups, with which Gyg^s king of 
Lydia had prefented the fame oracle ; for, after Midas, 
Gyges w’as the firft of the Barbarians who fent prefents to 
Delphi*, Perhaps this Midas was fucceeded by another 
Gordius; for we find, that the kings of Phrygia took 
alternately the names of Gordius and Midas. 


«3S made a dreadful havock of the Lydia ils, Paphlagonians, 
hliciaj ly Phrygians. Midas finding himfelf in no condition to 
oppofe fo powerful an enemy, and forefeeing the many evils 
to which he was inevitably expofed, thought belt to prevent 
them, by puUing an end to his unhappy life, by drinking 
bull’s blood h Plutarch lays'-', that Midas thus ended his life, 
being driven to defpair by frightful dreams and apparitions; 
butthefe, in all likelihood, were occaiioned by the terror 
and conllernaticn hcw'as in at the approach of fo dreadful 
and mercilefs an enemy. Midas had two fons, Adrahus, 
and another, whofe name is not mentioned in hiflory. Ad- 
raftus, having unfortunately killed his brother in his father’s 
life-time, and being thereupon banifhed Phrygia, repaired 
to the court of Creefus king of Lydia, who not only puri- 
fied bim, according to the cuftom of thofc days, from the 

« Polysenus, lib. vii. *> Heroilot. lib. i. cap. 14. & lib. 

viii. cap. 133. c Herodot. lib. i. cap. 14. ^Hero- 

dot. ib. J Strab, lib, i. Kuftathius in OdylT, a, « Plu- 

tarch* in C^Flaminit). 

bipod 


Qp pg Midas IV. lived in calamitous times, wmen the Cimme 
rians, being driven out of Europe by the Scythians, in 
vaded Afia Minor, noircflld themfelvcs of Sardis, am 


Yr. 

*713. 

Ante Chr. 
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blood he had innocently fhed, but earneftly prefled him 
» to remain at his court, afluring him he fliould want for 
nothing. Adraftus complied with this rcqueft, and, be- 
ing cntrufted with the education of the king’s favourite 
fon, by name Atys, he unfortunately killed him too at 
the chace ; an accident which fo grieved him that he laid 
violent hands on himfelf, though Croefus had generoufly 
forgiven him. In him ended the royal family of Phrygia, 
which became a province of the Lydian monarchy, and 
continued in that date till Croefus was conquered, and all 
Ljfdia reduced by Cyrus. 

SECT. V. 

The Hiftory of Phrygia Minor, 

^HIS country was divided into two parts, the marl- DiviJwM, 
^ time, called Hellefpontiaca, and the Mediterranean, 
termed Epiftetus. The former borrowed its name from 
the Hellefpont, and extended along the coaft from the 
town of Percote, to the promontory Leftum or Lefton, 
oppofite to the north-fide of the illand of Lefbos. This 
part was properly called Tcoas, or Troia, though the Tro- 
jan kingdom extended from the river Afopus to the banks 
of the Caicus including not only Troas, but alfo the 
Greater and Leffer Myfia, Epiftetus, or the inland part 
of Phrygia Minor, extended to the neighbourhood of 
mount Olympus, in the Greater Myfia. This part at firft 
iTjlonged to Prufias king of Bithvnia, who yielded it, by 
agreement, to Eumenes king or Pergamus ; whence it 
was called EpitTetus, that is, acquired. However, thefe 
appellations are frequently confounded, and both attri- 
buted to all Phrygia Minor. 

Phrygia Minor lay between the 40th and 42d degrees 
of north latitude, and was but of a very fmall extent in 
longitude, which we lhall not pretend to determine, there 
being a great difagreement among authors, as to the boun- 
daries of the inland provinces. In general we may fay, 
that Phrygia Minor, as comprehending both the Hellef- 
pontiaca and Epiftetus, was bounded by the Propontis on 
the north, by the jEgean Sea on the fouth, by Myfia Mi- 
nor on the eaft, and the Hellefpont on the weft. 

On the fea-coaft were the cities of Percote, Abydus, C'uits of 

AfilhJ'iDardanum,Rhetum, Sigcum,Troyor Ilium, Larifla, Phrygia 

Minor, 

Strab. lib, xiii, p. 58a, 


Colon^ei 
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Colonge, Alexandria, and Troas. Percote is often men- 
tioned by Strabo, Pliny, Arrian, and Homer, which laft 
fpcaks of one Merops, and his two fons, as being of this 
city Abydos was built by the Milcfians, on the Hellef- 
pont, and became famous tor the poetical ftory of Hero 
and Leander. Here it was that Xerxes began his bridge, 
over which, in feven days and feven nights, he marched 
feventeen hundred thoufand foot, and fourfeore thoufand 
borfe, exclufive of camels and carriages. Here all Alex- 
anders cavalry, and moft of his infantry, landed under 
the command of Parmenio, on their pafling out of Europe 
into Afia. Geographers are generally of opinion that 
the cattles of the Dardanelles were built on the ruins of 
Settos and Abydos ; but they are manifeflly miftaken, 
for, thofe cattles are diredtly oppofite to each other; 
whereas Settos was much nearer the Propontis than 
Abydos; and Strabo ** reckons three thoufand feven hun- 
dred and fifty paces from the port of Abydos to that of 
Seftos. Befides, there are no remains of antiquity to 
be feen near the cattles, but very remarkable veftiges 
three miles farther, where the channel is confiderably 
narrower *( Q^). 

Arifba, 

e Homer. Iliad, a. ver. h Strab. lib. xiii. p. 460, 

i Tournetort Voiage au Levant. Spon Voiage d* italic, Dalina* 
tie, &c. 

( QJ The Hellcfpont, every George, from a famous church 
one knows, fignifies the fea cf of St. George in a village call- 
Htlk'j for the ancients tell us, edPeriftafis, not far from GaU 
that a daughter of Athamas, lipoli ; it is known to the 
king of Thebes, whofe name Turks by the name of Boghas, 
was Helle, was drowned in or ttreight of the White Sea. 
that channel, as ttie was carry- The mouth of the channel 
ing the golden fleece to Col- is defended by two caftles, 
chis with her brother Phry- which Mahomet IV. built in 
xus(0. The name of Darda- 1659, to fecure his fleetiigaintt 
nclles is probably derived from the infults of the Venetians, 
Dardanum, an ancient city not who ufed to attack it in fight 
tar from the cattles bearing of the old cattles. The wa- 
that name. This ttreight was rers, that pafs through this 
anciently called the Hellefpont, ttreight from the Propontis, 
and the ttreight of Abydos; flow with great rapidity; when 
but now it goes under the fol- the north wind blows, no Ihip 
lowing names, the ttreight of can enter; but, when the wind 
.GallipoH, the channel of the is fouth, the eurrent is ftarce 
IXurikjoelies, the arm of St, perceptible. Tournefort telU 
(>) EuAsuh, in Dionyf. p. 8jo. 
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Ailfba, the place appointed for the general rendezvous 
of Alexander’s army, after he had paffed the Hellefpont. 
Dardanum, built by king Dardanus, was a promontory, 
bearing the fame name. This city was the re/idence of 
Dardanus, and his fucceflbr Erichthonius. It communi- 
cated its name to the neighbouring country, and, in length 
of time, to all Troas. Some think, ^that the Dardanelles 
borrowed their name from this city. Here Mithridates 
and Sylla concluded a peace. Some fay, with what foun- 
dation we know not, that Dardanum was the patrimony 
of -Alneas. Rhseteum, memorable for the tomb of Ajax, 
vdio was faid to have been interred there Sigeum, 
fcated on a promontory of the fame name, whence that 
fea is called the Sigean Sea*. On this promontory was 
the tomb of Achilles, which Alexander honoured with a 
vifit (R). 

Troy, or Ilium, a city made immortal by the inimlt- Troy, 
able poems of Homer and Virgil, was built by Tros, king 
of that country, who called it Troy from his own name, 
and Ilium from that of his fon Ilus. It was feated on a 
rifing ground near mount Ida, and about live miles from 

^ Strab. lib. xiii. p. 409. ^ Virg. ABneid, ii, ver. 311. 

us, chat the mouth of theHel- (R) Pliny (4) places not far 
Icfpont is four miles and a half from hence the tomb of Prote- 
over; butLcBrun fays(2), that lilaus, with trees fet round it 
it 12 only a mile and a quarter, of a very extraordinary nature; 

Spoil (3) informs us, that where for, when they are grown up 
the old caftle flands, the Hel- to fuch a height as to be dif- 
Ir'pont Is near two miles broad; covered from Troy, they be- 
and that the very name of gin to wither, and foon after 
Abydn or Avido is unknown die; then they Ihoot up again, 

TO the inhabitants of the place, and thrive till they are grown 
But Le Brun allures us, that up to their former height, 
the freight at the old caftles is when they begin a-new to de- 
only half a mile over, and that cay and wither ; and this vi- 
onc of^them is Hill called Seftos, eiffitude of lliooting up, and 
and the other Abydos, or Avi- dying away has continued, fays 
do: he adds, that this fea, our author, ever lince they 
where broadeft, is but a mile were firft planted ; that is, fince 
and a quarter over, and half a the death of Protefilaus, who, 
mile where narroweft. Abydos in the Trojan expedition, was 
was taken by theTurks, through the firft among the Greeks that 
the treachery of the governor’s fet foot in Aha, and the ikit 
daughter, in the year 1330. that was {lain. 

« 

(s) Voyage au Levant. (3) Voiage d'Jcalic, 

C4) Pliny, lib. xvi. cap, 44, 

' the 
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the (hore. There were fcarce any remains of it to be 
feen in Strabo's time ; and moft of the ancient, as well 
as modern writers, confound the old and new Ilium. 
This new city, built nearer the fea-coaft, was reduced 
to a village in the time of Alexander the Great, remark- 
able for nothing but a temple of Minerva, which that 
prince vifited, after having defeated Darius on the banks 
of the Granicus, and enriched with offerings, beftowing 
ample privileges on the place, and honouring it with the 
title of city. He likewife ordered the buildings to be re- 
paired, and the whole city to be embellifhed by Lyfima- 
chus, one of his generals, who furrounded it with a wall 
of forty furlongs in circumference. It was again reduced 
to the condition of an inconfiderabJe village, when the 
Romans firft entered Afia. As they pretended to be the 
genuine offspring of the ancient Trojans, no coft nor 
pains were fpared to reftore it to its ancient luftre, efpe- 
cially in the time of the Cxfars. Auguftus fent thither a 
colony, embelliflied the city with many ftately buildings, 
and enriched it with ample privileges and exemptions. 
Bellonius"' tells us, that in his time the walls were yet 
ftanding, with the ruinous monuments of their turrets ; 
and that he fpent four hours in compafling them, partly 
on horfeback, and partly on foot. He obferved round the 
walls a great many marble tombs of exquifite workman- 
Ihip, with their covers entire. Tm^o of thefe were Hill 
remaining when Mr. Spon" vifited thofe places; who in- 
forms us, that they were in the flyle of the ancient Ro- 
mans, and not unlike thofe that are to be feen at Arles j 
whence he concludes them to be the remains of that Troy 
which was rebuilt by the Romans. Bellonius likewife ob- 
ferved the ruins of three great towers, one on the top of 
a hill not far from the fliore, another about the middle, 
and the third at the bottom, with a great many large tif- 
terns to receive the rain water. As to the fo much cele- 
brated rivers Xanthus and »Simois, he calls them fmall 
brooks, and adds, that in fummer, they are quire dry. 
But Sandys “ thinks they are not fo contemptible. Spon** 
obferved on the fouth of the haven three columns Iving 
among the briars, of which two were entire, and each of 
one (ingle piece, being thirty feet long; the third, which 
was broken in three places, was thirty-five feet in length, 
and four feet nine inches in diameter; they were all three 

>9 Bellonius, Ub, ii. cap, 6. n Spon, ubi/upra. 

* Sandyt, lib. u 9 Span. Voiage dTtalie, Dalmatic, &c, 

of 
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of granate. Le Brunei fpeaks of great remains of a moll Jiur/tjfo^ 
noMe ftrufture, which he vifited, at the diftance of about feen 
five miles from the coaft. The four gates of this great 
edifice, at that time entire, were about forty-five feet in 
height, and near them flood a wall of an extraordinary 
thicknefs, with fourteen gates of a competent fize. The 
vefliges of this magnificent flrufture took up a hundred 
and thirty feet in length, and a hundred in breadth. Our 
author thinks, that thefe ruins may vie with any monu- 
ments of antiquity he ever faw. The harbour of Troy, 
fo much fpoken of by the ancients, is now quite choaked 
up*with fund; however, there are ftill to be feen frag- 
ments of columns, to which they faflened their (hips and 
gallies i and, as thefe were placed round it, Spon thinks, 
that the port was about a mile and an half in circum- 
ference, 

Troas Alexandria was fituated between the promon- 
tories of Leeflum and Sigaeum, and is named by Stepha- 
nus in the fecond place among the eighteen cities, which 
were fo called from Alexander. It is fometimes named 
Alexandria without the appellation of Troas, and fome- 
times 'IVoas without that cf Alexandria or Alexandrea. 

Its firfl name was Antigonia, from its founder Antlgonus, 
which was afterwards changed by Lyfimachus into that of 
Alexandria, in honour of Alexander ^ This is fuppofed 
to be the place meant by the apoflle, A£ls xx. 6. it being 
at that time the metropolis of the province ; it lies now in 
ruins, and is culled by the Turks Elke-Stamboulp 

Of the rivers that watered Troas, or Phrygia Minor, we Rivers^ 
fliall only mention the Scamander and Simeis. The firfl 
riiLo from Mount Ida, and, having received within its 
banks, not far from Troy, the 8imois, difeharges itfelf 
into the ^!]gean fea, over againft the illand of Tenedos. 

It is faid, by Herodotus, to have been drunk up by the 
army of Xerxes. Its original name was Scamander; but 
it was afterwards called alfo Zanthus, becaufe it was be- 
lieved pf.) communicate a yellowifh tincture to the (heep 
that drank its waters It was a cuftom among the Phry- 
gian brides to bathe tbemfclves before mariage in this 
river, ufing on that occafion the following words, Re- 
ceive, O Scamander, my virginity,*' Which opportunity 
one Cimon, an Athenian, taking hold of, under the dif. 

4 Voyage du Levant. r Plini. libi v. cap. 30. Strab. 

)ib. xrii. p> 408. * ^lian, de Animal, lib. viii. cap, zi, Ubius 

Sequefierde Fluminibus, Maximi Tyrius, ferni. xii. 
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gulfc of a river-god, deflowered Callirrhoc, a noble vlrglnf| 
at that time betrothed, and thereby occafioned the abro- 
gating that fuperftitious ceremony. 

The Simois fprings likewife out of Mount Ida, falls in- 
to the Scamander near Ilium, and difcharges itfelf into 
the -zEgean fea. Whatever thefe rivers were in ancient 
times, they are at prefent but fmall brooks, if the accounts 
of our modern travellers are to be depended upon. 

Ida, the only mountain of this country that deferves no- 
tice, is rather a ridge of bilks than a fingle mafs ; for it 
extends from the city of Zeleia, near the borders of M^fia 
Minor, to the promontory Le£tum. 

The foil of this diftriftwas anciently reckoned extremely 
fertile, producing whatever was requifite for the pleafures 
of life, and yielded to no fpot that lay under the fame 
happy parallel ; nor at this day are there wanting figns of 
its fertility, though it is now in a great meafurc uncul- 
tivated and negle£l:ed. Our modern travellers deferibe 
the Afiatic coaft of the Hellefpont as a moft beautiful and 
fertile traft of land, the hills covered with vineyards and 
olive plantations, and the vales produfUve of all forts of 
grain b 

Over-againll Troy layTenedos, about two leagues from 
the fhore, and formed the Tiojan harbour. It was firfl; 
called Leiicophrys, and afterwards Tenedos, from one 
Tenes or Tennes, who carried a colony hither from the 
continent. Tennes was fon to Cycnus, king of Colone 
in Troas, and deferibed by Diodorus Siculus “ as a man 
of great probity and juftice, greatly beloved by his fub- 
jeAs during his life, and adored by them after his death. 
Tennes, according to the tradition of the ancient inhabit- 
ants, was fon of Cycnus and Proclea, After to Caletor, 
who was killed by Ajax in attempting to burn ihe ftiips of 
Protefilaus. Cycnus, after the death of his wife Proclea, 
married Phllonome ; who falling in love with her ftep- 
fon Tennes, and finding that ftie could by no means pre- 
vail upon him to comply with her inceftuous defires, ac- 
ciifcdhim to her hufband, of having offered her violence. 
The evidence fhe produced in proof of her charge was a 
player on the flute. Cycnus, giving more credit to his 
wife than to his fon, caufed him to be fhut up in a cheft, 
and thrown into the fea, which carried the cheft fafe to 
the ifland we are fpeaking of, where Tennes was received 
as fent by the gc^s, and with loud acclamations pro- 


t TouTDefort, ubi fupra. 


1 Died, Sicul.lib. v. 

claimed 
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rlnlmed kiiij^. Some writers tell us, that his fiflcr,' who 
was named Hemithea, not caring to furvivehcr brother, was 
at her own requeft locked up with him in the chefl. Some 
time after Cycnus, being convinced of his fon’s innocence, 
failed to Tenedos to implore his pardon, and exprefs the 
concern he was in for j'o hafty and inhuman a refolution. 
But Tennes, inftead of receiving him, went to the har- 
bour, where, with a hatchet, he cut the cable which 
faftened his father’s fliip to the fhore. Tins hatchet wag 
carried by Periclytus, a citizen of Tenedos to Delphos, 
and there lodged in the temple of Apollo. The Tene- 
(lian5 caufed two others to be made refenibling this in 
Biape and lize, M'hich they confecrated in the temple of 
their city. Thefe adventures gave birth to tw^o famous 
proverbs among the ancients (S). 

SECT- 

(S) One IS Ill the execution of their cri- 

that Is, the Tcncdlan player on mluals. Suidas tells us, that 
the Jiutc^ a faying ufed by the Tenues, after he was fetilcJ on 
ancients to reproach a falfe e- the throne of Tcniiedos, or- 
vidence. The other, dered an ofiiccr to Itaiid behind 

7 rs?\iy.i;y that is, the Tcncdian the judge in all public trials, 
ax, an exprclfioii ufed to fignify with an ax in his hand, ready 
a quick and unaltcrnbic relb-, to ifrllce oli'thc ht-nd ol’ luch as 
lution, Aridotle, cited by Ste- fliould give falle evidence ; and 
phanus, explains this in a dif- hence c^V f iJTr©*, T£i/£i\©- 

ierent manner, lie fays, that that is, a ?iuvi nfTc~ 

a king of Tenedos having en- nedos^ an advocate of ^ enedosy 
a<5led a law forbidding adultery were exprcllions ufed to figuil'y 
on pain of death, the firll that a man or a judge of great fe- 
tranfgreded this law was his verity. After the fall of 'rroy, 
own Ton, who was therefore be- the inhabitants were brought 
headed with an ax. Stepba- fo low, that they gave them- 
nus adds, that the heads of the felves up to their neighbours, 
two lovers, back to back, were Tenedos was one of the firll: 
reprefented ontliL’inedals of the conquefts of the Pcrfians after 
illand, and on the reverfe the ax the overthrow of the lonlans at 
with whichthey vverebcheaded, the ille of Lada, It was re- 
It is certain, Icveral medals of duced by the Athenians, or at 
this kind have been found in lerdl fided with them againft 
that ifland. Some take thefe the Lacedeemoninns, lince Ni- 
tvvo heads to be thofe of^Ten- colochus, admiral ofLacedae- 
nes and liis fifter Hemithea, mon, ravaged this illand, and 
others of Jupiter and fonie A- raifed contributions in it, not- 
rnazon, who might have found- wlthllanding the vigilance ofthe 
ed a city in Tenedos. The ax Athenian generals. The Rq- 
on the' reverfe was the iiiflru- mans enjoyed Tenedos in their 
nient ufed, by the inhabiunts turn; and the temple of that 
’ V 0 J..III. Hh town 
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SECT. VI. 


Of the Antiquity y Government y Lazvs, RcH^ Iony CufomSf 
ArtSy Learningy and Trade y of the Trojans^ 

Anti^ity^ 'T^HE inhabitants of Lefler Phrygia) or Trojans, fo 
^ called from Troy, tbe metropolis of that country^ 
were, without all doubt, a very ancient people > but, as 
to their original, there is a great difagreement among au-* 
thors. Some make them Samothracians by defeent, others 
fay they were Greeks, and tell us, that Teucer, accord- 
ing to them the firft king of Troy, was by birth an Athe-^ 
frm nian, and lord of a village named Axonus. Some derive 
^hom itif- them from the ifland of Crete, from whence they fup-f 
mded. pofe Phrygia Minor to have been peopled ; but thefe are 
again divided among themfelves as to the leader of this 
colony, fome heftowing that honour on Teucer, others on 
Dardanus. Some will have them defeended from the 
Arcadians, and there are not wanting writers who maktf 
them even come originally from Italy ^ which opinion^, 
though deftitute of all probability, was embraced by Vir- 
gil, as moft redounding to the glory of that country, and 
perhaps current among the Ilomans in his days. Bo- 
chart * thinks, that Lefler Phrygia was planted by Afli- 
kenaz, Gomer’s eldcft fon, becaufe fome appellatives of 
lakes, rivers, iflaiids, cities, and men of that country, bear 
a refemblance to this name. But whoever were the firft 
inhabitants of this country, it is certain tbaty in procefs of 

X PbaUg. lib. iii. cap, 9. 


town was plundered by Verres, 
who, as Tully informs us, car- 
ried away, to the great grief of 
all the inhabitants, the uatue of 
Tennes, founder of the city, 
'This ifland is about eighteen 
miles in circumference. It had 
one city, tw6 havens, and a 
temple, dedicated to Apollo 
Sminthius. There are no ruins 
to be feen at Tenedos, except 
thofe of the granaries, which 
Juflinian caufed to be built as 
a repofitory for the corn that 


was brought from Alexandria 
to Conflantxiiople, left it fliould 
mould on fhfp-board, the vef* 
feh being frequently wind- 
bound for a confitlerable time 
at the eiUnjnce of the Dar- 
danelles. Thefe magazines, as 
Procopius informs us, were 
two hundred and eighty feet 
long, and ninety broad ( I ). That 
muicate wine of this ifland ii 
the moft delicious of all th» 
Levant. 


(0 Fiocop. deEdific. Judin. lib, v, eap. i. 
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tints, their blood was mixed with that of foreigiters, 
namely, of Myfians^ Samothraclansj Greeks^ zind Cretans^ 
who fettled among them, and were reckoned of the fame 
defcent with the ancient proprietors. 

As to their government, it was, no doubt, monarchical 
and hereditary 5 for, from Dardanus to Priam, we find 
the father conftantly fucceeded by the fon, or the elder 
brother by the younger. Their Country was at firft, like 
moll others, parcelled out into fcveral petty kingdoms; 
for we read of Cyenus, Pandarus, Eurypylus, and other 
princes of fmall territories, within the limits of Leflei^ 
Phrygiai". But all thcfe were, in length of time, either 
expelled or made tributary by the Trojan kings ; infomuch 
that Strabo * enumerates ilo fewer than nine fmall king* 
doms, or principalities, fubjeft to Troy, befides thcifland 
of Lefbos. And this is the true reafon that protracled 
the Trojan war to fuch a length ; for all thefe countries 
were to be fubdued before Troy could be inverted. 

We have no particular fyrtem of their laws, and fhall 
therefore pafs to their religion. 

As to the religion of the Trojans, it was, in fubftance, 
hardly different from that of the inhabitants of Greater 
Phrygia, which we have alfeady deferibed. Their prin- 
cipal deities feem to have been Cybelci or, as they ftyled 
her, The great mother of the gods who, according 
the common opinion, was brought into Troas, from Crete, 
^ Teucer, lord of that ifland, and the progenitor of the 
Trojans * ; flie was chiefly worfliipped on the hills of Ida, 
Dindymus, Berecynthus, arid Cybele, whence fhe bor* 
rowed her name ; Apollo, who had a temple in the cita- 
del of Troy, called Pergamus; Minerva, or Pallas, in 
whofe teihple was the famous Palladium, a wooden flatue 
of this goddefs, holding in one hand a buckler, and a fpear 
in the other, fo contrived as to move them, and, at the 
fame time, roll her eyes in a threatening manner. We 
are told, that, while the Trojans were ere£iing a temple 
to PallaS in their citadel, this ftatue fell from heaven into 
it before it was covered. An oracle beihg confulted on 
this occafion, returned anfwer, that the city of Troy could 
not be taken fo long as it enjoyed this heavenly gift ; 
which refponfe coming to the knowlege of the Greeks, 
Diomedes and UlyflTes privately entered the caftle, killed 
the guards, and, by bereaving the Trojans of their main 
defence, enabled tne Greeks to take the city* All th$ 


T Diodor. Sicul. lib. v. 
SYirgih lib. iii- 


Strab. lib. Kui. p. 40S1 

H h 9 


• Ibid, 
Zlomal^ 


GnnjerM 

menu 
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Romnn writers inTure ns, tliiit this Pallarlium was brought 
into Italy by -Pbicas, etnil Juiigcd fii lt at Lavininm, after- 
wards at :Uba,aiui at laft removed to Roine, and dcpofited 
there in die temple of Velta, under the care of the Vellals 
and the Nautian laniily. The Romans urii;'crfally be- 
jieved thcmlelves mailers of the true Palladium, but could 
never file w liow they came by it. For, to fay that it was 
in Troy wlicii the city was taken, is to deny its boalletl 
virtue of icntlerlng that citv impregnable in which it was 
lodged. On the other hand, if it was llolcn by the Greeks 
before they entered Troy, how could ^Liuas bring it into 
Italy ? 

Venus alfo Is counted among the Trojan deities ; but 
as to Vefla, w hom a^uieas is faid by the poets to have car- 
ried into Italy wdth his houfliold gods, w e find not any 
footfteps of worfliip paid her at dVoy. 

Among the other Trojan dtidcs, we hnd mention made 
of Apollo Sniinthius, lb Itylcd from tlie Phrygian w ord 
fminihos, fignifyinga ficid-nicufc. AV e are told that this 
fort of vermin made fuch devaflation in the fields of Troas^ 
that the inhabitants, finding all oilier means of ridding the 
country of them unfuccefbful, had rceourfe to the oracle 


^ Strab. lib. xiii. p. 415. 

(T) There Is great variety 
of opinions among the ancients 
as to the Trojan Palladium. 
Some tell ns (1), that a king of 
Phrvgia Major prefented Ilus 
with a pyed ox, warning him, 
at the fame time, to build a 
city where the ox fhould lie 
down ; that Ilus followed him, 
and, in the place where he lay 
down, built a city, calling it, 
from his own name, Ilium, 
They add, that Ilus, having 
defired Jupiter to fignily Ins 
approbation by fome vifible 
token, he found the Palladium 
next morning before his tent. 
Others fay that Chryfas, daugh- 
ter of Hiillas(2), marrying ])ar- 
danuB, brought him the Palla- 


Adian. \ ir. II. lib, iv. 

I’iuin ns part ol Ins fortune : 
that Dai'daiuis firll crfcleJ a 
temple in S.iniuthiacc to this 
and Ollier ilcilles, and alter- 
wards look them wlrli liim into 
Phrygia on the Ilellcrpont, 
Lycophron feems to inlinuatc, 
that the PallLidiiiin was a Plioc- 
niciiui goiidcls ; for he calls 
Ulyiles xXwTrat 

viK-n; (:')£i;(3). Joluiiuies Antlo- 
ehciui.s, Fiilhulnii?, and otlicrf^ 
fa)’, rb.at it v\as iuliJc by a cei- 
lahr niailieniaULian, rand co- 
vured over with a human Ikin. 
Julius Firmleiis (4) , Clemens 
(;), and Arnobius (6), tell us, 
that rhe Gentiles believed it was 
made of the bones of Pelops. 


( 1) Apollod. lib. Hi. (2) Kofinum Roman. Antiquitat. p. 147* 
(t)&eldenus de Diis Syrlis, Syntay, ii. (4) Oe Krrore Pro-' 

faaar. Religion, cap. 16, ($) lupiotrept, (0) Aia'yb. ad- 

▼erfus Oentes, libi iv. 

of 
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mf DelpliOH, u'hich nnA^^retl, '^That they flioiilil be de" 
iiverecl froin Out plat^uc if they facrificed to Sminthlati 
Apollo.” d’iy.'y ohoyL'd the iojuncliori, and erecting a 
temple in /iinii.vlto, a city of Troas, dciilcntcd it to their 
deliverer under that appellation. Others'^ allege, that the 
inhabitants of Troas WDi fltippcd mice for having, on a 
certain oecafion, gnawed the bow-itrings of their enemies, 
and thereby feciireil a complete victory to the J’hrygians. 
The worfiilp of Apollo Sniiiithius was introduced into 
My/ia, the iflc of Tenerlos, and other countries ; for 
StPabo tells us, that a moui'e was engraved at the foot of 
.Apollo’s llatue, in a temple of Chryfa, a city of Myfia, 
to unfold the reafon of his being furnaincd Sminthian ; 
he adds, that the llatue was made by Scopas, a celebrated 
fl.ituary of Paros. The fame author, fpeaking of the ifle 
ofTenedos, fays, that it had one town, t^'o havens, and 
a temple dedicated to Sminthian Apolio (U). 

Wo can fay nothing particular touching the cuftoms of 
the Trojans, their civil concerns, or their arts and learn- 
ing ; they arc celchrited by the ancients as one of the 
moft polite and civilized nations of thofe days *, and in 
the rcigiis of their later kings they rofe to a very coufi- 
dcrable pitch of fplcncior.and magnincencc. Their lan- 
guage was, in all likelihood, the fame fpoken by the in- 
liabitants of Greater Phrygia ; and, perhaps, in all that 
tradl, which was afterwards known by the name of Afia 
Proper, the feveral nations fpoke one and the fame tongue, 
with fomc variation of dialc£l. 

'Ikieir trade wc can only guefs at from their fituation, 
which, very likely, drew merchants from all the neigh- 
bouring parts to traliick in their country, as well for their 
own growth as for foreign produiTions. Their country 
was llockcd with many ufeful commodities, and mult 
have abounded in all things neccllhry for life, fince it 
could fupport, for many years together, two very confi- 
derablt armies, as we fhall fee in the following feclion. 
Their fettlements in Thrace, in Pcloponnpfiis, in Sicily, 
14 Italy, in Egypt, and in Africa, are a convincing proof, 
that they applied thcmfelves pretty early to trade and navi- 

c Ptolemo apud Clem. Protrept, 

(U)Tourncrortmeniionstvvo a two-edged ax; the . other 
nicdi^ls ol Tenedos, one with bears two heads, back to back > 
Apollo’s head. luul under it a and, on the reverie, the fame 
inoufc, having on the reverfe ax with two mice, 

H h 3 
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gallon, which, in all likelihood, were the fources of tho 
riches, fplendor and power wherein they far excelled all 
the neighbouring dates ^ 


SECT. VII. 

The Reigns of the Trojan Kings, 


^T'ROAS, or Phrygia Minor, was, in all probability^ 
^ governed by kings before the reigns of I'cuccr and 
pardanus 5 for oervius names, out of Nero’s Troica, one 
Cynthius, king of Troas, long before Teucer. 13ut the 
Trojan hiflory of that epoch is either fabulous or alto^# 
gether uncertain. It is no lefs uncertain which of the 
two above faid princes reigned (irfti feme writers giving 
the precedency to Teucer, and others to Dardanus. We 
fhall follow the moft common opinion, and begin with 
Teucer, without pretending to add any thing of our own, 
or entering into the merits of fo perplexed an enquiry. 

Tiuesn Teucer, the ion of Scamander and Ida, that is, born 
in Phrygia, near the river Scamander and Mount Ida^ 
ruled over all Troas or Phrygia Minor, He is faid to 
have been very fortunate and fuccefsful in all his underr 
takings ; but what they were we find no where fpecified, 
Having no iiTue male, he married his only daughter, by 
fome called Bafia, by others Afia, by others Aarifba, to 
Dadanus, fettling therewith the crown of Pyrygia on him 
and his defeendents. Thofe who make Teucer a Phry- 

f rian by birth, fuppofe him to have come to the crown by 
meal defeent 5 and place Cynthius, whom we have men^ 
tioned above, among his anceftors ; fo that, according to 
thefe writers, Teucer was not the founder of the Trojan 
kingdom, but the lad of a long feries of kings prior to 
thole of the Dardanian family, fprung from Dardanus and 
Pafia. From Teucer the country was called Teucri|, and 
(he inhabitants were denominated Tcucri (X). 


a Paufaniaa lib. ii. & v. Strab. lib. vi. Dlod. Sic. lib, i. cap, s, 
Herodot. lib. jv. 


(X) This is the opinion of 
Diodorus Siculus, ancjl, as we 
have hinted, the mod commonp 


jiowever, Virgil, who had as 
HpQod means p come at the 


truth, as any other could have, 
and very likely did not depart 
from it in fuch things as no 
ways concerned Augufius, 
makes Teucer a Cretan (7^? 


(7) ^neid, lib. iii- ver. 104, 


Teucer 



The Hjftory of the Phrygians, 

Teucer was Ajicceeded by Dardanus, the fon of Corytus 
or Corythus, by Eleclra^ the daughter of Atlas. Corytus 
was king of Sanapthrace, apd had by Eleftra two fonsj 
lafius and Dardanusj and one daughter, named Harmo- 
nia. Dardanus fucceeded his father in the kingdom of 
Samotbi'ace, where he erected a (lately temple, and infti- 
tuted religious rites and ceremonies in honour of Pallas 
and the other gods, whole ftatues hi5 fiift wife Chryfe 
had brought with her as part ,pf her fortune. This piety, 
together with the many excellent laws he is faid to have 
eiladled on his accelBon to -the crown, gained him the 
reputation of a wife, juft, and religious prince, infomuch 
that Teucer, who was ftricken in years, and had no ilfucr 
male, invited him into Phrygia, gave him in marriage 
his only daughter Bafia, and appointed him his heir and 
fucceftor to the kingdom of Phrygia; which, after the 
death of Teucer he ruled with the fame equity and mo^ 
deration. He waged war with the neighbouring ftates, 
namely, the Paphlagonians ; and, as he was always fuc?- 
cefsful, extended the boundaries of his new kingdom by 
confiderable acquifitions. He buiU two cities ; one he 
honoured with his own name, ftylingk Dardana, orDar- 
dania, and this he chofc for his royal feat: the other he 
called Thymbra, from Thymbraeus, one of his intimates. 
Having fettled the civil concerns of the kingdom, and made 
many ufeful laws for the due adminillration of juftice, 
Vrhich he looked upon as the bafis of regal authority, he 
applied himfelf entirely to religious matters, The Palla-p 
diinii or, as others will have it, the Palladiums (Y), 

were, 

(Y) Some writers tell us, that fhould never be liable to any 
Dardanus had with Chryfe two dlfafters. Dionyfius Halicar- 
Palladiams, or ftatues of Pal- naflenfis gives us the words, 
Jas, and that they were both which the oracle was faid to 
pi equal virtue, the oracle hav- have uttered, and are the fol- 
ing prtjmifed that the city, in lowing: 
which eithernf them was kept, 

Fata dabunt urbem, potcris qua condere facra, 
Cgelicolafquc illicfeftis colereatque choreis. 

Mpnera namque deae fervabis arce repofta 
Palladis ; hac quonium caspit tua regia conjux^ 

^ervatura tuam duris procul omnibus urbem* 

One, of thefe, fay they, was iEnasas into Italy. But Varro 
Itolen out of the citadel of tells us, that the Palladium 
Troyby DiomedesandUlylTes; was brought to Rome by one 
but the ocher was brought by Nautes; and adds, that the 

H b 4 prielU. 
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^ were, by Ms ai ders, brought over into Phrygia ; as for 

the other gods, whkh -hc' liacl M^ith his firft wife, they 
were left in iSamothrace till the death of his brother lafius, 
W'lu) gtn enicil that ifland in the ahfence of Dardanus. 
This lall had two wives, the firft named Chryfe, an Ar- 
cadian, who brought him two fong, Id^eiis and Dimas; 
the other Bafia, who likewife bore him two fons, Zacyn- 
thus and Erichthonius. Idxus and Dimas, according to 
Dionyfius Halicarnaflenfis % inherited, in right of their 
mother, the territories of their grandfather in Arcadia, 
whence they led colonies into Afia, beingforced to quit their 
own country by frequent inundations. Zacynthus planted 
a colony of Phrygians in an illand of the Ionian fea, which, 
from himfelf, he called Zacynthus and Erichthonius 
fucceeded his father in the kingdom of Phrygia. As to 
his fifter Harmonia, flie manied Cadmus, founder of the 
Theban kingdom, whom her brother lafius had initiated 
in the myfteries of religion. Dardanus reigned in Pliry-r 
gia fixty-four or fixty-five years, and was fucceeded by 
his foil 

Pric/ithg^ Erichthonius, who, treading in the footfteps of his 
father, was revered by his fubjccls, and greatly refpefted 
by all the neighbouring princes, Vn ith whom, as he wa? 
more inclined to peace than wa*r, he carefully maintained 
a good underilanding. The long quiet he enjoyed gave 
him an opportunity of heaping up immenfc riches, with-^ 
out burdening the fubjeft with taxes and impofitions,. 
By his wife Aftyoche he had but one fon, named Tros, 
He reigned, according to fome foity-ilx, according tq 
others, feventy-five years ; and, dying, left the king- 
dom of Phryg'-a in a flouiifliing condition (Z). 

Oil 

e Dionyf. Ilalicar. lib. i. fibid. 

pricllliood of Minerva was lie- thcr, by nninc Ilus, who died 
reditary in his family. Others before his father, and a fifter 
fay that Dioinccitp, after the named Jd:ea, who married Phi- 
deftryiftlon of Troy, being ncus II, king pf the Thra- 
driven by Horm on thecoalis clan Thyni, j\b the name 
of Italy, anj there ordered by of Erichthonius is entirely 
:in oracle to return the Palla- Greek, Ibme liave concluded 
dium to the Trojans, lent it from thence, that the Greek 
to rEneas by Nautcs, one of tongue began very early to pre- 
jEriea&*s friends and compa- vail in Phrygia ; which argu- 
mons. ment would be of no fmall 

(Z) Apollociorns tells us, that weight, could they but prove, 
Erichthonius had an elder bro- that Erichthonius was _ 'that , 

prince'*) 
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On the death of Erichthonlus Tros afcended the throne ; 
and, in the very beginning of his reign, laid the founda- 
tion of a city, which foon became the mofl famous of all 
Afia. This grand work being at laft finiflied^ he invited 
all the neighbouring princes, except Tantalus, king of 
iSipylus, to ainft at the folemn dedication of the new city. 
Why Tantalus was omitted we know not-, but he highly 
refented fuch a contemptuous exception, as he called it ; 
anti, foon after, had a fair opportunity of fliewing his 
refentment. For Ganymedcs, a youth of extraordinary 
beauty, the darling of his father Tros, being fent by him 
with a fplendid retinue, to carry prefcncs of great value to 
Jupiter Kuropxus, in pafling through the territories of 
'J'antalus, was not only detained, but abufed, by that 
vicious and impious king. This indignity the generous 
youth took fo to heart, that he died foon after of pure 
grief. Neither did his father Tros long furvive him ; for 
the M^ar wdiich he made upon Tantalus, to revenge the 
gffront offered to his fon, proving unfuccefsful, the afflic- 
tion, w'hich arofc from thence, joined to the concern he 
was in for the lofs of his favourite fon, put an end to his 
days in the fixtieth, or, according to others, in the forty- 
ninth year of his reign. He had by his wdfe Acalide, or, 
as Apollodorus callc her, Callirrhoe, three fons, Ilus, 
Ganymedes, and Allaracus, and one daughter, by name 
Cleomeflra, or, as Apollodorus will have it, Cleopatra. 
Jlygiiius, by miftake, makes Ganymedes fon to Erich- 
ihonius. From this king Phrygia Minor borrowed the 
name of Troas, as its metropolis did that of Troy. 

Cleomeflra had but one fon, called Lyerfus, father 

Antenor. As to I^yerfus, ancient hiftory is quite filent ; 
hut Antenor is greatly commended for his prudence and 
V’ifdom. He was fent by king Priam ambaffador into 
Greece to demand his fifter Hefione, whom Hercules, 
after taking Troy, had carried captive into Greece, and 
beftowed on Telamon, as a reward for his having been 
the ftrft that mounted the wall of that city. The Greeks 
treated him more like a fpy than an ambaffador; where- 

prince’s original nr Phrygian Some, finding a king of Athena 
name, and nut a Greek tranf- bearing the lame name, infer 
liitionofit; for the Greeks, as from thence, that the Trojans 
Plato obferves ( i }, ufed to tranf- were origiivally Athenians. An 
late foreign names into their opinion built on fo llight s 
pvvn language, iis the Egyptians foundation is fcarcc worth re-* 
did all Greek names injo theirs, futing. 

(i) In Atlantic. 
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upon^ returning to A(ia| he inflamed Priam and his fbny 
againft that nation. However, fome time after, he not 
only entertained in his houfe the Greek ambafladors that 
were fent to demand Helena, but protefted them againlt 
the treacherous attempts of Priam’s fons, and found means 
to convey them fafe out of Trov. He was fent into Greece 
on a fecond embafl'y, on vvhicn occafion he is commonly 
believed to have betrayed the truft repofed in him, and, 
fome years after, to have betrayed the city itfelf ; feeing 
that Priam would hearken to no conditions of peace, to 
which Antenor fhewed himfelf mightily Inclined after his 
Jaft embafly. It is agreed on all hands that the Greeks, 
entering Troy fword in hand, Ihewed, in the height of 
their revenge, a tender and friendly regard to Antenor, 
having even caufed the fkin of a panther to be hung up 
before the door, left, though miftake, any violence fliould 
be oft'ered to his houfe or perfon by the greedy and incenfed 
foldiery. Many, however, clear him from all treachery, 
and put a more favourable conftruftion on the kindnefs 
(hewn him by the Greeks j faying, that they fpared hini 
merely in compliance with the laws of hofpitality, which, 
in thofe days, yvere deemed facred, even by the moft 
favage nations. Of this opinion is Livy * j and Virgil alfo 
feems to free him from all fufpicion pf treachery, faying, 
that be efcaped falling into the hands of the Greeks Be 
that as it will, the Trojans, that remained in the country 
after the deftruftion ofTroy, were fo prejudiced againft 
him, that they obliged him to withdraw frpm Troas. At 
the fame time the Heneti, being driven out of Paphla- 
gonia, and forced to feek for new fettlemcnts, chofe him 
for their leader in the room of their king Pylaemehes, who 
had been killed at the fiege of Troy. With thefe, and a 
few Trojans, he put to fea ; and, fteering his courfc up 
the Adriatic gulf, landed in the country of the Euganei^ 
lying between the fea and the Alps. There he refolved 
to fettle ; and, having driven out the ancient pi-oprietors, 
and blended the mixt multitude of Heneti and Trojans 
under the comnaon name of Vencti, he gave rife to a new 
nation. He raifed a fmall town }n the place where he 
landed, and called it Troy ; and he is fuppofed to have 
built the city of Padua. Antenor had by his wife Theano, 
After to Hecuba, and daughter to CiflTeus king of Thrace, 
Iphidamus, Coon, Heliacon, Laodocus, Acamas, Archie 
lochus, Polybus, Agenor, Laodamas, Demoleon, Ghiu- 

s Deead. !• lib. i. ^ne'id. lib, i. ver. 146^ 

CUSj 



The Hijlory of the Phrj^tans^ 

CU6| and Crlno. Iphidamas was brought up in Thrace, 
under the care of his grandfather, and came to fuccour 
Priam and his country with twelve ftiips, which he left at 
Percope, marching by land to Troy, where he was Haiti 
by Agamemnon, whom he had engaged, and would, very 
likely, have conquered, had he not been lefs fortunate 
than brave*. Cpon, attempting to revenge the death of 
his brother, fingled out, and dangeroufly wounded the 
fame Agamemnon, but at laft fell likewife by his hand, 
Heliacon married Laodice, daughter to king Priam. Ar- 
chllocus and Acamas commanded, in conjunftion with 
^neas, the troops of Dardania. Agenor was a warrior 
of great prowefs, attended Heftor in his boldefl; under- 
takings, an4 was not afraid to encounter Achilles himfelf 
The others are named by Homer, Paufanias, Calaber, &c. 
but performed nothing worth relating. Pindar^ tells us, 
that the fons of Antenor, after the deftru£tion of Troy, 
joined Menelaus and Helena, and with them fettled in 
Libya. But Eufebius fays, that they reigned in Phrygia 
till the return of HeftoPs fons, by whom they were driven 
from the throne and the country. Perhaps fome of them 
remained in Phrygia, and fome accompanied Menelaus 
and Helena ; among the Utter were, according to Sym- 
machus®, Qlaucus, Acamas, and Hippolochus or Archi- 
lochus. As to Theano, Antenor’s wife, Suidas and Ce- 
drenus inform us, that flie was the chief prieftefs of Pallas, 
and that ftie betrayed the Palladium to Diomedes and 
Ulyfles, who were fent into Troy under the pretence of 
an embalTy to king Priam. Let us now return to the fuc- 
cefiion of the Trojan kings. 

Tros was fucceeded by liis fon IIus, who, purfuing 
with great vigour the war which his father had begun, 
after many fignal viftories, drove Tantalus out of Aha, 
and pofleffed himfelf of his kingdom, which he annexed 
to the crown of Phrygia, Pelops, the fon of Tantalus, 
after fhveral unfuccefsful attempts, was at laft entirely 
routed, and forced to quit Afia, and follow his father in- 
to Greece, Byfnus king of the Bcbryces, who had ef- 
poufed the quarrel of Tantalus and his fon Pelops, was 
likewife defeated, and, fome fay, killed in the engage- 
ment. Hus, having thus revenged the affront offered to 
his brother, applied himfelf intircly to civil affairs, and. is 
fdid to have made a great many ufcful laws for the regu- 
latiort of public affairs, He enlarged and adorned, with 

* Homer, Hia^» a, Paufan. in Phoc. ^ Iliad, a, i Py th. 
*Od. Va !" Apud Ifaac. Tzetzem. p. S76. 
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many ftatcly builJings, the city of Ilium or Troy.- Plu- 
tarch infunuii ug, that in his lime the temple of Pallaa 
heing let on fire by lightning, he favcil the raltaclium out 
of the li. lines \ but, on that oecafion, loft his fight, whiLb 
liowcvcr, he afterwards recovered- Herodian informs us^, 
that he called the place, where he defeated TaiUslus, 
Feflimis, 'wdiich name was afterwards given to a city 
built on that fpot. He died in the fortieth year of his 
reign. He had by his wife Lucippe two fons, TithcMius 
Hhtnvf) and Luemedun. 'i ithonus, whom fomc believe to have 
pns^^itho- been the fon, and not the brother of Laomedon, vas 
zus and from hIs early years greatly addidled to hunting ; by which 
^aamdQJit jTianly cxcrciic, having acquired a ftrong and robuft con- 
ftitutian, he betook himfelf to a military life, and went 
to ferve among the Aflyrians, who in thofc days were a 
very warlike people, and thought to excel all other na- 
tions ill the military art. His epurage and condutt foon 
xaifed him to the firll pofts in the army, in which he ac- 
quitted himfelf fo well, that he was ranked among the | 
Titanes, or chief lords of the Aflyrlan monraxhy, and 
made governor of Perfia, Hearing that Phrygia was in- 
vaded by the Greeks, he obtained leave of Teutamu.'i 
king of AlTyru, who had a great value for him, to fend 
his fon Memncn at the head of a confiderable body of 
chofen troops to affift his countrymen. But this expedi- 
tion proved fatal to the father and to the fon j for Mcm- 
non being flaiii by the Thcfl’alians, Tithonus, already worn 
out with old age, was fo grieved for his death, that he 
did not long outlive him. The comclinefs of his perfon, 
his rifing early in the morning, as he was a great fportf- 
man, the oLl age he lived to, and his pining away at laft 
with grief, may have given rife to the many fables w hlch 
the poets relate of him; but for thtfe, and tlieir expla- 
nation, we muft refer the reader to Athenxus % Tzctzea p, 
Natalis Comes and other mythologifts. 

MSfnrmn Tithonus had by his wife Ciflia, or, as Diodoras calls 
BttdEma- her, Ida, two fons, Memnon and Emathion, and one 
lAfon, the daughter named Hemera, Memnon, being brought up 
under the difeipline of his father, proved a brave, wife, 
and experienced commander. He ferved with great fuc- 
cefs in Egypt againft the Ethiopians, whq were become 
very troublefome neighbours to the Egyptians; for he 
routed and difperfed their armies, laid wafte their country, 

** Lib. 1. ® Alhen.lib. xii, 6. P Ifaac Tzetzqa, 
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and obHp;ed them to pay an annual tribute to the F^gyp- 
tians, who, nut of gratitude, transferred it to IVlemnon, 
appuiniing him king over the country ^vhich he had fub- 
ilucd. In Ethiopia he built a city beviring his own name, 
und fome make him likewifc the founder of Abydus. 
Having thus diltinguifhed himfelf in Egypt and Ethiopia, 
he returned to his father in Aflyrla, where he was fet 
over part of PeiTin, in quality of fatrapa or chief gover- 
nor; and is faid to have built in his l^urapy the city of 
Sufa; and another, to which he imparted his own name- 
To gratify his father, he marched at the head of twenty thou- 
fa\id Ethiopians, and the like number of other auxiliaries, 
to the ainitance of king Priam. On this occafion he be- 
haved with his ufual bravery, and often put the Greeks to 
flight ; but at laft, falling into an ambufeade, was killed 
by Achilles at the head of the Theflalians. body was 
refeued out of the enemy s hands ; his obfequies w'ere 
performed with great folemnity ; and his afhes fent back 
lo his father, jofephus places his tomb near Ptolcmais 
in Phocnice; but Pliny and Ailian fay, that he was buried 
at Sufa (A). The flory of the vocal fbtue of Memnon near 
Thtbes, in Egypt, is generally known. Tliis, according to 
Paufanius, Eullathius, and Lucian, was broken in pieces by- 
order of Cambyfes; but gver after, that part w^hich re- 
mniiicd on the pedeftul, at ihe ri.'ing of die fun, yielded 
a found like that of the firing of a lyre or lute, when it 
breaks on the inflrument by being drawn too tight. Eu- 
febius feems to have credited this (lory ; for, he fays, 
that this miraculous efled: ceafed at the birth of Chrill. 
Pdufanius ^ informs us that Memnon’s fword was kept at 
N:romedia; and produces it as an argument to prove, 
that the arms ufed by the ancicius were of brafs. An- 
ticles, quoted by Pliny, fays, that Memnon invented let- 
ters fifteen yeais before the reign of Phoroneus firft king 


r In Atticis. 


(A) Paufanlus tells us, that 
a cenotaphiuin, or empty tomb, 
was ralfed to him io the country 
of Troas, not br irom the river 
Afopufi, which tomb, as I he 
iuliubitantB iiifurmed him, was 
yearly vilited by ftrange birds, 
kuovv'n to them under the name 


of IMcmnonlan birds, Thefe, 
on fluted days, flocked to the 
tomb, cleared the ground, oti 
uhich it flood, of all rubbilh ; 
and afterwards, dipping their 
wings in the Afopus, fp rink led 
it With the water of tluit 
river (2). 
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of Argos. Heliodorus ' makes him the progenitor of ttic 
kiMS of Ethiopia* 

Emathion, the other fon bf Tithonu^j, remained at 
lionle with hid uncle Laomedon^ and wad killed in the 
war that broke out between him and Hercules* Probus 
the grammarian is of opinion, that Macedonia waS froral 
him named Emathia, and Judin mentions an ancient king 
of Macedonia bearing his name ^ Romus, defeended 
from one of the fons of Tithonus^ \iras reckoned by fome, 
as Plutarch informs us, among the founders of Rome “* 
As to Hemera, we know nothing of her, but what is re- 
lated by the fpurious Diflys how extant, whofe hiftory 
deferves no manner of credit. 

Lamtd$ri% On the death of Ilus, Laomedon was placed on the 
throne, his elder brother Tithonus being at the fame 
time employed in foreign wars. He built the citadel of 
Troy, being aflifted therein by Apollo and Neptune 5 that 
IS, he carried on the work with the treafures that were 
confecrated to them, and lodged in theit temples. Seve- 
ral inundations are faid to have happened in his reign, 
and a plague to have broke out, which carried off great 
numbers of the inhabitants. Thefe wefe looked upon as 
puniftiments Inflided by the gods, whofe temples he had 
plundered. He treated Jafon,,and the other Argonauts^ 
who had landed on the coaftff of Troas, in a very inhof- 
pitable manner, refufing to fupply them with neceflarie^i 
and even threatening to attack them as enemies, if they 
did not forthwith return on board their fhips, and quit 
trpytakfn the country. To revenge this affront, Hercules, who* 
iy Her^ was one of the Argonauts, returned fome time after with 
twelve gallics to Troy, which he befieged, took, and plun-' 
dered. In this war Laomedon killed Oileus, a coinman* 
der of great renown, but was himfelf not long after flaid 
by Hercules, whom he engaged with more courage than- 
caution. Laomedon had five fons, Tithonus, Lampon, 
Clytus, Iceaton, and Priam 5 his daughters were Hefione, 
Cilia, Aflioche, Antigone, Proclia, and Euthria.' All 
his fons, except Priam, were killed in the war with Her- 
Mii di- cules- As to the daughters, Hefione being taken by Her- 
0/ cules, was bellowed in marriage on Telamon, who 
treated her more like his concubine than his wife ; which 
indignity Priam, who had fucceeded his father, no foone-r 
underftood, than he fent Antenor into Greece to expof* 

i In Ethiop. libi x* cap. i. t Jadin* libi ?lii 
in Romulo. 
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tulate with Telamon, and to demand his fiftcr Hefione. 
In the council of the princes o( Greece, this embafly was 
heard with contempt, and the ambafladors were ufed in a 
manner no ways fuitable to their charafter ; and this con- 
tempt gave occafion, according to feveral writers, to the 
Trojan war. 

Laomedon being flainby Hercules, Podarces, the only 
furviving fon, who had been carried away captive with his 
After Hefione, was with a great fum of money ranfomecl, 
and placed on the throne of his anceftors; and hence came 
the furname of Priam, which is derived from the Greek 
vel-b fignifying to ndeem or ranfom. His firfl: care, after 
his acceflion to the throne, was to encompafs the city of 
Troy with a ftrong wall, to prevent fuch calamities as had 
happened in his father’s reign. A mine of gold having 
been difeovered, in the beginning of his reign, near 
Abydus, be was thereby enabled to undertake and carry 
on many public Works ; for he is faid to have embel-' 
lifhed the city with ftately edifices, towers, caftles, and 
aquedufts. He maintained in conftant pay a confiderable 
army, reduced moll of the neighbouring Rates, and was 
rather confidered as fovereign of all Afia Minor, than 
king oC Troas. He married to his firft wife Arilba, or, 
as others call her, Alyxotboe, by whom he had but onff 
fon named ATacus ; but by his fecond wife Hecuba, 
daughter to Cifleus king of Thrace, he had Heftor, 
Alexander or Paris, Deiphobus, Helenas, Polites, Anti- 
phus, Hipponous, Polydorus, and Troilus ; his daugh- 
ters were Greufa, Laodice, Polyxena, and CalTandra. Be- 
fidcs thefe, he had many children by concubines, in all 
to the number of fifty. Some writers fay, that, being 
abroad when Troy was taken in the reign of his father, 
-he was called home, and placed on the throne by Hercu- 
les, although fomc of his elcjcJ* brothers were then alive. 

The name of this king will be ever memorable in hif- 
tory for the war that happened in his reign between the 
Greeks^ and Trojans, a war famous to this day for the 
many princes of great prowefs and renown that were con- 
cerned in it, the battles that were fought, the length of 
the fiege, rtie deftruftion of that great city, and the end-* 
lefs colonies planted in divers parts of the world by the 
conquered as well as the conquerors- The caufe of this 
fatal conteft is agreed on all hands to have been the rape 
of Helen : but what encouraged Paris to fuch an attempt, 
and induced his father Priam to fupport him at the ex- 
pence of fo much blood and treafure, is not determined 


FrictfJL 


caaifi , 
of the Trw- 
Jan war. 



480 

According 
io th§ an- 
cituts. 


Tfie mofi 
probable 
€aufe of 

that waft 


^he Hlftory of the 'Phry giant* 

by ancient writers. Herodotus * gives us, upon tlie au- 
thority of the Perfian writers, a very unnatural and far- 
fetched account of this rape. He fays, that the Phoeni- 
cians having raviflied lo, the daughter of Inachus king of 
Argos, and carried her, with other Greek women, into 
Egypt, the Greeks, making ufe of repiifals, firfl carried 
offEuropa, the king of Tyre’s daughter, and afterwards 
Medea, daughter to the king of Colchos, refufmg to re- 
llore either, till fuch time as they received due reparation 
for the rape of lo, Paris, adds Herodotus, in the next 
fucceeding age, hearing of tliefe adventures, was encou- 
raged to ravilh Helen, perfuading himfelf that he flioulll 
not be conltrained to make any reparation, feeing others 
had efcaped with impunity. But this whole account is 
quite frivolous, and foreign to the purpofe. 

It is moft natural to think that Paris, in ravifhing Helen, 
never thought of Europa, Medea, or Hcfione ; but, fall- 
ing in love with her, as flie was the moll beautiful woman 
in Greece, was prompted by his own perverfe inclinations, 
to do what in thofe days was commonly praclifed both 
by Greeks and barbarians. Thus Helen herfelf had been 
ftokn before by Thefeus ; and the praftice of Healing 
women was fo common, as Thucydides informs ns, that 
none durlt venture to live near- the fea-coaft. The fame 
hiftorian tells us, that, as Helen was a woman of extra- 
ordinary beauty, her father, Tyndareus, after recovering 
lier from Thefeus, to prevent a fecond rape, obliged all 
her fuitors, who were moll of the princes of Greece, to 
bind thcmfclves by a folemn oath to refeue her, in cafe 
fhe Ihould be taken from her Imfband. This precaution 
being taken, he gave his daughter free choice of a huf- 
hand, who preferred Menelaus to all the reft. According 
to this account, the oath, which fo many princes had 
taken to Tyndareus, was what drew them together, and 
armed them againfl the ravlilicr and his abettors. T o 
vidiich obligation wc may add the great power of Aga- 
memnon, brother lo the injured IMenclaus, who, as he 
was by far the moft potent prince of all Greecci fo he 
had, without doubt, a great influence over the reft of 
his countrymen. Be that as it will, war againll Troy 
was determined in a general alTembly of all the princes of 
Greece *, and this was the firll enterprize the Greeks ever 
undertook with common confent. Before the afl'embly 
broke up, Agamemnon was appointed commander iu 

X Lib. i. cap. i, *, 3. 
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chief of the wholi army ; jiEgium, a city in Peloponnefus, 
was fixed upon for the place of the general rendezvous ; 
and each prince, as Greece was at that time divided into 
dynafties, enjoined to fend his quota of troops and 
fhips. 

The belt and moft rational account we have of this Hmer't 
great war, is that which we colledl from Homer, 
whofe inimitable performance ought not to be regarded 
as a mere fi£lion, or the refult of a poetical imagina- 
tion, but as a rich fund of the moft ancient hiftory of 
Greece (O). ^ 

The number of Ihips employed by the Greeks in this Number of 
expedition, according to Euripides, Lycophron, and Vir- the /hips 
gil, amounted to a thoufand ; Homer cimmerates one 
thoufand one hundred and eighty-fix ; but ITiiicydides 
raifes the number to one thoufand two hundred. The 
Ba^otian fhips, that were the largcft, carried a hundred 
and twenty men each ; thofe of the Philoifteta; were the 
fmalleft, and each manned with fifty; every man, the 
commanders excepted, was both a mariner and a foldier *, 
fo that, fuppofing the fleet to have confifted of one thoufiind 
two hundred fail, as Thucydides affirms, and the flups 
to have carried, one with another, eighty-five men, we 
fliall find the Greek army tunounted to one hundred and 
tw^o thoufand men ; no great force, confidering, that all 
the powers of Greece, except the Acarnanes alone 
were engaged in this war. The Greeks, as Thucydides 
obferves, could have raifed a far more powerful army; 
but were afraid of being diftrefled for provifions in a fo- 
reign country Agaiiift this army the city of Troy held 
out ten years ; but the Trojans, as Homer makes Aga- 
memnon fay, were not the tenth part of the enemies 

y Juftin. lib, xviii. » Ubi fupra. 

(O) Dion Chryfoftom (i), in fiuce the lunhor elfewhcre (i) 
an orahon addrefled to the dilproveB what he cndcuvoura 
Trohins, attempts to prove to prove here. And truly the 
the fiege and dedrutftion of fiege and taking of Troy are 
Troy by the Greeks to be an tranfadlions fo well attefled, 
arrant fable, without any foun- and have left fuch a remark- 
dation of truth, But his per- able epocha in hiftory, that 
tormance is generally looked no man of fenfe will call them 
upon only as a witty eflay, in queftion. 

(ij VideDyon, Chryfafti Orat, xi, (») nifi ■Vxnnw:, p, 115. 
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which the Greeks had to contend with ; for all Phrygia, 
Lycia, Myfia, and the greateft part of Afia Minor, fided 
with the Trojans. Rhefus, king of 1 hrace, marched at , 
the head of a confiderable body to their affiftance j and 
Memnon, as we have faid, joined them with twenty 
thoufand Ethiopians and other troops. The Greeks, fore- 
feeing the refiftance they were likely to meet with, and 
how dear it would coft them to carry their point by dint 
of arms, before they began any hoftilities fent Menelaus 
and Ulyffts amballadors to Troy, to demand Helen, and 
the treafures which Paris had carried off with her ; hop- 
ing that the fame qf the vaft preparations, which they had 
made, might frighten the Trojans into a compliance with 
fo equitable a demand. What anfwcr was returned io the 
ambafladors we know not ; but it is certain, that they re- 
turned without Helen, highly diflatisfied with their re-f 
ception at Troy, 

Helifft ac^ Herodotus % upon a tradition that prevailed among the 
arding to priefts of Egypt, feems inclined to believe, that Helen 
/omff taken was taketi from Paris before he could reach Troy. I'hc 
^behreke^^ fraditipn, as Herodotus, who learnt it of the priefts them- 
reached fi^lves, informs us, amounts to this : Paris, on his return 
with Helen, was, by ftrefs of weather, driven on the coaft 
of Egypt, and forced to put in at T'arichia, on the Cano- 
pian mouth of the Nile. Here, fomc flaves of Parises re- 
tinue, taking fanftuary in a temple of Hercules, which 
Hood on the ftiore, informed agaiiift their maftcr, aggra- 
vating before the governor of the province, by name Tho- 
pis, the injury which he had done to McneJaus, Thonis 
laid the whole matter before Proteus, ac that time king of 
pgypt; who finding, upon examination, the depofition of 
the flavcs to be true, detained Helen, and the treafures 
that had been taken with her, in order to reftore them to 
Menelaus ; but commanded Paris, after having feverely 
reprimanded him for his crime, to depart the kingdopi 
within the term of three days, on pain of being treated as an 
enemy. The Egyptian priefts add, that, when the Greeks 
fent ambafladors to demand Helen, and her riches, the Tro- 
jans protefted, that they were not in their power ; butinthe 
hands of Proteus king of Egypt : this excufe the Greeks 
looking upon as a mere evafion, began the war ; at laft, 
Ijfter having reduced the city, as Helen’ no where appear- 
pd; and the Trojans perCfted in their former proteftiations, 

• l.ib. ii, cap, 113, & Icq. 
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they fent Menelaus into Egypt, where he was kindly eh- 
tertaiiied by Proteus, and had his wife reftored to him, 
without any injury done to her perfon or efFefts. Thefe 
things the Egyptian priefts aflured Herodotus that they 
knew for certain, as thdy had happened in Egypt, and 
had been handed down to them from thofe who had coni^ 
verfed with Menelaus himfelf. HerodotUs produces ond^ 
argument, of no fmall weight, to prove the truth of this 
tradition ; namely, that if it had been in king Priam’s 
power to reftore Helen, he would certainly have done it, 
rattier than fuffer the unfpeakable calamities that befel his 
family, his kingdom, and himfelf, during the courfe of 
the war. How great foever his tendernefs for Paris might 
have been, yet it could not be proof againft fo many mif- 
fortunes. Homer feems not to have been ignorant of the 
tradition of the Egyptian priefts ; for he mentions Paris 
and Helen’s arrival in Egypt; and fays, that Menelaus 
went thither before he returned home to Sparta, which 
voyage it is not likely he undertook at that time for plea- 
fure. Whether the Trojans would not, or could not, re- 
ftore her, the ambafladors, on their return, highly com- 
plained of the treatment they had met with ; and with 
their complaints fo incenfed their countrymen, that they 
refolved, without further delay, to put to fea, and darfy 
fire and fword into the enemy’s country (K). They fleer- 
ed to the coaft of Troas, where, on their landing, they 
met with fo warm a reception, that they began to be fen- 
fible of the difficulty of the enterprize. In the firft en- 
counter they loft Protefilaus, vi-ho was flain by Heftor, 
togcibcr with many others of lefs note. However, they TheCreeht 
gained ground enough for their encampment. But what land in ^ 
mod of all retarded their progrefs was want of provifions, ^roai» 
which daily increafed, and was owing partly to their 
numbers, partly to the fmallnefs of their veflels, which, 
as the building of ffiips with decks was not then introduced, 

(K)* Calchas, a famous than Iphigenia daughter to A- 
foothfayer, without whofe ad- gamemnon. Thegoddefs, lay* 
vice and approbation nothing the poets, was incenfed againft 
was undertaken by the Greeks that monarch, for having killed 
during the war, declared, that by chance one of her flags; 
the goddefs Diana oppoled their but, after all, pitying the in- 
pflage with contrary winds; nocent young virgin, flie pre-’ 

^nd that file was to be appeafed vented fo horrid a facrifice by 
with a vidim of no fmalJer note putting a hind in her room, 
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could not carry fuch ftores of proviGons as were necelfairy 
to fupply the army. Wherefore, they V'^ere obliged to 
divide their forces, fending a part of them to cultivate the 
ground in the Thracian Cherfonefus, and part to rove ' 
•about the feas for the relief of the camp. All writers^ 
whether poets or hiftorians, a'gree, that the Greeks em** 
ployed the firft eight or nine years in fcouring the feas, 
pillaging the coafts, and reducing fuch cities and illands 
as fided with the Trojans* Hence, in the poets, we read 
of many towns taken, iflands plundered, ftrong-holds 
rafed, and numbers of people carried into captivity ^by 
Achilles, whom the army could not well have fpared, had 
there been any fervice of importance to be performed be- 
fore Troy (L). 

At laft the feverat detachments that had been difperfed 
up and down the neighbouring countries and iflands, be^* 
ing joined in one body, ami great ftore of proviGons 
brought into the camp, they approached the city with a 
defign to exert their utmoft efforts, and put an end to fer 
tedious a war. But by this time the Trojans had been re- 
inforced with confiderable bodies both of mercenaries and 
allies, infomuch that, when the Greeks firft invefted the 
towm, He£tor attacked them at the head of an army fcarce 
inferior to theirs in number. J'he Greeks had not been 
lang before the city,, when a plague broke out in their 
camp, which Homer fays was fent by Apollo, becaufe 
Agamemnon refufed to reieafe the daughter of one of hifv 
pnefts ; but Heraclides on this paffage informs us, that it 
w’’as occafioned by the violent heats, and pefti'lentious va- 
pours ralfed by the fun, the Greeks being encampeA 
among fens and marflies. The pkague w^as followed by a 
quarrel between Agamemnon and Achilles v for Aga- 
memnon, being obliged by the foothfayer Calchas, to re- 
turn his fair captive to her father, a pried of Apollo, to 
appeafe that revengeful deity, took Brifeis in her room, 
who, in the divifion of the booty, had fallen to Achilles, 
This affront Achilles revenged by withdrawing his forces, 
and retiring with them on board his vetfels. In his ab- 
fence, feveral battles were fought with great flaughter on 


(L) Ovid fays, that, from before Troy till the tenth year ^ 
the firft year to the tenth, contenting tliemfelves with lay- 
thcrc was no fighting at all'; ing wafte the enemy's country^ 
and Herodotus tells us, that and blocking up the city, 
rhe Greeks did not fit down 

both 
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both Tides, the viftory generally Inclining to the Trojans. 

In one of thcfe, Patroclus was flain by Hedlor ; but his 
death wns not long unrevenged ; for Achilles/ returning 
to the camp, put the Trojans to flight, and revenged the 
death of his friend by killing Heftor himfelf- Achilles 
did not long furvve him, being flain with an arrow by the leaden 
Paris. Thus fell many of the chief leaders on both Tides ; ow 
but the Greeks at lall carried the city, whether by forcdj 
ftratagem, or treachery, is uncertain. All writers agree, 
that it was taken by night : fome fay, that -^neas and 
Ai]tenor, who commanded the Dardanians, feeing that 
Priam would hearken to no terms, even after the death of 
Heftor and Paris, concluded a feparate peace with the 
Greeks, betraying the city into their hands. The poets 
tell us, that it was taken by the contrivance of a wooden 
horfe M'hich faille, fome think, derives its birth from the 
Greeks entering the city by the Scasan gate, over which 
was the pidlure or ftatue of a horfe. Perhaps they en- 
tered the town through a breach made in the wall by fome 
wooden engine, called a horfe, and in the nature of chat 
which the Romans in after-ages made ufe of to batter the 
walls, and from its fliapc called a ram. Be that as it will, 
the Greeks having at laft maftered the city, praftifed all 
the cruelties and abominations which a cruel, hungry, and 
enraged enemy can be guilty of. The city was laid iii 
afliesj and fuch of the inhabitants as had not time to fave 
thcmfelves by flight, were either put to the fword with- 
out diftinftion of fex or age, or carried by the conquerors 
into captivity. Thus ended the kingdom of Troy, after Yr. of Fl, 
having ftooil from Teucer to Priam two hundred and ; 

ninety-fix years, according to the common computation. Ante Chri.v?^ 
This city is faid to have been taken the twenty-fourth day ^ ' 

of the month Thargelion, or April, one thoufand one 
hundred and eighty-four years before Chrift, and four 
hundred and eight before the firfl Olympiad. 


them being driven on far diftant coafls. Mneftheus king 

of Athens died at Melos. Teucer, the Ton of Telamon ^itja Ijl 

fettled in Cyprus, w^here he built a city, calling it Sala- 

niis, from the cliicf city of his own country which bore 

that name. Agapenor, who commanded the ArcadiansJ 

built in the fame ifland the city of Paphos. Pyrrhus, 

the' fon of Achilles, fettled in Epirus, and there built 

Ephyra. 


The Greeks, having at laft hnifhed the war, divided the 
booty," and put to fea, in order to return to their refpeftive of the , ^ 
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Ajax, the fon of Oiieus, was loft. Some of tbtf 
Locrtahs were driven on the coafts of Africa ; others faiN 
td to Italy^ whereof all the caft part was called Mapna 
Giwcia, on account of the many towns built there by the 
Greeks. Many, who got fafe home, were obliged to put to 
fea againi as Tnucydides informs usi in qued of new feats, 
others having feized theii territories, and ufurped the fo- 
fereignty, during their abfence. Agamemnon and his 
brother Menelaus difagreed,when they were upon the point 
of weighing anchor to return home *, and their quarrel dw 
Tided the whole fleet, fome failing with Menelaus to t^z 
ifland of Tenedos, and others remaining with Agnmem-* 
non on the coads of Troas. Thofe w^ho followed Mene- 
laus, not agreeing among themfelves, parted, each hold- 
ing his own courfc homewards. Agamemnon arrived fafe 
at Mycerue, where he was, foon after his arrival, murder- 
ed by his wife Clytcmnedra ; which his fon Oredes 
revenged by putting to death Clytcmnedra, iEgidhus 
her gallant, and Helen their daughter ■, for which 
he was tried and acquitted by the Areopagus. Ihc 
adventures of UlyiTes are related by Homer in a fabulous 
manner ; but what have fome foundation in hidory, 
isi that fome years pafled before he reached Ithaca. The 
adventures of the other Greeks^re lefs known ; but upon 
the whole, it appears, that this war proved no lefs fatal 
to the conquerors than to the conquered. 

Jbtd9fthi As for the Trojans, thofe who efcaped the general 
flaughter, feeing their country utterly ruined, took ' their 
meafures accord^ingly, and fettled in didant regions. An- 
tenor, as w€ have laid already, edablifhed himfelf in Italy, 
and founded the nation of the Heneti. Helenus, one of 
Priam’s fons, fettled in Macedonia, where he built the 
city of Ilium. Some fay, that during the fiege, he went 
over to the Greeks, and informed them in what inanncr 
they might eafily matter the cii^. 

All the Roman writers allure us that ^neas fet- 
tled in Italy, and there founded the kingdom of’ Alba* 
From him the Caefars zCkdted to derive their pedigree. 
Livy alone feems to betray fome fort of doubt as to this 

E articular, infinuating, with a great deal of referve, that 
e has not fufficient grounds eitber to admit or reje£k the 
cemmon opinion. But, notwithttanding the unanimous 
jeo^fent of the Latins, there are not wanting arguments 
great weighc, which the learned Bochart^ has carefully 


V . * Sedart Epift. Utnim ^acai urquan fuic ia Itatii f 

^ ^ collefted. 
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colle(^ed, to prove the arrival of ^nei|S izt Italy to be a 
- mere /able. 

^ TVie city of Troy being utterly ruined, and moft of the 
‘nlTabitants of Troas put to the fword, fome writers tell 
s, that the neighbouring Phrygians and Lydians pofleill 
ig themfelves of that country, fettled there; and that 
Troas from that time began to be called Phrygia ; others 
are of opinion that .^Eneas, having gathered together the 
fcattered remains of the Trojans, rebuilt the cinr ; and 
that his defeendents, and the defeendents of Hc£for, 
reigned there till the country was fubdued by the Lydians, 
who became fo powerful as to over-run all Afia Minor. If 
the Trojans had any kings of their own, after their city 
was deftroyed by the Greeks, they very probably made but 
an indifferent figure, Cnee they are not even named in 
hiHory. 
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